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NDARIC ODES, 

WRITTEN IN IMITATION OF THE 

FILE AND MANNER 

OF TH £ 

>DES OF PINDAR. 

darici fontis qui non expallult hauftus/* 

^ HoR. £p. L. !• 3# 



R E F A 



. man flioulJ undertake to tranflate Pindar word 
word, It would be thought that one mad-man 
inflated another ; as may appear, when he that 
tands not the original, reads the verbal traduc- 
f hira into Latin profe, than which nothing feemt ' 
aving. And furc, rhyme, without the addition 
, a*id the ipirit oF poetry (quod nequeo monflran 
io tanium) would but make it ten times more 
led than it is in prole. We muft confidcr in 
- the great diffeience of time betwixt his age and 
Arhich changes, as in pi^urcs, at leafl the colours 

B2 •f 



4 PREFACE. 

of poetry I the no left diflTerence betwixt the religiont 
and cuftomi of our countries $ and a thoufand particu* 
laritiet of placet, persons, and manner^ which do but ' 
confufcdly appear to our eyes at fo great a diftance. 
And laftly (which were enough alone for ray purpofe) 
we mud confider that our ears are ftrangert to the mu- 
fick of hit nuroberti which fometimet (efpeciaily in 
fongt and odet) almoft without any thing elfe, maket 
an excellent poet) fur though the grammariant and 
critickf have la^ured to reduce his vcrfes into regular 
fect^and mcafurcs (at they have alio thofc of the Greek 
and Latin comedfcs) yet in efFe£l they are little better 
than profe to our eart. And I would gladly know 
wliat applaufeour beft pieces of Englidi poefy could ex- 
pe6l from a Frenchman or Italian, if converted faith- 
fully, and word for word, into French or Italian profir* 
And when we have confidered all this, we muft needs 
confeTi, that after aJl thefe lofles fuflained by Pmdar» 
all we can add to him by our wit or invention (not 
deferting ftill hif fubje^l) is not like to make him a 
richer man than he was in his own country. Thit it 
in Tome meafure to be applied to all tranflationt | and 
the not obferving of it, is the caufe that all which ever 
I yet faw, are fo much inferior to their originals* 
The like happens too in pi£lures, from the fame root 
of exai5^ imitation { which, being a vile and unworthy 
kind of fervitude, is incapable of producing any thinff 
good or noble. I have feen originals, both in painttnu^ 
and poefy, much more beautiful than their natural ob- 

jtasf 



PREFACE. f 

\% i but I never faw a copy better than the original t 
lich indeed cannot be otherwife $ for» men refolving 
DO cafe to (hoot beyond the mark, it is a thoufand to 
t If they flioot not Ihort of it. It does not at all 
»uble me that the grammarians perhaps will not 
fer this libertine way of rendering foreign authors 

be called' Tranilation ; for I am not To much ena- 
oured of the name Tranflator, as not to wifh rather 
be fomething better, though it want yet a name. I 
iak not Co much all this, in defence of my manner 

tranflating, or imitating (or what other title they 
afe) the two enfuing Odes of Pindar; for that 
>uld not deferve half thefe words i as by this occafion 
re£lify the opinion of divers men upon this matter* 
he Pfalms of David (which I believe to hare been 

their original, to the Hebrews of his time, though 
»t to our Hebrews of Buxtorfius's making, the moft 
alted pieces of poefy) are a g!*eat example of what I 
ive faid ; all the tranflators of which (even Mr. Sands 
mfelf ; for in defplte of popular error, I will be bold 
>t to except him) for this very reafon, that they have 
)t fought to fupply the loft excellencies of another 
nguage with new ones in their own, are fo far from 
>ing honour, or at leaft juftice, to that divine poet, 
at methinks they icvile him worfe than Shimei. 
.nd Buchanan himfelf (though much the bcft of them 
1, and indeed a great pcrfon) comes in my opinion 
3 lefs fliort of David, than his country does of Judea. 
pon this ground I have, in thefe two Odes of Pindar, 
iken^ left out^ and added, what I plcafe ; nor make it 
B 3 i« 



6 PREFACE. 

fo much my aim to let the reader know precUely what 
he fpoktf at what was hit way and manner of fpeaking ; 
which hat not been yet (that I know of) utrodiKed 
into Englifhy though it be the nobleft and higheft kind 
of writing in verfe $ and which might, perhapt, be pot 
into the lift of Panciroliit» among the loft inventioBt 
of antiquity* Thit eflay it but to try how it will look 
in an Englifii habit : for which experiment, I hai« cho- 
fen one of hit Olympic, and another of hit NtmCBB 
Odet i which are at followetb* 
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THE SECOND OLYMPIC ODE 
OF PINDAR. 

Written in praife of Theron, prince of Agrigentum (a 
famous city in Sicily, built by his anceftors) who, in 
tfte feventy-feventh Olympic, won the chariotoprize. 
He it commended from the nobility of his race (whofe 
flory is often toucht on) $ from his great riches (an 
ordinary common-place in Pindar) j from his hofpita- 
lity, munificence, and other virtues. The Ode (ac- 
cording to the conftant cuftom of the Poet) coafifts 
more in digreiiions, than in the main fubje^k : and 
tl^ Reader rauft not be cboqued to hear him fpeak fo 
often .of his own MmSo ; for that is a liberty whick • 
this kind of po«try can hardly live without. 

>* . ■ > 

OU E £ N of all harmonious things, 
Dancing words, and fpeaking ftrings ! 
What God, what Hero, wih thou fing ? 
What happy man to equa> glories bring ? 

Begin, begin thy noble choice. 
And let the hills around reflect the image of thy voice. . 

Pifa does to Jove belong; 

Jove and Pifa claim thy fong. 
The fair firft-fruits of war, th* Olympic games, 

Alcides ofFcr*d-up to Jove 5 

Alcides too thy ftrings may move ; 
But, oh 1 what man to join with thefe can worthy prove ! 



S COWLEY'S tOEMS, 

Join Theron boldly to their facred names | 

Thcron the next honour claims j 

Theron to no man gives place. 
Is firft in Pifa's and in Virtue's race ; 

Theron there, and he alone, 
Ev'n his own fwift forefathers has outgone. 

They through rougli ways, o'er many ftops they paft, 

Till on the fatal bank at laft 
They Agrigentum built, the beauteous eye 

Of fair-facM Sicily j 
Which doe? itfelf i' th' river by 

With pride and joy eCpy, 
Then chearful notes their painted years did (ing. 
And Wealth was one, and Honour th' other, wing j 
Their genuine virtues did more fwcet and clear. 

In Fortune's graceful drefs, appear. 

To which, great fon of Rhea ! fay 
The firm word which forbids things to decay! 

If in Olympus' top, where thou 

Sitt'fl to behold thy facred ihow j 

If in Alpheus' filver flight; 

If in my verfe, thou doft delight. 

My verfe, O Rhea's fon ! which is 

Lofty as that, and fmooth as this. 

For the paft fufferings of this noble race 
(Since things once paft, and fled out of thine hand. 
Hearken no more to thy conunand) 
Let prefent joys fill up their place. 

And 



SECOND OLYMPIC ODE. 9^ 

And with Oblivion's filent ibroke deface / 

Of foregone ills the Very trace. 

In no illuftrious line 
Do thcfc happy changes (hine 
Moi-e brightly, Theron ! than in thise. 

So, in the cryftal palaces 

Of the blue-ey'd Nereides, 
Ino her endlefs youth does pleafe^ 
And thanks her fall into the feas. 
Beauteous Semele does no lefs 
Her cruel midwife, Thunder, blefs ; 
Whilft, fporting with the Gods on high. 
She* enjoys fecure their company ; 
Plays with lightnings as they fly. 
Nor trembles at the bright embraces of the Deity, 

But death did them from future dangers free i 
What God, alas ! will caution be 
For living man's fecurity. 
Or will enfure our veflel in this faithlefs fea ? 
Never did the fun as yet 
So healthful a fair-day beget. 
That travelling mortals might rely on it. 

-But Fortune's favour and her fpite 
Koll with alternate waves like day and night : 
Vici/Iitudes which thy great race purfue. 
E'er fince the fatal fon his father flew, 

And did old oracles fulfil 
Of Gods that cannot lye, for they foretell but their own 
wiU. 
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Brynnis faw % and made in her own ieed 

The innocent Parricide to bleed; 
She flew his wrathful fens with mutual blows s 

But better things did then fucceed, 
And brave Tfaerfander, in amends for what was paft, 
arofe. 

Brave Therfandcr was by none, 

In war, or warlike fports, out-done. 
Thou, Theron, his great Tirtues doft revive 9 . 
He in my verfe and thee again does Hre. 

Loud Olympus happy thee, 
Ifthmus and Nemsea does twice happy fee; . 

For the well -natur'd honour there, 
Which with thy brother thou didft ihare, . 

Was to thee double grown 

By not being all thine own ; 
And tho£e.kind pious glories do deface 
The old fraternal quarrel of thy race. 

Greatnefs of mind and fortune too 
Th' Olympic trophies ftiew : 

Both their feveral parts muft do 
In the noble chace o£ fame i 
This without that is blind, that without tki« is lame. . 
Nor is faiv Virtue''s pi^ure feen aright 

But in Fortune's golden light. 
Riches alone are of uncertain date. 

And on (hort man long cannot wait; 

The virtuous make of them the beft. 
And put them out to Fame for intereft ; 



SECOND OLYMPIC ODE. M 
With a frail good they wifely buy 
The folid purchafe of eternity : 
They> whilft life's air they breathe^ confider weU, amlv 

know 
TV account they muft hereafter give below j 
Whereas th* unjuft and covetoiM above^ 
In deep unlovely vaults. 
By the juft decrees of Jove,. 
Unrelenting torments prove. 
The heavy ncceffzry effefts of voluntary faultii. 

Whilft in the lands of unexhaufted light. 
O'er which the god- like fun's unwearied iight 

Ne'er winks in clouds, or deeps in nighty 
An endlefs fpring of age the good enjoy. 
Where neither Want does pinch, nor Plenty cloy*i : 

There neither earth nor fea they plow^ 
Nor aught to labour owe 
For food, that whilft it nourilhes does decay. 
And in the lamp^ of life con fumes away. 
Thrice had thefe men through mortal bodies pad^. 

Did thrice the trial undergo. 
Till all their little drofs was purg'd at laft. 

The furnace had no more to do« 

Then in rich Saturn's peaceful ftate 

Were they for faered treafures placed. 
The Mufe-difcovcred world of Iflands Fortunate. 

Soft-footed winds with tuneful voices there 
Dance through the pcrfum'd air ; 



n COWLEY'S POEM J. 

There filver rivers through cnamcrd meadows glide. 

And golden trees enrich their fide; 
Th' illuftrious leaves no dropping autumn fear. 

And jewels for their fruit they bear. 

Which by the bleft arc gathered 
For bracelets to the army and garlands to the head. 
Here all the Heroes, and their Poets, live ; 
Wife Rhadamanthus did the fentence give. 

Who for his juftice was thought fit 
With fovereign Saturn on the bench to dt, 

Peleus here, and Cadmus, reign ; 
Here great Achilles, wrathful now no more. 

Since his blcft mother (who before 

Had try'd it on his body' in vain) 
Dipt now his foul in Stygian lake. 
Which did from thence a divine hardnefs take, 
That does from pafHon and from vice invulnerable 
make. 

To Theron, Mufe! bring back thy wandering fong> 
Whom thofe bright troops expe6l impatiently ; 

And may they do fo long ! 
How, noble archer ! do thy wanton arrows fly 
At all the game that does but crofs thine eye ; 

Shoot, and fpare not, for I fee 
Thy founding quiver can ne'er emptied be : 
Let Art ufe method and good-huA)andry, 
Art lives on Nature's alms, is weak and poor; 
Nature herfdf has unexhaufted (lore. 

Wallows 



SECOND OLYMPIC ODE. ij 

Wallows in wealthi and runs a turning maz^ 

That no vulgar eye can trace. 

Art, inftead of mounting high, 
About her humble fcKxf ^cs hovering fly ; 
Like the ignoble crow, rapine and noife does love ; 
"WTiilft Nature, like the facred bird of Jove, 
Now bears loud thunder ; and anon with filent joy 

The beauteous Phrygian boy- 
Defeats t the ftrong, overtakes the*ljying prey. 
And fometimes baiks in th^ open 'flames of day ; 

And fometimes too he (hrowds ^ 

His foaring wings among the doffis. 

Leave, wanton Mufe ! thy roving flight ; 
To thy loud ftring the well-fletcht arrow put ^ 

Let Agrigentum be the Butt, 
And Theron be the White. 

And, left the name of verfe fliould give 
Malicious men pretext to mifbelieve. 

By the Caftalian waters fwear 
(A facred oath no poets dare 

To take in vain, . 
No more than Gods do that of Styx prophane),. 

Swear, in no city e'er before, 
A better man, or grcater-foul'd, was born 5. 

Swear, that Theron fure has fworn 
No man near him fliould be poor; 
Swear, that none e'er had fuch a graceful art 
Fortune's free gifts as freely to impart. 
With, an unenvious hand^ and an unbounded heart. 
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But ia this dianklefs world t 

Arc envied ev'n by the i 

*Ti8 now the cheap and i 
father to hide, than pay, 1 

Nay» *tts much ^ 

It now 9a artifice < 

Wrought and 4 

Left men ihould th 
Such monftersy TheodFl has thy virtue found: 

But all the maJip they profefs. 

Thy fecure hJEur cannot wound ; 
Tor thy vaft ho^Bin are fo numberiefs. 
That them or to conceal, or elfe to tell. 

Is equally impofiible ! 
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THE FIR8T NEMEiBAN ODE OF 
PINDAR. 

Chromius, itte Ton of Ageiidamus, a young gentleman 
of Sicily, is celebrated for having won the prize of 
the chariot- race in the Nemaean games (a folemnity 
inftituted firft to celebrate the funeral of Opheltes, 
as is at large defcribed by Statins ; and aftehvards 
continued every third year, with an extraordinary 
conflux of all Greece, and with incredible honour to 
the conquerors in all the exercifes there praftifed) 
upon which occafion the poet begins with the com* 
mendation of his country, which I take to have been 
Ortygia (an ifland belonging to Sicily, and apart of 
Syracufe, being joined to it by a bridge) though the 
title of the Ode call him ^tnaean Chromius, perhaps 
becaufe he was made governor of that town by Hie* 
ron. From thence he falls into the praife of Chro-» 
mius^s perfon, which he draws from his great en* 
dowments of mind and body, and moft efpecially from 
his hofpitality, and the worthy ufe of his riches. He 
likens his beginning to that of Hercules ; and, accord- 
ing to his ufual manner of being tranfported with any 
good hint that meets him in his way, pafling into a 
digrefiion of Hercules, and his flaying the two fer- 
pents in his cradle, concludes the Ode with that hiflory « 

BEautcous Ortygia! the firft breathing-place 
Of great Alpheus* clofe and amorous race ! 
Fair Delos' fifter, the child-bed 

Of bright Latona^ where flie bred 
3 Th' orl. 
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Th' original new-moon ! 
Who faw'ft her tender forehead ere the horns wa 

grown I 
Who, like a gentle fcion newly ftarted out^ 
From Syracufa's fide doft fprout! 
Thee firft my fong does greet. 
With numbers finooth and fleet 
As thine own horfes' airy feet. 
When they young Cbromius' chariot drew^ 
And o'er the Nemaean race triumphant flew. 

Jove will approve my fong and me j 
Jove is concemM in Nemea, and in thee. 

With Jove my fong } this happy man, 
Young Chroroius, too, with Jove began 5 
From hence came his fuccefs. 
Nor ought he therefore like it lefs. 
Since the beft fame is that of happinefs; 
For whom fliould we efteem above 
The men whom Gods do love ? 
•Tis them alone the Mufe too does approve. 

Lo ! how it makes this vi£lory (hine 
O'er all the fruitful ifle of Proferpine ! 
The torches which the mother brought 
When the ravifliM maid (he fought, 
AppearM not half fo bright. 
But caft a weaker light. 
Through earth, and air^ and fcas, and up to th* heavenij 
vault. 



FIRST NEMi^AN ODE. x; 

»< To thee, O Praferpinc ! this iflc I give," 

Said Jove, and, aA he faid, 

Smirdy and bent his gracious head. 
■* And thou, O ifle !" faid he, ** for ever thrive, 

* And keep the value of our gift alive I 

'< As Heaven \(*ith ftars, fo let 
<* The country thick with towns be fct, 
*« And numberlefs as ftars ! 
** Let all the towns be then 
** Replcnifh'd thick with men, 
•« Wife in peace, and bold in wars ! 
<< Of thoufand glorious towns the nation, 
'^ Of thoufand glorious men each town a conftellation ! 

" Nor let their warlike laurel fcorn, 
»* With the Olympic olive to be worn, 
^* Whofe gentler honours do fo well the brows of peace 
" adorn r 

Go to great Syracufe, my Mufe, and wait 
At Chromius'' hofpitable gate 5 
'Twill open wide to let thee in. 
When thy lyre's voice (hall but begin 5 
Joy, plenty, and free welcome, dwells within. 
The Tyrian beds thou /halt find ready dreft. 
The ivory table crowded with a feaft : 
The table which is free for ev^y gueft, 

No doubt will thee admit, 
And feaft Ynore upon thee, than thou on it.. 
Chromius and thou art met aright, 
For, as by nature thou dolt write, 
So he by nature loves, snd does by nature fi^^lit. 

• Vol. II. C Nauv^ 
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Nature herfelf* wiiilft in tibe wooib h^ waay 
SowM ftrength and beauty through the farmipg fnafc} 
They mov'd the vital lump in every part, 
' And carved the members out with wondrous ait. 
She fiird his mind with courage* «iid with wi^^ 

And a vaft bounty, ^pt and fit 
For tlie gveat dower which Fortune made to tt% 

*Tis raadnefs fure treafures to hoard. 
And make them ufelefs, as in mines, remaiii. 
To lofe th' occafion Fortune does afibrd 

Fame and public love to gain : 

Ev'n for felf-conceming ends, 

'Tis wifer much to hoard-vp friends. 
Though happy men the prefent goods poffe^, 
Th' unhappy have their- ihare in future hopes no kls. 

How early has young Chromius begun 
The race of virtue, and how fwiftly run. 

And borne the noble prize away, 
Whilft other youths yet at the barriers ftay ! 
None but Alcides e'er fet earlier forth than he*: 
The God, his father's, blood nought could reftrain, 

'Twas ripe at firfl, and did difdain 
The flow advance of dull humanity. 
The big-limb'd babe in his huge cradle ky. 
Too weighty to be rock'd by nurfe's hands. 

Wrapt in purple fwadling-bands 5 
When, lo ! by jealous. Juno's fierce conamands. 

Two dreadful ferpents come. 
Rolling and hiding loud, into the room ; 
%o the bold babe they trace their bidden wayj 

FoAh» 



Forth from their flaming eyes dread lijghtnings went. 
Their gaping mouths ^d forked tongues, likethunder- 
bolts, preient* 

Some of th^ amazed wotncn dropt down dead 

With fear, fome wildly ted 
About the room, fome into<»mers crept. 

Where filcntly they (hook and wept : 
All naked frojn her bed the paifionate niother leapM, 

To fave or periih with her child ; 
She trembled, and (he cryM ; the mighty infant fm'd^d : 
The mighty infant feemM well pleas'd 
At his gay gilded foes ; 
iflmdi as their fpottetd necks tip to the cradle ro^. 
With his young warlike hands on both he feiz'dj 
In Vain they rag'd, in vain diey hifs'd. 
In vain their armed tails they twift. 
And angry circles caft about ; 
Black l)lood, and fiery breath, and poifonous foul, he 
{queezes out ! 

With their drawn fwords 
[n ran Amphitryo and the Theban lords | 
iVith doubting wonder, and with troubled joy. 
They faw the conquering boy 
Laugh, and point downwards to his prey. 
Where, in death* s pangs and their own gore, they fold- 
ing lay. 
When wife Tirefias this beginning knew, 
He told with eafe the things t' enfuc 5 

C 2 Fr 
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From what monfters he (hould free . 
The earthy the air, and Tea j 
What mighty tyrants he (hould flay. 
Greater monfters far than they 5 

How much at Phlaegra^s field the diflreft Gods A 
To their great offspring here below j 
And how his club fliould there outdo 

Apollo's filver bow, and his own father's thui 

And that the grateful Gods, at laft. 
The race of his laborious virtue paft. 

Heaven, which he fav'd, fliould to him giv 
Where, marry'd to eternal youth, he fliould 

live 5 
Drink neAar with the Gods, and all his fenfei 
In their harmonious, golden palaces i 

Walk with ineffable delight 
Through the thick groves of never-withering 1 
And, as he walks, affright 
The lion and the bear. 
Bull, centaur, fcorpion, all the radiant monftei 

THE PRAISE OF P I N D jA 
In imits^don of Horace's fecond Ode, 
'< Pindarum quifquis ftudet aemulari, &c 

PINDAR is imitable by none ^ 
The Phoenix Pindar is a vaft fpecies alone 
Who e'er but Dasdalus with waxen wings cou 
And neither (ink too low nor (bar too high ? 
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I ; What could he who fuUow'd claim, 
ib,1lff .vain boldnefs the imhappy fame» 
^' And by his faH a Tea to name } 
.«%Pindar*8 unnavigable fong 
ytkfwoln flood from fome fteep mountain pours along % 

i The ocean meets with fuch a voice, 
v^i his enlarged mouth, as drowns the ocean's noife. 

> Pindar does new words and figures roll 

own hit impetuous dithyrambic tide, 
Which in no channel deigns t' abide, 
Which neither banks nor dykes control i 
Whether th^ immortal Gods he fiugs, 
In a no lefs immortal drain, 

rthe great a6ls of God-defcended kings, 

^ho in his numbers ilill furvive and reign ; 
Each rich-cmbroiderM line, 
Which their triumphant brows around. 
By hit facrrd hand is bound, 

0€t all their A;iiry diadenu uutlhine. 

^htthcr at Pifa's race he plcufe 
carve in poliOiM veii't: the conqueror's images) 
'hcthcr the fwift, the (kilful, or the Ihong, 
J crowned in lus nimble, artful, vigorous Ibnf^ j 
'hethcr fome brave yuimg man's untimely fate, 
words worth dying for, Ik- celebrate — 

Such mournful, and fuch pleafing words, 
I joy to' his mothei's and his milirtU' grief aflfords— 

C 3 He 
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He bidi him lite and grow in fame | 

Among the ftars he fticka hit name i 

The grave can but the droft of him devour^ .: 

So fmall it Death*t> fo great the Poet*8» power 

Lo, howth' obiequioQi wind, and fwelling aiff 
The Theban fwan doei upwardt bear 

Into the walks of cloudt^ where he does play, 

And with extended wingi opens his liquid W3}rt 
Whilft, alas I my timorous Mufe 
Unambitious tracks purfues { 
Docs with weak, unballaft wings, 
About the mofly brooks nnd fprings, 
About the trees' new-bloiTomM heads. 
About the gardens* painted beds, 
About the fields and flowery meads, 
And all inferior beauteous things. 

Like the laborious bee, r 

For little drops of honey flee. 

And there with humble fwccts contents her indoftry. 

THE RESURRECTION, 

NO T winds to voyagers at Tea, 
Nor (howcrs to earth, more necelEiry be 
(IIeaven*8 vital feed caft on the womb of earth 
To give the fruitful year a birth) 
Than Vcrfe to Virtue $ which can do 
The midwife's oflUce and the nurfc's too s 
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It fcedi it (Irongly, and it clothes it gay. 

And, when it dies, with comely pride 
Embalms it, 'and ere£l8 a pyramid 
That never will decay 
Till heaven itfelf (hall melt away. 
And nought behind it (by. 

Begin the fong, and ftrilce the living lyre ; 

Lo ! how the years to come, a numerous and welKfitted 
quire, 

All hand in hand do decently advance. 

And to my fong with fmooth and equal mcafures dance 1 < 

Whilft the dance lafts* how lung foc'er it be. 

My mufic^s voice /hall bear ic company j 
Till all gentle notes be drown'd 
In the laft trumpet's dreadful found t 

That to the fpheres themfclves (hall filcncc bring. 
Untune the unlvcrfal (Iring : 
Then all the wide-extended (ley. 
And all th' harmonious worlds on high, 
And VirgiPs facred work, fliall die ; 

And he himfclf (hall fee in one fire fliine 

Rich Nature's ancient Troy, though built by hands 
divine. 

Whom thunder's difmal noife, 
And all that prophets and apoftles louder f;>ako. 
And ail the creatures' plain conl'pirin^ voice. 

Could not, whilll they liv'd, awake, 

This mightier found (ball make 

C 4 Whm 
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When dead farife; 
And open tombs, and open eyes^ 
To the long fluggards of five thoufand years ! 
This mightier found fliall make its hearers cart. 
Then (hall the fcatter'd atoms crowding come 
fiack to their ancient home ; 
Some from birds, from fifties fome ; 
Some from earth, and fome from fcas $ 
Some from beads, and fome from trees ; 
Some defcend from clouds on high. 
Some from metals upwards fly, 
And^ where th' attending foul naked and ihiverinjp 
ftands, 
Meet, falute, and join their hands ; 
As difpers'd foldiers, at the trumpet's call, 
Hafte to their colours all. 
Unhappy moft, like tortur'd men. 
Their joints new fet, to be ncw-rack'd again. 

To mountains they for ftielter pray. 
The mountains ftiake, and run about no lefs confus'd 
than they. 

'^top, ftop,^ my Mufe I allay thy vigorous heat. 

Kindled at a hint fo great f 
Hold thy Pindaric Pegafus clofely i|i> 

Which does to rage begin. 
And this fteep hill would gallop up with violent cdurft} 
'Tis an unruly and a hard-mouth'd horfe, 

. Fierce 
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Fierce and unbroken yet. 

Impatient of tlie ipur or bit | 
Now prancet ftately» and anon fliei o*cr the place | 
Difdain* the fervile law of any fettled pace* 
ConTciout and proud of his own natural force. 

Twill no unskilful touch endure. 
But fliogt writer and reader too, that fits not lure. 

THE MUSE. 

GO, the rich chariot inftantly prepare | 
The Qgeen, my Mufe, will take the air • 
Unruly Fancy with ftrong Judgment trace { 
Put in nimble-footed Wit, 
8mooth-pac*d Eloquence join with it i 
Sound Memory with young Inrention. place | 

Hamefs all the winged nice. 
I^t the poftillion Nature mount, and let 

The coachman Art be fct| 
And let the airy footmen, running all befidc. 

Make a long row of goodly pride, 
Vigures, Conceits, Raptures, and Sentences^ 

In a well-worded drefs | [Lyes, 

And innocent Loves, and pleafant Truths, and ufeful 
In nil their gaudy liveries. 
Mount, glorious Queen I thy travelling throne. 

And bid it to put oni 
For long, though chearful, it the way, 
And life^ alas 1 allows but one ill winter's day. 

Where 
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Where never foot of man, or hoof of beaft. 
The paflage prcfs'd s 

Where never fifh did fly. 
And with fhort filver wings cut the low liquid flcyi, 

Where bird with |)aintcd oart did iic>r 
Row through the tracklefs ocean of the air ; 
Where never yet did pry 

The bufy morning's curious eye j 
The wheels of thy hold conch pafs quick and free, . 

And all *s an open roud to thee I 

Whatever God did Say, 
Is all thy plain and fmooth uninterrupted 'way I 
Nay, cv*n beyond hit works thy voyages are kno«ni,. 

Thou 'haft thoufand worlds too of thinre own. 
Thou fpeak^ft, great Queen 1 in the fame ftyle as He $ 
And a new world leaps forth whoa thou fay*i(>.<< Jjf' 
*« it be." 

Thou fathom'ft the deep gulf of age* paft,' 

And canft pluck up with eaffc 
The years which thou doft pleafe ; 
Like ihipwrcck*d trcaibrcs, by rude tempeflt caft^i 

Long fince into the fca, 
Brought up again to light and public ufe by tbee. 

Nor doft thou only dive fo loUrf 
But fly 
With an unwearied wing the othfr way on high« . 

Where Fatei among the litre do grow ^ 

« '. 

Thice 
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There into the clofe neftt of Time doft peep« 

And thei«, with piercing eye, 
Through the firm (hell and the thick white, doft fyy 

Years to come a«forroing lie* 
Clofe in their facrcd fecundinc adeep. 

Till, hatched by the fun*t vital heat, 

Which o'er them yet.doei brooding Cat, 

They life and motion ge^ 
And, ripe at laft» with vigorous might 
Break through the ihell, and take tlieir ever lading ii^ght ! 

And furt we may 
The iame too of the prefcnt fay, 
If ptft and future timet do tiiee obey. 

Thou ftop'ft thii current, and doftmakc 
This running river fettle like a Jake ) 
Thy certain hand holdt fait this flippcry fnake ! 
The fruit which does fo quickJy waiie. 
Men fcarce can fee it, much Ui$ tatte. 
Thou comHteft in fwccts to make it lull. 
This fhining piece of ice, 
Which melts fo foun away 
With the fun's ray, 
Thy verfc does folidate and cryftallise, 
Till it a lafting mirror be t 
Nay, thy immortal rhyme 
Makes ^is one fhort point of time 
To fill up half the orb of round eternity. 

T a 
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TO MR. HOBBES. 

VAST bodies of philofophy 
I oft haVc feen and read ; 
But all are bodies dead. 
Or bodies by art fafhioned ; 
I ncTcr yet the living foul could fee. 

But in thy books and thee ! ' 
*Ti8 only God can know 
Whether the fair idea thau doft (how 
Agree intirely with his own or ho. 
This I dare boldly tell, 
'Tis fo like truth, 'twill ferve our turti ^» well*- 
Juft, as in Nature, thy proportions be^ 
As full of concord their variety, 
As firm the parts upon their centre reft, 
And all fo folid are, that they, at leaft 
As much as Nature, emptinefs deteft. 

Long did the mighty Stagyrite retain 
The univerfal intelle6lual reign. 
Saw his own country's fhort-livM leopard (lain i 
The ftronger Roman eagle did out-fly, 
Oftener renewM his age, and faw that die. 
Mecca itfelf, in fpite of Mahomet, pofTeil, 
And, chac'd by a wild deluge from the Eaft, 
His monarchy new planted in the Weft. 
But, as in time each great imperial race 
Degenerates, and gives fome new one place : 
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So did tbii noble empire wafte^ 

Sunk by degreei from glories pcft,' 
nd in the fchool-men*s haadi it peri(h*d quite at laft t 

Then nought but words it grew* 

And thofe all barbarous too i. 
It perifh'dy and it vanifliM there, 
tic life and foul, breathed out, becanM but empty ak t 

he fields, which anfwerM well the ancients* ploughf 
«nt and out-worn, return no harveft now ^ 
I barren age wild and unglorious lie. 

And boaft of pad fertility, 
he poor relief of prefent poverty. 
Food and fruit we now muft want, 

Unlefs new lands we plant. 
U break-up tombs' with facrilcgious hands | 

Old rubbiih we icraDvc ) 
owalk in ruins, like vain ghofts, wc love,. 
And with fon<l divining wands 

We fearch among the dca 1 

For treafmcs buried ) 
Whilft ftill the libcrnl earth does hoUl 
) many virgin-mines of uudifcovcr'd gold* 

ho Baltic, Kiixlne, and the Cafpiun^ . 
nd flendcr-limb'd Mediterranean, 
rm narrow creeks to thee, and only fit 
•rthc poor wretched fi/hcr-boals of wit i 
hy nobler veflcl the vaft ocean tries, 
And nothing fees b\it Teas and ikies, 

Till 
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Till unknown tt^mnt k deforiesy 
Thou great Golumbus of the g«lclcA lands ^of new phN 
' 4bib;)hies ! 
Thy talk was harder much -than hil $ 
For thy leamM America i« 
Not only found-out firft hy tkee^ 
And nidely4eft to future induftry 5 
But thy eloquence and thy wit, 
Has. planted, peopled, built, and civilia^d^ it. 

I little Hibught tjefore 
"(Nor, being my own felf ib poor^ 
Could comprehend fo vaft a ftorc^ 
That all the wardrobe of richEloquence 
Could have aflforded half enough. 
Of bright, of new, and, laftiug fluff, 
*To cloathe the mighty limbs of thy gigantic fenfe. 
Thy folid rcafon, like the (hield from heaven 

To the Trojan hero given. 
Too ftrong to take a mark from any mortal dart. 
Yet fliines with gold and gems in every part, 
And wonders on it grav'd by the leam'd hand of Art f 
A ihield that gives delight 
Ev^ to the enemies' fight. 
Then, when they 're fure to lofe the combat by 't. 

Nor can the fnow, which now cold Age does (he^ 

Upon thy reverend head, 
Quench or allay the tioble fires within ; 

But all which thou haft been. 

And 
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And all that Youth can be^ tkou *rt yet A 

So fully ftill doft thou 
njoy the manhood and the bloom of Wit» 
.nd all the natural beatj but not the fever Coo ! 
) contraries on Etna's top confpire { 
ere hoary frciftt, and by them breaks-oUt fire! 
. fecure poace the faithful neighboura keep ) 
V cmboldenM Diow next to the flame doea ikep I 

Andy if we weigh, like thee. 

Nature and Caufesj we (hall fee 

That thus it needs muft.be— 
'o things imroortali Time can do no wrong, 
ind that which never is to die, for ever muft be. young. 

OD E 8 T I N Y. 

Hoc quoque Fatale eft He ipAim expendere Fatum/* 

Manil. 

JTrange and unnatural ! let 's ftay and fee 
' This pageant of a prodigy, 
o, of iherafelvcs th' cnlivcnM Chefs-men mov^l 
0, the unbred, ilUorganM pieces prove 

As full of art and induftry. 

Of courage and of policy, 
^s we ourfclvcs, who think there^s nothing wiie but we t 

Here a proud Pawn I admire. 

That, ftill advancing higher. 

At 
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At top of ail berame 

Another thiii:; and name ; 
Here I *m amazM at th* anions of a Knight, 

That does bold wonders in the fight } 

Here I the lofing party blame. 

For thofe falfe Moves that break the Game, 
That to their Grave, the Bag, the conquered Pieces bring^^ 
And, above all, th* ihUeondua of tho Mated King» 

** Whatever thefc fecm, whatever philofophy 

" And fenfe or reafon tell," faid I, 
«* Thefe things have life, eleftion, liberty 5 

** *Tis their own wifdom moulds their ftate, 

** Their faults and virtues maktf their fate. 

*« They do, they do," faid I } but ftrait 
Lo! from my enlightened eyes themiAs and niadowsfell^ 
That hinder fpirits from being vifihlc ; 
And lo I I faw two angels play'd ihc Mate. 
With man, alas 1 no ctlicrwire it proves ; 
An unfccn hand makes all their Moves; 

And fome are great, and fome are fmall, 
Some climb to good, fome from good -fortune fall $ 

Some wife- men, and fome fools, wc call ; 
.Figures, alas ! of fpeech,. for Deftiny plays us all. 

Mc from the womb the midwife Mufe did take ; 
She cut my navel, wafh'd mc, and mine head 

With her own hands fhe fa/hioned ; 

She did a covenant with me make. 
And circumcised my. tender foul, and thus Hic fpakes 

" Tho» 
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** Thou of my church fhalt be j 
^< Hate and renounce'* faid flie, 
*' Wealth, honour* pleafures, all the world, for me, 
** Thou neither great at court, nor in the war, 
** Nor at th* exchange, (halt be, nor at the wrangling 
** Content thyfclf with the fmall barren praife, [bar i 
«« That neglcfted verfe does raifc.*' 
She fpake, and all my years to come 
Took their unlucky doom. 
Their fcvcral ways of life let others chufei 

Their fcvcral plcafurcs let them ufc. 
But I was born for Love, and for a Mufo* 

With Fate what boots it to contend f 
Such I began, fuch am, and fo mult end^ 
The ftar that did my being frame. 
Was but a lambent flame, 
And fome fmall light it did difpenfe, 
But neither heat nor influence. 
Ko matter, Cowley ! let proud Fortune fee. 
That thou canft her defpife no lefs than /lie does thee* 
Let all her gifts the portion be 
Of Folly, Luft, and Flattery, 
Fraud, Extortion, Calumny, 
Murder, Infidelity, 
I Rebellion and Hypocrify ; 

Do thou not grieve, nor blufh to he. 
As all th* infjiircd tuneful men. 
And all tliy great forefathers, were, from Homer down 
to Ben* 
Vol, II. D BRUTUS. 
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BRUTUS. 

Excellent Brutus ! of all human race 
The beft, till Nature was improvM by Grace j" 
Till men 'above themfelves Faith raifed more 

Than Reafon above bcafts before. 
Virtue was thy lifers centre, and from thence 
Did filently and conftantly difpenfe 

The gentle, vigorous influence 
To all the wide and fair circumference ; 
And all the parts upon it leanM fo eaiily,. 
Obeyed the mighty force, fo willingly. 
That none could difcord or diforder fee 

In all their contrariety : 
Each had his motion natural and free^. 
And the whole no more mavM than the whole world 
could be. 

From thy ftrift rule fome think that thou didft fwenre 
(Miftaken, honeft men !) in Csefar^s blood ; 
What mercy could the tyrant's life deferve. 
From him who kilPd himfelf, rather than fervcf- 
Th' heroic exaltations of Good 

Are lb far from undcrftood. 
We count thtm Vice j alas ! our fight 's fo ill. 
That things which fwifteft move feem to ftand ftil>f 
We look not upon Virtue in her height^ 
On her fupreme idea, brave and bright^ 

In the original light 2 

~ But 
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Birt as her beams refle£(ed paTs 
Through our own Nature or Ill-cufbin*s glafs i 
And ^tis no wonder, fo» 
If with dejected eye 
In (landing pools we feek the (ky. 
That (lars> fo high above, ikould feem to us below* 

Can we ftand by and fee 
Our mother robbed, and bound, and ravifh^d he. 

Yet not to her afliftance ftir, 
Pleas'd with the ftrcngth and beauty of the raviiher ? 
Or fhall we fear to kill him, if before 

The canceled name of friend he bore ? 
Ingrateful Bnitus do they call ? 
Ingniteful Cafar, who could Rome enthralll 
An aft more Jbarbarous and unnatural 
(In th* ex«5b balax>ce of true virtue try'd), 
Thaifliis fucceAbr Nero^s parricide ! 

There 's |ione but Bi-utus could deferve 

That all men elfe Ihould wifli to ferve. 
And Caefar^s ufurp*d place to him ihould proffer f. 
None can deferve *t but he who wouM refufe the offer.. 

Ill Fate aifum'd a body thee t' affright. 
And wrap'd itfelf i' th' terrors of the night : 
" I '11 meet thee at Philippi,'' faid the fprite j 
" I Ml meet thee there," faidfl thou, 
WitJi iVich a voice, and fuch a brow,^ 
/Is put die trembling ghoft to fudden flight ^ 
It vanifliM^ as a taper^s light 
Goes out when fpiriu appear in fight» 

D a 0nt 
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One would have thought 't heard the morning croWf 

Or feen her well-appointed ftar 
Come marching up the Eaftern hill afar. 
Nor durft it in Philippics field appear. 

But unfeen attacked thee there t 
Had it prefumM in any (hape thee to oppofct 
Thou would*ft have forc'd it back upon thy foes t 

Or (lain 't, like Cxfar, though it be 
A conqueror and a monarch mightier far than he* 

What joy can human things to us afford, 
When wc fee pcri/h thu«, by odd events, 

111 men, and wretched accidents, 
The bed caufc and bed man that ever drew a fwordi 

When we fee 
The falfe O^kavius and wild Antony, 

God-like Brutus I conquer thee f 
What can we fay, but thine own tragic word- 
That Virtue, which had wor/hip'd been by thee 
As the mod folid Good, and greateft Deity^ 

By this fatal proof became 

An idol only, and a name. 
Hold, noble Brutus ! and reftrain 
The bold voice of thy generous difdain i 

Thefe mighty gulphs are yet 
Too deep for all thy judgment and thy wit. 
The time 's fet forth already which (hall quell 
Stiff Reafon, when it offers to rebel i 

Which thefe great fecrets fhall uaftaly 

And new philoibphici rcvciU 4 

s A««r 



» R. U T U q. 37 

. few yeftrs more, fo foon hadft thou not dyM,. 
/"ould have confounded hiunan Virtue*$ pride, 
A^d fhewM thee a God crucifyM* 

TO DR. SCARBOROUGH. 

' T O W long, alas ! has our mad nation beea 
• -*• Of epidemic war the tragic fcene. 

When Slaughter all the while 
jem'd like its fea, embracing round the ifle, 
Ihh. tempefts, and red waves, noife, and affright B 
.Ibion no more, nor to be nam'd from white ! 
/Tiat province or what city did it fpare ? 
t, ly^e a plague, infe6led all the air. 
' Sure the unpeopled land 
i^ould'now untiird, defert, and naked ftand». 

Had God's all-mighty hand 
tt the fame time let loofe Difeafes' rage 

Their civil wars in man to wage. 

But thou by Heaven wert fent 

Thift defolation to prevent, 
L medicine, and a counter-poifon, to the age. 
carce could the fword difpatch more to the grave 

Than thou didft fave 5 
y wondrous art, and by fuccefsful care,' 
*he ruins of a civil war thou doft alone repair ! 

^he inundations of all liquid Pain, 

And deluge Dropfy, thDu dod drain.. 

D s pievers. 
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Feverty fo hot that one would (ay 

Thou might*ft as foon helUfiret allay 
(The damnM fcarce more incurable than tbey) 

Thou doft fo temper, that we findp 

Like goldy the body but refin*d> 

No unhealthful drofs behind. 
The fubtle Ague, that for furenefi* fake 
Takes its own times th* aflault to make, 
And at each battery the whole fort does ihake, 

When thy ftrong guards, and works, it ipiett 
Trembles for itfclf, and flies. 

The cruel Stone, that rcftlefs pain, 
That 's fometimcs roll'd away in vain, 
But dill, like Syfiphus's ftone, returns again. 
Thou brcak'ft and meltcft by learn'd juices' force 
(A greater work, though (liort the way appear. 
Than Hannibars by vinegar!) 

Opprefled Nature's neceflary courfe 
It ftops in vain $ like Mofes, thou 
Strik*ft but the rock, and ftrait the waters freely flow* 

The Indian fon of Luft (that foul difeafe 

Which did on this his new-found world but lately 

fcize. 
Yet fince a tyranny has planted here. 
As wide and cruel as the Spaniard there) 

Is fo quite rooted-out by thee, 

That thy patients feem to be 
Reftor*d not to health only, but virginity. 
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*be Plague itfelf, that proud imperial ill, 
(Thich deftroyt towns, and does whole armlet kill, 
r thou but fuccour the befieged heart, 
alls all its poifons forth, and does depart. 

As if it fear*d no left thy art, 
lian Aaron*s incenfe, or than Phineai* dart« 
^hat need there here repeated be by me 

The vaft and barbarous lexicon 
Of man*B infirmity f 

At thy ftrong charms it muft be gone 
hough a difeafe, as well as deril, were called Legion. 

rom creeping roofs to foaring cedar thou 
•oft all the powers and feveral portions know, 
fhich father-Sun, and mother-Eaith below. 

On their green infants here beftow i 
anft all thofe magic virtues from them draw. 

That keep Difeafe and Death in awe $ 
/ho, whilft thy wondrous ikill in plants they fee, 
ear left the tree of life (hould be found out by thee* 
.nd thy well-traverd knowledge, too, does give 
o lefs accAint of th' empire fcnfitive j 

Chiefly of man, whofe body is 

That aftivc foul's metropolis. 
s the great artift in his fphere of glafs 
iw the whole fcene of heavenly motions pafs { 
> thou know'ft all fo well that *s done within, 
J if fome living cryftal man thou *dft feen. 

D4. Nor 
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Nor does this fcience make thy crown aloiity- 

But whole Apollo is thine own j 
His gentler arts, belorM in vain by me^ 

Are wedded and erijojrM liy diee. 

Thoo *rt by this rioble mixture free 
From the phyiicians' frequeHf ibalady, 

Fantaftic incivility s 
There are who all their patiehtii' chagrin haf e, 
As if they took each mom worfe potions than tbeyg 
And this great race of leammg thou haft run, 

Ere that of life be half yet done ; 

ThoH fee'ft thyfelf ftill frc(h and ftrong. 

And like t* enjoy thy conquefts long. 
The firft fam'd aphorifm thy great mafter (poke^ ' 

Did he live now he would revoke. 

And better things of man report 5 
For thou doft make Life long, and Art but (h'ort* 

Ah, learned friend ! it grieves me, when I think 
That thou with all thy art muft die, 
As certainly as I ; 
And all thy noble reparations iink 
Into the Airc-wrought mine pf treacherous mortalit 
Like Archimedes, honourably in vain. 
Thou hOld'ft out towns that muft at laft be ta'*en» 
And thou thyfelf, their great defender, (lain* 
Let 's e^en compo\md, and for the prefent live^ 
^Tii all the ready-money Fate can give ^ 

Vnb 
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Cnbend fometimes thy rclUefs care. 

And let thy friepds fo happy be 

T' en J ay at once their health and thee : 
Some hours, ^t le^ft, to thine own pleafuiies (pare : 
Since the whole ftock may fooji exha'iitted be, 

Bcftow 't' hot all in charity. 
Let Nature anlf let Art do what they, pleafe. 
When all 's donfe. Life is an incurable difeafe. 
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OH^ Life.!. thou Nothing's younger brother ! 
So like, that one might take one for the other f 
What 's fomebpdy, or ncjbpdy ? 
In all the cobwebs of the fchoolmen's trade. 
We no fuch nice diftinftion woven fee, 

As 'tis ** to.be," or " not to be." 
'bream of a fhaddw! a refle6Viion made 
From the fai?e"^ldKes of the gay reflefted bow. 

Is a more folid thing than thou. 
Vain;^ weak-built ifthmus, which doft proudly rife 
Up betwixt two eternities ! 
Yet canft nor. wave nor wind fuHain, 
But, broken and o'erwhelm'^d, the endlefs oceans meet 
again* 

And with .what rare inventions do we drive 
OurfelVes then to furvive ? 

Wife, 
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Wife, fubtle arti» and fuch ai well befit 

That Nothing Man*s no wit 1^ 
Some with vaft coftly tombs would purehafe it» 
And by the proofs of death pretend to live. 

** Here lies the greaf *— falfe marble I where } 
Nothing but fmall «nd fordid duft lies there.— 
Some build enormtet mountain -palaceii 

The fools and archite£ls to pleafe } 
A lading life in well-hewn ftone they rear i 

So he, who on th* Egyptian fliore 
Was flain fo many hundred years before. 
Lives dill (oh Life 1 mod happy and moft dear t 
Oh Life I that epicures envy to hear t) 
Lives in the dropping ruins of his amphitheatre. 

His father-in-law an higher place does claim 
In the feraphic entity of fame ) 
He, fince that toy his death, 
Does fill all mouths, and breathes in all men's bre: 
*Ti8 true, the two immortal fyllables remain ^ 
But oh, ye learned men ! explain 
What eflence, what exiftcnce, this. 
What fubftance, what fubfiftencc, what hypoftafis^ 

In fix poor letters is t 
In thoie alone does the great Csefar live, 

'Tis all the conquered world could give. 
We Poets, madder yet than ally 
With a rcfin'd fantoftic vanity, 
Think we not only have, but give, eternity* 
Fain would I fee that prodigal, 

\ 
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"^ . . ho hit to-tnorraw would beftow. 
For all old Homei^t lifey e^r (ince he dy*d| till novrl 

THE EXTASY. 
T Leave mortalit/i and things helow { 
'> I have no time in complimentt to waftef 
Farewell to* ye all in hafte^ 
For I am caird to go* 
A whirlwind bean-up my didl feet, 
Th* officious clouds beneath them meet | 
And lo I I mount» and lo J 
How fmall the biggeft parti of earth*t proud title ihowt 

Where (hall I find the noble Britifti land ? 
Lo ! I at laft a northern fpeck eCjfy, 
Which in the Tea does lie. 
And feems a grain o* th' find ! 
For this will any fin, or bleed ? ^ 

Of civil wars is this the meed f 
And is it this, alas ! which we 
(Oh irony of words !) do call Great Britanie f 

I pafs by th* arched magazines which hold 
Th' eternal ftores of froft, and rain, and fnow | 
Dry and fecure I go. 
Nor (hake with fear or cold i 
Without affright or wonder 
I meet clouds charged with thunder^ 
And lightnings, in my way, 
like harmleft lambent fires about my temples play. 

Now 
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Now into' a gentle fea of rolling flame 
I'm pliingM, and ftiU mount hig^r the^e^ - . 
As flames mount up through air t 
So perfeft, yet fo tame. 
So great, fo pure, fo bright a fire^ 
Was that unfortunate defire. 

My faithful bread did cover, . 
Then, when I was of late a wretched mortal lover* 

Throiin;h fevcFal orbs which one fair planet bear^ 
Wilt re I behold diftinftly as I pafs 
The hints of Galileo's glafs, 
I touch at laft the fpangled fphere i 
Here all th' extended iky 
Is but one gnlaxy, 

'Tis all fo bright and gay,. 
And the joint e^es of night make up a perfe£l day* 

Where am I now ? Angels, and God is here j 
An unexhauftcd ocean of delight 
Swallows my fenfes quite. 
And drowns all What, or How, or Where f 
Not Paul, who iirll did thither pafs. 
And this great world's Columbus was. 
The tyrannous pleafure could exprefs. 
Oh, 'tis too much for man ! but let it ne'er be lefs l 

The mighty' Elijah mounted fo on high. 
That fecond man who leap'd the ditch where all 
The reft of mankind fall. 
And went not downwards to the iky I 

Witfc 
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^hfa much of pKop and ihinr 

(As conquering. lungs in triumph gd) 

Did he to heaven approach^ [coach. 

j\nd wondrous was his -way, and v«mdrottt was hi« 

Twas gaudy all ; and rich in every part 
Df eiTenceSy of gems $ and fpirit of gold 
Was its fubftantial mould. 
Drawn forth by chemic angels' art. 
Here with moon-beams 'twas filver'd bright, 
Thtre double-gilt with the fun's light j 
Ahd myftic ihapes cut round in n't, 
Figures that did tranfcend a vulgar angel's wit. 

The horfes were of temper'd lightning made^ 
Oir all that in Heaven's beauteous paHures feed 
The nobleft, fprightfurft breed j 
And flaming manes their necks array'd : 
They all were ihod with diamond. 
Not fuch as here are found. 

But fuch light folid ones as ihiue 
On the tranfparent rocks o' th' Heaven-cryftalline. 

Thus mounted the great Prophet to the fkies ; 
Aftonifli'd men, who oft had feen ftaw fall. 
Or that which fo they call, 
Wonder'd horn hence to fee «ne rife* 
The foft clouds melted him a way { 
The fnow and frofts which in it lay 
Awhile the facred footfteps bore j 
Tke wheeb and horfes' hoofs hizz'd as they pail them o>r ! 
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He paft by th* moon and planets, and did fright 
All the worlds" thei>t which at this meteor gaz'd^ 
And their aftrologers amaz*d 
With th* unexampled fight. 
But where he ftoppM will ne'er be known. 
Till Phoenix Nature, aged grown. 
To' a better being do afpire. 
And mount herfelf, like him, to' eternity in fire. 



TO THE NEW YEAR*^ 

GREAT Janus ! (who doft fure my miftrefs view 
With all thine eyes, yet think'ft them all too few)i 
If thy fore-face do fee 
No better things preparM for me,. 
Than did thy face behind ; 
If dill her breaft mull fhut againft me be 
(For 'tis not Peace that temple's gatie does bind) j 
Oh, let my life, if thou fo many deaths a coming find^ 

With thine old year its voyage take. 
Borne down that ftream of Time which no return can. 
make 1 

Alas ! what need I thus to pray ? 
Th' old avaricious year. 
Whether I would or no, will bear 
At leaft a part of me away : 

His 
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His well-horsM troops, the months, and days, and hours> 
Though never any-where they ftay^ 
Make in their paflage all their prey j 

The monthsi days, hours, that march i' th' rear can find 
Nought of Talue left belund. 

All: the good wine of life our dnmken youth devours j 

Soumefs and lees, which to the bottom fmk. 
Remain for latter years to drink ; 

Until, fome one offended with the tafte,. 

The vcifel breaks^ and out the wretched relics run at laft. 

If then, young Year ! thou needft muft come 

(For in Time's fruitful womb 
The birth beyond its time can never tarry. 

Nor ever can mifcarry) f 
Chufe thy attendants well ; for 'tis not thee 

We fear, but 'tis, thy company : 
Let neither Lofs of Friends, or Fame, or Liberty^ 
Nor pining Sicknefs, nor tormenting Pain,. 
Nor Sadnefsy nor uncleanly Poverty, 

Be feen among thy train : 

Nor let thy livery be 
Either black Sin, or gaudy Vanity : 

Nay, if thou lov'ft me, gentle Yearl 

Let not fo much as Love be there ; 
Vain fruitlefs Love, I mean 5 for, gentle Year ! 
Although I fear. 

There 's of tliis caution little need. 
Yet,, gentle Year ! take heed 

How 
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How thoti doft make 
Such a miftake t 
Such Love I mean» alone, * 

As Uy thy cruel predeceiTort has been fliown f . 

For, though I have too much catife to doubt It, 
I fain would ti^ for once if Life can live without it. 

Into the future times why do we pry, 

And feek to antedate our mifcry ? 

Like jealous men, why are we longin|f ftiH 

To fee tlfe thing which only feeing makes an ill f 

Tis well the face is veil'd j for 'twere a fight 

That would ev'n happieft men affright ) 
And fomething ftUi they 'd fpy that would deftrof 

The paft and prefent joy. 

In whatfoever chara£ler 

The book of Fate is writ, 

'Tis well we underftand not it j 
We (hould grow mad with little learning there i 
Upon the brink of every ill wc did forcfee, 

Undccently and fooliflily 
We ftiauld ftand flilvering, and but flowly venture 

The fatal flood to enter. 
Since, willing or unwilling, we muft do it, 
'J hey feci Icail cold and pain who plunge at onte into itf 
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9 *« Nafctntes Morimur.** Ma NIL. 

« 

WE 're ill by thefc grammariaps usM ; 
We ar( abasM by words^ grofsly abused ; 
From the maternal tomb,^ 
To the grave's fruitful womb, 
We call here Life J but Life 's a name 
That nothing^ jiere can truly claim : 
Triiis wretched inn, where we fcafce ftay to h^/tf 
We call our dwelling-place ^ 
We call one Hep a race : 
But angelsy in their full enlighten'd ftite, 
Angelsywho Live> and know what '1^ to Be; 
Who all the nonfenfe of our language fee ; 
Who fpeak Things^ andouc words> their ill-drawn pic- 
' tures, fcorn ; * 

WhfiD we, by' a fooliih figure, fay, 
- ^* Behold an old man dead !" then they , 
Speak properly, and cry, " Behold a man-child bpm T* 

My eyes are open'd, and I fee 
'nirough the tranfparent fallacy : 
Becaufe yrc feem wiiely to talk 
X.ike men of buiinefs; and for-builnefs walk 
From place to place. 
And mighty voyages we take. 
And mighty journeys feem to make, 
0''er ff a and land^ the little point that has no fpace : 
Vol. IL • E Becaufe 
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Becaufe we fight, and bi^ttics gain ; 
Some captives call, and fay " the reft are flain f ' 
Becaufe we heap up yellow earth, aqd fq 
Rich, valiant, wife, and virtuous, fcem to grow{» 
Becaufe we draw a long mobility 
From hieroglyphic proofs of heraldry, 
And impudently talk q^a j^pfterity. 

And, like Egyptian chroniclers, • 

Who write of twenty*thourand years, * ^ 

With maravedies make th' account, 
That ilngle time might <o a fum amount r • 

Wc grow at laft by cyftom to believe. 

That really we Live : . ^ 

Wiiilft all thefe Shadovirs, that for Things we take, 
Are but the empt]^ dreams which in Dcath^s Q&itp we 
make. ^ 

But thefe fantattic eiTors of dur dream 

Lead us to folid wrong ;* • 

Wc piay God our friends' torments to prolong. 

And wifli uncharitably for them 
To be as long a dying as Methufalem. \ 

1 he ripen'd foul longs from his prifon to come $ 
But we would feal, and fow up, if we could, the wombi 
We feck to clofe and plaifter up by art 
The cracks and breaches of th* extended (hclb 

And in that narrow cell 

Would rudely force to dwell 
The noble vigorous bird already wing'd to part-* 

THE 



; i' 3 



4rHE iCXXlV* CHAPTER OF THE 
PROPHET/is AIAH. 



A Wake, atiA with atteiftidVi heaf, 
«^T^ Thou diowfy World I 1^ it concerns thee near ; 
* Awake, I fay^and liiten well, 
JTo what Fr«|a God, I, his loud prophet|^tell. 
Bid both the poles fupprcfs t^cir ftormy noife, 
And bid the roaring fea contain its voice. 
* Be ftill) thou f^; be dill, thoU air and earth> 
Still^s old Chaos, before Motion's birth i 
^A dreadful holt of judgments is gone ou^ 
In*rfchgth and number moi"9 
Then e*er was rais'd by God before, ' ^ 
*ro- fcourge ttie rebel world, and mafth it round about. 

1 fee thfe A*\Dird of God brandifh'd above, 

^nd frbi^ it ftreams a difmal ray ; ^ 

I (m thf Icabbard ca(t away ; 
Ht9W red ation with (laughter will it prove ! 

How will il fwtsat and reek in blodd I 
How will the fcarlet-glutton be o'ergorgcd with his 

And devour all the mighty fenft ! [food. 

Nothing Ibon but bones will reft. 
God does a foiemn facrifice prepare i 

£ 2 But 



altar ail,die kndj^and jUbmea ia ^^pV^^pii 
beafti » Icwtf l»v«iKrifi€»d beeal ' 




But n«t ^^^nmiy ner tff fdk^ 
Not of kidfl» iiQff\i^;tlicir daniH ^ ♦» . ^.^ 
Not of heifimf aor p£ lAibt t^ ^ ^' ' 

The altar "'•"* " " *" 
*SincC; 

The bea^lo long 1iafielkri$€|d beeal 
Since men their birth-ngitt^fomit fSiX,hf Ai,^^ 
'Ti8%t at kft bcAftt ^rnvenge AoA^Jbiir'^ 
And facrifice^ iribi lliB lauf bre tl u wtt ftipeu 

Sowillt^effaU^fowilltheyiU. . ij^ 

^ch will 4ft creatiu«s^irUd diftKaftuNri^ i \, Qp 

» Whea^atthefinndooiiif .'. .' 

Nature and Time ftidl both be i|tta» ■- , • j 

Shall Aragpe With pttAC% paagtm vmrJ ^; .{ 

And the wMe world thdr fnneral fitlff bctpmJt\{ ^ 

:ch'drqroUof hetven«.iriadrfiilk '^ 



. The w^ftfet< 
Immortal as the Seitjr thinks * 

Within the heyitMiusdiaraaen that fa it . m-M 
With fuch deep fenfc by God'i ' " " 
(Whofe eloquence, tho«|^ 
Shall cracktoy and the pArts 

Like parchaieot ia a fire » 
Th* exhauftfd fun to th* 
' But tndy then headlong into die fea ddcend t 
The glittjerkig Boft> now in fuch fmx anay» . { 

So pfDudy io wdl-appointed> and to gay, -:4 

Like fearfal troopt in (boie ftrong «iiibo4k.ta*an^ . 
Shall fome fly routed, and ibmt fall fiaia. 
Thick as ripe fruit* or yellc^xr leaves* ia autnma fiiUf 
With fuch a violent ftorm as blows down tree aad all* 
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And thouy O curfea land I i 

l^ch wilf not fee the precipice where thou doft ftand 
^ l^hoiighliiouftand*^juft upon the brink) 
thou mf ith poifonM 4>owl the bitter dregs (halt drink. 

Thy rivers and thy lakes fhallfb * 
With human b]^d overflow, 
That they (hall fetch the flaughter'd corpfe away, « 
^luclUn die fields around u^uricd lay, 
dnd rob the beafts and birds to give the nfli their prey : 
TM rotting corpfe fhall fp infeft the air, 
^^Cget fuch plagues and putrid venoni£ tlierc. 

That by thine own dead ihall be (lain f* 

, All thy few living that remain. 

As one wlio buys, furveys, a grouiul, 
§o dbe deflroying-angel meafures it around ^ 

•Sc^areful and fo ftricl he is, 
Left any nook or corner he fhould mifs : 

He walks «bout the perifhing /latiou, -* 

^uin behind him ftalks and empty Defoluiioi^. ^ 

rheii fliall the market and the pleading-place 

5c cho^d^'d with brambles and o'ergrown with gi'afs : 

The'ferpeiits through thy ftreets ftiall roll, 
fVnd in thy lower rooms the wolves (hall howl, 
\nd thy gilt chambers lodge the raven and tlie owl, 
f\.nd all the wingM ill-omens of the air, 
Though no new ills can be foreboded there : 
The lion then (hall to the leopard fay, * 

** Brother leopard, come away 5 
< Behold a land which God has given us in prey ! 

E J «' Beheld 
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** Behold a land frum whence we fee 

*' Mankind expulsM> his and our commoiiSnemy T* 

The brother leopard ihakes hlmfelfy andl does notlby. 4 

The glutted viijturc| ftiall expeft in vain 
New armies to be flain « 
Shall find at laft the bufmcfsMonc, ., ^ . 

Leave their confumed quarters, and be gone : ' 

Th* iinburied ghoftftihall fadly moan, 
The fat^TS laugh to hear them groan : 
The evil fpirits, that delight . 

To dance and revel in the maik of night, ^ # 

The moon and ftars, their fole fpc6lators, ihall afiright t 
And, if of k>ft mankind 
Aught happen to be left behind ^ 

If any relics but remain j i 

They in the dens (hall lurk, beails in the palaces fliall 
reign. 

THE PLAGUES OF EGYPT. 

IS this thy bravery, Man, is this thy pride ? 
Rebel to God, and (lave to all befide { 
Captiv'd by every thing ! and only free 

To fly from thine own liberty J 
AU creatures, the Creator faid, were thine ; 
No creature but might fmce fay, " Man is mine.** 
In black Egyptian (lavcry we lie ; 
And fweat and toil in the vile drudgery 

Of 
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Of tyrant Sin i 
To which itt trophies raife, and wear out all our lureath 
In building up. the monui^nts of Death ; 
We, the choice race, to God and angels lun I 
In vain the prophets and apofUes oon& ^ 
To call us home, 
' Home to t)ie promis'4 Canaan above. 
Which do^wlti nourilhing milk and pkafant honey 

flow; 
And even i* th* way to which we fhould be fed 
With angels' taftefiil bread : 
But we, alas ! the flelh-pots love. 
We love the very leeks and fordid roots below* 

In vain we jud^meifts feel, and wonders fee 1 
In vain did God to defcend hither deign i 
He was his own ambaffador in vain, 
Our Mofes and our guide himfelf to be I 

We will not let ourfelves to. go, 
And with worfe hardened hearts do our own Pharaohs 

Ah ! left at laft we perifh fo, [grow. 

Think, ftubborn Man, think^f th' Egyptian Prince 
(Hard of belief and will, but not fo hard as thou) ; 
Think with what dreadful proofs God did convince 
The feeble arguments that human power could (how f 

Tnink what plagues attend on thee. 
Who Mofes* God doft now refufe, more oft than 
Mofes he. 

E 4 " If 
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*' If from fome god you come*^ (faid the proud king 
• With half a fmile and half a fi-own t 

*< But what god can taEggrpt be unknown ?) 

* * What fign ; what powers, what credence,do yofu bring V 
'< Behofdiiit feal 1 behold his hand !** 

Cries Mofes, and cafts down th* all-mighty wand* 
Th' all-mighty wand fcarce timch'd tht earthy 
When, with an undifcemed birtffi -J 
Th' all-mighty wand a ferpent gi'ew. 

And his long half in painted' folds behind him drewt 
Upwards his threatening tail he threw | 
Upwards he cail his threatening head : 
He gap*d and hifs'd aloud, 

With flaming eyes furvcy'd the trembling crowd, 

And, like a bafiliflc, almoft look* ^ th' aflembly (|^d ; 

Swjft fled th' amazed king, the guards before' himiied. 

Jannes and Jamhres flopped their flight. 

And with proud words allay 'd th' affright. 
•* The^God of flavcs,*' faid they, " how can hebe 
** More powerful than their maflers* deity?* 

And down they caft their rods. 
And mutter'd fecrct founds that charm the fervile gods 

The evil fpirits their charms obey. 
And in a fubtle cloud they fnatch the rods away, 
And ferpents in their place the airy jugglers lay. 

Serpents in.Egypt*s monflrous land 
Were ready ftill at hand, 
Ar.d all at the Old Serpent's firft command. 

And 
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And they loo gap'd, and they too' hifs^d^ 
And they their threatening tails did twift $ 
But ftnnt on b6th the Hebrew-fcrpent flew. 
Broke both their a6live backs, alhd both it dcwp 
And both almoft at once devoured ; 

So much ^s over-powerM, 
By God^s miraculous creation. 
His fervant'8, Nature's,' flightly-wit>ught and fceblcjge- 
# neration ! 

On the famM bank the. prophets flood, 
jTouchM with their rod, and wounded, all the flood ; 
Flo«^ now no more, but a long vein of putrid blood. 
The helplefs iiih were found 
In their ftrange current drownVl : 
rbe kerbs and trees waihM^by the mortal tide 

A0but it blufli'd and dy'd : 
Ch* amazed crocodiles made haile to ground^ 
Troiy their vail trunks the dropping gore they fpied, 
rbought it their own, and^readfully aloud they cried* 
i Nor all thy prieils, nor thou 
Oh king ! could'ft ever (how 
Trom whence thy wandering Nile begins his courfe— 
Df this new Nile thou feeft the facred fource 5 
^•And, as thy land that does o^rflow, 
Take heed left this do fo ! 
^That plague more juft could on thy waters fall > 
The Hebrew infants' murder ftains them all : 
The kind, inftrti^ling punifliment enjoy j [ftroy, 

AThom the red river cannot mend, the Red-fea (hall de- 

The 
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The river ytt gate one mftnidioo noit'i 
Andy from the rotting Afli and nneoncoAcd goct- 
( Which WM but vrntur juft before), 
A iotthfome bdi was qnickly nuulot 
That fcaPd the bankt» and with. loud notfe did all') 
country* invade. < " 

At Nilui when he quits hia (kcrtd bed 
(But like a friend he viHtt all the land 

Wltli welcome prefents in hit hand) # 
So did this Living Tide the Heidi o^erfpread i 
In vain th* alarmed countiy tries 
To kill their noifome enemies i 
From th* unexhaufted foorce ftill new recruits arife* 
Nor does the earth thefe greedy troops fnffice. 
The towns and houfes they poiTefSy 
The temples and the palaces, • 

Nor Pharaoh, nor his gods, they feari 
Both their importune croakings hear. 
Unfatiate yet, they mount up higher, ^ 

Where never ftin-born Frog durft to afpire, 
And in the filken beds their flimy members place |, 
A luxury unknown before to all the watery race ! 



The water thus her wonders did produce } 

But both were to no uie j 
As yet the forccrcrs" mimic power ferv*d for excufe» 
" Try what the earth will do,'* laid God, and lo ! 

They (Irook the earth a fertile blow, 
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^nd all the duft^did ftrait to ftir bcgin^ 

[)Se wditld have thoujpt (ome fudden wind * t had beta $ 

But lo ! *twas nimfile life waa gat within ! 

And all the little ^ponga did move, 
/ln#eTery duft did an annM vermin prove, 
Of m unhfown anc^ new-created kind» 
Such as thf magic-gods could neither make nor find. 
The wretched (hameful Foe allowed no reft 

*%ithcr to man or beaft. 
f^ot Pharaph from th* unquiet plague could be> 

With all nit change of iaiments» free j 

The (|prils themfelves confefs'd 

This was God*s hand ; an4*twas but jujft. 
To puni(h thus man*s pride, to puni(h duft with duft. 

Lb ! the third element does his plagues prepare, 
fbid fwarming clouds of infe^ls fill the air i 
With fullen noife they take their flight. 
And march in bodies infinite ; 
[n vain *tis day above, ^tis ftill beneath them night* 
Of harmful Flies the nations numberlefs 
ComposM this mighty anny*s fpacious boaft } 
Of different manners, different languages j 
And different habits, too, they wore. 

And different arms they bore $ 
And Ibme, like Scythians, livM on blood, 
And fome on green, and fome on flowery food i 
/bid Accaron, the airy prince, led on this various hoft* 
Houfes fecure not men, the populous ill 
Did all the houfes fill : 
3 The 
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The country all around ^ 

Pid with the crkt of tortured canle (bund ; 
About the fields en^M they flew* 
And wifli'd the plague that wm t' ^nTiiy, 



From poifonous ftart a mortal influence; 

^The mingled malice of their flaipe) ^ 4 
A flcilful angel did th' ingredients take. 
And with juil hands the fad compofure make^ * 4 
And ov«r all the land did the full vial^lke. 
Thirft^ giddinefs, farntnefs, and putrid heats. 

And pining psrins, and fhivering fweatf, 
-On allthe cattle, allihe beads, did fall $ 
With deform'd death the country's covered alK * 
The labouring ox drops down before the plow; 
The crowned viflims to the altar led 

Sink, and prevent the lifted blow 1 
The generous horfe from the full manger tui^^shisl 

Does his lov'd floods and paihires fcom, 

itates the (hrill trumpet and the horn. 

Nor can his lifelefs nofbil pleafe 
With the once-ravi(hing fmell of all his dappled mifl 

The ftarving (heep rcfufe to feed, 
They bleat their innocent fouls out into air } 
The faithful dogs lie gafping by them there § "[1 
Th* aftonifhM ihepherd weeps, and breaks his tui 

Thus did the beads for man's rebellion die $ 
God did on man a gentler medicine try. 
And a Difeafe, for Pbyfjc, did apply. 
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rarm aibet from the furnace Mofes took ; 
he iorcerert did With wonder on him look» 
^ And finird at th' unaccuftomM fpcll, 
• Which QO Emtian rituals tell : 
t flings die pregnafitadies through the air. 

And fp^ft a mighty prayer , 
ith which the miniftering winds around all Egypt hear. 
I gentle wefteru blafts with downy wings, 

JIatching the tender fprings, 
> tlr unb^ budi with vital whifpcrs fay, 

" Yi lii*ig buds, why do yv liay ?*' 
le pafConate buds break through the bark their wayi 
I wherefoe*er this tainted wind but blew, 

^ Swelling pains and ulcers grew j 
from the body caird all fleeping poifons out. 

And to them added iiew ; 
noifome fpring of (bres, as thick as leaves, did fprout. 

Heaven itfelf is angry next $ 

(Woe to man, when Heaven isvexi I) 
With fullen brow it frown'd, 
id murmurM fir ft in an impcrfc£): found i 
Till Mofes, lifting up his hand, 
aves the expelled fignal of his wand j 
id all the full-char^d clouds in ranged fquadrons 

move. 
And fill the fpacious plains above ; 
trough which the rolling thunder firft does play, 
id opens wide the tempeil^s noify way, 

An4 
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And ftrtit a ftony (howcr 
Of roonftrdttfe Hail does dowAwaiHh ptfctt. 
Such as ne'er winte^yet biKnight fofth. 

From all her ftdrmy magazines o^e ttoM. 

It all the beafts and men abrdad^M flay> 

0>r the defaced corpfe, like monumefits^ l^y ^ 

The hoMfes and ftrong-boAy*d trees it brbkie. 
Nor aikM aid from the thunder^s ftrbkt s 

The thunder but fortirr* tbrotigh it flc#, '^ 
The hail alohe the work cbtAl do. #^ 
The difmal lightnings all arounliy 

^me flying through the air, Tome running &n the | 
Some fwimmlng o*cr tl^ water's face, 
Fiird with bright hon*or every place : • 

One would have thought, their dreadful day to lia; 

The very hail, and rain itfclf, l^d kindled been. 

The infant corn, which yet did fcarce appear, 
Efcap'd this general mafl'acns 
Of every thing that grew. 
And the well-ftor'd Egyptian year 
Began to cloathe her fields and trees anew. [ 

"When lo ! a fcorching wind from the burnt co\i 
And endlefs legions wfth i^^drew 
Of greedy Locufts ; who, where'er 
With founding wings they flew. 
Left all the earth depol^ulate and bare, 
As if Winter itfcif had raarch'd by there. 

Whate'er the Sun and Nile 
Cave with large bounty to the thankful foil. 
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The wictihcd pillagen bore tway, 
And the whole Summer was theirprey { 

Till Mofet with a prayer 
BreathM forth a violent w«ftem wind, 
AVhich all thcfe living cloudi did headlong bear 

(No ftragglers left behind) 
Into the purple Tea, and there beftow 
On the luxurious tifti a fcaft they ne*cr did know. 
With untitught joy Pharaoh the news docs hear. 
And little thinks their fate attends on him and his To 
near. . 

IVhat blind nefs or what darknefs did there c*cr 

Like this undocile kMg^ appear t 
^hat, e*eri hut that' which now ducR rcprcfcnC 
And paint the crime out in the punilhmcnt ? 
Prom the Seep baleful -caves of hell below. 
Whew the old mother Night docs grow— 
Subllantial Night, that docs difclaim 
Privation's empty name- 
Through fccrct conduits mondrous (hnpes arofc, 
^uch at the* fun's whole force could not oppufc s 
They with a folid cloud 
All heaven^s ccliplcd face did Oiroud ; 
fetm^d, with large wings fprcad o'er the lea and earth. 
To brood up a new Chaos's deformed birth. 

And every lamp, and every fire. 
Did at the dreadful fight wink and expire, 
To th* Empyrean fowce all llrcums of light fccm'd to 
retire. 

The 
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The living men v/tn ia their ftaftding-hodfes baricii 
But the long Night no flnmber kaowt. 
But the ihoit Death finds no repofe t 

Ten thouland terron through the darkneis fled, 

And ghofts compbinM, and fpints mumnired^. 
And Fancy*s multjpl3ring fight 

ViewM all the fcenes invifib^ of Night.. 

Of God*t dreadfnl anger tfaefe "^ 

Were but the firft light ikirmifhief ; 
The fliock and bloody battle now begint» 
The plenteous hanreft of full-npen*d fins« ' 

It was the time when the QiU moon 
Was mounted (bftly to her nopn. 
And dewy Sleep, which from Nights fecret ipringt aco 

Gently as Nile the land overflows. 
When lo ! from the high countries of refined day. 

The golden heaven without allay— 
Whofe drofs, in the creation purg'd away. 

Made up the fun*s adulterate ray- 
Michael, the warlike prince, does down wards fly. 
Swift as the joumies of the fight. 
Swift as the race of light. 
And with his winged will, cuts through the yieldix 

iky. 
He pafsM through many a ftir, and, as he paft. 
Shone (like a ftar in them) more brightly there 

Than they did in their fphere. 
On a tall pyramid*s pointed head h^flopp*d at laft,. 
And a mild look of facred pity caft 

Dov 
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)own on the fmful land where he was fcnt^ 

T* inflift the tardy punifliment. 
Ah ! yet," faid he, " yet, ftubborn king I repent, 

«• Whilft thus unarmM I (land. 
Ere the keen fword oi God fill my commanded hand j 
Suffer but yet thyfclf, and thine to live : 

'* Who would, nlat ! believe 

«* That it for man,** faid hu^ 

*< So hard to be forgiven Hiuuld be. 
And yet for God fo eafy to forj;Ivc T* 

He fpokc, and downwards flew, 
^nd o*er his fliining forth a well-cut cluud he threw. 

Made of the blackeft fleece of Night, 
ind clofe*wrought to keep in the powerful light, 
ct wrought fo flue it hindered not hit flight -, 
ut through the key-holes and the chinks of dourv, 
^nd through the narrow'it wolks of crooked pons. 

He pall more Iwift and free, 
'han in wide air the wanton fwallows flee. 
le took a pointed Pellilence in his hand ; 
'be fpirits of thoufand mortal p;>irons luadc 

The ftrongly-tempciM bhulc, 

The fliarpelt fword that e'er was laid 
fp in the magazines of God to fcoiU|.',c a witkoil l.iiiJ, 
hiou|'Ji Kgypl's wicked land his march ht took, 
iiul as hi" marclrd the facred firll-horn lliuo). 

()i cvi-ry woml) j none did liv fparc, 
uT.i'i iiom tlie mcanclt Ixail lu C'likKu^ ]uii}lc \.''.\. 

Vol. II. h it.f 



C6 COWLEY^S POEMS. 

The fwift approach of endlefs night 
Breaks ope the wounded fleepers* roiiiug eyes $ 
They* awake the reft with dying cries^ 
And darknefs doubles the affright ; 
The mixed founds of fcatter'd deaths they hear. 
And lofc their parted fouls 'twixt grief and fear. 
I^ouder than all the fliHeking women^s voice 
Pierces this chaos of confufed noife ; 
As brighter lightning cuts a way 
Clear and didinguifliM through the day. 
With lefs complaints the Zoan temples found. 

When the adored heifer '* drown'd. 
And no true-mark*d fucceffor to be founc** 
AVhillt health and ftrength, and gladnefs, docs pofleft 
The feftal Hebrew cottages ; 
The blcft Dcltroyer comes not there. 
To interrupt the facred chcar 
That new begins their well-reformed year s 
Upon their doors he read and underftood, 

God's proteflion, writ in blood j 
Well was he f^'iWA i' tV chara«5^er Divine j 
And, though he pafsM by it in hafte, 
He bow'd and worfhip'd, as he paft, 
The mighty myftery through its humble fign* 

The fword (h'ikes now too deep and near. 

Longer with its edge to play , 
No diligence or coft they fpare 

To hafte the Hebrews now away, 

Phaxaok 
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Pharioh Tiimfclf chide* their delay ; 
So kind and bountiful it Fear 1 
But« «h ! the bounty which to fear we owe. 
It but lilce fire ftruck out of llonc j 
So hardly got, ind quickly gone, 
That it fcarce out-livet the blow. 
Sorrow and fear fooa 'quit the tyrant's breaft ; 
Rage and revenge their place ponefs'd ; 
With a vail hod of chariots and of horfc, 
Aid all hit powerful kingdom's ready force, 
i The travelling nation he purfues ; 

I Ten timet overcome* he ftill th* unequal war renews, 
j Fiird with proud hopes, •* At lead," fuid he, 

** Th' Egyptian Gods, from Syrian magic fi-ec, 
*« Will now revenge thecnfclves and me ; 
'< Behold what pafslcfs rocks on cither hand, 
** Like prifon-walls| about tlicm fl.iml, 
" Whilft the fca bounds their fli-^ht bctuir ! 
" And in our injurM jufticc they mult find 
" A far worfc ftop than rocks niul lias htluiul ; 

•* Which (hall with crimfon gcMv 
•* New paint the water's name, and double dye ili ^ fliore. ' 

He fpokc ; and all his hod 

Approv'd with fhauts th' unh-ijipy lurall 5 
AbiiUU'ii wind bore his vain words aw.iy, 

And drown'd them in the neij'jhl)Oiirin,L^ Tci. 
No mean« I' clcapc the laithlels tiavclUi". lj>y, 

And, with dti^cncrous fear to die, 

Curie ihcir iicw-«,^oUen hUrty. 
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But the great Guide well luiew he led them right, ^ 
And faw a path hid yet from human fight t 
He ftrikes the raging waves, the waves on either fide 
Unioofe their clofe embraces, and divide ; ' 
And backwards prefs, as in foroe folemn (how 
The crowding people do 

(Though juft before no fpace was feen) 
To let the admired triumph pafs between. 
The wondering army faw on either hand 
The no-lefs-wondering wares like rocks of tryftaL 
ftand: 

They marchM betwixt, and boldly trod 
The fecret paths of God. 
And here and there all fcattcr'd in their way 
The fea*8 old fpoils, and gaping fiflies, lay 

Deferted on the fandy plain : 
The fun did with aftonilhment behold 
The inmoft chambers of the openM main j 

For, whatfoe'cr of old 
By his own priefts the poets has been faid. 
He never funk till then into the ocean^s bed* 

Led chearfuUy by a bright captain, Flame, 
To th' other ihore at morning-dawn they came. 
And faw behind th' unguided foe 
March diforderly and flow. 
The prophet ftraight from th* Idumean ftrand 

Shakes his imperious wand : 
The upper waves, that higheft crowded Ife, 
The beckoning wand cfpy $ 

64r»t 
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Strait theif'firft right-Jiand files begin to move^ 
And> with a'inurmurine windy 

Give the word " March'' to all behind. 
Fhe left-hand fqiMidrons no lefs ready prore^ 
But^ with a joyful, louder noifc, 

An(wer their diftant felloWs' voiie> 
And hafte to meet them make, 
fVs feveral troops do all at once a common figtial take* 
VV^hat tongue th' amazement and th' affright can, tell 

Which on the Chamian army fell, 
IVhen on both fides they faw the roaririg main 

Broke loofe from his invifible chain ! 
They faw the moufbous death and watery war 
Come rolling down loud ruin from afar ! 
[n vain fome backward and fome forwards fly 

With helplefs hafte j in vain they ciy 

To their coeleftial Beafts for aid ; 

In vain their guilty king they' Upbi'aid ; 
[n vain on Mofes he, and Mofes' God, does call> 

With a repentance true too late ; 
rhey 're compafs'd round with a devouring fate, 
That draws, like a ftrong net, the m/ghty fea upon 
them all. 
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By «he king's guard, by the artifice of his wife Mi- 
chal he efcapes and flies to Naioth, the Prophets' 
college at Ramah. SauPs fpcech, and rage at his 
efcape. A long digrcffion defcribing the Prophets' 
college, and their manner of life there, and the or- 
dinary fubjefts of their Poctiy. Saul's guards pur- 
fue David thither, and prophefy. Saul among the pro- 
phets. He is compared to Balaam,, whofe fong con^ 
eludes the book« 

I Sing the man who Judah's fceptre bore 
In that right-hand which held the crook before ;. 
Who from beft poet, beft of kings did grow ; 
The two chief gifts Heaven could on man beftow. 
Much danger firft, much toil, did he fuftain, 5 

Whilft Saul and Hell crofs'd his ftrong fate in vain. 
Nor did his crown lefs painful work afford^ 
Lcfs exercife his patience, or his fword ; 
So long her conqueror. Fortune's fpite purftiedj 
Till with unwearied virtue he fubdued. , ro 

All hom«-bred malice, and all foreign boafls ; 
Their ftrength was Armies, his the Lord of Hofts* 

Thou, who didft David's royal- ftem adorn,- 
And gav'ft him birth from whom thyfelf waft born ;. 
Who didlt in triumph at Death's court appear,- 1.5 

And flew*ft him with thy nails, thy crofs, and fpear, 
Whilft Hell's bbck tyrant trembled to behold- 
The glorious light he forfeited of old j. 
Who, heaven's glad burden now, and jufteft pride^ 
Sitt'tt high entbron'd next thy great Father's fide . 20 

F 4. (Where 
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(Where halIo%v*d ff^mes help to adorn that head 
Which once the blufhing thorns environed. 
Till crimfon drops of precious blood hung down 
•Like rubies to enrich thine humble crown) 
Ev'n thou my breaft with fuch bleft rage infpire. 
As mov'd the tuneful (brings of Dayld's lyre j 
Guide my bold fteps with thine own travelling flam 
In thefe untroiiden paths to facred fame ! 
Lo, with pure hands thy heavenly fire to take. 
My well-chang'd Mufe I a chafte Vcltal make ! 
From Earth's vain joys, and Love's foft witchcraft, fr 
I confecrate my Magdalene to thee ! 
Lo, this great work, a temple to thy praife. 
On polifhM pillars of ftrong verfe I r^ife I 
A temple, where, if thou vouchfafe to dwell. 
It Solomon's and Herod's fhall excel. 
Too long the Mufcs' land hath heathen been 5 
Their gods too long were Devils, and virtues Sin j 
But thou, Eternal Word ! has call'd forth me, 
Th' apoftle t<x convert that world to thee j 
T' unbind the charms that in flight fables lie. 
And teach, that Truth is trueft poefy. 

The malice now of jealous Saul grew lefs, 
O'crcome by conftant virtue and fuccefs 5 
He grew at laft more weaiy to command 
New dangers, than young David to withftand 
Or conquer them j he fear'd his mattering fate. 
And envy'd him a king's unpowerful hate. 
Well did he know how palms by' oppreflion fpeed, 
Vi^oriou8| and the vigor's facred meed 1 

T 
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irdcn lifts them higher. Well did he know 
tame ftream does wild and dangerous grow 
uft force ; he now with wanton play 
the fmiling banks, and glides away $ 
J known' channel flopped, begins to roar, 55 
rell with rage, and buffet the dull (hore ; 
idnoiis waters hurry to the war, 
oops of waves come rolling from afar : 
boms he fuch weak flops to his free fourcc, 
errans the neighbouring fields with violent courfe. 
knew the tyrant, and this ufeful thought 
anded mind to health and teAper brought, 
kind vows to David did renew, 
ronflancy, and meant his oath for true. 
rtl jdy at this glad news appearM, 65 

vid all men lov'd, and Saul they fear*d. 
and men did peace and David love, 
11 did neither htm nor that approve ; 
ian*s agreement fierce alarms they take, 
liet here, does there new bufinefs make. 70 
ath the filent chambers of the earth, 
the fun*s fruitful beams give metals birth— 
he the growth of fatal gold does fee, 
rhich above more influence has than he ;— 
I the dens where unfletcht tempefls lie, 7^ 

fant winds their tender voices try ; 
1 the mighty ocean^s wealthy caves ; 
. th* eternal fountain of all waves, 
their vaft court the mother-waters keep, 
adifturb*d by moons, in filence iicep ; to 

There 
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There Is a place deep, wondrous deep, hc\ow. 
Which genuine Night and Horror does o'erflow f 
No bound controls th^ unwearied fpace, but hell 
T^ndlefs as thofe dire pains that in it dwell. 
Here no dear glimpfe of the fun's lovely face 
Strikes through the folid darknefs of the place ; 
No dawning morn does her kind reds difplay { 
One flight weak beam would here be thought the da 
No gentle ilars with their fair gems of light 
Offend the tyrannous and unqueflionM night. 
Here Lucifer, the mighty captive, reigns ; 
Proud 'midfl his Voes, and tyrant in his chains $ 
Once general of a gilded hofl of fprites. 
Like Hefper, leading forth the fpanglcd nights ; 
But down like lightning, which liim flruck, he cami 
And roar'd at his firft plunge, into the flame r 
Myriads of fpirits fell wounded round him there | 
With dropping lights thick fhonc the finged air 5 
Since when, the difmal folace of their woe 
Has only been weak mankind to undo ; i 

Thcmfelves at firfl againit themfelves they' excite,. 
(Their dearefl conquefl and moft proud delight) 
And, if thofe mines of fecret treafbn fail, 
With open force man's virtue they aflail j 
Unable to corrupt, feek to deltroy, p 

And, where their poifons mifs, the fword employ. 
Thus fought the tyrant-fiend young David's fall, 
And 'gainft him arm*d the powerful rage of Stul ; 
He faw the beauties of his fhape and face, 
His female, fweetnefsi and his manly gi'acei^ : 
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aw the nobler wonders of hit mind, 
It gifts 1 which for great works he knew itedgnM s 
aw (t* afhame the ftrength of man and hell) 
by 's young hands their Gathite champion fell i 
iw the reverend prophet bohlly fhcd 1 1 5 

royal drops round his enlarged head; 
well he knew what legacy did place 
facrcd fceptrc in blcft Judah's race, 
n which th' eternal Sliilo was to fpring 5 
lowlcdge which new hells to hell did bring ! 120 
, though no lels he knew himfelf too weak 
fjnaileft link of lhong-wrou*ijht Fate to break, 
would he rage and ftruggls with the chain $ 
d to rebel, though fure that *twas in vain. 
I, now it broke his formM defign, to find 125 

gentle change of Saul's recovering mind ; 
rulled much in Saul, and rag\l, and gricv'd 
,c great Deceiver !) to be himrdf dcceivM. 
ice did he knock his iron teeth, thricu howl, 
I into frowns his wrathful forehead roll ; i'3« 

eyes dart forth red flames, which Icarc the night, 
I with worfe fires the trembling ghofts affright j 
roop of gaiUy fiends compals him round, 
1 greedily catch at his lips' fcnr'd found. 
' Are we fuch Nothings thenT' faid he, ** our will 
>ofV by a fliepherd's boy I and you yet Hill 
'hy with your idle ferpents here i ilares none 
\ttcmpt what becomes Furies ? arc ye grown 
icnumbM with fear, or Virtue's fpiritlefs cold, 
Vou, who w<rc once (I 'ro fvu*c) io brave and bohl } 

#«0U! 
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«« Oh ! my ill-changM condition \ oh, my fate f 

" Did I lofe heaven for this ?'' 

With thaty with his long tail he lafli'd his breaft. 

And horribly fpoke out in looks the reft, - , 

The quaking powers of night ftood in aqiaae^ 

And at each other firft could only gaze { 

A dreadful filence fiird the hollow place* 

Doubling the native terror of hell's face j 

Rivers of flaming brimftone, which before 

So loudly rag'dy crept foftly by the fliore j 

No hifs of fnakes^ no clank of chains, was known 

The fouls, amidft their tortures, dnrft not groan. 

Envy at laft crawls forth from lihat dire throng. 
Of all the direfuirft ; her black locks hung long, 
Attir'd with curling ferpents j her pale Ikin 
Was almoft droppM from the iliarp bones within j 
And at her breaft ftuck vipers, which did prey 
Upon her panting heart both night and day, 
Sucking black blood from thence, which to repair 
Both night and day they left freih poiibns there. 
Her garments wei-e deep-ftain'd in human gore. 
And torn by her own hands, in which (he bore 
A knotted whip?, and bowl, that to the brim 
Did with green gall and juice of wormwood fwim 
With which, when ihe was drunk, fhe furious gre 
And laih'd herfelf : thus from th' accurfed crew 
Envy, theworft of fiends, herfelf prefents. 
Envy, good only when (he 'herfelf torments. 

** Spend not, great king 1 thy precious rage," iki 
« Upon ib poor » caufe | iball aigh^ we 
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\t glory of our wrath to him zStord ? 
« we not Furies ftill} and you our lord ? 
thy dread anger die fix*d world ihall ihake, 
id frighted Nature her own laws forfake t 

thou but threat, loud Aorms (hall make reply, 175 
id thunder echo *t to the trembling (ky } 
hilft raging feas fwell to fo bold an height, 

ihall the fire*s proud element affright: 
i" old drudging fun from his long-beaten way 
all at thy voice ftart, and mifguide the, day j ito 
le jocund orbs ihall break their meafur'd pace, 
id ftubborn poles change their allotted place ; 
aven^s gilded troops (hall flutter here and there, 
Kvihg their boafting fongs tunM to a fphere } 
Yf their God too-^for fear he did, when we iS| 
tok noble arms againft his tyranny, 
noble arms, and in a caufe fo great, 
lat triumphs they deferve for their defeat, 
lere was a day ! oh might I fee 't again, 
lOUgh he had fiercer flames to thruft us in ! 19* 
id can fuch powers be by a child withftood ? 
ill flings, alas ! or pebbles, do him good ? 
hat th* untamM lion, whet with hunger too, 
id giants, could not, that my word (hall do : 
11 foon diffolve this peace ; were Saul^s new love 
ut Saul we know) great as my hate fhall prove, 
fore their fun twice more be gone about, 
nd my faithful fnakes would drive it out. 

me, Cain ofier'd up his brother's gore, 
facrifice far worfe Uian that before ^ loo 

" I faw 
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'* I faw him fling the ftone, as if he meant 

'* At once his murder and his monument^ 

" And laiigh'd to fee (for *twas a goodly fliow) 

** The earth by her firft tiller fatten'd foi 

« I drove proud Pharaoh to th« parted fet j 

*' He and his hoft drank up cold death by met 

** By me rebellious arms fierce Oorah took> 

« And Mofes (curfe upon that name!) forlbokj 

** Hither (ye know) almoft altve he came 

*' Through the cleft earth j ours was his funeral fla 

** By me— but I lofe time, methinks, and fliottlcj 

** Perform new afls whilft I relate the old. 

** David '6 the next our fur)' muft enjoy t 

** 'Tis not thy God himfclf fhall fave thee, boy ! ' 

<* JMo, if he do, may the whole world have p^ace { 

<< May all ill actions, all ill fortune, ceafe, 

** And, banifliM from this potent court below, 

«' May I a ragged, contemnM Virtue grow!** 

She fpokc ', all ftar\l at Hrfl, and made a paufe $ 
But ftrait the general murmur of applaufe 
Ran through Death's courts ; (lie frownM ftill, and bcj 
To envy at the praife herfclf had woo. 
Great Beelzebub llarts from his burning throne 
To 'embrace the Fiend, but flic, now furious growt 
T^o aft her partj thrice bowM, and thence (he flcdj 
The ijiakes all hifsM, the fiends all murmured. 

It was the time when filent night began 
T' enchain with fleep the bufy fpirits of man 5 
And Saul himfelf, though in his troubled breaft 
Tilt weight of empire lay, took gentle reft j 1 
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) did not Envy ; but with haftc arofe ; 

nd, as through Ifraers ftately towns (he goes, 

le frowns, and fhakcs her head j " Shine on" fays fh:. 

Ruins ere long (hall your fole monuments be." 

he filver moon with terror paler grew, 435 

nd neigh"bouring Hermon fweated flowery dew j 

nft Jordan darted, and ftrait backwaid fled, 

iding among thick reeds his aged head : 

), at her entrance SauPs ftrong palace fliook ; 

ad nimbly there the reverend fliape flie took 249 

: Father Benjamin ; fo long her beard, 

large her .limbs, fo grave her looks, appeared, 
ft like his ftatue, which beftrid Saul's gate, 
ndieemM to guard the race it did create. 

this known form flie' approacHM the tyrant's fide j 
nd thus her words the facred form bcly'd : 
** Arife, loft king of Ifrael! canft thou lie 
Dead in this fleep, and yet thy laft fo nigh ? 
If king thou be'ft, if Jefle*s race as yet 
Sit not on Ifrael's throne ! and fliall he fit ? 25© 
Did ye for this from fruitful Egypt fly ? 
From the mild brickhill's nobler ilavery ? 
For this, did feas your powerful rod obey ? 
Did wonders guide, and feed, you on your way ? 
Could_ye not there great Pharaoh's bondage bear, 255 
Vou who can fcrve a boy, and minftrcl, here ? 
Forbid it, God I. if thou be'ft Jiift 5 this fliame 
Caft not on Saul's, on mine, and liratrs, name ! 
Why was I clfe from Canaan's famine led ? 
Uap])y, tluice happy, had I there been dead, 26a 

«»Er<j 
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•< Ere my full loins difcharg'd this numeroui nee, 

«* Thii lucklcfs tribe, cv'n crowned to their dlfgrace I 

** Ah, Saul ! thy fcrvant's valTal mud thou live? 

«< Place to his harp mull thy dread fceptre give I 

•< What wants he now but that ? canft thou forget «€ 

<< (If thou he*ft man thou canft not) how they met 

<* The 3'outh with fongs ? alas I poor monarch 1 you 

" Your thoufand only, he ten thoufand, flew 1 

<( Him Ifracl loves, him neighbouring countries feir 

" You but the name an«l empty title bear. 17 

'* And yet the traitor lives, lives in thy court; 

•< The court that muft be his } where he fliall fport 

«« Himfelf with all thy concubines, thy gold, * 

«* Thy coftly robes, thy crown. Wert thou not told 

« This by proud Samuel, when at Gilgal he %y 

<< With bold falfc threats from God affronted thee ? 

<< The dotard ly'd \ God faid it not, I know| 

*' Not Baal or Moloch would have us*d thee fo. 

'* Was not the choice his own ? did not thy worth 

*« Exaft the royal lot, and call it forth ? . tt 

•* Haft thou not fincc (my beft and grcatcft fon!) 

•* 'i u him, and to his periftiing nation, done 

«« Such lafting benefits as may juftly claim 

'* A fccptrc as eternal as thy fame ? 

* * Poor prince 1 whom madmen, priefts, and boys, invad 

*« By thine own flcfti, thy ungrateful fon, betray*dl 

** Unnatural fool I who can thus cheated be 

*' By fricndftiip's name, againft a crown and thee I 

•' Betray not too thyfdf 5 lake courage, call 

«< Thy' enchanted virtues forth, and be whole Saul. 19 
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this great caufb makes thy dead fathers riCe, 
f the firm Teals of their clos'd tombs and eyes, 
an their jealous afhes, whilft this bojr 
ires, the privilege of their graves enjoy, 
uickly, 8«ul I and take that rebel's breath, 195 
h troubles thus thy life, and ev*n onr death i 
lim, and thou *rt fecure ; 'tis only he 
*s boldly interposM 'twixt God and thoe, 
rth*s low globe robs the high moon of light | 
I this eclipfe is paft, thy fate *s all bright. 300 

me, dear fon 1 and credit what I tell ; 
feen thy i-oyal ftars, and know them well. 
;, fears and dull delays I is not thy breaft 

Saul» it is) with noble thoughts pofTeft > 
they beget like a6ls T' With that fhe takes 30; 
her worlli her bell-bcloved fnakes x 
r, dear worm I foft and unfccn," faid (he, 
tiis bofom ftcal, and in it be 
iceroy.'* At that word (lie took her flight, 
r loofe fhape diflblvM into the night. 310 

nfe£led king leapt from his bed ama/'d, 
:new himfclf at firft, but round him {;a/.'d 5 
.rted back at piecM-up (hapcs, which fear 
s diftra^ed fancy painted there 1 
froze up his hair, and on his face 3x5 

s of cold fweat roUM trembling down apace, 
nocking with his angry hands his brcally 
yith his feet, he cries, " Oh ! 'tis confcit; 

been a pious fool, a woman-king; 
•ng'd by a fccr, a boy, evciy tiling. >4» 

. II. G '* Eijtht 
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** Eight huncired }tsr< cf dccth i? net fo dcc^^ 

•* ijo unccnctin"ii, as ir.y kthr.rgic ficcp. 

*• My pa:i(.nce even a f-cr;!ege becomes, 

** Difhiibs the dtad, and cj^cs th:ir f'icrcd tansbs. 

** Ah! Benjin^in, kind faihc-r ! who for n.c 315 

** This curfed world cndur'it again to fee ! 

" All iliou haft fald, great vifion ! is fo true, 

*< Thn.t all v.'hich thou command'ft, and more, I *1] do: 

** Kill him \ yes, mighty ghoft ! the wretch fliall die, 

** Though every rtsr in htai'en (hould it deny ; 3J« 

" Nor mock ih' aflault cf our juil wrath again, 

*' i!.i.l he ten times his faniM ten thouland (lain. 

*' Should that bold popular madman, whole dcugn 

** Is to revenge his own dilgracc by mine, 

«' Sliculcl my ungrateful fon oppofe ih* mtent, 335 

** Should mine own heart grow fcrupulous and relent^ 

*' Curie mc, juft Heaven ! (by which this truth Ifweir} 

** If I l!iat fccr, rny for, or fclf, do fparc. 

** No, gentle f-holl ! return to thy itill home; 

•< Thithtr, this day, mine and thy foe (hall come. 34«- 

** If that curft object longer vex my flight, 

*' it muft have kariit i* appear as thou to-night." 

Whilft thus his wrath with threats the tyrant fed, - 
The thrcateuM youth (lept fcarlefs on his bed j 
Sleep en, reft (juiet as thy confcicncc take, 345 

For, though thou (Icep'll thyfelf, thy God *s awake* 
Above thj fubtlc foldings of the (kyj 
Above the wfll-fet orbb' fof: harmony; 
Above tlu.fi; petty lamps that gild the night ; 
'llitic is a j'iaiv; o'crflown with hallowed light; 35* 

. Whwf 
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in, as if it left itfelf behind, 
>ut far. nor its own bounds can find : 
il flames fweli up the facred place, 
glory contain itfelf in th' cndlefs fpacc ; 
twilight of the fun's dull ray 355 

pon the pure and native day ; 
'd moon docs in ftoPn beams appear, 
i taper fcattcrs darkncfs there j 
th fphere the rcfllcfs fcafons Hide, 
motion doth fwift time divide j 360 

here to come, and nothing palt, 
nal Now does always laft. 
f Almighty, Firlt of all, and End ^ 
ling but himfelf can comprehend j 
lis word commanded all to be, 365 

yM him, for that word was He : 
ke, and every thing that is 
le womb of fertile nothing ris\ 
all tell, who {hall dercribe thy throne, 
Three-One 1 370 

thyfclf doft in full prcfcncc fb«w, 
from thcfc meaner worlds below j 
I wcit, the elemcnib' league would ceafc, 
' creatures break thy Nature's peace j 
»uM llop his courlc, or [gallop back, 375 
.t.'pout, the po'.cs thcmfdvcs would crack j 
nr. foundations would be torn in twain, 
iit work all ravil out agnin 
nothing: for his I'pirit contains 
nit mafs j from him each creature gains 380 
G 2. Bt\v\'^ 
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Being and motion, which he dill beilowi{ 
From him th' cfFccV of our weak aclion flows ; 
ivotmd him vail armies of fwift angels ftandi 
Which feven triumphant generals command } 
They iing loud anthems of his endlefs praife, 381 

And with fix*d eyes drink-in immortal rays s 
Of thcfc he calPd-out one ; all heaven did (hake. 
And filcnce kept whilft its Creator fpake. 

** Are we forgotten then fo foon ? can he 
** Look on his crown» and not remember me 190 

** That gave it ? can he think we did not bear 
'' (Fond man !) his threats ? and have we made the ear 
** To be accounted deaf? No» Saul ! we heard} 
** And it will coft thee deari the ills thou*ft fearM, 
" Praflis'd, -or thought on, I '11 all double fend ) 395 
'' Have we not fpoke it, and dares man contend ? 
'' Alas, poor dud ! didft thou but know the day 
•« When thou muft lie in hlood at Gilboa, 
** Thou, and tijy ionb, tiiou would'ft not threaten flilll 
** Thy trembling tongue would ftop again ft thy will. 4M 
*< Then ihall thine head fix*d in curfl temples be, 
*' And all their foolifh gods (hall laugh at thee. 
** That hand which now on David's life woald prey* 
** Shall then turn ju/l, and its own mailer (lay ; 
*' He whom thou hat' A, on thy lov'd throne (hall fit, ^ 
«* And expiate the difgracc ihou doll to it, 
** Hade then ; tell David what his king has fwom, 
** Tell him whofc blood muil paint this rifmg monif 
** Vet bid him go fccurely, when he fends $ 
<* *Tit Saal that U his foe, and We kit friends t 4.m\ 
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^* The man who has his God^ no aid can lack, 
«* And Wc, who bid him go, will bring him back." 

He fpoke j the heavens feem'd decently to bow. 
With ail their bright inhabitants ; and now 
-The jocund fpheres began again to play, 41 5 

Again each Spirit fung Halleluia ; 
Only that Angel was ftrait gone ; even fo 
(But not fo fwift) the morning-glories flow 
At once from the bright fun, and ftrike the ground ; 
80 winged lightning the foft air does wound. 4x« 

Slow Time admires, and knows not what to call 
The motion, having no account io fmall. 
So flew this Angel, till to David's bed 
He came, and thus his facred meflage faid : 

** Awake, young man, heai- what thy king has fworn j 
" He fwore thy blood fhould paint this rifmg mom : 
«* Yet to him go fecurely, when he fends ; 
** 'Tis Saul that is your foe, and God your friends : 
*' The man who has his God^ no aid can lack ; 
" And he who bids thee go, will bring thee back." 430 

Up leapM Jeflides, and did round him ftare. 
But could fee nought; for nought was left but air x 
Whilft this great vifion labours in his thought, 
Lo I the ihort prophecy t' effe£l is brought : 
In treacherous hafte he *s fent for to the king, 43^. 
And with him bid his charmful lyre to bring. 
The king, they fay, lies raging in a fit, 
Which does no cure but facred tunes admit | 
And true it was, foft mulic did appeafc 
Th* obfcure fantsiftic rage of Saul's difcafe. 4^^ 

G 3, TclJ. 
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Tc;l me, oh Mufe! {fjr t:^i:, or none, car.ft teJ 
The mvftic povrers that in bieA riumbcrs dvsrcll; 
Thou their great natur-: kr.ov/A, nor is it fit 
This robiefl gtu: of thicc own crown t" omit) 
TeJl mc from whence thefe heavenly charms ariie; 
Teach the dull world t* admire what they defpife ! 

As firft a various anfons*d hint we find 
Rife in fome godlike poet's fertile mindt 
Till all the parti and Words their places take) 
And with jtift marches verfc and muGc make ; 
Such was God*s poem, this world's new cflay ; 
So wild and rude in its firft draught it lay ; 
Th* ungovemM parts no correfpondence knew. 
An artlefs war frotri thwarting iilotions grew ; 
Till they to number and fixM rules were brought 
By the Eternal Mind's poetic thought. 
Water and Air he for tlie tenor chofe, 
Karth made the bafs, the treble Flame arofe : 
To th' a^live moon a quick briik ftroke he gave. 
To Saturn's ftring, a touch more foft and gi'ave. 
The motions ftrait, and rolind, and fwift> and f[o\ 
And fliort, and long, were mix'd and woven fo— 
Did in fuch artful figiircs fmoothly fall — 
As made this decent- nifcafur'd Dance of All. 
And this is miific : founds that charms our ears, 
Arc but one drcfllng that rich fciente wears. 
Though no mah hear 't, though no man it rehear 
Vt{ will there ftill be mufic in my verfc 5 
1 n this prcat world fo much of it we fee, 
'ihc Icfltr, Man, i$ all o'ci* harmony | 

Sforcl 
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tfe of all proportions ( finglc quire 1 

irft God's breath did tunefully infpire \: 

nee blcft mufic*s heavenly charms arire, 

mpathy, which them and man allies. 

ey oor fouU» thus they our bodies, win, 475 

their force, but party that ^s within t 

e fti*ange cure, on our ijiilt blood appIyM, 

ly to the diftant wound does guide t 

^hen two bvethren-ftrings are fet alike, 

e them both, but one of them we ftrike t $• 

avid*s lyre did Sanies wild rage control, 

Cd the htrfli diforders of his ibul. 

: E N Ifrael was from bondage led, 

:d by th' Almighty's hand 

om out a foreign land, 4S5 

at Tea beheld, and fled. 

purfued, when that fear pad they find, 

Tome higher ground to loolc behind j 

/hilft through wondrouiways 

ic facred army went, 49* 

waves afar flood up to gate, 

fid their own rocks did rcprclcnt, 

waters are above the Hrmament. 

Jordan's waters to their fpring 

irt back with fuddcn fright ; 495 

he fpring, amaz'd at fight, 

i what news from fea they bring. 

untains (hook { and to the mountains' fide 

le hills leapM round, themfelves to hide i 

G 4 As 
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As-yoang a flrightol Iambs, 

When tbej aught dreadfbl fpy. 
Run trembling to their helplefs dams : 
The mighty iea and river, by. 
Were gbd, for their ezcme, to fee the hills too I 

What ail'd the mighty Tea to flee ? 
Or why did Jordan^s tide 
Back to his fountain glide ? f. 
Jordan's tide, what ailed thee ? 
Why leapM the hills ? why did the mountains (h 
What aiid them, their fixM natures to forfake ? 
Fly where thou wilt, O fea ! 

And Jordan*s current ceafe ! 
Jordan, there is no need of thee ; 

For at God's word, whene'er he pleafe. 
The rocks fhali weep new waters forth inftead of 

THUS fung the great Mufician to his lyre j 
And Saul's black rage grew foftly to retire j 
But Envy's fei-pent ftill with him i-emainM, 
And the wife charmer's healthful voice difdain'd, 
Th' unthankful king, cur'd truly of his fit. 
Seems to lie drown'd and buried ftill in it j 
From his paft madnefs draws this wicked ufe. 
To f\n difguis'd, and murder with excufe : 
For, whilft the fearlefs youth his cure purfues, 
And the foft medicine with kind art renews. 
The barbarous patient cafts at him his fpear 
(The ufual fccptrc that rough hand did bear) 
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Cafti it with violent ftrength j but into th* room 

An arm more ftrong and fure than his was come 3 

An Angel, whofe nnfeen and eafy might 530 

Pat-by the weapon, and mifled it right. 

How vain man*s power is ! unlefs God command. 

The weapon difobeys his mafter^s hand | 

Happy was now the error of the blow $ 

At Gilboa it will not ferve him fo. 535 

One would have thought, Saul*s Aidden rage V have 

feen, • 
He bad himfelf by David wounded been : 
He fcomM to leave what he did ill begin, 
And thought his honour now engagM i* th* (in ; 
A bloody troop of his own guards he fends 540 

(Slaves to his will, and falfely callM his friends) 
To mend his error by a furer blow 5 
So Saul ordained, but God ordain*d not fo. 
Home flies the Prince, and to. his trembling wife 
Relates the new-paft hazard of his life ; 545 

Which (he with decent padion hears him tell ; 
For not her own fair eyes (he lov'd fo well. 
Upon their palace* -top, beneath a row 
Of lemon-trees— which there did proudly grow. 
And with bright (lores of golden fruit repay 550 

The light they drank from the fun^s neighbouring ray,— 
(A fmall, but artful Paradife) they walk'd, 
And hand in hand fad gentle things they talked. 
Here Michal (irft an armed troop efpies 
(So faithful and fo quick are loving eyes !) sss 

Which 



yo COWLEVS POEMS. 

Which majxh'd, 2nd oftrn piftcr^dy through 1 wood. 

That on right-hand of her fair palace ftood $ 

She faw them } and cry^d out, " They *re came to kill 

•* My dcarcft lord ; Saul's fpsar purfuei thee ftill. 

*' Behold his wicked guards ! hafie (]uickl)r« fly ! 560 

*' For Heaven's fake, hafte ! my dear lordy do not dk! 

" Ah, cruel father ! whofe iIUnatur*d cage 

*' Neither thy worth, nor marriage, can aflnage 1 

'* Will he part thofe he joined fo late before f 

*' Were the two-hundred fore(kins worth no nore f 565 

" He ihall not part us f * (then dtt wept between). 

*' At yonder window thou roay'ft Ycape unfeen ; 

** This hand (hall let thee down ! ftay not, but hafte { 

" 'Tis not my ufc to fend thee hence fo faft." 

" Beft of all women !'* he replies — and this 579 
Scarce fpoke, (he flops his anfwer with a kifs $ 
*» Throw not away," faid (he, " thy precious breath { 
«« Thou ftay'ft too lor.g within the reach of death.** 
Timely he' obeys her wife advice; and ihrait 
To unjuft force (he' oppofcs juft deceit : 175 

She meets the murderers with a virtuous lye, 
AjuI good di(rcmbling tears j " May he not die 
** Id quiet then ?" fiid (he, «* will they not give 
>' i'hat freedom, who fo fear left he (hould live ? 
** Ev'n Fate does with your cruelty confpire, 5I0 

'« And rpares your giiilt, yet does what you defire. 
** Muik he not live ? for that ye need not Qn i 
*• My much-wrong'd hu(band fpeechlefs lies within, 
" And h.is too little left of vital breath 
•* To know his murderers, or to feci his death. 585 

«« One 
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>ur will do your work 
wcll-governM tears dropp'd down apace : 
nd forrow mingled in one face 
refiftlert charms^ that they believe, 
jnwilling aptneft find to grieve 590 

they came for. A pale ftatue*t head, 
wrapped, appeared on David's bed ; 
ants mournful ftand, and filent, by, 
:he table medicinal relics lie } 
)fc room a well-placM taper's light 595 

lecomfng horror to the fight ; 
th' imprcflion God prepared their fenfe 5 
ty believM all this, and parted thence. 
1 attempts Saul's unbleft anger tries, 
vn hands deceivM, and fcrvants* eyes ! 6m 
innot be," faid he, «* no, can it ? (hall 
■cat ten^thoufand- (layer idly fall f 
\y rout thinks God |>rotf6U him (till j 
>d, alas! guards not the bad from ill. 
y he guard him ! may his members be 605 
ull ftrcngthand well-let harmony 
frcfh body of the (ir(t-mude man 
, CM" fin's juft meed, Dilcafc, began! 
I be clic too fniall for o\ir vaft hate ; 
c muft (hare in our revenge with Fate. 610 
;t us have him whole j we tUc may fe cm 
t fnatch'd away but Come few days from him, 
ut that thread whicli would Iiave dropp'd in 
* two ; 
nr great anger learn to (loop Co low ? 

•* I know 
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*< I know it cannot, will not ; bim we prixe €i^ 

« Of our juft wrath the folemn facrifice, 

'< That muft not bIemi(hM be; let him remain 

*< Secure, and grow up to our ftroke again. 

<< *TwiIl be Tome plcafure then to take his breath, 

« When he ihall ftrive and wreftle with his death ; 6f 

** Go, let liim live And yet (hall I then ftay 

•< So long ^ good and great a6lions hate delay. 

** Some fooliih piety perhaps, or he 

«< That has been ftill mine honour's enemy, 

'< San>uel, may change or crofs my juft intent, 6af. 

<* And I this formal pity foon repent : 

<< Befides, Fate gives him mc, and whifpers this, 

" That he can fly no more, if we fhould mifs 5 

" Mli's ! can wc mifs again ? Go bring him llrait, 

« Though gafping out his foul ; if the wi/h'd date 630 

'< Cf his accurfcd life be alraod paft, 

<< Some joy 'twill be to fee him breathe his laft." 

The troop rcturn'd, of their fhort virtue' afham'd, 

Saul's courage prais'd, and their own weakncfs blam*d.| 

But when the pious fraud they underftood, 635 

Scarce the relpeft due to Saul's facred blood. 

Due to the facred beauty in it reign'd. 

From Michal's murder their wild rage reftrain*d. 

She 'alleg'd the holieft chains that bind a wife. 

Duty and love ; (he alleg'd that her own life, 64^ 

Had (he refus'd tliat fafety to her lord, 

Would have incurr'd juft danger from his fwordt 

Now was Saul's wrath full-grown ; he. takes no rcfti 

A violent flame rolls in his troubled breaft, 

Aad 
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ce lightning from his eye does break ) 64.5 
n favourites and bed friends dare fpeakf 
I him } but, mute and trembling all, 
: this cloud will burft, and thunder fall, 
he pride and terror of the wood, 
ckM with rage and want of food^ 650 

from afar fome well-fed beaft, 
cs up, preparing for his feaft 5 
fwiftncl's 'fcape liis gaping jaws, 

eyes he hurls round, his Oiarp paws 
e ground j then runs he wild about, 655 
I angi7 tail, and roaring out j 
p into their dt-ns, and tremble there -, 
jgh no wind ftirring, fhakc with fear^ 
I horror fill the place around j 

dares fcarcc repeat the found. C60 

large wood, that joins fair Rama's town 
\bourhood fair Kain;i'R chief renown) 
(tands, where at great Prophets' i\xt 
cts' Sons with lilcnt diligence meet 5 

built, and moderately endow'd, ^5 

o' his liberal ton^;\ic than hands they ow'd j 
felf taught, and, his blei's'd voice to hear, 
bemfelves lay proud beneath him there, 
was a large fi^uarc, hut plain and low ; 
re's ufc Art lirove not to outgo : ^;o 

fquarc by well -ran;; \l trees was made i 
i the friendly cover oF their Hiadc, 
;ll-talted, wholeloiiic fountain rofc ; 
vain cod of marble did enclofe j 

Nor 
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Nor through carvM fliapes cliil the forcM waters pafs, 
Shapes gazing on thcmielvcs i' tV liquid glafs { 
Yet the chaftc ftream, that 'mong loofc pebbles fell, 
For deannefs, thiift, religion, fervM as well. 
The fcholari, doflors, and companions, here, 
LodgM all apart in neat fmall chambers were, 6t 
'Well-furnifhM chambers j for In each there ftood 
A narrow couch, table, and chair of wood 5 
More is but clog, where ufc does bound delight $ 
And thofe are rich whofe wealth 's proportioned right 
I To their lift's form i more goods would but become 
A burden to them, and contra^ their room* 
A fecond court, more facred, (lood behind. 
Built fairer, and to nobler ufe defign'd : 
The hall and fchools one fide of it poffcft 5 
The library and fynagoguc the reft. * 61 

Tables of plain -cut fir, adornM the hall 5 
And with beafts' (kins the beds were covered alK 
The reverend do6lors take their feats on high, 
Th' elcft companions in their bofoms liej 
The fcholars far below, upon the ground, i 

On frcfh-ftrcwM ruHics, place thcmfelves around. 
With more rcf|>eft the wile and ancient lay ; 
But eat not choicer herbs or bread than they, 
Nor purer waters drank, their conttant fcaft j 
i5ut by great days, and facrifice encreasM. \ 

The fchools, built round and higher, at the end 
With their fair circle did this fide extend j 
To which their fynago;:uc, on th' other fide. 
And to the hall their library rcply'd. 
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b tofwards dieir large gardens open lay, 705 
t the joys of fpring and early day. 
ary a few choice authors ftood j 
i well-ftorM, for that fmail ftore was good | 
man*8 fpiritual phyfic^ was not then 
now, grown a difeafe of men. 71a 

, young Virgin ! but few fuitors knew j 
imon Proftitute ih« lately grew, 
1 her fpurious brood loads now the prefs ; 
s effeas of idlenefs ! 

iie various forms one might behold 715 

nrs favM themfelves from death of old ; 
nfully engraved in thin-wrought plates 5 
: in wood, fome lightlier trac'd on dates ; 
iwn on fair palm-leaves, with ihort-IivM toil, 
their friend the cedar lent his oil : 7»« 

ought in filks, fome writ in tender barks ; 
'■ (harp ftyle in waxen tables marks $ 
beads' (kins, and fome in Biblos* reed ; 
/ rude arts, which age and growth did need. 
»ols were painted well with ufeful fkill ; 715 
ips, and ftories, the learnM wall did fill, 
olefome proverbs mixM around the room, 
it, and in Egryptian figures fome. 
the nobleft Wits of men infpirM, 
th's (light joys, and worthlefs toils, retir'd 73d 
Samuel's fame and bounty thither lead) 
f by turns their folid knowledge read, 
rfe and power of ftars great Nathan tatight, 
ae to man thofc diftant wonders brought i 
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How toward both Poles the fun's iUM journey bendii 

And how the year his crooked walk attends | 

By what juft ftcpi the wandering lights advance^ 

And what eternal meafures guide their dance t 

Himfelf a prophet $ but his lc6lurct fhow'd 

How little of that art to them he owM. 749 

Mahol, th* inferior world's fantaftic face, 

Throu<;h all tiic turns of Matter's maze, did tilce ; 

Great Nature's well-fct clock in pieces took 1 

On :ill the fprings and fmalleft wheels did look 

Of life and motion ) and with equal art 745 

Made up again the whole of every part. 

The prophet (/ad in learned duft dcfigns 

Th' immortal folid rules of fancyM Lines t 

Of Numbers too th' unnumbered wealth he (hows> 

And with them far their endlefs journey goen; 75* 

Numbers, which ftill increafe more high and wide 

From one, the root of their turnM pyramid. 

Of Men and Ages paft Seraiah read ) 

Bmbalm*d in long-liv*d hiftory the dead } 

Show*d the ftecp falls and How afcent of dates ; 751 

What wifdom and what follies make their fates. 

Samuel himfelf did God's rich Law difplay } 

^raught doubting men with judgment to obey ; 

And oft his ravifh*d foul, with fudden flight, 

SuarM above prefent times and human fight. ^$% 

'VUoCc Arts but welcome llrangcrs might appear, 

Mufic and Verfe feem'd born and bred-up here ) 

Scarce the ble(t heaven, that rings with Angels' voice, 

Poes with iBore conftant Harmony rejoice s 

Tl 



D A V I D E I S. Book 1. ^7 

; ikcrtd Mafe does hen each breall in^re ; 765 
nan, and fwect-mouthM Aiaph, rule their quire | 
ii dunung poets ; and all ftrains they play'd, 
artful breath or nimble fingers made. 
; fynagogue was drefsM with care and coft 
le only place where that they*efteem*d not loft) j 
J glittering roof with gold did daze the view, 
; fides refrefliM with filks of facrcd blue, 
e thrke each day they read their perfeft law, 
ice prayers from willing Heaven a bieiling draw ; 
rice in glad hymns, fwell'd with the Great One's praile, 
i pliant voice on her feven fteps they raife, 
lilft all th"* enlivened inftruments around 
the ]U&, feet with various concord found ; 
h things were Mufes then, contemn'd low earth $ 
ently proud, and mindful of their birth. 780 

ras God himfelf that here tun'd every tongue 5 
1 gratefully of him alone they fung : 
;y fung how God fpoke-out the world's vaft ball ; 
m nothing, and from no-where, calPd forth all. 
Nature yet, or place for 't to poiTefs, 7S5 

an unbottomM g^lph of emptinefs : 
I of Himfelf, th' Almighty fate, his own 
ice, and without folitude alone. 
he was goodnefs whole, and all things will'd 5 
ich, ere they were, his active word fulfill'd ; 79^ 
1 their aftoni(hM heads o* th' fudden rear'd j 
unftiapM kind of fomething firft appeared, 
fcfling its new being, and undreft, 
if it ftepp'd in hafte before the reft, 
OL. II. H Yet, 
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Yet, buried in thi« Matter's liarkromc womb» 
Lay the rich fccdii of every thing to come i 
From hence the chearful Flame Icap'd up Co high | 
riofc at iti heels the nimble Air did fly i 
Dull Earth with his own weight did downwards pi 
To the fix'd navel of the univcrfc, 
And was quite loft in waters } till God faid 
To the proud Sea, ** Shrink-in your infolcnt he«<I, 
« See how the gaping Earth has made you place !** 
That durft not murmur, but fhnmk in apace i 
Since when, his bounds nrc fct ) nt which in vain 
lie foBmn, and ray^en, and turns back again* 
With richer ftufFhc bade Meaven*s fabric Hnne^) 
And from him a quick fpring of light divine 
SwclPd up the Sun, from whence his cherifliing fit 
Fills the whole world, like Him from whom it cam 
JIc fnioothM the rough-caft Moon's impcrfefl mou! 
And combM her beamy lock* with facrcd gold ) 
<* Be thou," faid he, ** queen of the mournful nigl 
And as he fpokc. Hie 'arofu dud o'er in light. 
With thoufand ftars attending; on her train ^ 
With her they rife, with her they fct again. 
Then Herbs pcepM forth, new 'J'reci admiring ftoc 
And fmelling Flowerfi {>aintcd the infant wood. 
Then flocks of Birdn through the glad air did flcCi 
Joyful, and fafc befoie man's luxury. 
Singing their maker in their untaught lays i 
Nay, the mute FiHi witncfy no lefs hii praifej 
For thofc he made, and cloath'd with filvcr fcales^ 
From minnowsjt to thofc living idandi^ whales. 

Be 
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too were hU coraround : what coultl he more ? 
Ajiti h« could, the honil of all bcfoi-ej 
I he all things with Itrange ordei* hurlM ; 
, that full uhridgint-nt of tlie world. 
I, and muth moi-c of God's grc:it works they told j 
;rcies, and fomc judgments too, of old : 830 

when all earth was deeply ftainM in fin, 
in impetuous noifc the waves came rufliing in j 
birds erewhile dwelt and fecurely lun|i^, 
fifh (an unknown net) enranL^led hung: 
ce of (liipwreckM Nature naked lay ; 8;? 5 

n peepM forth, and beheld nought but fca. 
aen forgot, and burnt in Tult again; 
owers, rtrunge as their fin, of fiery rain 
:aUling brimrtone, droppM on Sodom's head j 
they felt thofc flames they fry- in dead. i^o 

ter end rafh Pharaoh's \n'uk befel, 
wind Ai\\\ lea wag'd w.u* ior Iliad : 
gilt chariots aniazM filhcs fat, 
rcw with corple of wretched j)rint\s i\\ti 
avcs and rocks halt'-caten bodies ll.nn ^> 845 

38 it fince fillM the Knl-ri-a in vain. 
too they told i>l tiithlul /Vhiani's {.unft 
lole bleit pafl*.i{\e th*-y owe (iill their n:inie: 
)fcs much, anil the j-re.it ("nd of" Nun, 
wondip.. t!»^v pL-rt'onn d, uli.it !:i!^!.i they wnn ; 
u.iiiy kin";» lluy llesv, or e;iptivc- nroii^-lu j 
u-M the Iwoid"., but Cloil ami ;iii.;ils f\)U,'ht. 
■i gan\\l thrv the \vile-rj)eiulin:'; of their iI.in a ; 
»ui wligle lifw* w.i«tlitii dear M.il.ei'. piaile. 

II a No 
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No miikttt*'8 reft» no MktA dnog^t, tiiqi ftU I 
To that bektvcd plague of mankind jold I •. 
Gold, for which all ma^kiod widi porter fsiM - '■ 
Labour tow^rda heU, thfsa thoft who dig ita t 
Their wealth was the ca^taxmt.qf i| j wiMk I 
They valued than rich iofij^ tbf 4wui|g «r|i». 
The filk-wonns' preciaua death Umjf fcqm^dlftw^ 
And Tynan dye appearM but fi^pdid UWT^ 
Honour, which fince the price of iqi^a »*fy^im^ • . 
Seem'd to thefe great-onea a Iqw idle nan^. 
Inftead of down, li^xd beda they choft to MffTi \ 
Such as might bid them noit forget their gpM9f«. 
Their board dilpeoplodiio full elemenl, 
Free Nature's bounty thriftily they ipealt 
And rpar*d the ftock $ nor could their bpdiaa IIqs 
We owe this crudenefs t* excefs yeAerds^. . . | 
Thus fouls live cleanly, aud no f(utiug fearti 
But entertain their welcome Maker there) 
The fcnfes perfonn nimbly what they *re bi(^ 
And honeftly, nor are by Hea^n chid } 
And, when the down of fleep does foftly fall» f 
Their dreams are heavenly then, and myflicaj| 
With hafty wings time prefent they outfty. 
And tread the doubtful maze of deftiny }• 
There walk, and fport among the ye^ to comi^ 
And with quick eye pierce every caufe's womb. 1 
Thus thefe wife faints enjoy'd their little all. 
Free from the fpite of much-miftaken Saul t 
For, if man's life we in juft balance weighs 
David deferv d his envy lefs than they. 
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reat the hunted Prince makes choice^ 8S5 
leir choir his nobler lyre and voice, 
nknovm ev*n here he could not lie } 
bis luftre, Co quick Envy's eye ! 
ed troop* whom he efcapM before, 
1 here, and fear miftakcs no more : 890 

•xnge freih rage to them affords ; 
of him all promife to their fwonls. 
.me, but a new fpirit their hearts pofTcft, 
m facred calm through every breaii t 
9r% of their brow, fo rough erewhilc, S95 
into the dimples of a fmile ; 
ler veins fwcll with a peaceful tide, 
hafte ftreams with even current glide | 
day breaks gently through their eyes, 
ing-bluflies in their cheeks arifc : 90% 

jhts of war, of blood, and nuirther, ceafe j 
1 tunes they' adore the God of peace ! 
ngers twice more the tyrant fcnt, 
wice more mockM with the fame event : 
t'n\l ra^rc no longer brooks dolny j 905 

m there himfclf : but on tlic way 
I anger a wile fury {;rcw, 
\)[\s from his mouth unl)itI<lon flew : 
f robts he laid at Naioth down, 
indcritand, an<I fcorn, his crown j 91^ 

his mounting thoughts on nobler things, 
iiore folid joy»» than enipiie brinr^s ; 
his wondcrin:; fon, ar»(I on his head, 
of all pad wounils, kind tears, he ftied. 

11 3 So 
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So covetous Balaam, with a fond intent 915 

Of curfing the blcft feed, to Moab went : 
J^ut as he went, his fatal tongue to fell. 
His afs taught him to fpeak, God to fpeak well, 

** How comely are thy tents, oh Ifrael ?" 
(Thus he began) ** what conquefts they forctel ! 919 
** Lcfs fair are orchards in their autumn pride, 
** Adorn'd with trees on fome fair river's fide 5 
«« Lefs fair are vallies, their green mantles fpread! 
** Or mountains witb tall cedars on their head ! 
<* 'Twas God himfelf (thy God who muft not fear?) 
** Brought thee from bondage to be mafter here. 
** Slaughter (hall wear out thefc, new weapons get, 
"And death in triumph on thy darts (hall fit, 
*< When Judah's lion (l^arts up to his prey, 
'* The beafts (liall hang their cars, and creep away^ 
<* When he lies down, the woods (liall filence kecjv 
"And dreadful tigers tremble at his (leep. 
■' Thy curfers, Jacob ! (hall twice curfed be; 
'' And he (hall blefs himfelf that blelTes thee «.- ^U 
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:n(in\ip betwixt Jonathan and David ; and up- 
at occafion a dipuiTion concerning the nature of 
A difcourlc between Jonathan and David { 
which the latter ahfcnts himfelf from court, 
he former gocR thither, to inform himfelf of 
5 rcfohition. The fealt of the New-Moon j the 
cr of the celebration of it ; and therein a di- 
on of the hillory of Abraham. Saul's fpeech 
David's abfcncc from the fcufi, and his angci* 
It Jon:ithan. David's rorolution to fly away j 
rts with Jonilhan, and tails allcep under a tree, 
fcrlption of Phanl'y ; an angtl makes up a vi- 
in David's head ; the vilion itfdf, which is, a 
iccy of all the AucciHon of his race till Chris's 
with their moll remarkable ac\ions. At his 
ing, (ral)rlcl airuincs an human Ihapc, and con- 
to him the truth of his viiiun. 

r now the carlv birds l)<.'j;aii to call 
he morning: i\ni\\ ; uj) role the fun aad Saul 5 
% men tljouii^lit, lofc fivOi from fwcet repofc } 
:h, alu ! from rclUefs labours rofe; 

U 4. For 
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Tor in Saul** breaft, envy, the toiifome fin, $ 

ilnd all that night active and tyrannous been i 

Sht expeUM all forms of kindncf^, virtue, grace) 

i)( the pad day no footftep left or trace ; 

'I ht n'^w-blown fparks of his old rage appear. 

Nor could his love dwell longer with his fear* !• 

Hit ri'rar a (iorm wife David would not ilay. 

Nor truft the glittering of a faithlcfs dayj 

lie iaw the fun call in Iris (>€am^ apace, 

y\fid anj;ry cloucU march up into their place; 

The fca itfcif fmoothi hi« rougli brow awhile, 15 < 

I lattcrinfT the greedy merchant with a fmile; 

Kut h*:, whofc fliipwrcckM bark it drank before^ 

hr.cn the deceit, and knows it wcmld have more. 

Such i« the fra, rnd Ou.h wa* Saul. 

Jiut Jonathan, Wis Ion, and only f^ood, 10 

Wa« j.;cnilc a«i fair Jordan'3 ultful flood ; 

Whole innocent ftnam, as it in {llcncc p,oc«, 

Frcfli honoun and a I'uddcn fpriiij;; bcfVowa, 

On both hln banks, to every flower and tree; 

The manner how lieu hid, ih' effect we fee. 15 

liut more than all, more tlirin himfelf*, hc^v*d 

The man whofe worth hit. f'atlier'8 haired inov*d; 

For, wlun the noble youth at Damniin ftood, 

AdornM v/iih fwcat, and painted ^^^y with blood, 

Jonathan jucrc'd him throu^^h with greedy eye, 30 

And underllood the future majefly 

1 hen dcllinM in the glories of his look j 

lie fuw, and ftrait watt with amazement ftrook# 
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the ftrengthy the feature, and the grace 
young limbt i he Taw hit comely face, 35 

love and reverence fo well mingled werei 
:ail, aliTady crownM with golden hair i 

what mildneft hit bold fpirit did tame, 
: than light, yet powerful as a flame i 

his valour, by their fafety provM 1 49 

all this, and as he faw, he lov'd. 

t art thou. Love ! thou gj-eat myfterious thing! 

/hat hid (took does thy ftrange nature fpring ? 

oil that mov'ft the world through every pait, 

>ld*il the vaft frame clofe, that nothing Itait 45 

he due place and office firft ordainM j 

; were all things made, and are fultain'd. 

net we fee thee fiiUy, and can fay 

cncc thou took'ft thy rife, and went'ft that way; 

:ener the (hort beams of Reafon's eye 50 

y There thou art, not How, nor Why, 

the loadiionc, Nature's lubtle pride, 

i-udc iron wooM, and made a bride f 

as the wea))on wounded ? what hid flame 

ong and conquering metal overcame ? 55 

his world's grace) exalts his natural (late ) 

8 thee. Love I and feels no more his weight. 

ned heads, whom ivy garlands grace, 

oes that twining plant the oak embrace ? 

k, for courtfliip moit of all unfit, $0 

lugh as arc the winds that flght with it ? 

3es the abfent pole the needle move ? 

Ki his cold and ice beget hot love ^ 

Which 
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Which are the wings of lightnefs to afcend ? 
Or why docs weight to th' centre downwards bend ? 
Thus creatures void of life obey thy laws. 
And feldom we, they never, know the caufe. 
In thy large ftate, Life gives the next degree. 
Where Senfe, and Good Apparent, places thee ; 
But thy chief palace is man^s heart alone, 
Here are thy triumphs and full glories fhown ; 
Handfome Defires, and Reft, about thee flee. 
Union, Inherence, Zeal, and Extafy. 
Thoufand with joys clufter around thine head, 
O'er which a gali-lefs dove her wings does fpread; 
A gentle lamb, purer and whiter far 
Than confciences of thine own mart^TS are, 
Lies at thy feet 5 and thy right-hand does hold 
The myftic fceptre of a crofs of gold. 
Thus doft thou fit (like men ere fm had fram'd 
A guilty blufh) naked, but not afhamM. 
What caufe then did the fabulous ancients find, 
When firft their fuperftition made thee blind ? 
'TwpiS they, alas ! 'twas they who could not fee, 
When they miftook that monfter Luft for thee. 
Thou art a bright, but not confuming flame j 
Such in th' amazed bufh to Mofes came j 
When that fecure its new-crown'd head did rear. 
And chid the trembling branches' needlefs fear. 
Thy darts of healthful gold, and downwards fall. 
Soft as the feathers that they 're fletch'd withal. 
Such, and no other, were thofe fecret darts. 
Which fweetly touch'd this nobleft pair of hearts ; 
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Itlll to one end they both fo juftly drew, 

Ai courteous doves together yokM would do 1 95 

No weight of birth did on one fide prevail, 

Two twins lefs even lie in Naturc^s Icalc; 

They mingled fates, and both in r-jch did (hare, 

They both were fcrvants, they both princes were. 

If any joy to one of them was fcnt, 109 

It was moft his, to whom it lead was meant ; 

Ami Fortunc*s malice betwixt both was croft, 

For, ftriking one, it wounded th' other moft. 

Never did maiTiugc fuch tnie uiiion finff, 

Ormen*8 dcfircs with Co glad violence hind} io| 

For, there is (lill fomc tin^hirc left of fm, 

And ftill the fcx will needs be ftcaling-in. 

Thofc joys are full of drofs, and thicker far} 

Thefc, without matter, clear and liquid are. 

Such facred love docs hcavcn*s bright Spirits fill, no 

Where love is but to undcritand and will 

With fwift and unfccn motions; fuch as we 

Somewhat exprcfs In hcightcnM charity. 

ye blcft One I whole love on earth became 

So pure that Uill in heaven 'tis but the Came ! 115 

There now ye fit, and with mixt fouls embrace. 

Gazing upon great Love's myftcrlous face j 

And pity this bafc world, where friendihip 's made 

A bait for fin, or elie at bcft a trade. 

Ah, wondrous Prince ! who a true fi icnd couUrft be, 120 

When a crown flattcrM, and Saul tluratcn'd thee ! 

Who hcUrft him dear, whofc flars thy birth did crofs ! 

And bought*ft him nobly ut a kingdom's lofs ! 

IfraePi 
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IfraePs bright fceptre far lefs glory bring 
There have been fewer friends on earth th 

To this ftrange pitch their high aiFe^( 
Till Nature*s felf fcaixe lookM on them i 
Hither flies David for advice and aid. 
As fwift as love and danger could perfw: 
As fafe in Jonathan's truft his thoughts : 
As when himfelf but dreams them o'er a| 

" My deareft lord, farewell 1" faid he, 
** Heaven blefs the king ! may no misfor 
" Th' injuftice of his hate when I am dej 
** They Ve coming now, perhaps j my gi 
** Here in your fight, perhaps, muft bleec 
** And fcarce your own ftand fafe for bei 
** Think me not fcar'd with death, howe' 
** I know thou canft not think fo j 'tis a 
** From which thy love and Dammin fpea 
* * I 've met him face to face, and ne'er cc 
** One terror in his looks to make me fly 
** When Virtue bids me ftand j but I wo 
** So as becomes my life, fo as may prove 
** Saul's malice, and at leaft excufe your 

He ftopt, and fpoke feme paflion with h 
" Excellent friend !" the gallant Prince r 
** Thou haft fo prov'd thy virtues, that tl 
*' To all good men, more than to each hi 
" Who lives in Ifrael, that can doubtful 
** Of thy great a6lions ? for he lives by tt 
** Such is thy valour, and thy vaft fuccefs 
** That all things but thy loyalty are lefs 
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" Andy fhould my father at thy ruin aim, 
" Twould wound as much his fafety as his fame s 155 
" Think them not coming, then, to flay thee here, 
" But doubt mifhapsj as little as you fear ; 
«* For, by thy loving God, whoe'er defign 
" Againft thy life, mull ftrike at it through mine. 
" But I my royal father muft acquit 160 

** From fuch bafe guilt, or the low thought of it. 
" Think on his foftnefs when from death he freed 
" The faithlefs king of Amaiek's curfed feed; 
** Can he to' a friend, to' a fon, fo bloody grow, 
" He who ev'n fmn'd but now to fpare a foe ? 165 
" Admit he could ; but with what (Irength or art 
** Could he fo long dofe and feal up his heart? 
'< Such counfels jealous of themfelves become, 
" And dare not fix without confent of fome i 
«* Few men fo boldly ill, great fins to do, 170 

** Till licens'd and approv'd by others too. 
** No more (believe 't) could he hide ihi« from me, 
«* Than I, had he difcover'd it, from thee." 

Here they embraces join, and almofl tears ; 
Till gentle David thus new prov'd his fears : 175 

*< Thepraifeyou pleas'd (^reat Prince !) on me to fpend, 
** Was all out-fpokcn when you Uird mc Friend j 
** That name alone does dangerous glories bring, 
** And gives excufe to th' envy of a king. n 
** What did his fpcar, force, and chik plots, impart, 
** But fome eternal rancour in his heart ? 
" Still does he glance the fortune of that day 
«* When drqwn'd in his own blooJ GoiiJi i.iy, 

*^ Ar.i 
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'< And corcrM half the plain $ ftill heart the fooncf 

" How that Taft monfter fell, and ftnick the ground t 

** The dance, and * David his ten thoufands flew, ' 

** Still wound his fickly foul, and ftill are new, 

«* Great a6ls, t' ambitious princes, trcafout grow/ 

** So much they hate that fafcty which they owe. 

'^ Tyrants dread all whom they raife high in place, 190 

" From the Good, danger j from the Bad, difgrace j 

" They doubt the lords, miftruft the people^s hite, 

** Till blood become a principle of ftatc : 

** Secur'd nor by their guni-ds, nor by their right, 

«* But ftill they fear cv'n more than they affright. 195 

*• Pardon me. Sir! your father 's rough and ftern { 

** His will too ftrong to bend, too proud to learn t 

" Remember, Sir ! the honey's deadly fting | 

" Think on thnt favage juftice of the king; 

*' When the fame day that faw you do before «o« 

** Things above man, (liould fee you man no more*. 

" 'Tis true th' accurfcd Agag mov'd his ruth, 

•* He pitied his tull limbs and comely youth i 

•* Had fcon, alas ! the proof of heaven's fierce hate, 

•♦•And fcar'd no mifchicf from his powerlefs fatci »05: 

" Remember how ih' old Seer came raging down, 

** And taught )\im boldly to fufpcft his crown j 

<* Since then, his pride quakes at th* Almighty't rod, 

** Nor dares he love the man belov'd by God. 

** Hence liis deep rage and trembling envy fprings aio- 

•< (Nothing fo wild as jealoufy of kings !) 

** Whom Ihould he counfel aflc, with whom advife, 

** Who Kcafon and God's counfel docs dcfpife? 

" Whole 
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fe headftrong will no law or confcience daunt, 

he not fin, do* you think, without your grant? 
if the truth of our fix'd love he knew,, 
ould not doubt, believ 't, to kill cv*n you.'* 
Prince it movM, and ftrait prepares to find 
p refolves of his grievM father's mind : 
^er now appears, Love can foon iliow *t, 2za 
rce his ftubbom piety to know 't. 
igree that David fliould concealed abide, 

great friend had the Court's temper tryM | 

had Saul's moft fecret purpofe found, 

irch'd the depth and rancour of his wound. 215 

s the year's feventh-born moon, the folemn feaft 

ith moft noife its facrcd mirth exprefs*d. 

pening morn till night (huts in the day, 

npets and fhrill horns the Levites play. 

:r by this in myftic type we fee 230 

jw-year's-day of great eternity, 

the changM moon (hall no more changes make, 

atter*d deaths by tnunpets' found awake j 

the Law be kept in memory ftill, 
¥ith like noife on Sinai's fhining hill; 235 

(as fome men teach) it did arife 
uthful Abram's righteous facrifice,. 
vhilft the Kam on Ifaac's fire did fry, 
n with joyful tunes ftood founding by. 
i the caufe $ but God hU will declared, 240 
1 nice knowledge then with eafe is fpar'd. 
third hour Saul to the hallow'd tent, 
a lai'ge train of prieils and courtiers, went; 

3 The 



Ill COWLEY'S POEMS. 

The facred hctd marched proud and foftly by | 

Too fat and gay to think their deaths Co aigh. ^45 

Hard fate of beaftf, more innocent than we I 

Prey to our luxury , and our piety I 

Whofe guiitlefs blood, on boards and altars ipilt. 

Serves both to make, and expiate too* our guilt I 

Three bullocks of free neck> two gilded nunSf f Jt 

Two welUwaih'd goats, and fourteen ipotlefs lambii 

With the three vital fruits, wine, oil, and bread, 

(Small fees to Heaven of all by which we *re fed I) 

Are ofFerM up ; the hallowed flames ariic. 

And faithful prayers mount with them to theikits<t55 

From thence the king to th' outmoft court is brooghty 

Where heavenly things an infpir^d prophet taught | 

And from the facred tent to* his palace gates, 

With glad kind ihouts th* a/Tembly on him waits | 

The chearful horns before him loudly play, sl« 

And frcfh-ftrew'd flowers paint his triumphant way^ 

Thus in flow ftate to th' palace-hall they go, 

]xi«.h dreft for folemn luxury and (how: 

'Itn j)ieccs of bright tapefti-y hung the room, 

'JIk noblcft work e'er ftretch'd on Syrian loom, ftij 

For wealthy Adricl in proud Sidon wrought. 

And given to Saul when Saul's beft gift he fought^ 

Tiie brlght-cy'd Merab ; for that mindful day 

Nv") ornament fo proper feem*d as they. 

There all old Abram's ftory you might feej a/O 
And ftill fome angel bore him company. 
His painful, but well-guided, travels /how 
The fate of all his fons, the Church below. 

I Here 
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leanteout Sarah to great Pharaoh came» 
i(h*d with fudden paflion, (he with ihame ; 275 
tied (he feemM, and labouring in the ftrife 
t her own honour and her hufband*s life. 

a conquering hoft, that careiefs lay, 
I'd in the joys of their new-gotten prey, 
atriarch ^U $ well-mingled might you fee 2So 
>nfi]ft*d marks of death and luxury. 

next piece, bleft Salem's myftic king 

acred prefents to the vi6lor bring ; 

im whofe type he bears, his rights receives j 

f requires his due, yet freely gives; 285 

Q hit port, his habit, and his face, 

ild and great, the prieft and prince, had place. 

11 their ftany hoft the heavens difplay ; 

o ! an heavenly youth, more fair than they, 

A.bram forth ; points upwards 5 " Such," faid he, 

right and numberlefs, thy feed fhall be.'* 

e with God a new alliance makes, 

1 his fle(h the marks of homage takes : 
ere he three myfterious perfons feafts, 

laid with joyful tidings by his guefts i 995 

>r the wicked town he prays, and near 

did die wicked town through flames appear i 

1 his fate, and all his deeds, were wrought, 

tefrom Ur to Epbron's cave was brought. 

ae 'raongft all theforips drew then their eyes 309 

lithful Abram's righteous facrifice : 

d old man mounts flowly to the place, 

Nature's power triumphant in his face 

. U. I Or 
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0*»r the ?.iind"s courag« j for, in Ipite of all, 
Fi^m his iwcln cyc» itrutlei's waters fall. 
The innocent boy his cruel burthen bore 
Wic.i itr. iiii^ l«3Cks, and rometimcs walk*d bel 
Ana I !:i«c;m€s tuprd to talk : above was mad 
'IK- aim's tatal pile, and on it laid 
The Hope ot nm;kind ; pacientiy he lay^ 
An^ «i;vi !:i> lire, as he his Go<l» obey. 
Tho iMounituI ttie lifts up at iaft the knife. 
And on one mementos tiring dvpends his life^ 
In whoil' youn;r loins luch bi-ooding wonders 1 
t\ i\w\iU'.\d Spines peep'd fivm th' affrighted fl 
Amaz'd at this ilrange I'ccne $ and almoft fear* 
For all thofe joyful prophecies they *d heard { 
Ttll one IcapM nimbly forth , by God*s comma 
Like lightning fi\)in a cloud, and ftcppM his 1 
The genth 5fpr»it fiuird kimlly as he Ipoke, 
New beams of Joy through Abi-ara's wonder bi 
The Angel points V a tutt of buthes near, 
Where an entangled ram doe» half appear. 
And ftnigglcs vainly with that fatal net. 
Which, though but ilightly wrought, was fim 
For, lo ! anon, to this fad glory doomM, 
The ufcful bcall on Ifaac's pile confum'd j 
Whilft on his horns the ranfomM couple play*« 
And the ^;lad boy HancM to the tunes he made 

Near this hall's end a (hittim-table ftood j 
Yet well -wrought plate ilrove to conceal the \s 
For from the foot a golden vine did fprout. 
And call his fruitful riches all about. 
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night that beauteous ore the grape exprefs^ 
does weak man intoxicate no lefs. 335 

fame wood the gilded beds were m^de^ 
1 them large embroidered carpets Iaid» 
igypt, the rich (hop of follies, brought ) 
s of pride all nations foon are taught, 
feven comely blooming youths appear, 34« 
their hands fcven filver wafh-pots bear, 
and gay clad \ the choiceft fons that be 
eon^s race, and (laves of high degree I 
leauteous maids marchM foftly in behind j 
fcarfs their cloaths, their hair frefh garlands, bind 5 
rhilft the princes wa(h, they on them (hed 
Qtmentt, which their coftly odours fpread 
t whole room \ from their fmall prifons free, 
Bch glad hafte through the wide air they flee, 
ng was placM alone, and o^er his head 35* 
-wrought heaven of (ilk and gold was fpread, 
the ground, the fun in gold (hone bright, 
rc*d the wandering clouds with filvcr light. 
{ht-hand bed the king's three fons did grace, 
ird was Abncr's, AdricPs, David's, place $355 
reive large tables more were fiU'd below, 
le prime men Saul's court and camp could (how j 
tiacc did with mirth and mufic found, 
e crown'd goblets nimbly movM around ; 
ough bright joy in every gueft did (hinc, 369 
rnty, (Utc, mufic, and fpritcftil wine, 
oft on- Saul } an angry care did dwell 
dark bread, and all gay fonus expel. 

I 1 David'i 
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David't^ undbal ab&nce fimm tlit taM 
To his fick ipirit did jealow tiwoghtaHqopi i. 
Long lay he ftill» nor drnk, norMt, nor %ok%: 
And thus at kft bit tnmUad fikaee WqIe» i- * 
« Where can he bar ^d he i «^ it ant bft ft 
With that he pautM a while. » Toa wdlntll 
. <« His bonndleit prides hegriivct, mdliaM tirl 
« The folemn trimnpha «f my oonit and at. ' 
** Believe me, fnenda» and tnift what I cu^Mi 
<< From thoniand proofs} th^ amhitiBiia DuM « 
** Does thofe vaft things in his proud ftml Mfi 
«^ That too mnch Imfinefs give for i 
" He H kindling now» peihapa, lebcUioiia i 
<' Among the tribes, and does eT*n i 
*< Againft my crown, and all our fives- } 
« Are lodi ev'n to fufpe£(, what we i 
« By the Great Name, *tis true.** 
With that he fbook the board} and no tmmiSkm 
But Jonathan durft undertake to clear 
The blamelefs Prince } and fcarce ten woids l»4 
When thus his fpeech th* enn^^ tyrant brokei 
<< Difloyal wretch I thy gentle flMidier^s Hum 
<< Whofe cold pale ghoft ev*n bluflies at thy nam 
« Who fears, left her chafte bed flumld donbtid^ 
<< And her white hmt ftain'd by black deeds oft 
** Canft thou be mine ? a crown ibmetimes docs 
« Ev'n Tons againft their parents to coiiipirei 
** But ne'er did ftory yet, or fable, tell 
<< Of one fo wild, who^ merely to rebely 

CfQ 
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th* uir^ueftionM birthright of a tlirone, 
light his father^s ruin with his own. 
:ed*ft not plead th* ambitious youth's defence ; 
me clears his, and makes that innocnce t 
hit foul ingratitude appear, 
thy unnatural guilt is plac'd fo near. 
:hat noble friendihip*you pretend ? 
liinc own, foe — and thy worft enemy's friend ? 
)w fpirit can thy great birthright quit, 
Dg *s but juft, fo ill defery*ft thou it. 
hy brethren here, have no fuch mind { 
h prodigious worth in David find, 
s to him (hould our juft rights refign, , 495 
i God*s choice not made fo well as thine. 
f thy houfe and tribe 1 hence, from mine eye, 
^Ife friend, and fervile maiter, fly j 
e this time in arms expelling thee ; 
3r thofe arms are rais'd to ruin me I 416 
that way will nobler much appear, 
I remain his fpy and agent here. 
think this, Nature, by thee foribok, 
I me too.'* With that his fpcar he took 
It him ) the mirth and mufic ceule ; 415 

I all rife this fudden ilorm t' nppcall- : 
e his danger, and his duty, knew j 
ic bowM, and filcntly withdrew, 
id llrait, who in a foreft nigh 
advice, the royal friend docs fly. 4i« 

ilvice BOW, like the danger, clciy, 
me foreign land this ftorm t' outwear. 

I 3 All 
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All marks of comely grief in both are ieen ; 

And mournful kind difcourfes pafs'd between. 

Now generous tears their halty tongues i«ftraui» 415 

Now they begin, and talk all o*er again : 

A reverent oath of conftant loTe they take. 

And God's high name their dreaded witnefs makei 

Not that at all their faith* could doubtful prores 

But *twas the tedious zeal of endiefs Iotc. 4,)* 

Thus, ere they part, they the flwrt time beftow 

In all the pomp fricndftiip and grief could ihowt 

And David now, with doubtful iares opprefsM^ 

Beneath a (hade borrows fome little reft ; 

When» by command divine, thick mifts arife» 4}| 

And ftop the fcnfe, and clofe the conquerM cyet» 

There is a place which roan moft high doth rear, 

Tlf: Small World's heaven, where Reafon moves At 

fjiherc I 
Here, in a robe which does all colours (how 
( Vh" envy of birds, and the clouds* gaudy bow) 44* 
Phanfy, wild dame, with much kl'civious pridep 
Iiy twin-camclions drawn, does gaily ride ; 
iIr.T coach there follows, and throngs round about 
Of (hapcs and airy forms an endiefs rout: 
A lea roils on with harmlefs fury here ; 445 

Strait 'tis a (ield, and trees and herbs appear s 
Here in a moment are vaft armies made. 
And a quick fccnc of wai* and blood difplay^'d s 
iltitf fj^nrkling wines, and brighter maids, corm iSf 
'1 Uc bawds for Seni'e and lying baits of Sin : 45!' 
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ingf arife of ftrange and quarreling kind, 
epart lion, and a fhake behind : 
Iden raoontains fwell the covetous place, 
itaars ride themfelves, a painted race, 
flight wonders Natore iees the ftore, 455 

\y then accounts herfelf but poor, 
r an Angel comes, in David's trance, 
ds them mingled in an antique dance ; 
le numerous forms fit choice he takes, 
ns them wifely, and this vifion makes :*- 460 
David there appears in kingly ftate, 
he twelve tribes his dread commands await j 
the wars with his joined ftrength he goes,' 
ew friends, and frights his ancient foes, 
na, Canaan^s old head, they came 4I5 

igh in note, then not unknown to fame) ; 
td and lame th* undoubted wall defend, 
new wounds or dangers apprehend ; 
y image of great Joab there 
the mock, and teaches them to fear ! 470 

38 the airy walls, leaps raging down, 
ntcd ihapes of flaughter fill the town ; 
rfe the guards their mirth and bravery chofe ;. 
icm flow are (lain, or made like thofc. 
'Ugh an inward fccne an army lay, 475 

vith full banners a fair Fi(h difplay: 
chin plains to happy Ep^ypt's coatt 
:m all met 5 a vail and warlike hoft ! 
hartes David, to his «Hcftin'd prey, 
and noble danger lead the way j 4S0 

I4 Tarn 
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The confcious trees fhook with a reverent fear 
Their unblown tops ; God walk'd before him there. 
Slaughter the weary'd Riphaims' bofom fiHs j 
Dead corpfe embofs the vale with little hills. 
On th' other fide, Sophenes' mighty king 4 

Numberlefs troops of the bleft Eaft does bring: 
Twice are his men cut off, and chariots ta'cn j 
Damafcus and rich Adad help in vain. 
Here Nabathaean troops in battle ftand. 
With all the lufty youth of Syrian land j 4 

Undaunted Joab rufhes on with fpeed. 
Gallantly mounted on his fiery fteed j 
He hews down all, and deals his deaths around ; 
7 he Syrians leave, or poffcfs dead, the ground. 
On th' other wing does brave Abilhai ride, 4 

Recking in blood and duft j on every fide 
The perjur'd fons of Ammon quit the field ; 
^-omc bafely die, and feme more bafely yield. 
Through a thick wood the wretched Hanun flies. 
And far more juftly then fears Hebrew fpies. 5 

Moloch, their bloody God, thrufts out his head, 
(Winning through a black cloud : him they M longf 
In his feven chambers ; and he ftill did eat 
Ncw-roaftcQ babes, his dear, delicious meat. 
Again they 'arife, more anger'd than difmay'd j 5 
Euphrates and iwift Tygris fends them aid : 
In vain they fend it, for again they Ve flain. 
And feaft the greedy birds on Helay plain. 
Here Rabba with proud towers affronts the fky, 
And round about great Joab's trenches lie.; 51 

Tlu 
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: the wallsy and fack the helplefs town ; 

I head flunes AinmoD*s maflj crown • 

>ti8 torments the cursM race expires j 

felf 1ms fevere wrath admires. 

an Urael^s throne does bravely fit 515 

fouth endow'd with wondrous wit. 

be parched Line a royal dame, 

3 tongue and boundlefs wiidom, came : 

back in her triumphant womb 
us Aock of thousand kings to come. 5x0 
teft forms his pomp and wealth difplay^ 
I templets vaft foundations lay ; 
nrork ! and with fit glories fiird 

enhabit, and that king to build. 

the quarries hew out mafly ftone, 535 

it up with cranes ; fome breathe and groan 
er the anvil ; fome cut down 
I, the proud mountains* ancient crown ; 

the trunks, and breathing ihapes beAow, 

trees more life than when they grow : 530 
as ! what fudden cloud is fpread 

glorious king*s eclip£ed head ? 
ime benights, and all his ftore, 
him round ; and now he *s feen no more ! 
"ait his fon appears, at &ichem crownM, 335 
g and heedlefs council circled round j 
ibje£l ! but a falling ftate 
i its own errors joinM with Fate, 
at once forfake the Jeflian throne, 
\.doi'am at his meflage (lont } 540 

<^Brethrea 
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•* Brtthren of Ifrael I**— more he fain would fay, 
But a flint ftopp*d hit mouthy and fpeech, i* th* wj 
Here this fond king*s difaftert but begin. 
He *• deftin*d to more Aiame by* hit father*s fin t 
SuCick comet up, and under hit command 
A dreadful army from fcorch*d Afric*t And, 
At number! eft at that t all it hit prey. 
The templets facred wealth they bear away i 
Adrazar's Hiieldt and golden loft they take t 
Fv^n David in his dream does fweat and'ihake. 
Thus fails thit wretched prince ; hit loint appear 
Of left weight now than Solomon*s lingen were. 

Abijah next feeks Ifrael to regain. 
And wa(h in Teas of blood his father*t (lain i 
Ne'er faw the aged fun fo cinicl fight 5 
Scarce faw he this, but hid his ba/hful light. 
Ncbat's curs'd fon fled with not half hit men; 
Where were his G;ods of Dan and Bethel then f 
Y(t cottid not this the fatal ftrife decide j 
(jod piinifh'd one, but blcfsM not th' other (ide, j 

A fan, a juft and virtuous prince, fucceedt. 
High -raised by fame for great and godly deedt 1 
He cut the folcmn groves where idols ftood, 
An'l facrific'd the gods with their own wood t 
He vanquifh'd thus the proud weak powers of hell j , 
iJrfori' iiim next their doating fervantt fell s 
So linge an hoft of Zcrah's men he flew. 
As made ev'n that Arabia Defcrt too. 
Why fcarM he then the pcrjurM Baafha*t fight f 
Ot- bought the dangerous aid of Syrians' might f 

I Conc|u 
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Conqueft, HeaTen^s gift, cannot liy man be fold ; 
Alas ! what weaknefs trufts he > Man and gold. 

Next Joiaphat poflefsM the royal ftate 
(An happy prince, well worthy of his fate) j 
His oft oblations, on God^s altar made, ^y^ 

With thoafand flocks and thoufand herds are paid^ 
Arabian tribute ! What mad troops are thofe, 
Thofe mighty troops that dare to be his foes ! 
He prays them dead : with mutual wounds they fall $ 
One fury brought, one fury flays, them all. ^g^ 

Thus fits he f^ill, and fees himfelf to win ; 
Never overcome but by 's friend Ahab*s fm j 
On whofe difguife Fates then did only look ; 
And had almoft tfadr God^s command miftook : 
Him from whofe danger Heaven fecurely brings, 585 
And for his fake two ripely wicked kings. 
Their armies languifli, burnt with thirft at Selrj 
Sighs all their cold, tears all their moiflure, there } 
They fix their greedy eyes on th' empty flty, 
Aiid fancy clouds, and Co become more dry : 59# 

£li(ha calls for waters from afar 
To come ; Eliflia calls, and here they axv s 
In helmets they quaflf round the welcome flood ; 
And the decreafe repair with MuaVs blood. 
Jchoram next, and Ochoziah, throng 59^ 

For Judah*s fceptre ; both fliort-livM too long. 
A Woman too from mnrther title claims ; 
Both with her fins and fcx the crown (he fliames : 
Proud, ciirfed woman ! but her fall, at laft. 
To -doubting nMn cleai-s Heaven for what was pafl. <•• - 

Joas 
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Joas at drfk does bright and glorious (how } 
In life's fi*efh morn his fame did early crow | 
Fair was the proniife of his dawning ray. 
But Prophets* angry blood o'crcaft his dayi 
From thence his clouds, from thence his ftonnij bej 
It cries aloud, and twice lets Aram in. 
So Amaziah lives, fo ends his reign j 
Both by their traiterous fcrvants juflly {lain* 
Edom at firft dreads his vi^lorious hand. 
Before him thoufand captives trembling (land j • 
]>own a deep precipice, down he calls them all. 
The mimic fhapes in feveral poftures falls 
But then (mad fool !) he docs thofe Cods adore 
Which, when pluck'd down, had woV/hipM him bef 
Thus all his life to come is lofs and (hame; 
No help from gods, who themfelvcs helped not, caK 

All this Uzziah's ftrength and. wit repairs, 
Leaving a well-built greatnefs to his heirs ; 
Till leprous fcurf, o'er his whole body caft. 
Takes him at firfl from men, from earth at laft. 
As virtuous was his fon, and happier far ; 
Buildings his peace, and trophies gracM his war* 
But Achaz heaps up fins, as if he meant 
To make his worft forefathers innocent : 
He burns his fon at Hinnoni, whilft around 
'l^he roaring child drums and loud trumpets ibttnd i 
This to tiic hoy a barbarous mercy grew. 
And fuatch'd him from all his miieries to enfue. 
Here Peca comes, and hundred thoufands fall) 
Here Rezin marches up, and fwceps up all j 

1 



D A V I D E I S. Book II. its 

Till, like a fca, the great Belochut' fon 

Breaks upon both, and both does over-run | 

The laft of Adad*s ancient ftock is (lain, 

Ifniel captiv'dy and rich Damafcus ta^en i 

AH this wild rage to revenge Judah*s wrong } 635 

But woe to kingdoms that have friends too ftrong 1 

Thus Hezekiah the torn empire took, 
And Aflur*s king, with his worfe gods, forfook } 
Who to poor Judah worlds of nations brings, 
There rages, utters vain and mighty things { 64« 

Some dream of triumphs, and exalted names, 
Some of dear gold, and fome of beauteous dames ) 
Whilfty in the midft of their huge (leepy boaft, 
An angel fcatters death through all the hoft. 
Th* affrighted tyrant back to Babel hies, 645 

There meets an end far worfe than that he flies. 
Here Hczekiah*s life is almoft done ! 
So good* and yet, alas 1 fo (hort, *tis fpun 1 
Th* end of the line was ravelM, weak, and oldi 
Time mud go back, and aiTord better hold 6 $9 

To tie a new thread to* it, uf fifteen years i 
Tis done ) tlf all-mighty power of prayer and tears ! 
Backward the (Vin, an unknown motion, went } 
The liars gazM on, and wonderM what he meant. 
Manaffes next (forgetful man I) begins; 6$$ 

£n(lav*d and fold to Afluu* by his lins ) 
Till, by the rod of learned mifcr)' taught. 
Home to his God and country both he *s brought 1 
It taught not Ammon, nor his hardncfs brake j 
He '• made th* example he refused to take, 660 

Yet 
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Yet from this root a goodly cjron fprings | 
* Jofiah, beft of men, as well as kings. 
Down went the calves, with all their gold andcoftf . 
The priefts then truly griey'd Ofiris loft ; 
Thefe mad Egyptian rites till now remained ; 6<5 

Fools ! they their worfer thraldom ftill retainM I 
In his own fires Moloch to aikcs fell, 
And no more flames muft have befides hii hell ; 
Like end Aftarte's homed image found, j 

And Baal's fpired ftone to duft was ground : 670 I 

No more were men in female habit feen, ' 

Nor they in men's, by the lewd Syrian qactn i ' 
No lullful maids at Benos* temple fit. 
And, with their bodies* ihame, their marriage get: 
The double Dagon neither nature (aves, 675 

Nor flies flie back to th' Erythraean waves. 
The travoling fun fees gladly from on high 
His clr riots burn, and Nergal quenched lie ^ 
The king's impartial anger lights on all, 
From fly-blown Accaron to the thundering Bail. 6lo 
Here David's joy unruly grows, and bold, 
Nor could flcep*s filken chain its violence hold» 
Had not the Angel, to feal faft his eyes. 
The humours ftirr'd, and bade more milb arife: 
When ihait a chariot hurries fwift away, €t$ 

And in it good Jofiah bleeding lay \ 
One hand 's held up, one (lops the wound ; in vain 
They both are us'd : alas ! he 's flain, he 's flain. 

Jchoias and Jehoi'chim next appear ; 
Both urge that vengeance which before was near : ^9^ 

He 
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in Egypitian fetters captive dies, 
18 by more courteous anger murderM lies, 
fan and brother next do bonds fuftain, 
el's now iblemn and imperial chain, 
e ^8 the laft fccne of this proud city's ftate \ 695 
ills are met ty*d in one knot of Fate.^ 
sir endlefs flavery in this trial lay ; 
iat God had heapM->up ages in one day : 
>ng works around die wall the Cbaldees build, 
t town with grief and dreadful bufinefs fiirdj 70* 
their caivM gods die frantic women pray, 
ds, which as near their ruin were as they, 
laft in ruflies the prevailing foe, 
es all the mifchief of proud conqueft (bow s 
le wondring babes from mothers* breafts are rent, 
id fuffer ills they neither fearM nor meant} 
» filver reverence guards the (looping age, 
> rale or method ties their boundlefs rage 1 
be glorious temple (Kines in flame all o*er, 
St not fo bright as in its gold before : 710 

athing but fire or (laughter meets the eyes ; 
3thing;the ear but groans and difmal cries. 
he walls and towers are levelM with the ground, 
&d fcarce aught now of that va(l city *s found, 
It ihtrds and nibbi(h, which weak (igns might keep 
f forepaft glory, and bid travellers weep, 
hot did triumphant Aflur homewards pafs, 
Ad thus Jerufklem left, Jerufalem that was 1 
'I'his Zedechiah faw, and this not all \ 
tfoie hb face his ^ends and children fall, ys* 

The 



i«t CO w;le:y*8 posjm«» 

The fpoit of inibkiit lianrt | tlut ha nmu, 
A king vmI ftlhAr oneel ill Fite cmmM «6 ', 
His eyet noiiiont*dotli€irnaAer.%iit»i. * . 
All to be iJBen (h» took^ and nestlM^I^. . .. 
Thus a loof deadii in iviiMi Im c«t«qMi4 '. .:: r| 
Bereft of gncT^ laft lblftfle» ev*a lut 1 

Then Jeconiah^i fim did liM«iiioft 4 
And he who bro^g^ the o^thrM aatiga bWiiJi; ^: 
A row of worthict in long onkr piift^d 
.Orthefliortfttges ofallold Jol^lllftp . 7.^ 
Fair angels paia^d by next in ieomlj bwid% 
All gilt, with gilded balkctt in their bnndM. 
Some, as they went, the Uve-eyM Tiolett Jrfir*^ ^ 
Some, fpotlcft liliet in loofe oider tkic«| 
Soflie,didtfaewaymthfiiU*blefminiee'lpnnd'| i 
Their fmell divine, and colottr ftrangdy raid| 
Not fuch as our dull garden* proudly ¥NUr» 
Whom weathers takdti and winds* rude ktl&t iBtri 
Such, I believe, was the firft mh** hm, | 
Which at God^s word in beauteouf EdjUi grew | ; 
Queen of the flowers which made that erchanl gqf 1 
The morning bluihes of the fpring*^ new day. 

With fober pace an heavenly nlkaid walks in. 
Her looks all fair { no iign of native fin 
Through her whole body writ$ immoderale grace • 
Spoke things far more than human in her face s 
It cafts a duiky gloom o>r all die flowers | 
And with full beams their mingled light devours ! 
An Angel ftrait broke from a (hining cknidf 
And prefs'd hit wings^ and widi much mcrcncehii 
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bowMy and grave approach he made^ 
hit facred meflage fweetly faid: 
full of Grace ! thee the whole world (hall c^H 
ill bleft; Thee, who (halt blefs them all. 
gin womb in wondrous fort fliall (hroud 755 
e God (and then again he bowM) ; 
ion the great Spirit ihall breathe on thee ; 
•u ! who muft God's wife, God's mother, be I 
lat, his feeming form to heaven he rearM ; 
obeifance made, and difappear'd. 760 

ocw ftar three eaftem fagcs fee 
ly (hould only earth a gainer be ?) 
iw this Phofphor's infant-light, and knew 
sly uiherM in a Sun as new : 
afted all this Rifing Sun t' adore j 765 

lem rich myrrh and early fpices bore : 
en ! no fitter gift your zeal could bring; 
in a noifome ftable find your King, 
thoufand devils run roaring in ; 
ith a dreadful fmile deform'dly grin ; 779 
amp their cloven paws, fome frown, and tear 
ping fnakes from their black-knotted hair } 
11 grief, and all the rage of hell, 
loubled now, or that juft now they fell 1 
hen the dreaded maid they entering faw, 775 
1 with trembling fear and filcnt awe. 
chafte arms th' eternal infant lies, 
mighty voice changed into feeble cries. 
1 contained virgins oft^ and will do more ; 
did Tirgin contain Heaven before, 780 

U. K «« Angels 
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** Angels peep round to view this myftic things 
«< And Halleluiah round, all Halleluiah fing/* 

No longer could good David quiet bear 
Th* unwieldy pleafure which o^erflowM bim here i 
It broke the fetters, and burft ope his eye ) ; 

Away the timorous forms together fly i 
Fix (1 with amaze he ftood ; and time muft take^ 
To learn if yet he were at laft awake. 
Sometimes he thinks that Heaven this vifion fentf 
And ordered all the pageants as they went j 5 

Sometimes, that only *twas wild Phanfy*8 play. 
The loofe and fcatterM relics of the day. 

When Gabriel (no bleft fpirit more kind or fair) 
Bodies and cloaths himfelf with thickened air | 
All like a comely youth in lifers frefh bloom ; 7 
Rare workmanfliip, and wrought by heavenly looilil 
He took for ikin a cloud moft foft and bright. 
That ere the mid-day fun pierc'd through with light 
Upon his cheeks a lively blu(h he fpread, 
Wafli'd from the morring beauties' deepeft rcd| I 
An harmlefs flaming meteor (hone for hair. 
And fell adown his (boulders with loofe care j 
He cuts out a filk mantle from the ikies. 
Where the moll fpritely azure pleas'd the eyes 5 
This he with ftarr)' vapours fpangles all, So 

Took in their prime, ere they grow ripe and fall: 
Of a new rainbow, ere it fret or fade, 
The tlioicelt piece took out, a fcarf is made : 
SKiall itieamnig clouds he does for wings difplay, 
Not virtuous iuvers' nghs more loft than theyj ''^ 
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le gilds o*er with the fun^s richeft rays, 
gliding o*er pure ftreams on which he plays. 
( drefty the joyful Gabiiel pofts away, 
rries with him his own glorious day, 
^h the thick woods i the gloomy (hades awhile 
frefli looks, and wonder why they fmile j 
mbling ferpents clofe and fiient lie | 
*ds obfcene far from his pafTage fly j 
en rpring waits on him as he goes^ 
as that which by creation rofe i tio 

e appears to Darid ; at firft fight 
th-bred fears and forrows take their flight. 
es joy divine, and hope, and reft ^ 
id calm fhines through his peaceful breaft. 
, man bclov'd ! from higheft heaven," faid he | 
Dtgfaty mafter fends thee health by me. 
things thou faw'ft are full of truth and light, 
*d in the glafs of the diving forefight: 
I now old Time is harneOing the years 
ro in order thus. Hence, empty fears ! 830 
fate *8 all white ; from thy blcft feed (hall fpring 
promisM Shilo, the great myftic King: 
nd the whole earth his dreaded name (hall feund^ 
reach to worlds that muft not yet be found : 
Southern clime him her fole lord (hall (^le, 835 
I all the North, ev^n Albion* s ftubbom ille* 
fellowrfervant, credit what I tell, 
lit into (hapeiefs air unfeen he fell.** 
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IIS fong at her. window j his expedition againft the 
i^hiliftinesy and the dowry of two hundred foreikins 
'or Michalr with whom he is manned* The folem- 
lities of the wedding. Saurs relapfe, and the caufes 
>f David*8 flight into the kingdom of Moab. 

^ AisM with the news he frgm high Heaven receives, 
^ Strait to his diligent God juft thanks he gives ; 
diyine Nobe dire£ls then his flight, 
Imall towDy great in fame, by Levi's right 5 
there, with fpritely wines and hallow'd bread, 5 
Jt what *s to hunger hallow'd ?) largely fed. 
e g^ood old prieft welcomes his fatal gueft, 
d with long talk prolongs the hafty feaft : 
lends him vain Goliah^s facred fword 
he fitteft help juft Fortune could afford) ; 10 

TwokI whofc weight without a blow might flay, 
ie unbtunted to cut boils away ; 
Tword fo great, that it was only fit 
take-off his great head who came with it. 
us he arms David : ** I your own reflore, J5 

Pake it,^* faid he, *^ an4 ufe it as before ; 
faw you then, and *twas the braveft fight 
rhat ere thefe eyes ow'd the difcovering light: 
Vhen you flep'd forth, how did the monfter rage, 
n fcom of your foft looks and tender age ! 2^ 

ome your high fpirit did mad prefumption call, 
ome pitied that fuch youth fhould idly fall ; 
rh' oncircumcisM fmilM grimly with difdain j 
knew the day was yours : I law it plain.*' 

K 3 Much 
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Much more the reverend iire preparM to fay 15 

(Rapt with his joy) ; how the two armies lay; 

Which way th^ amazed foe did wildly flee, 

Ali that his hearer better knew than be s 

But David's hafte denies all needlefs ftay $ 

To Gath, an enemy's land, he haftes away: 30 

Not thcx-e fecure ; but, yhere one danger 's near. 

The mere remote, though greater, difappear 2— 

So, from the hawk, birds to man's fucconr flee; 

So, from fir'd fhips^ man leaps into the fea.— 

There in difguife he hopes unknown t' abido; 35 

Alas ! in vain ! what can fuch greatnefs hide ? 

Stones of imall worth may lie unfefen by day. 

But night itfelf does the rich gem betray. 

Tagal firft fpy'd him, a Philiftian knight. 

Who erft from David's wrath by /hameful flight 40 

Had fav'd the fordid remnant of his age; 

ilcnce the deep fore of envy mix'd with rage. 

Strait, with a band of foldiers tall and rough. 

Trembling — for fcarce he thought that band enough— 

On ii'ui he feizes ; whom they all had fear'd, 45 

Had the bold youth in his own fhape appear'd. 

And now this wi(hM-for, but yet dreadful, prey 

To Achis' court they led in hafte away. 

With all u:. manly rudenefs which does wait 

Upon ih' immoderate vulgar's joy and hate, 5« 

His valour now and ftrength muft ufelefs lie. 

And he himfelf muft arts unufual try: 

Sometimes he rends his garments, nor does fpare 

The goodly curU of his rich yellow hair; 

Somttimfi 
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s a violent Uaghtcr fcrewM his face, 55 

times ready tears drop^d down apace ; 
s he fix*d his ftaring eyes on g^und, 
^times in wild manner hurlM them round* 

revenge Philiftians could not wi(h : 
t the juftice of their mighty FiHi. 60 

/ in height of anger let him live ^ 
iom too, t' encreafe his fcom, they give j 
fe madnefs freed, does homeward flee, 

makes them all that he feem'd to be. 

Adullam, in an aged wood, 6$ 

>art earth, part rocky ftone, there ftood, 
id vaft within, which Nature wrought, 

her fchoiar Art (he had been taught. 

ung David with his kindred came, 

md friends ^ many his fpreading fame, 70 

ir wants, or difcon tents, did call : 

n in war, and almoft armies,, all I- 

me wife and valiant Joab down 

7hom David's felf muft owe his crown) ; 

' man, had not ibme cunning fm, 75 

} many virtues crowded in. 

I Abiihai came, by whom there fell 

hree hundred : with him Afahel y 

Brifter than the northern wind 5 

uld the nimble motions of his mind 89 

} feet i £0 ilrangely would he run, 

e itfelf pcrceivM not what was done t 

^e lawns and meadows would he pafs, 

ht unl^iown, and harmlefs to the grafs } 

K 4> Oft 
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Oft o'er the fands and hollow duft would trace, S5 

Yet no one atom trouble or difplace. 

Unhappy youth ! whofe end fo near I fee ! 

There 's nought but thy ill fate fo fwift as thee. 

Hither JefTides' wrongs Benaiah drew. 
He who the vaft exceeding monfter (lew 5 • ^ 

Th* Egyptian like an hill himfelf did rear, 
ITlke fome tall ticc upon it feem'd his fpear; 
But by Bcnaiah's ftafFhe fell, overthrown j 
The earth, as if worft ftrook, did loudeft groan. 
Such was Benaiah : in a narrow pit 95 

He faw a lion, and leapt down to it 5 
As eafily there the royal beaft he tore. 
As that itfelf did kids or lambs before. 
Him Ira followed, a young lovely boy, 
But full of fpirit, and arms was all his joy ; xoo 

Oft, when a child, he in his dream would fight 
With the vain air, and his wakM mother fright; 
Ott would he (hoot young birds, and, as they fall. 
Would laugh, and fancy them Philitlians all : 
And now at home no longer would he ftay, 105 

Though yet the face did fcarce his fex betray. 
Dodos' great Ton came next, whofe dreadful hand 
Sn:ttch\i ripen\l glories from a conquering band j 
Who knows, not Danmiin, and that bajlcy- field, 
Wliich did a llrange and bloody harvelt yield? iio 
".lany befidcs did this new troop encrcai'e j — 
A<ian, whole wants made him unfit for peace j 
Klicl, whoie toil (juiver did always bear 
/\s many deaths as in it an'ows were j 

None 
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onrhis hand did vain or innocent flee^ 115 
«ove or Fate could aim fo well as he. 
f Judah took wrong*d David^s {ide» 
my of old Jacob's youngeft tribe } 
chief ftrength the Gathite foldiers are, 
.gle man able V overcome a war ! 129 

the darts they fling through yielding air, 
rdy all as the ftrong fteel they bear : 
noble rage fits in their face, 
comely, armM with dreadful grace 1 
adaunted Prince, though thus well-guarded here, 
(lout foul durft for his parents fear $ 
I for them a fafe and quiet feat. 
Is his fortune with a pledge fo great. 

in hoftile fire rich Afia's pride 

years' fiege had fully fatisfy'd, 130 

lole an a6l of higher fame, 
•e Anchifes through the wondering flame; 
r burden, and a richer prey, 

1 the Grecian forces bore away ! 

IS Prince ! in peace, in triumph go 5 135 

be conqueft of thine overthrow ; 

: fav*d thy Troy would far lefs glorious be; 

thou overcom'ft their victory. 

ntt Judah, an old kingdom, lies ; 

:heir touch, and his cursM Tea denies t 14.0 

5 North- ftars from o'er Amoreus' ground, 

nd Petra their South part does bound ; 

is the lands of Cuih and Ammon He, 

rning's happy beams they firll efpy 5 

The 
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The region with fat foil and plenty '$ blcft, 145 

A foil too good to be of old pofieft 

By monftrous Emins ; l>ut Lot^s offspring carae« 

And conquerM both the people and the namej 

Till Seon drave them beyond Arnon^s flood. 

And their fad bounds mark'd deep in their own bloodi 

In Hefbon, his triumphant court he placM, 

Hefbon, by Men and Nature ftrangely grac'd j 

A glorious town, and fill'd with all delight 

Which peace could yield, though well prepared foi 

fight. 
But this proud city, and her prouder lord, %$$ 

Felt the keen rage of Ifrael's facred fword j 
Whilft Moab triumphed in her torn eftate. 
To fee her own become her conqueror's fate t 
Yet that fmall remnant of Lot's parted crown 
Did, arm'd with IfraePs fins, pluck Ifrael down s i6» 
Full thrice fix years they felt fierce Eglon's yoke, 
1'ill Ehud's fword God's vengeful meflTage (poke ; 
Since then their kings in quiet held their own. 
Quiet, the good of a not-envy'd throne I 
And now a wife old prince the fceptre fway'd, 1^5 
Well by his fubjefls and himfelf obey'd j 
Only before his father's gods he fell ; 
Poor wretched man ! almod too good for hell. ! 
Hither does David his bleft parents bring $ 
With humble greatnefs begs of Moab's king 17O 

A fafe and fair abode, where they might live. 
Free from thofc llorms with which himfelf muft ftrive.. 

3 Tkt 
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Tht king with chearful grace his fult approved, 
ly hate to Saul, and love to Virtue, movM. 
< Welcome great Knight, and your fair Troop,** faid 
he, 175 

'* Your name found welcome long before with me j 
' That to rich (^phir^s rifing mom is known, 
^ And ftretch^d^out far to the burnt fwarthy zone : 
^ Swift Fame, when her round journey (he does make> 
' Scorns not fometimes us in her way to take. iSo 

^ Are you the man did that huge giant kill, 
^ Great Baal of Phegor ? and how young he *s ftill ! 
f From Ruth we heard you came ; Ruth was bom hcrcj 
' In Judah fojoura'd, and (they fay) matched there 
' To one of Bethlem $ which I hope is true : 1^5 

However, your virtues here entitle you : 
' Thofe have the beft alliance always been ; 
• To gods as well as men they iq^e us kin." 

He fpoke, and ftrait led in his thankful guefts, 
;** a ftately room preparM for ihows and feafts : J9g 
lie room with golden tapeftry ^ilterM bright, 
it once to pleafe, and to confound, the iight> 
!i&* excellent work of Babylonian hands ! 
n midft a table of rich ivory fhmds, 
(y three fierce tigers, and three lions home, 391 

Vhich grin, and fearfully the place adorn i 
Videly they gape, and to the eye they roar, 
is if they hungered for the food they bore. 
Vbout it beds of Libyan citron ftood, 
Vith coverings dyM in Tyrian fiihes' blood 200 

(They 
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(They fay, th* Herculean art) : but moft delight 
Some Pictures gave to David's learned iight* 
Here feveral ways Lot and great Abram go. 
Their too-much wealth vaft and unkind does grow : 
Thus each extreme to equal danger tends^ %> 

Plenty, as well as Want, can feparate friends* 
Here Sodom^s towers raife their proud tops on high 
(The towers, as well as men, outbrave the Iky)} 
By it the waves of reverend Jordan run. 
Here green with trees, there gilded with the fun; s 
Hither Lot's houfehold comes, a numerous traini 
And all with various bufmefs fill the plain x 
Some drive the crowding fticep with rural hooks; 
They lift up their mild heads, and bleat in looks : 
Some drive the herds j here a fierce bullock fcoms i 
T\\ appointed way, and runs with threatening horn 
In vain the herdman calls him back again; 
'I'he dogs ftand off afar, and bark in vain: 
!^ome lead the groaning waggons, loaded high 
With ftuff, on top of which the maidens lie : i; 

Upon tall camels the fair fillers ride. 
And Lot talks with them both on either fide. 
Another pi6lure to curft Sodom brings 
tlanfs proud lord, with his three fervanf-kings : 
Tliey fack the town, and bear Lot bound away 3 i: 
WhiUt in a pit the vanquifhM Bera lay, 
Buried almoll alive, for fear of death; 
But Heaven's juft vengeance fav'd as yet his breath j 
Abraham purfues, and flays the vigor's hoft. 
Scarce had their conqueft leifure for a boaft. 13 
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Next this was drawn the recklefs city^s fltme, 

yrhen a (bange hell pour'd down from heaven therd 

came. 
Here the two angels from Lot's window look 
With fmiling anger } the lewd wretches, ftrook 
With fudden blindnefs, feek in vain the door $ 1)5 
Their eyes, firft caufe of luft, firft vengeance borev 
Through liquid air Heaven*s bufy foldiers fly. 
And drive-on clouds where feeds of thunder lie 1 
Here the fad (ky glows red with difmal ftrcaks. 
Here lightning from it with Ihort trembling breaks j 
Here the blue flames of fcalding brimltonc fall. 
Involving fwiftly in one ruin all % 
The fire of trees and houfes mounts on high. 
And meets half«way new fires that fhower from iky. 
Some in their arms fnatch their dear babes away j 24.5 
At once drop down the fathers* arms and they : 
Some into waters leap with kindled hair. 
And, more to vex their fate, are burnt ev'n there. 
Men thought (fo much a flame by art was Aiown) 
The piflurc's fclf would fall in a(hes down. 150 

Afar uld Lot toward little Zoar hies, 
And dares not move (good man ! ) his weeping eyes i 
' Behind his wife ftood, ever fixM alone j 
Ko more a woman, not yet quite a (lone : 
A lading death fcizM on her turning head j 255 

One cheek was rough and white, the other red. 
And yet a cheek t in vain to fpeak fhe (Irove j 
Her lips, though ftone, a little fecm*d to move t 

One 
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One eye was closM, Airpriz'd by fuddcn night. 

The other trembled ftill with parting light ; *U 

The wind admirM, which her hair loofely bore. 

Why it grew ftifF, and now would play no more: 

To heav«n fhe lifted up her freezing hands. 

And to this day a fuppliant pillar Ihinds : 

She try'd her heavy foot from ground to rear, 165 

And rais'd the heel, but her toes rooted there : 

Ah, foolifh woman ! who muft always be 

A light more ftrange than that (he tum'd to fee ! 

Whilft David fed with thefe his curious eye. 
The feaft is now ferv'd-in, and down they lie. 170 
Moab a goblet takes of mafly gold, 
Which Zippor, and from Zippor all of old 
Quaff M to their gods and friends : an health goes round 
In the brifk grape of Arnon's richcft ground. 
Whilft Melchor to his harp with wondrous fkill «7S 
(For fuch were poets then, and (hould be ftill) 
His noble verfe through Nature's fecrets led : 
He fung what fpirit through the whoje niafs is fpread, 
Every-wherc All; how heavens God's law approve, 
And think it reft eternally to move ; ato 

Hv3w the kind fun ufefully comes and goes, 
Wants it himfelf, yet gives to man repofc j 
How liis round journey docs for ever laft. 
And how he baits at every fea in hafte: 
He fung how earth blots the moon's gilded wane, 2S5 
Whilft foolifti men beat founding brafs in vainj 
Why the great waters her flight horns obey. 
Her changing horns, not conftanter than they : 

He 
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I bow grtfly comets hang in air 1 
vord and plagues attend their fatal hair t %^% 
)eacons for the world, drawn up fo fiar, 
lifh ill| and raiie all earth to war 1 
mtrariea feed thunder in the cloud { 
notions vex it, till it roar fo loud : 
inbent fires become fo wondrous tame^ 195 
ar fuch (Inning winter in their flame : 
adiant pencil draws the watery bow 1 
ies up hail> and picks the fleecy fnow : 
alfy of the earth here fhakes fix'd hills 
f her brows, and here whole rivers fpills. 300 ' 
id this Heathen Nature's fecrets tell, 
netimes mifs'd the Caufe, but fought it well. 
was the fauce of Moab's noble feaft, 
;ht far fi>ent invites them to their reft j 
e good old Prince ftays Joab there, 305 

ich he telb, and much defires to hear i 

deeds antique, and the new defires j 
id much, and much of Saul, enquires. 
gentle gucft !" faid he ** fince now you 're in, 
kory of your gallant friend begin j 310 

irth, his rifing, tell, and various fate, 
how he flew that man of Gath of late, 
: was he calPd ? that huge and monftrous man !'• 
lat he ftoppM, and Joab thus began : — 
; birth, great Sir! fo much to mine is ty'd, 315 
praife of that might look from me like pride ; 
Arithout boali, his veins contain a flood 
' old Judsean lion's richeit blood. 

»« From 
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«* From Judah Pharez, from him Efrom, came, 

** Ram, Nalhon, Salmon, names fpoke loud by fame: 

" A name no lefs ought Boaz to appear, 

** By whofc blcft match we come no Grangers here : 

** From him and your fair Ruth good Obcd fpruog, 

<* From Obed Jeffc, Jefle, whom Fame's kindeft tongoei 

" Counting his birth, and high nobility, fhall 315 

«« Not Jcffe of Obed, but of David, call, 

«* David, born to him feventh; the fixth births paft 

«' Brave trials of a work more great at laft. 

<< Blefs me ! how fwift and growing was his wit ! 

«« The wings of Time flagged dully after it. 330 

<« Scarce paft a child, all wonders would he ling 

«* Of Nature's law, and power of Nature's king. 

** His fheep would fcorn their food to hear his lay, 

«< And favage beafts ftand by as tame as they ; 

" The fighting winds would ftop there, and admire, 

** Learning confcnt and concord from his lyre; 

** Rivers, whofe waves roH'd down aloud before, 

<' Mute as their fifti, would liften towards the (horc. 

*< 'Twas now the time when firft Saul God forfook, 
<* God Saul i the room in *s heart wild paflbns took : 
** Sometimes a tyiant-Frenfy revel'd there, 
" Sometimes black Sadnefs, and deep, deep Defpair. 
*' No help from herbs or learned drugs he finds, 
** They cure but fometime bodies, never minds : 
'* Mufic alone thole ftorras of foul could lay; 34.5 
*' Not more Saul them, than mufic they, obey. 
«* David 's now fent for, and his harp muft bring j 
<< His harp, that magic bore on every ftring : 

1 « When 
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** When Saul^s rude paflions did moft tumult keep ; 
' With his foft notes they all dropped down afleep : 350 
' When his dull fpirits lay drownM in death and night, 
''He with quick ftrains raisM them to life and light. 
' Thus chear'd he Saul, thus did his fury 'fwage. 
Till wars began, ahd times more fit for rage. 
To Helah plain Philiftian troops are come, 355 

And war*s loud noife ftrikes peaceful mufic dumb. 
Back to his rural care young David goes ; 
For this rough work Saul his ftout brethren chofe : 
He knew not what his hand in war could do. 
Nor thought his fword could cure men'^s madnefs too. 
Now Dammin 's deftin'd for this fcene of blood j 
On two near hills the two proud armies flood. 
Between, a fatal valley ftretch'd-out wide. 
And death feem'd ready now on either fide ^ 
When lo 1 their hoft raised all a joyful fhout, 365 
And from the midft an huge and monftrous man fteppM 
Aloud they ihouted at each ftep he took ; [out. 

We, and the earth itfelf beneath him, fhook 
Vaft as the hill, down which he marchM, he' appeared ; 
AmazM all eyes, nor was their army fear'd. 370 
A young tall *fquire (though then he feem'd not fo) 
Did from the camp at firft before him go j 
At firft he did, but fcarce could follow ftrait. 
Sweating beneath a Shield's unruly weight, 
On which was wrought the gods' and giants' fight. 
Rare work I all fill'd with terror and delight. 
Here a vaft hill 'gainft thundering Baal was thrown, 
Trees and bcafts on 't fell burnt with lightning down j 
Vol. II* 1- " Oni 
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*' One flings a mountain, and its river too, 

*' Torn up with 't ; that rains back on him that threw j 

** Some from the main to pluck whole iflands try; 

•* The fea boils round with flames ftiot thick from fcy' 

*' This he believ'd, and on his ftiield he bore, 

*« And prals'd their ftrength, but thought hra own was 

** more. 
** The valley now this monfter fecm'd to fill j 3J5 
" And we, methoughts, look'd up t*him from oar hill. 
** All armM in brafs, the richeft drefs of war 
*' (A difmal glorious light!) he fhone afar; 
<' The fun himfelf ftarted with fudden fright, 
<* To fee his beams return fo difmal bright : 390 

•* Brafs was his helmet, his boots brafs ; and o'er 
** His breaft a thick plate of ftrong brafs he wore; 
** His fpear the trunk was of a lofty tree, 
" Which Nature meant fome tall (hip's maft fhouldbe 
«* 7'h' huge iron head fix hundred fhekels weighed, J9J 
** And of whole bodies but one wound it made ; 
*' AHle Death's worft command to overdo, 
'< j^efuoylng life at once and carcafe too. 
*' rhus arm'd he ftood ; all direful, and all gay, 
•' And round him flung a fcornful look away : J^ 
** So, when a Scythian tiger, gazing round, 
• • x-^n herd of kine in fome fair plain has found, 
*^ Lov.'ing fecure, he fwells with angry pride, 
*^ And calls forth all his fpots on every fidej 
** Then flops, and hurls his haughty eyes at all, 40] 
*^ In choice of fome ftrong neck on which to fall j 
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Almoft he fcorns fo weak, Co cheap a prey^ 
And grieves to fee them trembling hafte away. 
Ye JDen of Jury, *be cries, if men you be, 
And fuch dire prove yourfelves to fame and me, 410 
Chufe put *moBgft all your troops the boldeft knight. 
To try his ftrength and fate with me in fight : 
The chance of war let us two bear for all. 
And they the conqueror fcrve whofe knight (hall fall . ' 
At this he pausM awhile : Strait, I defy 41 ;; 

Your gods and you ; dares none come down and die * 
Go back for ihame, and Egypt^s flavery bear. 
Or yield to us, and ferve more nobly here. 
Alas I ye *ave no more wonders to be done. 
Your forcerer Mofes now, and Joihua, *s gone ; 410 
Your magic trumpets then could cities take, 
And founds of triumph did your battles make. 
Spears in your hands and manly fwords are vain ; 
Get you your fpells and conjuring rods again. 
Is there no Sampfon here ? Oh that there were ! 425 
In his full ftrength, and long, enchanted hair ; 
This fword (hould be in the weak razor's ftcad 5 
It ihould not cut his hair off, but his head. 
** Thus he blafphem'd aloud ^ the vallies round 
Flattering his voice, i-eftor'd the dreadful found : 430 
We tumM us trembling at the noife, and fearM 
We bad behind fome new Goliah heard. 
*Twat Heaven, Heaven fure (which David's glory 

'* meant 
' Through this whole a6l) fuch facrcd terror fent 

L 2 ««T« 
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'* To all our hoft } for there was Saul in place^ 4.3 

*• Who ne*er faw fear but in his enemy^ face 5 

** Hit god-like Ton there in bright armour fhone, 

'* Who fcom'd to conquer armies not alone t 

" Fate her own book miftrufted at the fight | 

" On that fide war, on this a fingle fight. 44 

" There ftood Benaiah, and there trembled tooy 

** He who th* Egyptian proud Goliah flew ; 

** In his pale fright, rage through his eyes (hot fiamei 

" He faw his ftaff, and blufh'd with generous ihamej 

*' Thoufands befide ftood mute and heartlefs therei4f, 

<< Men valiant all ; nor was I us*d to fear. 

** Thus forty days he marchM down armM to fight 
** Once every morn he marchM, and once at night. 
** Slow rofc the fun, but gallop'd down apace, 
** With more than evening bluflies in his face : 45( 
*' When JeflTc to the camp young David fent ; 
•* His purpofe low, but high was Fate^s intent; 
•* For, vfhin the monfter's pride he faw and heard, 
«« Round him he lookM, and wonderM why they fear'di 
" Anger and brave difdain his heart poffefs'd, 455 
•* Thoughts more than manly fweird his youthful breal 
** Much the rewards proposM his fpirit cnflame, 
«* Saul's daughter much, and much the voice of Fanifi^ 
** Thefe to their juft intentions ftrongly move, 
«' But chiefly God, and his dear country's love. ^ 
** Refolv'd for combat, to Saul's tent he 's brought, 
** Where thus he fpoke, as boldly as he fought t 

"Hencefortfc 
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enceforth no more^ great Prince, your facred 

" brcaft . 
h that huge talking wretch of Gath, moleft; 
I hand alone (hall end his curfed breath ; 4.65 
not, the wretch blafphemes hirafclf to death, 
, cheated with falfe weight of his own might, 
challengM Heaven, not usj to fmgle fight. 
ud it, God ! that, where thy right is try'd, 
ftrength of man (hould find ju(l caufe for pride! 
1 like fome rock, and vaft, he feems to ftand, 
rocks we know were op'd at thy command : 
t foul, which now docs fuch large members fway, 
ough one fmall wound will creep in hafts away j 
I he who now dares boldly Hfeavcn defy, 475 
every bird of heaven a prey fhall lie : 
*tis not human force we ought to fear $ 
that, alas ! plant our forefathers here ? 
cc fifteen kings did they by that fubdue ? 
hat whole nations of Goliahs flew } 4S0 

wonders they perform'd may ftill be done j 
es and Jofliua is, but God 's not, gone. 
'ave loft their rod and trumpets, not their flclll ; 
^crs and belief arc as ftrong witchcraft ftill : 
fe are more tall, more giants far, than he, 485 
reach to heaven, and thence ])luck viilory. 
nt this, and then. Sir, mine th' advantage is ; 
•f ftrongcr far than I, my God than his. 
imazemcnt feizM on all, and fliame, to fee 
n'r own fears fcorn'd by one fo young as he. 490 

L 3 «« Brave 
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*• Brave youth, replies the Ling, wliofe dariog xn 
** Cre ccrr.c to manhood, leaves it quite behind; 
" Referve fhy valour for raore equal fight, 
** And let thy bxiy grow up to thy fprite. 
** Thou "rt yet too tender for Co rude a foe, 
** Whofe touch would wound thee more than h: 
'* Nature his limbs only for war made fit, [ 

** In thine a^ yet r. ought befide love the 'has writ 
** With fonnc Icfs foe thy unflefh*d valour try i 
" This monfter can be no firft victory. 
" The lien's royal %vhe!p does not at fir ft 
" Tor blood of Bafan bulls or tigers thiri!; 
*' in timorous deer he hanfcU his young paws, 
** And leavfs the rugged bear for firmer claws. 
" .So valt thy hojics, fo un proportion'' d, be, 
** Fortune would be adiam^d to fecond thee. 

** He faid, and we all miirmurM an afTent; 
" But nouf^ht moves David from his high intent. 
" fi hn.'vc to him, and oinii.ous, dots appear, 
" 7'o he oppo^'d at firft, and conquer here j 
** Which he rcfolves. Scorn not, faid he, mines 
** For viftory comes not, like an heritage, 
** At fet-ycars :— when my lather's flock I fed, 
** A b'.ar and lion, by f.CiCC hunger led, 
•* Broke from the wood, and fnatch'dmy Iambs a 
** From their grim mouths I forc'd the panting p 
** Both bear and lion cv'n this hand did killj 
" On our great oak the bones and jaws hang ftill 
*• My God 's the fame, which then he waj, to-d; 
'* And this wild wretch almoft the fame as they,- 
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** Who from fuch clanger fav'd my flock, will he 
«0f Ifrael, his own flock, Icfs cawful be?'' 

" Be H Co then, Saul burfts forth j and Thou on high, 
" Who oft in weaknefs doftmoft ftrength dcfcry — 
"At whofe dread beck conqueft cxpe^^ing rtands, 525 
<f And caftt no look down on the flghterH' hands-- 
« Aflift what Thou infpir'ft ; and let all fee, 
** At boyt to giants, giants are to Thee. 

" Thus I and with tiTmbling hopes of ftrange fuccefs, 
" In his own arms he the bold youth docs drcfn. 510 
** On *i head an helm of well -wrought brafs is plac'd, 
" The top with warlike plume fevcrcly grac'd i 
" His breaft a plate cut with rare figures bore, 
" A fword much pra£lisM in death's art he wore. 
" Yet David, us'd fo long to no defrnce, 535 

'*But thofe light arms of Spirit and Innocence, 
" No good in flght of that gay burden knows, 
" But fears his own arms' weight more than hit> foes. 
" He loil hlmfelf in that difguii'e of war, 
" And guarded feems as men by prifons are ; 540 
'• He therefore, to exalt the wondrous fight, 
"Prepares now, and difarms hlmfelf for fight, 
" 'Gainft fliield, helm, breaft-platc ; and, inftcad of thofe, 
" Five fliarp fmooth ftoncs from the next brook he chofc, 
'' And fits them to his fling ; then marches down } 545 
" For fword, his enemy's he cftctmM his own. 
" We all with various paflions ftiangely gaz'd, 
" Some fad, fome fliam'd, fomc angry ; all am:iz'd. 

** Now in the valley 'he (lands j through 's youthful face 
•• Wrath checks the beauty, and ftieds manly f^raco. 

L 4 *' i>oik 
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" Both in his locks (o joln'd, that they might move 
** Fear ev*n in friends, and from an enemy love. 
<< Hot as ripe noon, fwect as the blooming day, 
*' Like July furious, but more fair than May. 
** Th* accursM Philiftian ftands on th* other iidcy 5 
<< Grumbling aloud, and fmiles *twixt rage and prL 
** The plagues of Dagon I a fmooth boy, faid he, 
** A cur fed bcardlefs foe, oppos'd to me I 
'* Hell 1 with what arms (hence, thou fond child !) I 

** come I 
** Some friend his mother call, to drive him home. ^ 
*' Not gone yet ! if one minute more thou ftay, 
** The birds of heaven Ihall bear thee dead away. 
*' Gods 1 a cursM boy 1 — the reft then murmuring 
'< He walks, and cafts a deadly grin about. 
** David, with chearful anger in his eyes, 5 

«* Advances boldly on, and thus replies : 
** Thou com'ft, vain man ! all armM into the field, 
** And trufteft tliofe war toys, thy fword and rtiield 
" Thy pride 's my fpear, thy blafphemies my fword 
«* My (hield, thy Maker, fool I the mighty Lord 5 
** Of thee and battles ; who hath fent forth me 
" Unarmed thus, not to fight, but conquer, thee. 
** In vain (hall Dagon, thy falfe hope, withfland | 
** In vain thy other god, thine own right hand : 
** Thy fall to man rtiall Heaven's ftrong juftice fhew 
«* Wretch ! 'tis the only good which thou canft do.' 

** He faid ; our hoft flood dully filent by 5 
** And durft not truft their cars againft the eye j 
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much their champion's threats to him they fear'd, 
when the monfter's threats to them they heard* 
s flaming fword th* enrag'd Philiftian (hakes, 
id hafte t** his ruin with loud curfes makes ; 
ckward the winds his a6live curfes blew, 
id fatally round his own head they flew ; 
r now from David's fling the ftone is fled, 585 
id ftrikcs with joyful noife the monfter's head ; 
hook his forehead, and piercM deeply there, 
fwiftly as it pierc'd before the air : 
>wn, down he falls, and bites in vain the ground 5 
3od, brain, and foul, croud mingled through the 
" wound ! 

a ftrong oak, which many years had flood 
ith fair and flourishing boughs, itfelf a wood-« 
lough it might long the axe's violence bear, 
id play'd with winds which other trees did tear— 
t by the thunder's ftroke from th' root 'tis rent 

fure the blows that from high Hearen are fent 1) 
hat tongue the joy and wonder can exprefs, 

hich did that moment our whole hoft poflfefs ! 

leir jocund fliouts th' air like a florm did tear, 

f amazed clouds fled fwift away with fear : 600 

It far more fwift th' accurs'd Philiftines fly, 

id, their ill fate to perfe£^, bafely die. 

ith thoufand corpfe the ways around are flrown, 

11 they by the day's flight fecure their own. 

w through the camp founds nought butDavid'snamej 

1 joys, of fcveral flamp and colours, came 
>m feveral paflions : fome his valour praife, 
ne his free fpeech, forae the fair popular rays 

«« Of 
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** Of youth, and beauty, and his modeft guife $ 

" Gifts that mov'd all, but charmM the female eyei. 

" Some wonder,rome they thought *twouId be royfwear} 

** And fome faw angels flying through the ain 

** The bafeft fpirits caft back a crooked glance 

** On this great a6^, and fain would give *t to Chance. 

*' Women our hoft with fongs and dances meet, 615 

" With much joy Saul, David with more, they greet. 

** Hence the kin^^s politic rage and envy flows, 

•* Which firft he. hides, and fecks his life V expofe 

" To generous dangers, that his hate might clear, 

** And Fate or Chance the blame, nay David, bear. 610- 

*' So vain are man's dcfigas ! for Fate and Chance, 

<' And Earth and Heaven, confpir'd to his advance t 

** His beauty, youth, courage, and wondrous wit, 

** In all mankind but Saul did love beget. 

'< Not SauPs^ own houfc, not his own nearcft blood, 

<* The noblk caufc's facrcd force withflood. 

•< You 've met no doubt, and kindly us*d, the fame, 

<< Of God-like Jonathairs illufhious name) 

** A name which every wind to heaven would beaff 

«< Which men to fpcal:, and angels joy to hear, 630 

*« No angel e'er bore to his brother Mind 

** A kindnefs more exalted and rcfinM, 

<* Than his to David j which lookM nobly dowDf. 

«* And fcornM the falfe alarums of a crown. 

<« At Dammin field he ftood, ai\J from his place 6j5 

** Leap'd forth, the wondrous conqueror to embrace j 

" On him his mantle, girdle, fword, and bow, 

<« On him his heart and foul, he did bcftow 1 
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ill that Saul could threaten or perfuadey 
is dofe knot the fmalleft loofenefs made. 640 
lis wife care did the ktng*s rage fufpend $ 
•wh life's danger (helter'd oft his friend 5 
ch he expos'd a facrifice to fall 
1' undifceming rage of furious Saul, 
was young David*s a6live virtue grown 645 
ig and triumphant in one fex alone ^ 
rious Beauty too it durft invade, 
deeper prints in the foft breaft it made : 
here, t* Efteem and Friendlhip's graver narne^ 
}n was pour'd, like oil into the flame. 650 

two bright eyes in a fair body placM, 
8 royal houfe two beauteous daughters gracM} 
lb the firft, Michal the younger, nam'd j 
equally for different glories fam'd. 
lb with fpactous beauty fill'd the. fight, 655 
:oo much awe chadisM the bold delight : 
a calm fea, which to th' enlarged view 
5 pleafure, but gives fear and reverence too. 
lal's fweet looks clear and free joys did move, 
no lefs flrong, though much more gentle, love } 
viituous kings, whom men rejoice t' obey 
ants themfelves lefs abfolute than they), 
ib appeared like fome fair princely tower j 
lal, fome virgin-queen's delicious bower, 
beauty's flores in little and in great j 665 

:he contracted beams fhot iierceft heat. 
5an and lively brown was Merab's dye, 
as the prouder colours might envy i 

<' Michal*! 
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'* Michars pure ikin ftionc with fiich Uiintlefs white, 

** At fcattcr\l the weak rays of human fight } <;• 

*^ Her lips and checks a nobler red did Aiew, 

" Than e'er on fiiiits or flowers heaven's pencil drew t 

" From Merab's eyes fierce and quick lightnings came, 

** From Michal's, the fun's mild, yet a£livc, flame: 

•* Mcrab's long hair was glofly chefnut brown | 67S 

•* TreflTcs of paleft gold did Michal crown. 

^* Such was their outward form ; and one might find 

** A difference not unlike it in the mind. 

** Merab with comely majefty and ftatc 

•' Bore hi^,h th' advantage of her worth and fatej 6S0 

«' Such humble fwcctncfs did foft Michal (how, 

•' That none who reach fo high e'er ftoopM fo low, 

*• Merab rcjoic'd in her wrack'd lovers' pain, 

** And fortify'd her virtue with difdain : 

*• The griefs (he caus'd, gave gentle Michal grief 6S5 

^* (She wi(h\l her beauties lefs, for their relief); 

** Ev'n to her captives civil ; yet th' exccfs 

*' Of naked virtue guarded her no Icfs. 

*• Bufinefs and j)ower Merab's large thoughts did vexj 

** Her wit difJainM the fetters of hex fcx : 690 

*' Michal no lefs difdain'd a(fair8 and noife, 

** Yet did it not from ignorance, but choice. 

** In brief, both copies were more fweetly drawn; 

** Merab of Saul, Michal of Jonathan. 

** The day that David great Goliah (lew, 695 

'* Not great Goliah's fword was more his due 
•' Than Merab j by Saul's public promifc (he 
«< Wa^ fold then, and bctroth'd to Viftoryj 
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laughty /he did this juft match defptfe 

pride debauchM her judgment and her eyes)* 

nknown youth, ne'er feen at court before, 

(hepherd's ftafF, and fhepherd's habit, bore, 
fevcnth-born fon of no rich houfe— were ftill 
inpleafant forms which her high thoughts did fill 1 
much averiion in her ftubborn mind 705 

bred by being pronrisM and defign'd, 

had the patient Adriel humbly borne 
roughed (hocks of her imperious fcorn : 
j1 the rich ; but riches were in vain, 
could not fet him free, nor her enchain. 710 
; liv'd they thus ; — but, as the hunted deer, 
ly purfued, quits all her wonted fear, 
takes the neareft waves ; which from the fliore 
ft with horror had beheld before : 
'hilft the violent maid from David fled, 715 
sap'd to Adriel's long-avoided bed ; 
match was nam'd, agreed, and finifh'd, ftrait ] 
bon complyM Saul's envy with her hate !) 
vltchal, in whofe bread all virtues move, 

hatch the pregnant feeds cf facred love, 719 

jufter eyes the noble obje6^ meets, 
turns all Merab's poifon into fweets : 
iw, and wonder'd how a youth unknown 
id make all fame to come fo foon his own t 
iw, and wonderM how a ihepherd*s crook 725 
sM that fword at which the fccptre (hook j 
gh he feventh-born,and though his houfe butpooo 
new it noble was, and would be more. 

«Oft 
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'' Oft had ihe heard, and fancyM oft the figbt* 

^* With what a genei'ous calm he marchM to £ght| 

*' In the great danger how exempt from fear, 

*' And after it from pride, he did appear. 

*' Greatnefs and goodnefs, and an air divine, 

** She faw through all his words and actions (hine; 

"^^ She beard his eloquent tongue, and charming lyr 

** Whofe artful founds did violent love infpire, 

^* Though usM all other paflions to relieve : 

** She weigh'd all this ; and well we may conceive, 

^* When thofe ftrong thoughts attacked her doubt 

"breaft, 
^* His beauty no lefs a&ive than the reft. \ 

** The fire thus kindled foon grew fierce and g^t, 
«« When David's brcaft reflcacd back its heat. 
** Soon ihe perceived (fcarce can Love hidden lie 
** From any fight, much lefs the loving eye) 
** She conqueror was, as well as overcome, 5 

** And gainM no lefs abroad than loft at home. 
•* Ev'n the firft hour they met (for fuch a pair, 
** Who in all mankind elfe fo matchlefs were, 
** Yet their own equals. Nature's felf does wed) 
•* A mutual warmth through both their bofoms ipre 
** Fate gave the fignal 5 both at once began 
" The gentle race, and with juft pace they ran. 
** Ev'n fo, methinks, when two fair tapers come 
** From fcveral doors, entering at once the room, 
*« With a fwift flight, that leaves the eye behind, ; 
^' Their amorous lights into one light are joinM. 

«< Nan 
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wcaknefs of SauPs forces j his exercifing of ti 
prleilly fun£lioji, and th: judgment denounced h 
Samuel agalnft him. Jonathan's difcourfe with hi 
Efquire ; their falling alone upon the enemy's out 
guards at Senes, and after upon the whole army ; tht 
wonderful defeat of it. Saul's rafli vow, by whlcl 
Jonathan is to be put to death, but is faved by tht 
people. 

T Hough (late and kind difcourfe thus robb'd the 
night 
Of half her natural and more juft delight, 
Moab (whom temperance did ftill vigorous keep, 
And regal cares had us'd to moderate fleep) 
Up with the fun arofe ; and, having thrice 5- 

With lifted hands bow'd towards his fhining rife, 
And thrice towards Phegor, his Baal's holieft bill 
(With good and pious prayers, directed ill) 
Call'd to the chace his friends, who for him ftay'dj 
The glad dogs bark'd, the chearful hoifes ntigh'd. lO 
Ivloab his chariot monnts, drawn by four fteeds. 
The bcft and noblelt that frefh Zerith breeds. 
All white as fnow, and fpriteful as the light, 
With fcarlet trapt, and foaming gold they bite. 
He into it young David with hira took, 15 

Did with refpecl and wonder on him look 
Since laft night's llory, and with greedier ear 
The man, of whom fo much he heard, did hear. 
The well-born youth of all his tiouriftiing court 
March gay behind, and joyful, to the fport j 10 

Sor»c 
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with bows, feme with ftraight javelins, ride ^ 
s and gilded quivers grace their fide, 
'air troop David's tall brethren rode, 
comely as a fancied God ; 
lain'd th' attentive Moab lords 25 

and various talk that chance afFords, 
• pac*d (lowly on 5 but the wife king 
s tongue to weightier fubje£ls bring, 
faid the king, << much I to Joab owe, 
air pifture drawn by him of you ; 30 

-awn in little, but did a6ks exprefs 

that largeft hiftories arc lefs. 
thinks, the Gathian monfter flill ; 
I laft night my mindful dreams did fill, 
yrant Saul, with envy to purfue 35 

fe of deeds whence his own fafety grew ! 
rd (but who can think it ?) that his fon 
ifc's hazard for your friendfhip run ; 
hlcfs fon, whofe worth (if fame be true) 
I *bove all his countrymen but you, 40 

om it makes him one.'' Low David bows^ 
]y Moab's fwift tongue allows. 
fy kind gueft ! whilft we ride thus," fays he 
leful Nebo ftill three leagues there be) 
f of your royal friend relate, 45 

ungovemM fire's imperious fate 5 
jr great State that namelefs family chofe, 
what fteps to Ifrael's throne they rofe." 

and David thus ; <* From Egypt's land 
beard, Sir, by what ftrong unarmed hand 50 

it Our 
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" Our fathers came, Mofes their facred guide) 
'< But he in fight of the given country dy'd: 
** His fatal promisM Canaan was on high, 
** And Joftiua*s fword muft th' a£livc rod fupply: 
** It (lid fo, and did wonders. 5' 

•* From facred Jordan to the Weftern main, 
*< From wclUclad Libanus to the Southern plain 
** Of naked funds, his winged conqueft^ went; 
'* And thirty kings to hell uncrownM hefeijt. 
*' Alinoft four hundred ytars, from him toSauIy ^ 
•* In too much freedom paft, or foreign thrall. 
** Oft Ihangerb' iron fccptrcs bruisM the land 
** (vSuch llill arc thofc borne by a conquering hao(I)| 
** Oft pitying God did well-form'd fpirits raifc, 
** Fit for the toilfomc bufinefs of their days^ f 

*' To free the rriOvining nation, and to give 
•* Peace firlt, and then the rules in peace to live. 
<* But they whofe ftamp of power did chiefly lie 
** In characters too fine for moft men's eye, 
*« Graces and gifts divine j— not painted bright 7 
■«< With ftate to awe dull minds, and force t" aifrighli- 
** Were ill obeyM whilll living, and at death 
" Their rules and pattern vaniihM with their bixatb. 
" The hungry rich all near them did devour; 
*' Their judge was Appetite, and their law was Powf 
** Not Want itfelf could luxury rellrain j 
" For what that emptied, Rapine filPd again. 
** Robbery the field, OpprelTion fack'd the town j 
*• What the Sword's reaping fpar'd, was gleaned by t 
" Gown. 
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At courts, and feats of juftice, to complain^ 80 

Was to be robb'd more vexingly again. 
Mor was their Lull lefs aftive or lefs bold, 
A.midft this rougher fearch of blood and gold ; 
Weak beauties they corrupt, and force the ftrong ; 
The pride of old men that, and this of young. 85 
iTou *avc heard perhaps, Sir, of lewd Gibeah's fliame. 
Which Hebrew tongues ftill tremble when they name 1 
f^Iarmed all by one fair ftranger's eyes, 
^s to a fudden wai*, the town does rife, 
>haking and pale, half-dead ere they begin 99 

The (brange and wanton tragedy of their fin : 
Wl their wild lufts they force her to fuftain, 
nil by ihame, forrow, wearinefs, and pain, 
Jhe midil their loath'd and cruel kindnefs dies 5 
^f monftrous luft the innocent facrifice* 95 

This did, 'tis true, a civil war create 
The frequent curfc of our loofe-govern'd ftate)} 
Ml Gibeah's, and all Jabeih* blood it coft ; 
Jcar a whole tribe, and future kings, we loft. 
''inn, in this general earthquake of the land, 100 
low could religion, its main pillar, ftand f 
'roud and fond man his Father's worfliip hates, 
limfelf, God's creature, his own god creates 1 
lence in each houfhold feveral deities grew, 
itnd when no old one pleas'd, they fi-am'd a new : 105 
The only land which ferv'd but One before, 
)id th' only then all nations' gods adore. 
They ferv'd their gods at firft, and foon their kings 
Their choice of that this latter llavcry brings) 5 
* « Till 
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*« Till fpecial men, arm'd with God*8 wamat^ broke 

<« By jufteft force th' unjuftly-forccd yokt; 

" All matclilels pcrfons, and thrice worthy they 

•* Of power more great, or lands more apt t* obey. 

«< At laft the priellhood join'd, in Ithaniar*s fon, 

<* More weight and luttre to the fceptre won; X15 

«« But, whilft mild Eli and good Samuel were 

" Bufied with age, and th' altrr's facrcd care, 

** To their wild fons they th:ir high charge commit, 

** Who' cxpoi'e to fcorn and hate both them and it. 

*« Eli's cursM houie th' exemplar vengeance bean- no 

*< Of all their blood, and all Tad IfraePs tears ; 

*' His Tons abroad, himfelf at home, lies flain $ 

** Ifrael 's c.iptiv'd, God's ark and law are ta'en. 

** Thus twice are nations by ill princes vex'd, 

** They fufl'cr By them firft, and For them next. 115 

"** Samuel lurcecds j— fince Mofcs, none before 

** So much of God in his bright bofom bore. 

**'In vain our arms Philiitian tyrants feiz'd ; 

'* Heaven's magazines hcopen'd when he pleas'd; 

** He rains and wind for auxiliaries brought ; 130 

'* He muftcr'd flames and thunders when he fought. 

•* Thus thirty years with itrong and rteady hand 

** Hl held th' unfiiaken balance of the land ; 

** At laft his Ions th' indul^icnt father chofe 

** To <hare that ftate which they were born to lofej 

" Th' : hateful adh that change's birth did hafte, 

** Whii .1 had long growth i' th' womb of ages pafl. 

•* To this (for ftill were fome great periods fet, 

" There 's a ftrong knot of feveral caufe« met) 

3 "Th 
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it threats concurr'd of a rough ncigbouring war j 
mighty ftbrin long gathering from afar : 
r Ammon, heightenM with mix'd nations* aid, 
K torrents fw6ln with rain, p'repar'd the land f ih. 
nuel was old, and, by his fons' ill choice, [vade. 
rn'd ddtard in th' unlkilful vulgar's voice j 145 
» fons fo fcorn'd and hated, that the land 
r hopM, nor wifti'd, a viaory ffom their hand. 
efe were the juft and faultlefs caufes why 
e general voice did for a Monarch cry j 
t God ill grains did in this inccnfe fraell j j^ 
•app'd in fair leaves he faw the canker dwell : 
nutinous itch of change ; a dull despair 
helps divine, oft prov'd 5 a faithlefs care 
common means j the pride of heart and fcom 
th' humble yoke under low Judges borne. 155 
;y favir the ftate and glitteiing pomp which bleft 
vulgar fenfe the fceptres of the Eaft 5 
jy faw not power's true fource, and fcorn'd t' obey 
bns that look'd no dreadfuller than they 5 
jy mifs'd courts, guards, a gay and numerous 
" train— i5o 

r Judges, like their laws, were rude and plain : 

an old bench of wood, her feat of ftate 
cath the well-known palm, wife Deborah fate 5 
maids with comely diligence round her fpun, 
I fhe too, when the pleadings there were done : 
h\he fame goad Shamgar his oxen drives 
icb took, the fun before, fix hundred lires 

From 
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** From his fliam'd foes : he midft his work dealt lawi 
*' And oft was his plough ftoppM to ^ear a caufe : 
** Nor did great Gideon his old flail difdain, 17* 

** After won fields, faclc'd towns, and princes flainj 
<* His fccptre that, and Ophra's threfhingrfloor 
** The feat and emblem of his juftice bore. 
«« What (hould I Jair, the happieft father, name ? 
" Or mournful Jephtha, known no lefs to fame 17 
** For the moft wretched ? Both at once did keep 
'* The mighty flocks of Ifrael and their flieep. 
" Oft from the field in hafte they fummon'd were 
** Some weighty foreign embafly to hear $ 
" They calPd their flaves, their fons, and friends, aroui 
** Who all at feveral cares were fcatter'd found) 
•' They wafhM their feet, their only gown put on, 
<* And this chief work of ceremony was done. 
** Thcfe reafons,^ and ail elfe that could be faiJ, 
** In a ripe hour by faftious eloquence fpread il 
** Through all the tribes, make all defire a king; 
** And to their Judge fele6led deputies bring 
** This harfli demand ; which Nacol for the reft 
'< (A bold and artful mouth) thus with much gfi 
** exprefs'd: — 
** We 're come, moft facred Judge I to pay th*arr< 
** Ot inuch-ow'd thanks, for the bright thirty years 
" or your juft reign j and at your feet to lay 
*^ All that our grattful hearts can weakly pay 
'* In unproportion'd words j for you alone 
«« The not unfit reward, who feek for none. : 

"I 
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it^ when ouF'forepaft ills we call to mind, 

id fadly think how little *s left behind 

' your important life, whofe fudden date 

ould diilnherit th*: unprovided (late ; 

hen we ^onfider how unjuft 'tis, you, 200 

ho ne*er of power more than the burden knew, 

: once the weight of that and age (hould have 

our ftooping days prefs'd doubly towards the grave ) ; 

hen we behold by Ammon's youthful rage, 

3ud in th' advantage of your peaceful age, 205 

id all 'th' united Eaft, our fall confpirM ; 

ad that your fons, whom chiefly we defir'd 

S'ftamps of you, in your Iov*d room to place, 

r unlike a£ls that noble flamp deface ; 

idft thcfe new fears and ills we Ve forced to fly 

* a new, and yerunpra£lisM, remedy ; 
new one, but long promised, and foretold 

f Mofes, and to Abraham fliown of old ; 
prophecy long forming in the womb 

* teeming years, and now to ripenefs come. 215 
liis remedy 's a King j i6r this we all 

1th an infpirM and zealous union call : 

od, in one found when all men's voices join, 

tie mniic 's tun'd, no doubt, by hand divine : 

Is God alone fpeaks a whole nation's voice ^ tzo 

\at is his public language j but the choice 

Fwhat Peculiar head that crown muft bear, 

om you, who his Peculiar organ are, 

e' expe6l to hear : the people fliall to you 

leir .king, the king his crown and people, owe. 

Jt.II.. N «<To 
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** T* bavei |i .?id to kave matle our K) 

** He bMr'di ;)«re ^ and SiaiTiiicI iti-oi) 

^* Paufing awhUeat sat queftion's weigbc, i 

J" With ft grave » ana with a dioughiful e^ / 
'' Thatmore carrthan laHion did dcfcrj, ^ 
*• Calmly sppuet— Y«u Yl fure the fir ft, faid he, , 
'< Of fietbom-men iitat b ^'d for fbvery. ' 

** I fear/-'iny'$ienfla> with neavenly manna ffd» . 
•* (Our old fotthxbar^* crime) wc luft for hiiradi 
•* Longfiace'by Grodfrom bondtige dr^w^u, 1 fwJ^ 
•* We buiMaaew th' T^gyptiajj bnck-kiln here, 
** Cheat not youhSsIfM with woi^ ifipr^llHiiji^ffl 
<< Be the mild 4uuiie, a Tyrant it the^hing. 
^< Let his power loole, and you (hall qviddy-Ai 
^< How mild a thing tinboi nded man -wiU be. 
<< He '11 lead you forth y * hearts* cheap blood l»l 
<< Where'er hia guidelefs.paffion- leads his willi 
** Ambition^ luft, or fpleen, his «ors will railei 
'* Your lives* beft price his thirft of wealth orprti 
'* Your abl^ fons for his proud guards be -11 tab 
*' And by fuch hands your yoke more griavoss » 
'* Your daughters and dear wives he *U force awi^ 
<< His luxury fome» and fome his luftyjt* obey i 
'< His idle friends your hungry toils ihall eat» 
'* Drink your rich wines, mix*d with your blood 

" fweat. 
<< Then you Ml all (igh, but fighs ^mll treafima be 

And not your^griefs themielves^^r l#okf»ibe fti 
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'd cv'n of hopes, when you thefc ilU fuftain, 
watery eyes you *11 then turn back in vain 25^ 
3ur old Judges, and perhaps on me, 
ev'n my fons, howc'er they* unhappy be 
)ur difpieafure now; not that I*d clear 
r guilt, or mine own innocence indear : 
icfs th* unutterable Name, there 's nought 260 
rivate ends into this queflion brought. 
gehy this yoke on your own necks to draw ? 
' man your God, and paflion made your Law ? 
ethinks (thus Moab interrupts him here) 
good old feer'gainft Kings was too fevere. 265 
jeft to tell a people that they 're free j 
), or How many, fhall their matters be 
e fole doubt 5 laws guide, but cannot reign 5 
, though they^bind not kings, yet they reftrain. 
re affirm (fo much I truft their love) 27* 

t no one Moabite would his fpecch approve, 
pray go on. — 'Tis true, Sir, he replies j 
men whom age and action render wile 
tiuch great changes feai*, that they believe 
evils will, which may, from them arrive. 275 
men refolv'd thele threats were fpent in vain ; 
that his power or eloquence could obtain 
J, to enquire God's will ere they proceed 
L work that would fo much his bleiling need. 
3lemn day for this great work is fet, zZm 

i at th' anointed tent all Ifrael met 
•eft th* event ; below, fair bullocks fiy 
lallow'd flames -, above, there mount on high 

N * •* The 
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" Th« precis ^0^ ^j^€«ffii^ m^% fiit ^ ^,^ .» 
« The fprinkUH>:gWW»iH-<Mi * »jl ltlW y»i lfc ' 
'< Lo 1 we tbe toVfl IwjJM? » i» «fci| M l p> . Kv^- 

And in mildjppBip pyyr f g pi j ^ 
'< Hit epho4» vutif f ai^-citt.d|j^ipMfl|ti» i«. >r^ ^' 
<< Th* oncvlovt floMtoi liit rirfc J>B|i|j||l|ftj i |MP> 
«« Towards the bine cammrf flof iiliijhiiltili^lifi 

«< Thrice bow*4 k^ tliiicfi tbftiNmt PVII^jliiail *' 
<« And at third reft tlmi ^:gft9tppo^f^.ffff0ili*^^ 

<< A]mi]g;lityGQd»«»«b?a«UiBfmlliM^^^ ' 
«< Owe aU th^ lMn> jrctaoM Ip in«d^^ilff ,^^ 
«< Who, thotifb Am Wft $he ft|ciaii<^^p>p<)<^|hipi* 
«< Thy too-finall eoltrt^ haft made dUiinlfca^^Apii) 
«< With humble knees, and humbler bep^^ lo j • ht/h 
** Bleft Abrabam*t feed.imploies tby gsacimif put • 
*< Hear them» great God I and dij jtift will in^ovf • 
** From Thee, their bng-known King^ diey* aKiaf 

"defire. 
<< Some graciout figns of. thy good pleainre fdad^ 
« Which, lo! withfoalsrefign'd,webQmblj.baia|p 
«' tend. 

<< He fpoke, and tbrice be bowM, and all alxmt 
** Silence and reverend horror feiz*d the nmt | 30{ 
«< The whole tent fliakes, the flames oft tb* ahar by 
*' In thick dull rolls mount flow and heaTily | 
** The feven lamps wink { and, what d6es' moft SSm^ 
<< Th' oraculous gems fliut-in their nateral dqr » 
«< The ruby*s cheek grew pale } the eqwald by '$K 
<( Faded ^ a cloud o^ercaft the fapphir^t «y | 
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The diamond^s eye lookM fleepy 5 and fwift night. 
Of all thofe little funs ecIipsM the light : 
■Sad iigns of God^s dread anger for our (in: — 
But ftrait t wondrous brightnefs from within 3 1 5 
Strook thrpngh the curtains $ for no earthly cloud 
Could thofe fbrong beams of heavenly glory ihroud j 
The altar*s fire bumM pure, and every ftone 
Their radiant parent the gay fun out-fhone j 
Beauty th* illuftrious vifion did impart 320 

To every face, and joy to every heart ; 
In glad efie6ls God^s prefence thus appearM, 
And thus in wondrous founds his voice was heard :— . 
•« This ftubbom land fins ftill, nor is it Thee, but Us 
(Who 'ave been fo long their King) they feek to caft 

•* off thus 5 3*5 

Five hundred rolling years hath this (lifF nation ftrove 
T* exhauft the boundlefs ftores of our unfathom'd 

** love. ' 
Be 't fo then ; yet once more are we refolv'd to try 
T' outweary them through all their fins' variety : 
Affemble, ten days hence, the numerous people here. 
To draw the royal lot which our hid mark (hall bear. 
Difmifs them now in peace ; but their next crime 

** ihall bring 
Ruin without i-edrefs on them, and on their king. 
'* Th*- Almighty fpoke j th' aftonilh'd people part 
With various ftamps imprefs'd on every heart : 335 
Some their demand repented, others prais'd ; 
Some had no thoughts at all, but ilar'd and gaz'd. 

N 3 " There 
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** There dwelt a man, namM Kxs, in Gibeah towO) 
** For wifdom much, and much for courage, known j 
** More for his fon ; his mighty fon was Saul, 340 
" Whom nature, ere the lots, t* a throne did call. 
** He was much prince, and when, or wherefoe'cr, 
** His birth had been, then had he rcign'd, and there. 
•* Such beauty, as great ftrength thinks no difgrace, 
** Smird in the manly features of his face ; 34.5 

•* His large, black eyes, fill'd with a fpritcful light, 
'* Shot forth fuch lively and illuftrious night, 
** As the fun-beams, on jet reflefting, (how 5 
** His hair, as black, in long curl'd waves did flow| 
** His tall ftraight body amidft thoufands flood, 350 
** Like fome fair pine overlooking all th* ignoblcr wood. 
** Of all our rural fports he was the pride; 
*' So fwift, fo ftrong, fo dextrous, none befide. 
** Kell was his toil, labours his luft and game } 
"No natural wants could his fierce diligence tame, 
*' Not thirft nor hunger ; he would journeys go 
'* Through raging heats, and take repofe in fnow. 
** His foul was ne'er unbent from weighty care ; 
** £ut aftive as fomc mind that turns a fphere. 
<* His way once chofe, he forward thruft outright, 360 
** Nor I'tepM afide for dangers or delight. 
* * Yet was he wife all dangers to forefee ; 
** But bom t' affright, and not to fear, was he. 
«* His wit was ftrong, not fine ; and on his tongue 
<« An artlefs grace, above all eloquence, hung. 365 
*' Thefc virtues too the rich unufual drefs 
«< Of modeity adorn'd, and hurablenefs j 

«* Like 
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li varnifh o'er fair pi£lures laid, 
1 and lading they the colours made, 
r and violent fortune, which did find 370 
• bound, o'erwhelm'd no left his mind, 
^-like, the natural forms deface, 
ght foith unknown monftcrs in their place, 
God ! py mailer's fpots fhould be, 
T not fcen by all, difclosM by me! 375 
tie was ; and now to Ram ah went 
iifposM) with a ftrange, low intent, 
d ! he went loft afies to -enquire, 
all prefent, his fmall queftion*s hire, 
imply with Kim, to that man to give, ^^ 
•m high Heaven's chief gifts he muft receive ; 
lay. of Fate ! when mightieft human things 
fuch fmall, imperceptible ftrings I 
muePs birth-day ; a glad 'annual feaft 
I kept J Samuel his wondering gueft 385- 
1 refpe6l leads to it, and does grace 
choice meats o' th' feaft, and higheft place ; 
)ne, him forth alone the prophet brings, 
s bis ravifhM ears with nobler things : 
he mighty fate to him aflign'd, 390- 

I great rules fiil'd his capatious mind ; 
es the facred vial, and does (hed 
of myftic drops around his head ; 
that royal moifture which does know 
ire, and difdains the place below. 395 

les the kingly day, and with it brings 
:count of time upon his wings. 

N 4. '* The 
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*' The people met» the rites and prayen all paft, 
*< Sehold ! the heaven-tnftru&ed lot is caft $ 
' < 'Tis taught by Heaven its way, and cannot mifsH 
'< Forth Benjamin, forth leaps the hauCs of Cist 
<< As glimmering ftars, juft at th* approach of dayi 
''•CafliierM by troops, at laft drop all away; 
** By Aich degrees all men-s bright hopes are gone, 
'< And, like the Am, SauPs lot (hines all alone. -4 
*' £v'n here perhaps the people's ibout was heard, 
''The loud long (hout, when God's fur choice appesr 
*' Above the whole vaft throng he' appeared Co tall, 
** As if by Nature made for th' head of allr| 
'< ^o full of grace and ftate,'that one might know ^ 
'' 'Twas fome wife eye the blind lot guided fo 1 
'' But blind unguided lots have more of choice 
'' And conftancy than the flight vulgar's voice. 
*« Ere yet the crown of facred oil is dry, 
*• Whilft echoes yet preferve the joyful cry, i 

*' Some grow enrag'd their own vain hopes to mifs, 
** Some envy Saul, fome fcorn the houfe of Cis ; 
" Some their firft mutinous wifli, « a King I'repent, 
*« As if, fmce that, quite fpoil'd by God's confent: 
*<«Few to this prince their firft juft duties pay ; i 
** All leave the old, but few the new obey. 
*' Thus changes man, but God is conftant ftill 
** To thofe eternal grounds that mov'd his will j 
*< And, though he yielded firft to them, 'tis fit 
<* That ftubboni men at laft to him fubmit. 

'< As midft the main a low fmall ifland lies, 
** AlTaultcd round with ftorray fcas and ikies, 

« Wl 
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'** Whilft?the poor heartlcfs natives, every hour, 
" Darknefs and noife feem ready to devour j 
*' SuAi liraers ftate appearM, Whilft o'ei* the weft 4.3© 
" Philiftian clouds hung threatening, and from th* eaft 
** All nations' wrath into one tempeft joins, 
" Through which proud Nahafti Kke fiercie lightnihg 

** ihines ; 
"Tygris and Nik to his ^fliftance fend, 
"And waters to fwoln Jaboc's torrent lend ; 4*35 

*? Seir, Edom, Soba, Amalek, add their force 5 
" Up with them march the three Arabias' horfe 5 
** And, ?mongft all thcfe, none more their hope or pride, 
"Than thofefcw troops your warlike land fupply'd. 
** Around weak Jabcfh this vaft hoft does liis, 440 
^'Bifdains a dry and bloodlefs vi£lofy. 
" The hopelefs town for ilavery does intreat 5 
** But barbarous Nahafh thinks that grace too great ; 
** He (his firft tribute) their right eyes, demands, 
"And with their faces' fhame difarms their hands. 445 

'If unreHevM feven days by Ifrael's aid, 
** This bargain for o'er-rated life is made. 
** Ah, mighty God ! let thine own Ifrael be 
** Quite blind itfelf, ere tliis repfoach it fee I 

•* By' his wanton people the new king'forfodk, 450 
** To homely, rural cares himfelf betook 5 
* In private pleiityliv'd, without the ftjite, 
' * Luftre, and noife, due to a public fate. 
** AVhilftlie his flavcs and cattle follows home, 
** -Lo! the fad mefl'engers, from Jabeih come, 455 

*• Implore 
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« Implore his help, and weep» as if they meant- 

«« That way at leaft proud Nahaih to prevent. 

** MovM v/Ith a kingly wrath, his ilrid command 

" He ifTues forth t' affemble all the land | 

** He threatens high, and difobcdicnt they, 44# 

•< Wak'd by fuch princely terrors, learnt t' obey. 

•* A mighty hoft is raisM j th' important caufe 

** Age from their reft, youth from their pleafure, draws} 

•* ArmM as unfurnilVd hafte could them provide ; 

'* But condu£l, courage, anger, that fupply*d. 465. 

'< All night they march, and are at th^ early dawn 

** On Jabefti' heath in three fair bodies drawn : 

** Saul did himfelf the firft and ftrongeft band, 

'* His fon the next, Abner the third, command.— 

** But pardon, Sir, if, naming SauPs great fon, 47» 

** I ftop with him awhile ere I go on.— 

** This is that Jonathan, the joy and grace, 
** The beautifuirft and beft, of human race; 
** That Jonathan, in whom does mix'd remain 
" All that kind mothers' wifncs can contain! • 475 
** His courage fuch as it no ftop can know, 
** And vi6lory gains by* aftonilliing the foe j 
** With lightning's force his enemies it confounds, 
** And melts their hearts ere it the bofom wounds; 
** Yet he the conquered with fuch fweetnefs gains, 480 
** As captive lovers find in beauty's chains : 
*' In war, the adverfe troops he does affiil 
'* Like an impetuous ftorm of wind and hail j 
" In peace, like gentleft dew that does affwage 
« The burning months, and temper Syrius' rage ; 485 

•« Kind 
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d as the fun^s bleft mBuence ; and) wherever 
romeSy plenty and joy attend. him there : 
lelp (eems all hh power ; his wealth to gircy 
io much good> his fole prerogative : 
i yet this general bounty of his mind^ 49a 

t with wide arms embraces all mankind, 
I artful prudence does to each divide $ 
h different meafures all are fatisfyM; 
as wife God his plenteous manna dealt ; 
e gathered more, but want by none was felt. 495 
all relations their juft rights he pays, 
I worth's reward above its claim does raifc : , 
tendereft hulband, mafter, father, fon, 
I all thofc parts by' his friendfhip far outdone ; 
love to friends no bound or rule does know, 500 
it he to Heaven, all that to him they owe. 
n as his fword, and pointed, is his wit ; 
judgment, like beft armour, (bong and &t ; 
I fuch an eloquence to both thefe. does join, 
nakes in both beauty and ufe combine ; 505. 

ough which a noble tinfture does appear 
learning and choice books imprinted there s 
xrell he knows all times and perfons' gone^ 
he himfelf to th' future fliall be known : 
his chief ftudy is God's facred law, 510 

I all his life does comments on it draw ;— 
never more by Heaven to man was given, 
lever more was paid by man to Heaven.— 
I all thefe virtues were to ripenefs grown, . 
yet his flower of youth was fully blown j 515 

"Ail 



Iff CK)WL:Eys POEM'S. 

<< All autumn^s ftore did hU rich fpring adorn i 
** Like trees in paradife, he with fruit was bom* 
** Such is his foul ; and ify as fome men telly 
** Souls fcim and build thofe maniions what tbe 

" dwell, 
'* Whoever but fees his body muft confeft^ 5*< 

*' The archite£(, no doubt, could be no left. 
•f From Saul his growth and manly ftrength betook^ 
** Chailis'd by bright Ahinoam^f gentler look $ 
<f Not bright Ahinoam, beauty *s loudeft name 
*«'(Till (lie t' her children loft with joy her feme) 5» 
" Had fwccter ftrokes, colours more fre(h and fair, 
'< More darting eyes, or lovelier auburn hair. 
^^ Forgive me, that I thus your {latiencc wrong, 
** And on this boundlefs fubje£l ftay fo long, 
** Where too much hafte ever to end 'twould be, 53 
** Did not his afts fpeak what 's untold by me, 
•* Though, from the time his hands a fword could wiel 
•* He ne'er mifs'd fame and danger in the field, 
•* Yet this was the firft day that call'd him forth, 
•* Since Saul's bright crown gave luftre to his worth: 
<< 'Twas the laft morning whofe unchearful rife 
■** Sad Jabefh was to view with both their eyes. 
*' Secure proud Nahaih (lept as in his couit, 
**.And dreamt, vain man ! of that day's barbarous fp< 
** Till noife and dreadful tumults him awoke ; ^i 
*' Till into 'his camp our violent army broke. 
** The carelefs guards with fmall refiftance killd 
'*' Slaughter the camp, and wild confufion, fiU'd ; 

"Nahi 
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h hit £iul duty does. perform> 
narches boldly up t' outface the ftonn ; 545 
Jonathan he meets, as he purfues 
drabian horfey.and a hot fight renews : 
here your troops behaved themfelves fo well| 
z and Jathan, their ftout colonels, fell. 
hereourviftoryftoppM, and gave us caufe 550 
to fufpe^l th^ intention of her paufe ; 
^hen our thundering Ppince Nahafh efpyM 
f with a courage equal to his pride, 
through our troops, and towards . him boldly 
« prefs'd) 

*rQus joy leapM in his youthful breaft : 555 
en a wrathful dragon^s difmal light 
. fuddenly fome warlike eagle's figbt,^ 
ighty fpe pleafes his fearjefs eyes, 
ps his joyful wings, and at him flies., 
rain though violent force their darts they fluiiig^ 
roon> plated belt Jonathan's hung, 
oppM there; Ammon did his.helmel hit,, 
liding oflF, borei the. p^oud creil from it i^ 
mth their {words tp the fierce (hock they, came, 
words, their armour, and their eyes, fhot flame } 
(brong as thunder, thick as rain, they dealt, 
more than they tK* engaged .fpe£^tors feltj 
.mon force, in Jonathan. addrefs 
gh both were great in both to an excefs) 
well -judging eye did mofl appear i 570 

r and anger in both equal were. 

««Two 
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•« Two wounil'. nut Vrinrc rcccivM, and Aifimon thrtti 
«« V.liirh he, rnr.iR'a lo ittl, and *fl)ani*d to Ide, 
^' iJid \\'\% whcilc H!Tn[:lti into one blow roilcA )— 
•• Aiwl jn. a lj»anicl, whm we our nim dirett 575 
•* T" (hoot fcmif hi III, irr patiently (tandt by 
*• Slwkinj^ Ih« !:iil, icidy with joy to i'y, 
** Jull as it dru))i, u)>un the wmindrd |ii-cy | 
** bo waitrd J)i:ith itklf to litar away 
** The thrcutcnM Itl'c ; did glad and {'reedy ft and 5to 
•* At lij;hl of miRlity Amftion'* llfied hand.— 
'•* Our watclif'ul I'limc hy b-mlin;; f;ivM the wo«n«i: 
'* lint Deuih in otlur C(jin hin icikonin;; found ; 
•• Kor» whilft tir iinniodrratc lUokt:*^ mifrarryingft^' 
*< H:i(l almort home ilic ih'iktr from his ho:fe, 5M 
•< A nimhlc ihiuft hii a^ivc rnciiiy niadc^ 
«< 'J'wixi his rii'.ht iil>i derp pit-irM tlic furinui bhd?i 
** And ojjrtird wiilc ihofe fcf n-t vcfri',, where 
** Lif 's lir.ht {jues ont, whrn f\i'ii ili-y let in air. 
** lie falls ! his aniicnir rhit.k . ;»j;iiuff tl'.f* ^'loirt:'!, 
«* From liin faini t(in;Mic iinpnl-ri'l mhi-, fijiitiii. 
•* His annzM tnji*ps Ihait c.iif llirir ;iii!is :i«A:iy j 
** Scarce fltd hi'» foul fnmi thrnn- iimrc fwift tlnntl') 
•' Ab whrn two kin^;-. of nri; h'lmir hiv<s (whuin la;;? 
** Atifl tliirfi of nnpirr in lli n i \v:iri «n;':i .<■, 5VJ 

*' Whilfl each layH claim to tlr ;; inlcn as hi-; own, 
** And lei k» t' nlnrp thr hoi'li-iini', flowtrs aluTic) 
** 'J 'heir wcIl-arniM trcic^p'. dia\,\n hoMIy f<irth t«tigl' 
•• In ih' air'K wide plnin difjniir th-ir douliiful rli;lii i 
** If by fad ch'incc of battle either kin;^ 6c 

<< Fall wounded downy ilrook with foinc fatal fting, 
3 « 1^ 
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'* His army*8 hopes and courage with him die 5 
" They flieathie up their faint fwords, and routed fly. 
** On th' other fides at once, with like fuccefs, 
" Into the camp great Saul and Abner prcfs ; 605 

" From Jonatj|an^8 part a wild mix'd noife they hear, 
•* And, whatfoe'cr it mean, long to be there; 
** At the fame inftant from glad Jabefh' town 
** The hatty troops march loud and chearful down ; 
** Some few at firft with vain refiftance fall, 610 

** The reft is flaughter and vaft conqueft all. 
** The fate by which our hoft thus far had gone, 
" Our hoft with noble heat drove farther on ; 
•* Viclorious arms through Ammon's land it bore ; 
" Ruin behind, and terror march'd before : 615 

** Where'er from Rabba's towers they caft their fight, 
** Smoke clouds the day, and flames make clear the night. 
*« This bright fuccefs did Saul's firft aftion bring ; 
** The oil, the lot, and crown, lefs crownM him king : 
*« The Happy, all men judge for empire fit, 620 

** And none withftands where Fortune does fubmit. 
** Thofe who before did God's fair choice withftand, 
*« Th* exceflive vulgar now to death demand j 
«* But wifer Saul repeaPd their hafty doom ; 
•* Conqueft abroad, with mercy crown'd at home ; 625 
'** Nor ftain'd with civil flaughter that day's pride, 
** Which foreign blood in nobler purple dy'd. 
•* Again the crown th' aflembled people give, 
«* With greater joy than Saul could it receive ; 
♦• Again th* old Judge refigns his facred place 650 
•* IGod glorify'd with ^wonders bis difgrace) j 

•<« With 
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<< With decent pride, fuch as did well befit 
«' The name he kept, and that which he did quit : 
*< The long-paft row of happy years he fliowM 
** Which to his heavenly government they ow*d{ i 
<' Hqw the torn State his juft and prudent reigii 
** Reftor'd to ord^T, plenty, power, agajn $ 
** In war what conquering miracles. he wrought}— 
«' God, then their King, was General when theyfouj 
«*. Whom they deposed with him — And that, faid ht 
«* You may fee God concerned in 't more than mc, 
*• Behgld how ftorms his angry prefence (hroud ! 
*» Hark how his wrath in thunder threats aloud! 
*• 'Twas now the.ripen'd fummer's higheft rage; 
*« Which no faint cloud durft mediate to aflyagej ( 
«< Th' earth hot with thirft, and hot with luft forrai 
M Gap'd, and breath'd feeble vapours up in vain, 
«* Which ftrait were fcatter'd, or devourM by th'fiu 
" When, lo! ere fcarce the a6live. fpeech. was- done, 
<* A violent wind rofe from his fecret cav?,. i 

«* And troops of frighted clouds before it drave ; 
« Whillt with rude hafte the confujs'd tempell crou( 
<< Swift, dreadful flames (hot through th' encounter 

•* clouds, 
«*. From whofe torn womb th' impri{bn\lth under br 
*« And in dire founds the prophet's fenfe it fpoke j < 
** Such an impetuous fhower it downwards fent, 
** As if the waters 'bove the firmament 
** Were all let loofe 5 horror and fearful noife 
•* Fiird the black fcene 5 till the great prophet's vo 

«S 
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ft as the wingi of morn^ reducM the d^ | 660 
id, thunder, rain, and cIoudi,iled all at once away, 
: not| faid he $ God his fierce wrath removes, 

I, though this State my fervice difapproves, 
prayers fhall fervc it conftantly 1 No more, 

pe, a pardon for paft fms t* implore; 665 

juft rewards fi*om gracious Heaven to bring 

he good deeds of you, and of onr king. 

>ld him there ! and as you fee, rejoice 

le kind care of God's impartial choice. 

>ld his beauty, courage, ftrength, and wit! 67a 

honour Heaven has cloathM him with, fits fit 

comely on him 5 fince you needs mull be 
i by a King, you're happy that 'tis he. 

him gladly i and. let him too know 
were not made for him, but he for you, 675 
both for God j 

fe gcntleffyokc if once you calt away, 
in (hall he command, and you obey ; 
)reign tyrants both fhall flavcs become, 
id of king and fubjecls here at home. 6%o 

le crown thus feveral ways confirmed to Saul, 
way was wanting yet to crown them all 5 
that was force, which only can maintain 
lower that foitunc gives, or worth does gain. 
: thoufand guards of big bold men he took ; 

terrible, and guards ev'n with their lookt 
.cred perfon two, and throne, defend j 
hird, on matchlefs Jonathan attend $ 

II. O « 0>r 
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'< 0*er whofe full thoughts. Honour, and YoutbfalH 
<< Sate brooding, to hatch a6iiong good and great. 
'* On Geba firft, where a Philiftian band 
<< Lies, and around torments the fettered lalsd, 
** He falls, and (laughters all } his noble rage 
/' Mix*d with defign his nation to engage 
<< In that juli war, which from them long in vain, 6i 
** Honour and freedom's voice had ftrore t* obtain* 
« Th' accursed Philiftian, rouz*d with this bold bloi 
*' AH the proud marks of enrag'd power doer (how} 
** Kaifes a vaft, well-arm*d, and glittering hoft i . 
** If human ftrength might authorize a boaft, 71 
** Their threats had reafon here; for ne'er did we 
** Ourfelves fo weak, or foe (b potent, fee. 
<* Here we vaft bodies of their foot efpy, 
** The rear out-reaches far th* extended eye ; 
** Like fields of com their armed fquadrons ftandj 70 
** As thick and numberlefs they hide the land. 
** Here with fliarp neighs the warlike horfes found* 
*f And with proud prancings beat the putrid grouDd} 
*' Here with worfc noife three thoufand chariots pift) 
«< With plates of iron bound, or louder brafs ; jv 
« About it forks, axes, and fcythes, and fpears, 
« Whole maj^zines of death each chariot bears ; 
** Where it breaks in, there a whole troop it mows, 
«< And with lopM panting limbs the field beftrowit 
«* Alike, the valiant and the cowards die j 7I 

«' Neither can they refift, nor can thefe fly. 
•* In this proud equipage, at Macmas they» 
<< Saul in much diiFcrent ftate at Gilgal, lay^ 
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arces ieem*d no arnoy, but a crowd, 
lefs, unarmMy dir9rderly, and loud. 710 

(uick contagion. Fear, ran fwift through all, 
into trembling fits th' infefled fall. 
and hit Ton (for no fuch faint difcafe 
i on tbeir ftrong-complexionM valour feiie) 
in all parts of virtuous condu£l (howM, 725 
on deaf terror generous words beitowM 1 
fands from thence fly fcatter'd every day, 
k as the leaves that /hake and drop away, 
n they th* approach of ftormy winter And | 
noble tree all bare exposed to th* wind. 730 

to fad Jordan fly« and fwim *t for hafte, 
ffom his farther bank look back at laft s 
: into woods and caves their cattle drive $ 
e with their beafts on equal terms they live^ 
leferve better t fome in rocks onhigb, 735 

old retreats of llorks and ravens, lie | 

were they wingM like them, fcarce would they 

* dare 

siy^ or truft their frighted fafcty there. 

r hoft with fear, fo Saul difturb'd with care, 

ert thefe ills by facrificc and prayer, 74.0 

God*8 bleft will V enquire, for Samuel fends j 

m he fix days with tioubled hade attends ; 

ere the fevcnth unlucky day (the lad 

amucl fct for this great work) was part, 

(alarm'd hourly from the neighbouring foe j 745 

kticnt, ere God's time, God*s mind to know j . 

4 <( *Sham*d 
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" 'Sham'd and enrag'd to fee his troops decays 
" Jealous of an affront in Samuers ftajr j 
** Scorning that any 's prefence fiiould appear 
" Needful hefides, when he himfeJf was diere ; 7; 
** And, with a pride too natural, thinking Heaven 
** Had given him all, becaufe much power 't had gi?ei 
** Himfelf the facrifice and oflferings made ; 
** Himfelf did th' high felefted charge invade ; 
** Himfelf enquirM of God; who then fpake nought] 
** But Samuel ftrait his dreadful anfwcr brought; 
** For ftrait he came, and, with a virtue bold 
" As was Saul's fm, the fatal melTage told 5 
*« His foul ingratitude to Heaven he chid, 
" To pluck that fruit, which was alone forbid 76 
" To kingly power, in all that plenteous land, 
'< Where all things elfe fubmit to his command. 
•* And, as fair Eden's violated tree 
*' T' immortal man brought in mortality : 
«« So fhall that crown, which God eternal meant, 76, 
<* From thee, faid he, and thy great houfc, be rent} 
« Thy crime fhall death to all thine honours fend, 
♦* And give thy' immortal royalty an end. 
** Thus fpoke the prophet ; but kind Heaven, we hope 
<« (Whofe threats and anger know no other fcope 771 
^« But man's amendment) does long fmce relent, 
*' And, with repentant Saul, itfclf repent. 
<« Howe'er (though none more pray for this than vre, 
<« Whofc wrongs and fufferings might fome colour be 
<« To do it Icfs) this fpeech we fadly find 775 

^ StUl extant, and ilill acUve in his mind | 

i«]5ut 
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<< But then a worfe tSe& of it appeared— 
<< Our army^ which before modeftly fearM ; 
<' Which did by ftealth and by degrees decay j 
** Diibanded now, and fled in troops away. 7t# 

*< Bafe fear fo bold and impudent does grow» 
*' When an excufe and colour it can fhow \ 
** Six hundred only (fcarce a pnncely train) 
<< Of all his hoft with diftrefsM S aul remain } 
*' Of his whole hoft fix hundred ; and ev'n thofe 7S5 
•* (So did wife Heaven for mighty ends difpofi? ! 
** Nor would that ufclefs multitudes fhould (hare 
*• In that gi'eat gifc it did for one prepare) 
*« ArmM not like foldiers marching in a war, 
'* But country-hinds alarmed from afar ' 79* 

•• By wolves' loud hunger, when the well-known found 
" Raifes th' affrighted villages arourul. 
** Some goads, flails, plow-ihares, forks, or axes, bore, 
** Made for lifers ufe and better ends before ; 
" Some knotted clubs, and darts, or arrows dry*d 755 
*« r th' Are, the firft rude arts that malice tryM, 
** Ere man the fms of coo much knowledge knew, 
" And death by long experience witty grew. 
" Such were the numbers, fuch the arms, which we 
** Had by fate left us for a vi£lory S^v 

" Or well-armM millions ; nor will this appear 
** Ufeful itfelf, when Jonathan was there. 

*« 'Twas juft the time when the new ebb of night 
<* Did the moift world unvail to human fight ; 
** The Prince, who all that night the field had beat So 5 
•' With a fmall party, and no enemy met 

O S '* iS% 
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«« (So proud and fo fecure the enemy lay, 

« And drench*d in fleep th* exceffes of the day I) 

« With joy this good occafion did embrace, 

** With better leifure, and at nearer fpace, fio 

** The ftrength and order of their camp to vicwi 

«< Abdon alone his generous purpofe knew ; 

*" Abdon, a bold, a brave, and comely youth, 

*' WelNborn, well-bred, with honour fiUM, and truth ; 

«« Abdon, his faithful Tquire, whom much helovM, 815 

«* And oft with grief his worth in dangers provM; 

'« Abdon, whofe love t' his mafter did exceed 

** What Nature's law, or Paffion's power, could brtsdj 

*' Abdon alone did on him now attend^ 

*' His humbleft fervant, and his deareft friend. 8to 

*« They went, but facrcd fury, as they went, 
♦* ChangM fwiftly, and exalted his intent. 
" What may this be ! (the Prince breaks forth) ; I find 
** God, or fome powerful fpirit, invades my mind. 
♦* From aught but Heaven can never fure be bi ought 
** So high, fo glorious, and fo vaft a thought; 
«* Nor would Ill-fate, that meant me to furprize, 
«* Come cloathM in fo unlikely a difguife. 
«* Yon hoft, which its proud fifhes fpreads fo wide 
** O'er the whole land, like fome fwoln river's tide; 
** Which terrible and numberlcfs appears, 
'* As the thick waves which their rough ocean bears; 
«« Which lies fo ftrongly 'encamp'd, that one would fay 
•* The hill might be removed as foon as they ; 
<* We two alone muft fight with and defeat : 835 

** Thou Vt ftrcok, and ftartcft at a found fo great ! 

«yct 
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*< Yet we muft do 't; God our weak hands has chofe 

<* T* afliame the boafted numbers of our foes ; 

«* Which to his ftrcngth no more proportion be, 

** Than millions are of hours to his eternity. 84.0 

•« If, when their carelefs guards cfpy us here, 

*« With fportful fcom they call t' us to come near, 

*' We Ml boldly climb the hill, and charge them all $ 

« Not they, but Ifraers Angel, gives the call. 

** He fpoke, and as he fpoke, a light divine 845 

*• Did from his eyes, and round his temples, fliinc ; 

'* Louder his voice, larger his limbs, appeared j 

*• Lefs feem'd the numerous army to be fear'd, 

*• This faw, and heard, with joy the brave Efquire, * 

** As he with God^s, fillM with his mafter^s, fire : 859 

*' Forbid it, HcavcB ! faid he, I fliould decline, 

•' Or wifh, Sir, not to malce your danger mine j 

•* The great example which I daily fee 

•* Of your high worth is not fo loft on me; 

•• If wondiT-ltrook I at your words appear, 855 

** My wonder yet is innocent of fear : 

** Th' honour which does your princely brcaft enfiame, 

*' Warms mine too, and joins there with duty^s name. 

« If in this Z&. Ill-fate our tempter be, 

" May all the ill it means be aim'd at me ! 860 

" But fure, I th'mk, God leads j nor could you bring 

'* So high thoughts from a Icfs -exalted fpring. 

" Bright figns through all your words and looks are 

** fprcad, 
" A riCng victory dawns around your head, 

O4 ''With. 
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« With fuch difcourfe blowing their facred flame, SS5 

<« Lo, to the fatal place and work they came. 

<' Strongly encamp'd on a fteep hill's large head, 
•* Like fome vaft wood the mighty hoft was fpread; 
** Th'only* accefs on neighbouring Gabaa's fide, 
«* An hard and narrow way, which did divide 9^9 
«* Two cliffy rocks, Bofes and Senes nam*d, 
<' Much for themfelves, and their big ftrangenefsyfamM] 
*• More for their fortune, and this ih*angerday. 
** On both their paints Philiftian out-guards lay, 
*« From whence the two bold ipies they firft cfpy'd j 875 
** And, lo ! the Hebrews ! proud Eleanor cry*d, 
" From Senes' top j lo ! from their hungry caves, 
*' A quicker fate here fends them to their graves* 
** Come up (aloud he cries to them below) 
•' Ye' Egyptian (laves, and to our mercy owe 8S« 

•' The rebel -lives long fmce t' our juftice due. 
*» Scarce from his lips the fatal omen flew, 
«« When th' infpir'd Prince did nimbly underftand 
<« God, and his God-like virtues' high command. 
*« It calPd him up, and up the fteep afcent 885 

** With pain and labour, hafte and joy, they went. 
*' Eleanor laugh'd to fee them climb, and thought 
*' His mighty words th' affrighted fuppliants brought; 
** Did new affronts to the great Hebrew Name, 
** (The barbarous !) in his wanton fancy frame. ^90 
** Short was his fport j for, fwift as thunder's ftroke 
" Rives the frail trunk of fome heaven -threatening oak, 
•< The Prince's fword did his proud head divide j 
<« The parted fcull hung down on either ilde* 

" Juft 
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I he fell, his vengeful fteel he drew 895 

v^y (no more the treiAbling joints could do) { 
h Abdon fnatchM, and dyM it in the blood 
tmazed wretch that next him ftood. 
clofe to earthy (baking and groveling, lie, 
(arks when they the tyrant hobby fpy } 900 
wonder-ftrook, ft and fixM j fome fly j fome arm 
ly, at th* unintelligible alarm. 
:he main channel of an high-fwoln flood, 
n by dikes and broken works withftood; 
nathan, once climbM th* oppofmg hill, 905 
all around with noife and ruin fllh 
Pome large arm of which, another way 
n overflows ; him too no bank can ftay. 
cries th' aflfrightcd country flies before, 
d the following waters loudly roar. 9x0 

,ty, at leaft, flain on this out-guard lie, 
' adjoined camp the reft diftra6led fly ; 
ill-mixM wonders tell, and into \ bear 
terror, deaf Uifoixler, hclplefs fear, 
onquerors too prefs boldly in behind, 915 

ling the wild confufions which they And. 
;ar at firft, the Prince of Afhdod town, 
*mongft the Ave in riches and renown, 
General then by courfe, oppos'd their way, 
IrownM in death at Jonathan's feet he lay, ^tm 
:urs*d the heavens for rage, and bit the ground j 
fe, for ever fpilt, ftainM all the grafs around, 
rother too, who virtuous haftc did make 
>rtunc to revenge, or to partake, 
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** Falls groveling o'er bit tnink» on mother earth \ 915 
** Death mix'd no lefs their bloods than did their birth. 
** Meanwhile the welKpleat 'd Abdbn*s re^efs Aivord' 
« Difpatch'd the following train t* attend their lord. 
<< On ftill, o'er panting corpfe^ great Jonathan led} 
<< Hundreds before him fell> and thoufands fled. 930 
*< Prodigious Prince ! which doe» moft wondrous ihow, 
" Thy' attempt, or thy fuccefs? thy fate or thou? 
<< Who durft alone that dreadful hoft a£ail» 
** With purpofe not to die, but to prevail 1 
<< Infinite numbers thee no more affright,. 935 

" Than God, whofe unity is infinite. 
*Mf Heaven to men fuch mighty thoughts^ would give,. 
«* What breaft but thine capacious to receive 
<* The vaft infufion ? or what foul but thine 
** Durft have belicv'd that thought to be divine ? 940 
" Thou foUow'd'ft Heaven in the defign, and we 
** Find in the a& 'twas Heaven that foliowM thee. 
<* Thou led'ft on angels, and that facred band 
** (The Deity's great lieutenant !) didft command. 
** ' Tis true, Sir, and no figure, when I fay 945 

'' Angels themfelves fought under him that day. 
<« Cipuds, with ripe thunder charg'd,.rome thither drew, 
*' And fome the dire materials brought for new. 
<* Hot drops of fouthern fhowers (the fweats of death) 
"The voice of ftorm6,.and winged.whirlwind^' breathy 
*« Tlie fiames (hot forth from fighting dragons' eyes; 
** The fmokes that from fcorch'd fevers' ovens rife j 
** The reddeft fires with which fad comets grow; 
<* And Sodom's neighbouring lake, did fpirits bcflow 
3 " Of. 
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!ft Ailphur } amongft which they put 955 

» fiiiy, horror, and all mingled ihut 
d»ld moift cloud, t^ enflame it bunv, 
take th* enraged prifoner louder roar, 
emhled clouds burft o'er their army's head $ 
dariuefsy difmal lightnings^ round them fpread^ 
tr Spirit, with a more potent wand 
that which Nature fear'd in Mofes' hand,^ 
fent the way that pleasM, the mountain ftsook f 
lountain kit it i the vaft mountain flioolc. 
gh Ae wide air another Angel fle\f 9^5 

: their hoft, and chick amongft them threw 
d, defpair, confufion, fear, miftake, 
11 th' ingredients that fwift ruin make* 
xtile glebe requires no time to breed j 
:kens, and receives at once the feed* 97^ 

ould have thought, this difmal day t' have feen^ 
Nature's felf in her death-pangs had been, 
vill the face of that great hour appear j 
he diftradled fmner's confcious fear. 
1 fome few ^rive the wild flight to ftayj 97 j[ 
1 they threaten, and in vain they pray t 
rd, unheeded, trodden down, they lie^ 
:h the wretched feet of crowds that fly. 
leir own foot trampled the violent horfe^ 
oidelefs chariots with impetuous courfe 980 
idje through both ; and, all their bloody way, 

and men, torn, bruis\d,^and mangled, lay. 
Tom the rocks caft themfelves down headlong} 
inty weak .paflion grows fo bj^ld and ftrong ! 
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<< To almoft certain prefcnt death they fly, ^t$ 

" From a rcn».otc and caufelefs fear to die. 

•* Much diflfcrcRt error did fomc troops poflefsj 

*« And madncfs, that lookM better, though no left i 

•« Their fellow-troops for th' cntcr'd foe they take j 

" And IfracPs war with mutual flaughter make. 990 

<< Meanwhile the king from Gabaa*t hill did view, 

*' And hear, the thickening tumult, as is grew 

'< Still great and loud ; and, though he knows not why 

** They fled, no more than they themfelves that fly, 

♦• Yet, by the rtorms and terrors of the air, 995 

** Ctiicircs fomc vengeful fpirit *s working there; 

•* Obeys the loud occafion*s facred call, 

" And fincily on the trembling hoft does fall. 

•* At the f;imc time their ilaves and prifoners rife ; 

** Nor doe", their much-wiftrd lilirrty fuffice, icco 

*' Without rcvcn^^c; the fcattcrM rums they fcize, 

** And ihcir proud vengeance with the memory pitafe 

** Vi who fo lately bore them. All about, 

•* From rocks and caves, the Hebrews illuv: out 

'* At the glad noife; joyM that tlieir fois h:ul fhown 

*' A fear that drowns the fcandal of their own. 

«' Still did the Prince 'nildlt all this Itorm r.ppear, 

** Still fcattcr'd death .uid terrors cvcy wlieie ; 

** Still did he break, ftill blunt, his wearl'.d Iwcrdsj 

•* Still flauy;htcr new fupplies t' his hand affords. 

*' Where troops yet Itood, there iil! he hotly flew, 

*' And, till at lall all fled, fcorr/d to purfuc. 

** All fled at laft, but many in vain ; for ftill 

•f Th' infiitiato Conqueror was more fwift to kill 

«« Thai. 
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1 they to favc their lives. Till, lo ! at laft, 1015 
re, whofe power he had £0 long rurpafsM, 
Id yield no more, but to him ftronger foes, 
g;ht, faintnefs, and fierce hunger, did oppofe. 
ing all o*er in duft, and blood, and fweat, 
t with the fun^s and violent a£lion*s heat, xoz« 
ft an old oak his trembling limbs he ftaid, 
>me ihort eafe ; Fate in th* old oak had laid 
ftons up for his relief 3 and lol 
10II0W tnmk did with bright honey flow, 
timely food his decayM fpirits recruit, 1025 
I he returns, and frefh, to the purfuit j 
rength and fpirits the honey did reftore ; 
)h ! the bitter-fweet ftrange poifon bore I 
\, Sir, and mark well the treacherous fate, 
does fo clofe on human glories wait 1 1039 
d the ftrong, and yet fantaftio net, 
fnare triumphant virtue darkly fet I 
it before (fcarce can it fmcc) be thought, 
'rince— who had alone that morning fought 
1 with an hoft, had the hoft overthrown, 1035 
hreefcore thoufand hands difannM with one j 
d-off his country's fhame, and doubly dy'd 
od and blufhcs the Philiftan pride j 
iv'd and fix'd his father's tottering crown, 
he bright gold new burnifh'd with renown,— 
1 be ere night, by *8 King and Father*s breath, 
ut a fault, vowM and condemned to death ? 
*d the bloody facrifice to be 
nkS| himfclfj for his own vi^ory ? 

«< Alonf, 
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Alone, with various fate, like to become, 114.5 

Fighting, an hoft ; dying, au hecatomb ? 
Yet fuch, Sir, was his cafe ; 
For Saul, who fear'd left the full plenty might 
(In the abandoned camp exposM to fight) 
His hungry men from the purfuit diffuade, X050 
A rafh, but folemn vow to Heaven had made — 
Curs'd be the wretch, thrice curfed let him be, 
Who fhall touch food this bufy day, faid he, 
Whilft the bleft fun does with his favouring light 
AfTiil our vengeful fwords againft their flight 1 105J 
Be he thrice curs'd ! and, if his life we fpare, 
On us thofe curfes fall that he (hould bear ! 
Such was the king's rafh vow ; who little thought 
How neai' to him Fate th' application brought. 
The two-edg'd oath wounds deep, peiform'd or broke} 
Ev'n perjuiy its leaft and blunteft ftroke. 
'Twas his owu fon, whom God and mankind lov'd, 
His own viftorious fon, that he devov'd j 
On whofe bright head the baleful curfes light: 
But Providence, his helmet in the fight, 1065 

Forbids their entrance or their fettling there j 
They with brute found diffolvM into the air. 
Him what religion, or what vow, could bind, 1 
Unknown, unheard-of, till he his life did find 
Entangled in U ? whilft wonders he did do, 107% 
Muft he die now for not being prpphet too ? 
To all but him this oath was meant and faid i 
He, afar off, the ends for which 'twas made 

« Waf 
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IS a^ing then, till, faint and out of breath, 
grew half-dead with toll of giving death. X075 
lat could his crime ia this conditi'on be, 
:vii*d by ignorance and neceflity ? 
: the remorfelefs king — who did difdain 
at man ihould hear him fwear or threat in vain» 
ough ^gaioft himfelf i or fate a way fhould fee 
which attacked and conquered he might be ; 
10 thought compaffion female weaknefs here, 
d equity injuftice, would appear 
lis own caufe$ who falfely fearM, bedde, 
s folemn curfe on Jonathan did abide, io'S5 

d, the inle£ked limb not cut away, 
»uld like a gangrene o'er all Ifrael ftray ;— 
parM this god-like facrifice to kill, 
d his raih vow more rafhly to fulfil. 
lat tongue can th** hon'or and amazement tell 
lich on all Ifrael that fad moment fell ! 
ner had been their grieJf, fewer their tears, 
I the Philiftian fate that day been theirs. 
Saurs proud heart could mafter his fwoln eye $ 
i Prince alone ftood mild and patient by ; 1095 
>nghtht8fuffering8,'fo triumphant, fhow'd, 
\ to the beft than worft of fates he ow'd. 
i£lory now he o'er himielf might boaft $ 
:onquer'd now, that conqueror of an hoft. 
larmM through tears the fad fpe^lator's fight, 
reverence, love, and gratitude, excite, 
[ pious rage ; with which infpir'd, they now 
»f€ to Saure a better ^blic vow, 

^* Thqp 
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«< They all confent all Ifrael ougbt to he 
** AccurtM and kilPd themfelvei, rather than be. 
** Thus with kind force they the glad king withA 
** And (UvM their womlrous faviour't facred bloo^ 

Thus David fpoko ; and much did yet remain 
Behind* th^ attentive prince to entertain j 
Edom and Zoba's war— for what befel" i 

In thnt of Mo:ib, was known there too well'i 
The houndlei's quarrel with cursM Amalek*t land 
Where Heaven itfclf did cruelty command^ 
And pniflis\l on Saul's mercy, nor did ere 
More punifh innocent blood, than pity there. i 
But lo ! they* arrivM now at th* appointed place ; 
Well-chofcn and wcU-fumini'd for the chacc. 
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DISCOURSE, 

BY WAY OF VISION, 
CONCERNING 

GOVERNMENT OF OLIVER CROMWELL. 

' was the funeral day of the late man who made 
imfelf to be called prote6lor. And though I bore' 
ittle afFe6lion, either to the memory of him, or to 
rouble and folly of all public pageantry, yet I was 
;d by the importunity of my company to go along; 
them, and be a fpeftator of that folemnity, the? 
6lation of which had been fo great, that it was faid 
avc brought Ibrae very curious perfons (apd no 
>t (ingular virtuofos) as far as from the Mount in 
k'wall, and from the Orcades. I found there had/ 

much more coft beftpwed than either the dead 
, or indeed death itfelf, could defcrve. There was 
ghty train of black afliftants, among which, too, 
•s princes in the perfons of their ambaffadors (be-*. , . 
infinitely affli^ed for the lofs of their brotherj 

pleafed to attend 5 the hearfe was magnificent, y, 
lol crowned, and (not to mentiqn all othercere^^ 
e« which are praftifed at royaj internments, and., 
fore by no means could be omitted here) the yad 
Ltude of fpe£lators made yp, as it ufes to do, np • 
I part of the fpeftacle itfelf. But y^t, I know 
low, the >vhoIe was fo managed, that, mcthaught, . 
mewliat' reprcfented the life of hipa for. whom i^. 
>L* II. P • was 



210 ON TITE G'OVEUKWENT 
was made } much noife, much tumult, much ex 
Tjaiich magnificenl^ mucb vain-gloiy ; briery, : 
fhow, and yet, after all this, but an ill fi^ht. j 
(for it feemcd long to mc, and like hit fliorf reig 
very tedious) the whole fcenc pafled hy j and I 
back to my ch»n>ber, we^, and I think more i 
choly than any of the mourners $ where I began 
flc6b on the whole life of this prodigious man 
Xbmstimes I was filled with horror and deteftal 
his ^fViojis, and fometimes I inclined a little ' 
verei\ce ^nd admiration of his courage, condu6 
fucccfs I till, by thefe different motions and agii 
of mind« rocked as it wer^ afleep, I fell at la 
this vifion.; or if you pleafe to call it but a drc 
fhall not take it ill, becaufe the father of poets te 
tvci\ dreams, too, arc from God« 

But furc it was no dream } for I was fuddcnly 
ported afar off (whether in the body, or out of tl 
dy, like St. Paul, I know not) and found my: 
the top of that famous hill in the ifland Mona, 
has the profpe£t of three great, and not-long-fmc 
happy, kingdoms. As foon as ever I looked on 
the •* not-long-fince" ftruck upon my memory, an 
cd forth the fad reprefentation of all the fms, and 
miferics, that had overwhelmed them thefc i 
years. And X wept bitterly for two or three 1 
and, when my prefent ftock of moifture was all « 
I fell a fighing for an hour more ; and, as foe 
recovered from my pafTion the uTe of fpeech ao 
S>n, I broke forth, as I remember (looking upon 
laad^ into this complaint ; 
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ifle» how art thou <;bang*<l ap4 ciin*4f 
I was borot *n4 knew th^ firft I 
'.e, which had forfopk the worl4 arouDil 
ivith noife, and the (hrill t;|rai^pe(*9 foi^i^) 
for a private place of reft, 
I iecure retirenaent, chofe 
ein to build her halcyon neR | 
urft ftir abroad, the air to difcompofe i 

Jie riches of the globe beiido 
d in to thee with every tide % 
that nature did thy foil deq/t 
h was of thy fruitful indiUUy | 
all the proud and dreadful fea, 
ill his tributary ftreams, 
iftant tribute paid to theej 
the liquid world was one extended Thames i 

^ty in each village did appear* 
sounty was its fteward there } 
i walkM free about in open viewy 
conquering party's prifoner grew i 
I the religion of our ftate 
ace and fubftance with her voices 
e, by her foolifh loves of late^ 
(once a Nymph) tum*d only into noift r 

I to meni vtCpcSt and friendihip boKtt 
3od with reverence did adprc) 
n earth no kingdom could luvc bpjyiQI^ 
nMnar^h t9 i)S| thaa ou|: owa I 

Pa Alii 
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And yet his fubjef^s by him were 
(Which is a truth will hardly be 
Received by any vulgar ear, 
A fecret known to few) made happier ev^n than lic» 

Thou doft a Chaos» ind Confufion, now, 

A Babel, and a Bedlam, giow, 
Andy^like a frantic perfon, thou doft tear ' 

The ornaments and cloaths which thou ihould*ft wear, 

And cut thy limbs ; and, if we fee 

(Juft as thy barbarous Britons did} 

Thy bodjr with hypocrify 
Painted all o'er, thou think^ft thy naked ihame is bid. 

The nations, which envied thee erewhile. 
Now laugh (too little *tis to fmile) } 

They laugh, and would have pitied thee, alas ! 

But that thy faults all pity do furpafs. 

Art thou the country, which didft hate 
And mock the French inconftancy ? 
And have we, have we leen of late 

Lefs change of habits there, than governments in thee? 

Unhappy ifle ! no fhip of thine at fea. 

Was ever toft and torn like thee. 
Thy naked hulk loofe on the waves does beat. 
The rocks and banks around her ruin threat ; 

What did thy fooliih pilots ail. 

To lay the compafs quite afide ? 

Without a law or rule to fail. 
And rather take the winds^ than h§aTeof > to be tbdr 
guide .* 

Yit, 
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ct, mighty God ! yet, yet, we humbly ccavey 

This floating ifle from fliipwreck fave j 
nd though, to wa/h that blood which does it ftaia* 
well dcferve to (ink Into the main ; 

Yet, for the royal martyr's prayer 

(The royal martyr prays, we know) 

This guilty, perifliing veflel fpare 5 
esLT but his foul above, and not his blood below! 

I think I flioiild have gone on^ but that I was in- 
n-upted by a ftrange and terrible apparition; for 
icrc appeared to me (arifmg out of the earth, a« I con- 
nived) the figure of a man, taller than a giitnt, or in- 
sed than the ihadow of any giant in the evening. 
18 body was naked ; but that nakednefs adorned, or 
ither deformed, all over, with fcveral figures, after 
le manner of the ancient Britons, painted upon it 9 
id I perceived that moft of them were the reprefenta- 
on of the late battles in our civil wars, and (if I be 
3t much miftakcn) it was the battle of Nai^by that 
at drawn upon his breaft. His eyes were like burn- 
ig brafs^ and there were three crowns of the fame 
letal (as 1 gueired)^ and that looked as red-hot too, 
pon his. head* He held in his right-hand a fword, 
lat^^ras yet bloody, and neverthelefs the motto of it 
"as, " Pax quseritu r hello ;V and in his left hand a tliick 
3ok, upon the back of which was written in letters 
F gold, A£t8, Ordinances, Proteftations, Covenants, 
ngagements. Declarations, Remonftrances, Sec, 

Though this fudden, unufual, and dreadful oh]tS: 

light have qusUed a greater courage than mine i yet 

P3 f# 
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Aijtplcaftd God (for there it nothing bolder dm • 
nan in a vifion) that I wat not at all dmnnted, but 
mfkid him refolutely and briefly, " What art thon ?** 
And he faid, <• I am called the north- weft principal 
Jity, hit highncft, the protcftor of the commonwealih 
«jf tnglanM, Scotland, and Irrland, and the dominioni 
bcJvnginK thereunto } for I am that angel, to whom 
tlir Almif^lity hat committed the government of tbolc 
thre^* kin(;dfimt, which thou fceft from this phue.** 
And J anfwcred and faid, " If it be fo, 6ir, k iceni 
to me that for almoft thefe twenty yeart paft, youK 
hi/^hticft hat been abfent from yourchar|{Ci for not 
«nly if any anj^cl, but if any wife and honcft man, bad 
fincc thtii time liecn our governor, we (hould not have 
wandrred thut long in thefe labor ion t and cndleft la- 
byriniht of tonfufion, but either not have entered 
ar all into them, or at Icaft lave returned back etc «t 
had alifblutcly toft our way ; but, inftead of your high- 
nefk, wc have had fince fach a proteAor, at wat bit 
pndcccflor Richard the third to the king hie nephew ) 
for tic prcfintly flew the common weallh, which be 
picfrnied fo pitiicfk, and fet up himfelf in the place of 
jr : a little tcfk guilty indeed in one rcfpeO, faecaaft 
till* oihti flew an innocent, and thit man did but nvf- 
<lrr a murderrr. 6irch a piotcflor we have hadj u «• 
would have hctm glad to have changed for an eocny» 
■nd rat her received A conftant Turk, than thit emy 
fiiontlk't aiioftatei fnch a prote£lor, aa man it to bit 
lloc kt, which he flieert, and fellt, or dcvoiin kinfelff 
and 1 would fain know, what the wolfi whick he pM^ 
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him fromi could do more. Such a proteilor— ** 
If I was proceeding, mctliotights, hit highaeri 
I to put on ft dirplcHfed nnd threatening counte* 
I, at ntcn ufe to do- when their deoroft friendt hap- 
3 be trnduccil in their com|Niny i which gtvc me 
rit I'ifc ut' jesiloufy Againft* him, for I did nut l)C- 
thnt Crofnwvll Miiong all hit foreign cor-rclpoiul" 

hnd ever held any with angelt . However I wiiii' 
ardcned enough yvt to venture a quarrel with him 
; and therefore (at if I hud fpoken to the protcc- 
imfelf in Whitehall) I dciired him <• that hii- 
lefa would pleafe to pardon inC| if 1 had unwit-* 
f fpoken any thing to thr di^mi-ugcmeut ol' a per* 
whofc iclationt to hit highuvii i had not vlw ho^ 
to know." 

which he told nic " that hr hnd no other coiw 
nent for hit lute highncliii than hi he took him tm 
t greuteft man that cvrr wai ni tlte Knt^iirti natioii| 
It (faid he) of the Whiilr w«>ild ) whiih |;ivc» ma 
t title to the defence uf hla n'putatioh) finec I now 
mt myft-Ifi at it wvrc) h niuiiralizcd Kiigli/h hii- 
by having had fo long the inanageinetu ol ihi- uf- 
of that country. And pray, countryman (Uid 
er^ kindly Hhd very flatteringly) for I wuuld t\i»t 

you fall into the genritil error of llu: woridj thrt^ 
ka and decriet fo extraordiiuiry a virtiw, ** What 
>e more nctmordinary, than that a perfon of irtruii 
, no fortune* no eminent qualitien of Itody^ which 
(bmetimes, or of mind, which1iaveortcn> fuifed mcli 
Ift hiB^icft digniticl». ihould kaVc the coittnge t#a|- 
J> ^ itiuijs 
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tempt, and thehappinefs to fuccerd in» fo improbable! 
deTign, as the deftniclion of one of the moft ancient and 
inoft fol idly-founded monarchiet upon the earth ? that be 
(hould have the power or boldneft to put his prince and 
mafter to an open and infamous death $ to banifti thatnv- 
merous and ftrongly -allied family ; to do all this un- 
der the name and wages of a parliament ; to trample 
upon them toons hepleafed, and fpum them outof doorSv 
when he grew weary of them ; to raile up a new and 
unheard-cf monfter out of their afhes ; to ftifle that in 
the very infancy, and fet up himfelf above all thingi 
that ever were called fovercign in England ; to oppreif 
all his enemies by arms, and all his friends afterwards 
by . artifice ; to ferve all parties patiently for a while^ 
and to cummand them vi6loriouny at laft ; to over-nm 
each corner of the three nations, and overcome with 
equal facility both the riches of the foutli and the po- 
verty of the north j to be feared and courted by all fo- 
reign princes, and adopted a brother to the gods of the 
e:irth ; , to c:ill together parliaments with a word of his 
pen, and fcatter them again with the breath of hit 
mouth; to be humbly and daily petitioned that he 
would pkafe to be hired, at the rate of two millions % 
year, to be the mailer of thofe who had hired him be- 
fore to be their fervant ; to have the eftates and lives of 
three kingdoms as much at his difpoTal, as was the 
little inheritance of his father, and to be as noble and 
liberal in the fpcnding of them $ and laftly (for there 
it no end of all the particulars of his glory) to be- 
^M^th all tliis with one word to hisp)fterity | to dit 
» . .1 , - with 
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peace at home, and triumph abroad ^ to be buried 
ig kiogSf and with more than regal folemnxty ; 
o leave a name behind him, not to be extinguifh- 
lut with the whole world j which, as it is now 
ttle for hit praifes, Co mi^t have been too for his 
jefts, if the ihort line of his human life could 
been lbretched>out to the extent of his immortal 

' this fpeech, I began to underhand perf«£l]y well 
kind of angel his pretended highnefs was 3 and 
;g fortified myfelf privately with a fhoit mental 
r, aid with the fign of the crofs (not oMt of any 
flition to the fign, but as a recognition of my bap- 
in Chrift), 1 grew a little bolder, and replied in 
manner : " I fliould not venture to oppofc what 
are pleafed to fay in commendation of the late 
, and (I confefs) extraordinary perfon, but that 
nember Chrifl: forbids us to give aflent to any 
do£hine but what himfelf has taught us, even 
;h it (hould be delivered by an angel ; and if fuch 
le. Sir, it may be you have fpoken all this rather- 
' than to tempt my frailty : for fare I am, that 
luft renounce or forget all the laws of the New 
Old T«ftament, and thofe which are the founda- 
of both, even the laws of moral and natural ho« 
, if we -approve of the a£ltons of that man whom 
pofe you commend by irony. 

i^r. Hume has inferted this charaftcr of Crom- 
but altered, as he fays, in fome particulars from 
iginal, in hit hiftory of Great-Britain. H. 

There 
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I'hcre would be no end to Inftancc in Hie particulan 
of all his wickcdncfs ; but, to fum up a part of it 
bricflvt What can be moi-c extraordinarily wickerff 
than for a perfon, fuch as yoiirfclf, qualify him rightly, 
to fndcavotir not only to exalt himfelf above, but ta 
trample upon, all his equals and betters } to pretend 
freedom for all mf^n, and under the help of thatpre- 
tc!irr to inikc all intMi his fcrvants > to take arms 
uf;.ifnli taxr^ of fcarce two htnuhtrd thooAind pounds 
.1 year, and to raifc them hiiiifrlf to above two mil- 
lion^; ? t(i quarix-I for the lofs of three or fournrii 
itnd to ftrikc oft' thi:!^ or four hundred heads } to fight 
Uf^nlnfl an ima/^inary ftifpicion of I know not what* 
two thru ('and guards to be fetched for the king, I 
kmiw not from whcnca, and to keep up for himfelf 
no irfs than forty ihoufand ? to pretend the defence 
of {Kiiiiamrnts, and violently to diffolve all> even of 
his uwn calling, and almofi choofmg ? to undertake 
the rufonnalion of rclii^ion, to rob it even to till 
very ikin, and then to cxj)oIc it naked to the rage of 
all fif'.lft and hcn-licr. ? to fct up counfels of rapine, 
i»nd courts of munUr ? to fi>;ht againft tljc king undif 
a coniinilfion for him j to take him forcibly out of 
the hnnti^ of ttiofc for whom he had con(|uerCd him ; 
to draw him into his net, wilh proteftations and vowi 
iii fidviity ; :ind when he had caught him in it, to but- 
clici- hiii), with ab little ftiame, as confcience or huRia- 
ni'.y, tn the open face of the wiiole world ? to receire 
a coniniidlon for the king and parliament, to murder 
(as I iUid) the one, and dettroy aoiciii impudcDtly thft 

others 
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olher ? to flight againft monarchy when he declared £ot 
it, and declare agftinft it when be contrived for it in 
Us mm perfon ? to abafe perfidioufly and fnpplant in* 
gratefully his own general • firft, and aftei-wards moft 
of thofe officers, who, with the lofs of their honour^ 
and hazard of their fouls, had lifted him up to the top 
cf his unreaibnable ambitions ? to bredk his faith 
^th all enemies and with all friends equally ? and to 
itiake no lefs frequent u(e of the moft folemn perjuries,- 
than the loofer fort of psople do of cuftomery oaths > 
16 ufurp three kingdoms without any (hadow of the 
YtBit pretenfions, and to govern them as unjuftly as he 
got them ? to fet himfelf up as an idol (which we 
know, as St. Paul fays, in itfelf is nothing), and 
make the very ftreets of London like the valley of 
Hinnony by burning^ the bowels of men as a facrlHce 
to his Molochfhip ? to Teek to entail this ufurpation 
ilpcm his pofterity, and with it an endlef^ war upon th^ 
ftation ? and laftly, by the fevereft judgment of Al-* 
ftnghty God, to die hardened, and mad, and unrepent-* 
ant, ^ith the cnrfes of the prefent age, and the detef* 
ntion of all to fdcceed ?** 

Though I had much more to fay (for the lift of maft 
is £9 Ihort, that it allows not time enough to fpeak a« 
gainft a tyrant) 1 yet, becaufe I had a mind to hear how 
my ftrange adverfary would behave himfelf upon this 
fubjed, and to give even the devil (as they fay) his 
right and fair play in a difptktation, I ftopped here, and 
CaqpcSttd (ngt without the frailty of a little fear) that ha 

♦ Sir T. Fairfax. 
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ihould have broke into a violent paffion in behalf of 
his favourite : but he on the contrary very calmly, and 
I yflth the dove-like innocency of a ferpent that was not 
yet wanned enough to fting, thus replied to me} 

<< It is not fo much out of my aflfe^ion to that per* 
ion whom we difcourfe of (whofe greatnefs is too fblid 
to be fliaken by the breath of an oratory) , as for your 
own fake (honeft countryman), whom I conceive to 
err, rather by mi (take than out of malice, that I (hall 
endeavour to reform your uncharitable and unjuft o]h- 
nion. And, in the firft place, I muft needs put you is 
mind of a fentence of the mod ancient of the heathea 
divines, that you men are acquainted withal^ 

""Tis wicked with infulting feet to tread 
Upon the monuments of the dead. 

And the intention of the reproof there, is no lefs pro-., 
per for this fubje6l j for it is fpoken to a perfon who 
was proud and infolent againft thofe dead men, to whom 
he had been humble and obedient whilll they lived." 

<* Your highncfs may pleafe (faid I) to add the 
vcri'e that follows, as no lefs proper for this fub- 
jeci : 

Whom God's juft doom and their own (ins have fcnt 
Already to their punifliment. 

But I take this to be the rule in the cafe, that, when 
wc fix any infamy upon deceafed perfons, it ftiould not 
be dune out of hatred to the dead, but out of love and 

charily 
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to the living t that the curfes, which only rew 
1 mcn^t thoughts, and dare not come forth a- 
yranti (becaufe they are tyrants) whilft they 
may at lead be for ever fettled and engraven 
eir memories, to deter all others from the like 
lefs } which elfe, in the time of their foolifli 
ty, the flattery of their own hearts, and of 
en*s tongues, would not fuffer them to perceive, 
on it fo fubtile a tempter, and the corruption of 
nature fo fufceptible of the temptation, that 3 
.n hardly refift it, be he never fo much fore« 
of the evil confequences $ much \tf^ if he And 
/ the concurrence of the prefent, but the appro- 
too of following ages, which have the liberty 
;e more freely. 'I he mifchief of tyranny is too 
yen in the Ihorteft time that it can continue*; it 
:fs and infupportabic, if the example be to reign 
)d if a Lambert mu(i be invited to follow the 
f a Cromwell, us well by the voice of honour^ 
he fight of power and riches. Though it may 
fome fantaftlcally, yet was it wifely, done of the 
fans, to implead with the forms of their ordi- 
iftice, to condemn and deftroy, even the Aauiet 
heir tyrants : if it were poffible to cut them out 
iftory, and to extinguifli their very names, lam 
ion that it ought to be done ; but, fince they 
t behind them too deep wounds to be ever clofed 
out a fear, at leaft let us fet fuch a mark upoii 
emory, that men of the fame wicked inclina* 
ay be tto Ici'g aifiigUtcd with their lafting igno- 

miny. 
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miny:, than enticed by their momentary glories. And^ 
that your highneff may perceiTPs that I fpeak not aD 
this out of any private animoiity agaiuft the perTon of 
the late proteflor^ I afliire you, upon my faith» that I 
bear no more hati-ed to his name^ than I do to that of 
Darius or SylJa, who never did rae, or any fricod of 
tnincy the leaft injury j** and with that, traniported bj 
a holy fury, I fell into this fydden rapture : 

Curft be the man (what do I wifli ? as though 

The wretch already were not ^ \ 
But curft on let him be) who thinks it brave 

And great, his countrey * to enflare ; 

Who feeks to overpoife alone 

The balance of a nation \ 

Againft the whole but naked ftate. 
Who in his own light fcale makes up with arms tbs 
weight : 

Who of his nation loves to be the firil^ 

Though at the rate of being worftj 
Who would be rather a great monger, than 

A well -proportioned man. 

The fon of earth with hundred hands 

Upon his three-pird mountain (lands, 

* Countrey'] This word, in the fenfe of patriae or as 
including in it the idea of a ciwl conftitutton^ is alway9 
ipelt by Mr. Cowley, I obferve, with an # before jr,— 
countj^y j-!-in the fenfe of r«/, without an /-—country; 
and this diftin£lion, for the fake of perfpicuity, may ^ 
worth prefcrving, H% 

TilJ 
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Till tlninder (Irikeft him from the iky { 
The fon of earth again in his carth^s womb does He. 

What bloody confiifion, ruin, to obtain 

A fliort and miferable reign ! 
Iq what oblique and creeping wife 

Does the mifchitvous fcrpent rife! 

But even his forked tongue flrikes dead : 

When he has rearM up his wicked head. 

He murders with his mortal frown ; 
A bafiliflc he grows, if once he get a crown. 

But DO guards can cppofe alTaulting fears, 

Or undermining tears, 
Do more than doors or clofe- drawn curtains keep 

The fwarming di^ams out, when we ilccp. 

That bloody confcience, too, of his" 

(For, oh, a rebel red- coat 'tis) 

Does here his early hell begin. 
He fees his (laves without, his tyrant fy^ls within, 

Lttf gracious God ! let never more thine hand 

Lift up this rod againft our land! 
A tyrant is a i-od and fcrpent too, 

A%d brings worfe plagues than Egypt knew. 

What rivers fta:n*d with blood have been ! 

What ftorm an^l hiiii-ihot have we I'ccn! 

What fores deformM the ulcerous Hate ! 
What darknefs, to be felt, has buried us of late I 

Hmr has it fnatchM our flocks and herds avray ! 
Aih4 944c €?eD of our foas a prey ! 

^ What 
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What croaking fcfts and vermin has it fcnt. 

The rcftlcfs nation to torment ! 

What greedy troops, what armed power 

Of flies and locufts^ to devour 

The land, which cvei-y where they fill ! 
Nor fly they, Lord ! away j no, they devour it ftill. 

Come tlic eleventh plagYic, rather than this (hoold be; 

Coinc link us rathtr in the fea. / 

Come rather pcftilcnce, and reap us down; 

Come Cod's fwonl rather than our own. 

Let rather Roman come again. 

Or Saxon, Korman, or the Dane : 

In all the bonds we ever bore. 
We griev'djwe figh'd, we wept j we never bl*fliM, 
bit'ore. 

If by our fins the divine juftice be 

Cali'd to this laft extremity. 
Let Ibmc denouncing Jonas firft be fcnt. 

To try, if England can repent. 

Mctliinks, at ieaft, fume prodigy. 
Some dreadful comet from on high. 

Should terribly forewarn the earth. 
As of good princes dcatli, fo of a tyrant^s birth.*' 

Here, the fpirit of verfe beginning a little to faili I 
ftopt : and his highnefs, fmiling, fuid, << I was glad to 
fee you engaged in the cnclofure of metre j for, if yoo 
had flaid in the open plain of declaiming againfrthe 
mrord tyrant; I muft have bad patience for half a^loien 

^ hQuny 
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iri| till you had tired yourfelf as well as me. But 
r, countryman, to avoid this fcjomachy, or imagi- 
f combat with words, let me know. Sir, what you 
n by the name of tyrant, for I remember that, 
.ng your ancient authors, not only all kings, but 
I Jupiter bimfelf (your jwvans pater) is fo termed ; 

perhaps, as it was ufed formerly in a good fenfe^ 
r (hall find it, upon better confideration, to be ftill . 
M>d thing for the benefit and peace of mankind j at . 
r, it will appear whether your interpretation of it. 
' be juftly applied to the perfon, who is now the 
eft of our difcourfe.'* 

I call him (faid I) a tyrant, who either intrudes 
felf forcibly into the government of his fellow-ci-, 
08 without any legal authority over them 5 or who, 
ing a juft title to the government of a people, abufes 
) the dcftrudlion or tormenting of them. So that 
ryrants are at the fame time ufui*pers, either of the 
>lc, or at leaft of a part, of that power which they 
me to themfelves j and no lefs are they to be ac- 
Qted rebels, fmce no man can ufurp authority over 
rrs, but by rebelling againft them who had it before, 
t leaft againft thofe laws which were his fuperiors j 

in all thefe fenfes, no hiftory can afford us a more 
lent example of tyranny, or more out of all poflibi- 

of excufe or palliation, than that of the perfon 
»ni you are pleafed to defend ; whether we coniider 
reiterated rebellions againft all his fuperiors, or his 
rpation of the fuprcme power to himfelf, or his ty- 
iy in the cxcrcife of it« and, if lawful princes have, 
OL. II. Q^ been 
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b{-*n cftccmc:! tyrints, by not containing themfclves 
wit!. in the bound 4 of thrifc laws which have been left 
t*i* Til, ?.* :• ? fj.f.tre of their authority, by their fore- 
f.ith'r-, v/!:it ::.:■,; I v/'j /'.y of that man, who, having 
by ri^ht r.o jiov/er at :i!! in this nation, could not con- 
1-fir Li(r.f;,.'f with that which had fatisfied the moft 
ZTih'iV.iiiw '.four princes ? nay, not with thofc vaftly 
. JCTcr.dtd i:rT'.:f; cf fcvcri.i;:nty, which he (difdaining 
:.II ihnt li'j'I \'.-':n |,r:fc!ibcfl and obferved before) wai 
I'ltriH-d (out of t;r*-i^ inwlcfty) to fct to lumfelf ; not 
2 0:1?.;.-.!.'):: fi'-'m rtb' :i Ion and ufurpation even agaiaft 
Mt gv/;, li-.vs, as v/cll as tholt of the nation •" 

«' lIoM, fiitf.d, (f.iid his highnefs, pulling me by 
iixy aiui) for I f*;'.: yo-ii zeal is ti-anfporting youagaini 
v.ij'ih'.: The j.;c/cc!or v/{.rc; a tyrant in the exorbitant 
i ync\f\: of Ji,-, pov/ti, ^vf; lirul itt anon ; it is requifitc 
TO ' /.:m:ir.o, f.i rt, whether he were fo in the ufuipatioo 
cf it. Ar.d I f.y, tl.^t net only he, but no roan elfc, 
rv'i v/:.', r.r c.iu be fo j anfl that for thefc reafoDi. 
! ::.'t, i/.c:;ife nlJ power he'-ony^s only to God, who H 
i;.i; I';ui':c and founiH-n of it, as kings are of all 
h'/T./- M ", ill 1 ■; :ii- cloini.iioiiS. Princes arc but his vicc- 
loy. :'.! lh'.- JJtrl" i>ro-. Ir.r's of tiiis v/orld ; and to forae 
h«; (MV'.s :i .ir pl':C'.s for a icw years, to fome for their 
live,, Mi'l to otli'.rs (i.^»on (iid*. or defcrt? bcft known 
to Iilrnrdi', or ii-.':i';jy fur hid undifputablc good plea^ 
fv.iL) h': iyuffowii, ui it were, lc«rv;s upon them, and 
t};jir p(/!j illy, for fuch a date of time as is prefixed 
in ihat patent of their deflinv, wliich is not legible to 
yoii men below. Nciihtr is it mgic unlawful for 

Oliver 
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r to fifcceed Charles in the kingdom of England, 

God Co difpofes of it, than it had been for him 
ire fucceeded the Lord Strafford in the lieutenancy 
land, if he had been appointed to it by the king 
reigning. Men are in both the cafes obliged to 
him whom they fee busily invefted with thg 
rity, by that fovereign from whom he ought to 
s ity without difputing or examining the caufes, 

of the removal of the one, or the preferment of 
her. Secondly, becaufe all power is attained, 

by the ele6lion and confent of the people (and 
akes away your obje6lion of forcible intrufion) j 
fe by a conqueft of them (and that gives fuch a, 

authority as you mention to be wanting in the 
ation of a tyrant) ; fo that either this title is right, 
lien there are no ufurpers, or elfe it is a wrong one, 
hen there are none elfe but ufurpers, if you exa- 
the original pretences of the princes of the world, 
ily (which, quitting the difpute in general, is 
dcular juftiiication of his highnefs) the govern- 
of England was totally broken and diffolved, and 
gui/licd by the confufions of a civil war 5 fo that his 
lefs could not be accufed to have poiTeffed himfeif 
itly of the ancient building of the commonwealth, 
have prudently and peaceably built up a new 
lut of the ruins and afhes of the former ; and he, 
after a deplorable (hipwreck, can with extraor- 
y induftry gather together the difperfed and 
m planks and pieces of it, and with no lefs 
icrfttl art and felicity fo rejoin them^ as to make a 
Qji new 
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new vefle] more tight and beautiful than the old one^ 
defervet, no doubt, to have the command ot* her (evea 
as his highnefs had) by the deHre of the feamen and' 
paflengers themfeives. And do but conHder, laftlf 
(for I omit a multitude of weighty things^ that might 
be fpoken u|)on this noble argument) do but confider 
fenoudy and impartially with yourfelf, what admirable 
parts of wit and prudence, what indefatigable diligence 
and invincible courage, muft of necefTity have con- 
curred in the perfon of that man, who, from fo con* 
tcmptible beginnings (as I obferved before), and 
through fo many thoufand difficulties, was able not 
only to make himfelf the greatcft and moft abfolate 
monarch of this nation, but to add to it the entire 
cunqucll of Ireland and Scotland (which the whole 
force of the world, joined with the Roman virtue, 
could never attain to) ; and to crown all this with 
illultrioiis and heroical undertakings and fucccffet 
upon all our foreign enemies t do but (I fay again) 
confider this, and you will confefs, that his prodi* 
pious merits were a better title to imperial dignity^ 
than the blood of an hundred royal progenitors j and 
will rather lament that he lived not to overcome more 
n:itions, than envy him the conqueft and dominion 
of thefc/* 

** Whoever you are, faid I (my indignation 
making me fomewhat bolder) your difcuurfe, me- 
thinks, becomes as little the perfon of a tutelar angel>" 
as CromwelPs aftions did that of a prote6tor. It is 
up:. n thwfc principles, that all the great crimes of the 

world 
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1*14 have jbeen committed, and moft particularly thofe. 
ich I have had the misfortune to fee in my own 
Cy and in my own country. If thefe be to be al- 
'<^9 we muft break up human fociety, retire into 
9d8» and equally there ftand upk>n our guards 
inft our brethren mankind, and our rebels the 
d beafts. For, if there can be no ufurpation upon 
rights of a whole nation, there can be none moft 
tainly upon thofe of a private perfon ; and, if the 
hers of countries be God^s vicegerents, there is no 
ibt but the thieves and banditos, and murderers^ 
his under-officers. It is true which you fay, that 
d is the fource and fountain of all power j and it 
10 lefs true, that he is the creator of ferpents, as 
1 as angels $ nor does his goodnefs fail of its ends, 
n in the malice of his own creatures. What power 
fuflTers the devil to exercife in this world, is too 
orent by our daily experience; and by nothing 
re than the late monftrous iniquities which you dif- 
e for, and patronize in England : but would you 
ir from thence, that the power of the devil is a juti 
[ lawful one ; and that all men ought^ as well as 
ft men do, obey him ? God is the fountain of all 
vers I but fome flow from the rich hand (as it 
-e) of his goodnefs, and others from the left hand 
ills juftice ; and the world, like an ifland between 
fe two rivers, is fometimes refrefhed and nourished 
the one, and fometimes over-run and ruined by the 
er I and (to continue a little farther the allegor}') 
are never overwhelmed with the latter, till, either by 
Q^ our 
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people. It was not then again ft- the people. It is fo 
far from being fo, that even of that party which wai 
btaten, the conqueft did not belong to Cromwell, but 
to tlic parliament which employed him in tbeir fervicff 
or rather indeed to the king and parliament, for whofe 
fervice (if there had been any faith in men*8 vows and 
proteftations) the wars were undertaken. Merciiiil 
liod ! did the right of this miferable conqvieft reoain 
then in his majcdy ; and didft thou fuffer him to be 
deftroyed, with more barbarity than if he had been 
conquered even by Savages and Canibals ? Was it for 
king and parliament that we fought j and has it fared 
with liiem juft as with the army which we fought 
againii, the one part being flain, and the other fled } 
it appears therefore plainly, that Cromwell was not a 
ixucjucroy, but a thief and robber of the rights of 
ilic king and parliament, and an ufurper upon thofc 
of tlitf pL'opIe. I do not here deny conqueft to be foroe- 
tur.cs (though it be very rarely) a true title; but I 
deny this to be a true conquelt. Sure I am, that the 
i.ice of our princes came not in by fuch a one. One 
nation may conquer another fometimes juftly 5 and if 
it be uujulily, yet Hill it is a true conqueft, and they 
U.J to ani'wer for t!ic injullicc only to God Almighty 
(li.ivlr.;; notlxing elf; lu authority above them), and 
nut us particui \r rci)el8 to their country, which is, 
and ouL'i'.t always to be, tlieir fiiperior and their lord. 
If perliaps we find ufurpation inilead of conqueft in the 
CI iginr.l titks of fome royal families abroad (as no 
<l«/.'jt liivre have been many uiurpers before ours, 

though 
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you pleafe^ argue it more calmly than the cafe dc* 
Fet* 

The right, certainly, of conqueft can only be exercifcd 
on thofc againii whom the war is declared, and 
i Ti^ory obtained. So that no whole nation can be 
4 to be conquered, but by foreign force. In all 
riJ wars, men are fo far from itating the quarrel 
lainft their country, that they do it only againft m 
Hon, or party, which they really believe, or at leaft 
eteiMl» to be pernicious to it j neitlicr can there be 
ly juft caufe for the <ieftru£Uon of a part of the body. 
It when it is done for the prefervation and fafety of 
€ whole. It is our country that raife« men in the 
larrely our country that arms, our country that paya 
lem, our country that authorizes the undertaking, 
id by that diilinguiflies it from rapine and murder $ 
My, it is our country that dire£ls and commands the 
my, and is indeed their general. So that to fay, iu 
vil wars, that the prevailing party conquers their 
)untry, is to fay, the country conquers itfclf. And, 
* the general only of that party be the conqueror, the 
rmy, by which he is made fo, is no Icfs conquered 
lan the army which is beaten, and have as little rea- 
m to triumph in that victory, by which they lofe 
•oth their honour and liberty. So that, if Cromwell 
onquered any party, it was only that againft which 
\e was fent ; and what that was, mud appear by his 
eommiflfion. It was (fays that) againft a company of 
evil counfellors, and difafFe6led pei'fons, who kept tlu 
king from a good intelligence and conjun6lloii with his 
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people. It was not then again ft- the people. It ii (b 
far from being fo, that even of that party which wai 
hctiten, the conqiicfi did not belong to Cromwell, but 
10 the parliament which employed him in their fcrvice, 
or rather indeed to the king and parliament, for whofe 
l"t:rvice (if there had been any faith in men*8 vowt and 
proteftations) the wars were undertaken. Mercifuf 
liod I did the right of this miferable conqvieft moain 
then in his majcily ; and didft thou fuffierhimtobe 
deftroycd, with more barbarity than if he had been 
conquered even by Savages and Canibals ? Wa» it for 
king and parliament that we fought j and hat it fared 
with them juft as with the army which we fought 
againft, the one part being (lain, and the other fled? 
Jt appears therefore plainly, that Cromwell was not I 
ccnciuerov, but a thief and robber of the rights of 
the king and parliament, and an ufurper upon thoib 
of the people. I do not here deny conqueft to be fomc- 
times (though it be very rarely) a true title 5 but I 
deny this to be a true conquelt. Sure I am, that the 
race of our princes came not in by fiich a one. One 
nation may conciuer another fometimes juftly 5 and if 
it be unjultly, yet Hill it is a true conqueit, and they 
a:i: to anlvver for the injullice only to God Almighty 
(h;ivin;; notning elfe iu authority above them), and 
not as j)articul:ir rebels to their country, which Ut 
and ou^lit always to be, tlieir luperior and their lord* 
]f perhaps we find ufurpation inilcad of conqueft in the 
originr.1 titles of fome royal families abroad (aino 
<i«.'.:bt liivre have been many uiurpers before oufli 

thougb 
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jgh none in fo impudent and execrable a manner), 
I can fay for them is, that their title was very 
:k, till, by length of time, and the death of all 
cr pretenders, it became to be the true, becaufe it 
. the only one. 

Tour third defence of his hi^hnefs (as your high- 
I pleafcs to call him) enters in mod fcafonably after 
pretence of conqtieft « for then a man may fay any 
ig« The government was broken { who broke it ? 
WM difTolvcd ; who diffolVed it } It was extin- 
Aied I who was it, but Cromwell, who not only 
out the light, but caft away even the very fnuff of 
At if a man fliould murder a whole family, and 
n poflefs himfelf of the houfe, becaufe it is better 
t he, than that only rats, ftiould live there. Jefus 
dl (faid I, and at that 'word I perceived my pre- 
ded angel to give a ftart and trembled, but I took 
notice of it, and went on) this were a wicked pre* 
Hon, even though the whole family were deflroyed | 
: the heirs (blcflTed be God !) are yet furviving, and 
:ly to out-livo all heirs of their dirpofTelTors, befidea 
ir infamy. " Rode, caper, vitem, &c." There 
1 be yet wine enougli left for the facrifice of thofc 
d beafts, that have made fo much f]K>il in the vine* 
d. But did Cromwell think, like Nero, to fet the 
r on fire, only that he might have the honour of 
ng founder of a new and more beautiful one f He 
lid not have fuch a Ihadow of virtue in his wicked- 
's I he meant only to rob more fccurely and moi-c 
ily in mid(t «f tlic combuftion } he little thought 
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then that he fliould ever have been able to make him- 
felf mafter of the palace, as well as plunder the goods 
of the commonwealth. He was glad to fee the public 
veiFel (the fovereign of the feas) in as defperate a con- 
dition as his own little canoe, and thought only, witb 
fome fcattered planks of that great (hipwreck, to make 
a better fifherboat for himfelf. But when he faw Hal, 
by the drowning of the mafter (whom he himfdf 
treacheroufly knocked on the head, as he was fwim- 
ming for his life), by the flight and difperfioa of 
others, and cowardly patience of the remaining com- 
pany, that all was abandoned to his pleafurei with 
the old hulk, and new mif-ihapen and difagxteable 
pieces of his own, he made up, with much ado, tint 
piratical vefTcl which we have feen him command, aDd 
which, how tight indeed it was, may bed be judged 
by its perpetual leaking. 

Firft then (much more wicked than thofc foolifii 
daughters in the fable, who cut their old father into 
pieces, in hoj^e by charms and witchciTift to make 
him young and Iiilty again), this man endeavoured to 
deftroy the buiiding, before he could imagine in whit 
manner, with v/hat materials, by what workmen, or 
what architcdi, it was to be rebuilt. Secondly, if he 
had dreamed himftlf to be able to revive that body 
which he had killed, yei it had been but the infuji- 
portable infoicnce of an ignorant mountebank ; aoJ 
thirdly (which concerns us ncarell), that very w^'f 
thing, wliich he made out of t])c ruins of the old, is 
no more like the original^ cither for beauiy, ufe, or 

ilijiativ/n; 
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tton» than «n arti^cial plant, rtii*ed by the iire of 
mailtf is oompanibie to the tnie tnd natural one 
h be itfft bumt» that out of the afties of k 
ight produce an impeifef^ iimiiitode of hit OWA 

■g. 

Mir laft argument is fuch (when reduced to fyU 
m), that the major propofition of it would make 
g« work in the worlds if it were recetvdl for 
\ i to wit| that he who has the beft parts ia a 
>n» baa the right of being king over it. We ha4 
gh to do here of old with the contention between 
branches of the fame family i what would become 
iS| when tvtry man in England fliould lay hit 
n to the government ? And truly, if Cromwell 
Id have commenced his plea, when he ftems to 
I begun his ambition, there were few perfons be« 
, that might not at the fame time have put in 
s too. But his defertt, I fuppofc, you will date 
i the fame tei-m that I do his great demerits, tliat 
from the beginning of our late calamities (for, as 
his private faults before, I can only wilh, and 
with as much charity to him as to the public^ 
he had continued in them till his death, rather 
I changed them for thofc of his latter days) ; and 
efoi'c we mult begin the conlidcration of his greatnetii 
n the unlucky aeia of our own misfortunes ; which 
i me in mind of what was faid lefs truly of Pompcy 
Great, ** Noftia mifcria magnus cs."* But, be* 
i'c the general ground of your argumentation con- 
\ itt this, that all men who are effe^cra of extraor- 
dinary 
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dinaxy mutations in the worlds muft needs have extra- 
ordinary forces of nature, by which they are enabled 
to turn about, as they pleafe, fo great a whed ; I 
ihall fpeak firft a few words upon this univerfal propo- 
fition, which feems fo reafonable, and is fo popular, 
before I defcend to the particular examination of the 
eminences of that perfon which is in queftion. 

I have often obferved (with all fubmiifion and re- 
fignation of^ fpirit to the infcrutable myfteries of £ter« 
jial Providence), that when the fulneft and maturity 
.of time is come, that produces the great coofufiont 
and changes in the world, it ufually pleaies God to 
make it appear^ by the manner of them, that they are 
not the effedls of human force or policy, bat of the 
divine juftice and predeftination i and, though we fee 
a man, like that which we call Jack of the clock- 
houfe, ftriking, as it were, the hour of that fulnefs of 
time, yet our reafon muft needs be convinced, that 
the hand is moved by fome fecret, and, to us who 
(land without, invifible direction. And the ftream of 
the current is then fo violent, that the ftrongeft men 
in the world cannot draw up againft it ; and none 
are Co weak, but they may fail down with it. Thefe 
are the fpring-tides of public affairs, which we fee 
often happen, but feek in vain to difcover any certain 
caufes : 

— Omnia fluminis 
RItu fenmtur, nunc medio alveo 
Cum pace dclabentis Etrufcum 
In mare^ nunc lapides adefosj 

Stirpefquc 
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l>tirp<;rque raptas, 8c pecus 8c domoi 
Volventiii unsl, non fine montium 
Clamore, vicinaeque fylvx j 
Cum fera diluvics quictos 
Irritat amnes. Hor. 3 Carm. xxix, 

Vnd one man then, by malicloufly opening all the 
ces that he can come at, can never be the fole au- 
r of all this (though he may be as guilty as if 
ly he were, by intending and imagining to be fo) ^ 
it is God that breaks up the flood-gates of fo ge- 
i\ a deluge, and all the art then and induftry of 
ikind is not fufHcicnt to raifc up dikes and ram-' 
ts againft it. In fuch a time it was as this, that 
all the wifdom and power of the Roman fenate, 
the wit and eloquence of Cicero, nor the courag^ 
k virtue of Brutus, was able to defend their coun- 
, or themfelves, againft the unexperienced raninefs 
i beardlefs boy, and the loofe rage of a voluptuous 
dman. The valour and prudent counfcls on the one 
arc made fruitlefs, and the errors and cowardice 
the other harmlcfs, by uncxpcflcd accidents. The 
general favcs his life, and gains the whole world, 
a very dream ; and the other lofes both at once, by 
:ile miftake of the (hortncfs of his fight. And though 
( be not always fo, for wc fee that, in the tranfla- 
1 of the great monarchies from one to another, it 
afed God to make choice of the moft eminent men 
nature, as Cyrus, Alexander, Scipio and his con- 
iporarics, for his chief inllrumcnts and aflors in fo 
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admirable a work (the end of this being, not only to 
deftroy or punlfli one nation, which may be done by 
the worft of mankind, hut to exalt and blefs another, 
which is only to be cffc6led by great and virtuous per- 
fons) ; yet, when God only intends the temporary cbaf- 
tifemcnt of a people, he docs not raife up his fcnrant 
Cyrus (as he himfclf is pleafcd to call him), or an A- 
Icxandcr (who had as many virtues to do good, as vicei 
to do harm ; but he makes the Maflanellosy and the 
Johns of Lcyden, the instruments of his vengeance, 
that the power of the Almighty might be more evident 
by the weaknefs of the means which he choofes to dt* 
mon (Irate it. He did not aflTcmble the ferpents and the 
nionfters of Afric, to corrtil the pride of the Egyp- 
tians I but called for his armies of locufts out of JEthi- 
opia, and fcnned new ones of vermin out of the very 
diiitj and becaufc you lee a whole country deftroyed 
by thefii, will you argue from thence they muft needs 
have had both the craft of foxes, and the courage of 
lions ? 

It is eafy to apply this general obfervation to the 
particular cafe of our troubles in England : and that 
they feem only to be meant for a temporary chaftife- 
ment of our fins, and not for a total abolifhmcnt of tbt 
old, and introdu6lion of a new government, appcan 
probable to me from tliefe confidcrations, as far as wc 
may be bold to make a judgment of the will of God A 
future events, Firft, becaufe he has fuOcred nothiflgto 
fettle or take root in the place of that, which hadi 
been fo unwifcly and,unjuftly removed, that none of 

tbcib 
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untempered mortai-s can hold out againft the next 
of wind» nor any ftonc fiick to a ftone, till that 
h thefe fbolifli builders have refufed be made again 
lead of the comer. For, when the indifpofed and 
-tormented commonwealth hat wearied and fpont 

almoft to nothing, witli the chargeable, various, 
langefoit» eiiperiments of feveral mountebanks, it 
be fuppofed, it will have the wit at laft to fend for 
le phyfician, efpecially when it fees (which is the 
id confideration) moft evidently (a» it now begins 
>, and will do every day more and more, and might 
t don« perfeOly long iince} that no uforpation 
ler what name or pretext foever) can be kept up 
out open force, nor force without the continuance, 
hoie oppreffions upon the people, which will at laft 
out their patience, though it be great even to fhi- 
cy. They cannot be fo dull (when poverty and 
g;er begins to whet their underftanding) as not to 
out this no extraordinary myftery, that it is mad« 

in a nation to pay three millions a year for the 
Dtaining of their fervitude under tyrants, when they 
ht live free for nothing under their princes. This, 
y, will not always lie hid, even to the (lowed capa« 
ts I and the next truth they will difcover afterwards 
that a whole people can never have the will, with- ' 
having at the fame time the power, to redeem them* 
es. Thirdly, it does not look (methinks) as if 
d had forfakcn the family of that man, from whom 
hu raiiiDd up five children, of as eminent virtue, and 
other conunemUblc qualitiof ^ m ever lived perhaps 

(for 
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(for fo many together, and To young) in any other fa-' 
inily in the whole world. Efpccially, if we add hereto 
this confideration, that by protecting and prfferving 
ionic of them already through as great dangers as ever 
were paft with fufety, either by prince or private perfon, 
he has given them already (as we may reafonably hope 
it to be meant) a promife and earned of his future fa- 
vours. And laftly (to return clofcly to the difcourie 
fioni which I have a little digreflfed) becau/e I fee no- 
thing of thofe excellent parts of nature, and mixture 
of merit with their vices, in the late difturbers of our 
})eacc and happinefs, that ufes to be found in the per- 
funs of thofe who are bom for the cre6lion of new em- 
pires. 

And, I confefs, I find nothing of that kind, no not 
any fliadow (taking away the falfc light of fome prof- 
pciiiy) in the man whom you extol for the firft exam- 
ple of it. And certainly, all virtues being rightly di- 
viilcd into moral and inlclleihial, I know not how we 
can better judge of tlic former, than by men's aflionsj 
or of the latter, than by their writings or fpeechcs. As 
for thcfc latter (which are leaft in merit, or rather which 
are only the inllrunKnts t)f mifchief, where the other 
juc wanting) 1 think you can hardly pick out the name 
of a man who ever was called great, befides him we are 
now fptaking of, who never left the memory behind 
him of one wife or witty apophthegm even amongft his 
d.>nicllic fervants or greateit flattcrei-s. That little in 
|.iint, which remains upon a fad record for him, isfuch, 
Ai d fatirc a^jainlt hiin would not have made him fay* 

for 
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•ar €i£ tranfgrelling too much the rules of probabi- 

I know not what you can produce for the julti- 
on of his parts in this kind, but his having been 
to deceive fo many particular perfons, and fo ma« 
hole parties ; which if you pleafe to take notice of 
ie advantage of his intellectuals, I defire you to 
r me the liberty to do fo too when I am to fpeak of 
Dorals. The tinith of the thing is this, that if 

be wifdom, and diffimulation wit (affifted both 
improved with hypocrifies and perjuries), I muft 
leny hira to have been fingular in both j but fo 
) was the manner in which he made ufe of them, 
f as wife men ought not to have believed him at 
fo no man was fool enough to believe him at laft: 
ler did any man feem to do it, but thofe who 
ight they gained as much by that diffembling, as 
.id by his. His very a£J:ings of godlinefs grew at 
as ridiculous, as if a player, by putting on a gown, 
lid think he reprefented excellently a woman, tho* 
beard at the fame time were feen by all the fpe^a- 
, If you a(k me, why they did not hifs, and ex- 
le him off the ftage ; I can only anfwer, that they 
I not do fo,,becaufe the a^ors and the door-keepers 
e too ftrong for the company.. I muft confefs that 
thefe arts (how grofsly foever managed, as by hy- 
ritical praying and filly preaching, by unmanly 
s and whinings, by falfehoods and perjuries even 
»olical) he had at firft the good^fortune (as men 
it, that is, the ili-fortune) to attain his ends 5 but 
asbecaufe his ends were fo uareafonable, ^at no 
'•OX*. II. R human 
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human reafon could forefee them $ which mide t 

who had to do with him, believe, that he was rat] 

well-meaning and deluded bigot, than a crafty aad 

liciout impoftor : that thefe arts were helped by a 

defatigable induftry (as you term it), I am fo far 

doubting, that I intended to objefl that diligenc 

the worft of his crimes. It makes me almoft 

when I hear a man commended for his diligen 

wickednefs. If I were his fon, 1 fhould wifh to 

he had been a more lazy perfon, and that we i 

have found him fleeping at the hours when other 

are ordinarily waking, rather than waking for 

rods of his when other men were ordinarily a 

How diligent the wicked are, the Scripture ofter 

us, ** Their feet nm to evil, and they make hai 

«* fhcd innocent blood,'* Ifai. lix. 7. «« He t 

** with iniquity," Pfal. vii. 14. " He devifeth 

« chief upon his'bed," Pfal. xxxiv, 4. «« They i 

•* out iniquity, they accomplifh a dilip:ent fea 

Pfal. Ixiv. 6. and in a multitude of other places. 

would it not ieem ridiculous, to praife a wolf ft 

watchfulnefs, and for his indefatigable induft 

ranging all night about the country, whilft the 

and perhaps the Ihepheid, and perhaps the ver) 

tco, are all afleep ? 

The Chartreux wants the warning of a bell 
"Tl'o call him to the duties of his cell 5 
There needs no noife at all t' awaken fin, 
Th' adulterer and the thief his larum has witb 
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ndy if the diligence of wicked perfons be To much 
blamed, as that it is only an enipha£s and exag- 
ion of their wickednefs, I fee not how their cou* 
can avoid the (ame cenfure. If the undertaking 
f and vafty and unreafonable defigns can deferve 
honourable name, I am Aire, Faux and his fellow 
K>wder friends, will have caufe to pretend, though 
an equal, yet at leaft the next place of honour ; 
yer can I doubt but, if they too had fucceeded, they 
Id have found their applauders and admirers. It 
bold unque^onably for a roan in defiance of all 
an and divine laws (and with fo little probability 
long impunity), fo publicly and fo outrageoufly to 
der his mafter ; it was bold with £o much infolence 
affront to expel and difperfe all the chief partners 
is guilt, and creators of his power ; it was bold to 
ite fo openly and fo fcornfuUy all a6ls and confU* 
ms of a nation, and afterwards even of his own 
Jag i it was bold to aiTume the authority of call- 
and bolder yet of breaking, fo many parliaments ; 
as bold to trample upon the patience of his own, 
provoke that of all neighbouring countries ; it was 
i, I fay, above all boldneifes, to ufurp this tyranny 
imfelf ; and impudent above all impudences, to en- 
rour to tranfmit it to his poftcrity. But all this 
inefs is fo far from being a (ign of manly courage 
lich dares not tianfgrefs the rules of any other vir- 
), that it is only a demonftration of brutifb madnefs 
liabolical pofleffion. In both which laft cafes there 
irequent examples to appear, of fuch extraordinary 
R a force 
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force as may juftly feem more wonderful and aftonifliing 
than the aflions of Cromwell ; neither is it ftrangcr to be- 
lieve that a whole nation (hould not be able to govon 
him and a mad army, than that five orfix men fliouldnot 
be ftrong enough to bind a diftrafVed girl. There is no 
man ever fucceeds in one wickednefs, but it gives him 
the boldnefs to attempt a greater. It was boldly done 
•f Nero to kill his mother, and all the chief nobility of 
the empire ; it was boldly done, to fct the metropolis 
of the whole world on fire, and undauntedly play upoa 
his harp whilft he faw it burning j I could reckon tip 
five hundred boldnefles of that great perfon (for why 
ihould not he, too, be called Co ?) who wanted, when 
he was to die, that courage which could hardly hare 
failed any woman in the like neceflity. 

It would look (I muft confcfs) like envy, or too 
much partiality, if I Oiould fay that perfonai kind of 
courage had been deficient in the man we fpeak of j I 
am confident it was not : and yet I may venture, I 
think, to affirm, that no man ever bore the honour of 
fo many vi£lones, at the rate of fewer wounds and 
dangers of his own body ; and though his valour might 
perhaps have given him a juft prctcnfion to one of the 
firft charges in an army, it could not certainly be a fuf- 
flcient ground for a title to the command of three 
nations. 

What then fhall we fay ? that he did all this by 
witchcraft ? He did fo, indeed, in a great mcafure, by 
a fin that is called like it in the Scriptures. But, truly 
and unpafiTionateiy rcfle^ing upon the advantages of 

hli 
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erforiy which flight be thought to have produced 
of his fortune, I can cfpy no other but extraor- 
-y diligence and infinite diiTimulation ; and believe 
'as exalted above his nation, partly by his own 
s, but chiefly for ours. 

e have brought him thus briefly (not through all 
ibyrinths) to the fupreme ul'urped authority] and 
ife you fay it was great pity he did not live to com- 
1 more kingdoms, be plcafed to let me rcprel'ent to 
in a few words, how well I conceive he governed 
. And wc will divide the confideration into that 
s foreign and domeftic a6^ions. The firft of his 
^, was a peace with our brethren of Holland (who 
the firft of our neighbours that God chaftifed for 
ig had fo great a hand in the encouraging and a* 
ig our troubles at honic) : who would not imagine 
ft glTmpfe that this hail been the moft virtuous and 
ible deed, that his whole lite could have made uny 
le of? but no man can look upon all the circumr 
cs, without perceiving, that it wag purely the i;ilc 
acrificing of the greatcft advantages that this coun- 
ould ever hope, and was ready to reap, from a fo- 
i war, to the private interefts of his covctoufncl's 
ambition, and the i'ecurity of his new and unl'ct- 
ifurpation. No fooncr is that danger pa(i, but thii 
us Pacificus is kindling a fire in the northern 
d, and carrying a war two thoufand miles off wclt- 
Is. Two millions a year (befidcji all the vales of 
•roteftorftiip) is as little capable to fuflice now ci- 
his avarice or prodigality, as the two hundred 
R 3 pouuda 
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pounds were, that he was bora to. He muSt hare hi 
prey of the whole Indies both by fea and land, thi 
great alligator* To fatisfy onr Anti-Solomon (wh 
has made Giver almoft as rare as gold, and gold as pn 
cious ftones in his new Jenifalem) we muft go, ti 
thoufand of his (laves, to fetch htm riches from his fan 
taftical Ophir. And, becaufe his flatterers brag of bia 
as the moll fortunate prince (the Fauftus, as well a 
Sylla, of our nation, whom God never forfook in aiv 
of his undertakings), ~I defire them to confider, how 
fmce the Englifh name was ever heard of, it never n 
ceived fo great and fo infamous a blow as under th 
imprudent conduct of this unlucky Fauftus i and here 
in let me admire the juftice of God in this circuraftanec 
that they who had enflaved their countrey (though 
great army, which I wi{h may be obferved by oor 
with trembling), fhould be fo (hamcfully defeated b] 
the hands of forty flaves. It was very ridiculous to fe 
how prettily they endeavoured to hide this ignominj 
under the great name of the conqueft of Jamaica; a; 
if a defeated army fhould have the impudence to brag 
afterwards of the vliSlory, becaufe, though they W 
iled out of the field of battle, yet they quartered that 
night in a village of the enemies. The wnr with Spair 
was a neceflary confequcnce of this folly j and ho» 
much we have gotten by it, let the cuitom-howfc ant 
exchange inform you ; and, if he pleafc to boaft of lh< 
taking a part of the filver fleet (which indeed nobod) 
elle but he, who was the fole gainer, has caufe to do) 
at Icaft, let him give I-^ave to the reft of the natioi 

(vihicl 



OF OLIVER CROMWELL. 447 
(whiph is the only lofer) to complain of the lofs of 
twelve hundred of her (hips. 

But becaule it may here perhaps be anfwered, that 
hisfncce^ nearer home have extinguiihed the difgrace 
«f fo remote mifcarriages, and that Dunkirk ought 
more to be remembered for his glory, than St. Do- 
muDgo for his difadvantage ; I mud confefs, as to the 
honour of the English courage, that they were not 
wanting upon that occafion (excepting only the fault 
of fenring at ieaft indireftly again ft their mafter), to 
the upholding of the renown of their warlike anceftors. 
But for his particular fhare of it, who fate ftill at home, 
aad expofed them fo frankly abroad, I can only fay, 
that, for lefs money than he in the Hiort time of his 
reign eza£led from his fellow »fubje61s, fome of our 
former princes (with the daily hazard of their own per- 
ions) have added to the dominion of England, not only 
one town, but even a greater kingdom thanitfelf. And 
this being all confiderable as concerning his enterprizes 
abroad, let us examine, in the next place, how much 
we owe htm for his jufHce and good government at home. 

And, firft, he found the commonwealth (as they theij 
called it) in a ready (lock of about 8oo,coo pounds ; he 
left the commonwealth (as he had the impudent raillery 
ftill to call it) fome two millions and an half in debt. 
He found our trade very much decayed indeed, in com- 
parifon of the golden times of our late princes ; he left 
it as much again more decayed than he found it t and 
yet not only no prince in England, but no tyrant in the 
worlds ever fought out more bafe or infamous means to 
K 4. railc 
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raile monies. I (hall only inftance in one that he put 
in pra£lice, and another that he attempted, but wu 
frighted from the execution (even he) by the infamy of 
it. That which he put in pra£lice wat decimation * } 
which was the moft impudent breach of all public faith 
that the whole nation had given, and all private capi- 
tulations which himfelf had made, as the nation*s ge- 
neral and fervant, that can be found out (I believe) ia 
all hiftory, from any of the moft barbarous generals of 
the moft barbarous people. Which, becaufe it has beta 
moft excellently and moft largely laid open by a whole 
book written upon that fubjc6t, I (hall only deiire yoo 
here to remember the thing in general, and to be pleaicd 
to look upon that author, when you would recolIe£l all 
the particulars and circumftances of the iniquity. Tke 
other defign, of raifing a prefent fum of money, which 
he violently purfued, but durft not put in executioo, 
was by the calling in and eftabliiliment of the Jews aC 
London ; from which he was rebuted by the univerial 
outcry of the divines, and even of the citizens too, who 
took it ill, that a confiderable number at leaft amopgft 
themfelves were not thought Jews enough by their 
own Herod. And for this defign, they fay, he in- 
vented (oh Antichrift! non^ov andennii^ocO to fell St* 
Paul's to them for a fynagogue, if their purfes and de* 
votions could have reached to the purchase. And thiif 

• By decimation, is here meant, not the putting to 
death of every tenth man (which is the ufual fcnlif of 
this term), but the levying of the tenth fenny on the ef- 
tates of the Royalifts. The word is fo ufcd by Sir J. 
Denham« H* 

indeed, 



OF OLIVER CROMWELL. 149 
leedy if he had done only to reward that nation, 
ich had given the firft noble example of crucifying 
!tr king, it might have had fome appearance of gra- 
ide : but he did it only for love of their mammon ; 
1 virould have fold afterwards for as much more St. 
tcr's (even at his own Weftminfter) to the Turks for 
nofquito. Such was his extraordinary piety to God, 
It he defired he might be worfhiped in all manners, 
cepting only that heathenifh way of the Common- 
lyer book. But what do I fpeak of his wicked in«- 
3tions for getting money j when every penny, that 

* almoft five years he took every day from every man 
iog in England, Scotland, and Ireland, was as much 
)bery, as if it bad been taken by a thief upon the 
l^hways? Was it not Co ? or can any man think that 
omwell, witli the aillilance of his forces and mofs* 
lopers, had more right to the command of all men's 
rfes, than he might have had to any one's, whom he 
d met and been too ilrong for upon a road ? And 
t, when this came, in the cafe of Mr, Coney *, to be 
Tputed by a legal trial, he (which was the higheft a6): 
tyranny that ever was feen in England) not only dif- 
uraged and threatened, but violently imprifoned the 
unfel of the plaintiff $ that is, he (hut up the law it* 
f clofe prifoner, that no man might have relief from, 
accefs to it. And it ought to be remembered, that 
IS was done by thofe m.en, who a few years before 
d fo bitterly decried, and openly oppofed, the king's 

• Which the reader may fee in Lord Clarendon, 
R. vol. iii. M9 jP. 50&. H. 

regular 
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regular anii formal way of proctcdtng 
little fliip-money. 

But, though wt loft the ttenefit of i 
|uftiee, it cannot be denied that he f 
and fttch they werei that as no virtuo 
would, (6 no ill one durft, ere6(. Whs 
To many huudred yean under fuch 
at hae been able regularly to puniih 
fended agatnft it { and is it fo deficic 
wa mutt ieek out new ways how to pr 
fenders f The reafon, which can only 
cure for a neccfTity of thit, is, becaufc 
now made crimes, which were neve 
former ages $ and there muft needs be 
lip to puniih that, which all the old * 
to prpted and reward, iitit I am fo f 
iii(>; (us you call if) a^^ainft thclc wicl 
U I fhoiiU! undertake to <lo, I Oiould 
peroration)) that you ice I only gi\ 
fiw, and pafs over the reft, h« thinp;* i 
to l)c nunilxred, and mult only l>c v 
■Let any man (hew mc (for, though I pn 
rcidinf^, I will dify liim in nil hiito 
<l»i;w me (I fty) an example of any m 
(though murli ;;itatcr than onr^), \ 
in f lir i\y\cv of four ycain, been made 
iKis, only our of tlic endUTs jcaloufie: 
puilty ima'^iiKition. I jp-.mt you, l 
byllu, an(| tin* ;tc('ui-r(il tiiumviratc 
myrc pto|,lc ly iU.it Ii j but the rcwfon 



OP OLIVER CROMWELL. 151 

becaufe in thofe times ^at had a mixture of fome 
«r with their ihadnefs, they thou^^t it a more 
rersnge againft a Roman » tx> take away hit life, 

to talce away his liberty. But truly ki the poist 
nirder too, we hare little reafon tp think that our 
tyranny has been deficient to the examples that 
ever been fet it in other countries. Our judges 
ovr courts of jufike have not been idle : and« to 

the whole reign of our late king (till the beg^n- 

of the war)» in which no drop of blood was ever 
n but &om two or three ears, I think the longeft 
of our worft princes fcarce faw many more execu- 
te than the (hort one of our bleft reformer. And 
iw, and fmelt in our open ftreets (as I marked to 
at firft) the broiling of human bowels as a burnt'** 
ing of a fweet favour to our idol $ but all murder* 

and all torturing (though after the fubtileft in- 
ioA of his piTdeceflbrs of- Sicily) is more humane 
more fnpportable, than his felling of ChriiUans> 
liihmen, gentlemen ; his felling of them (oh mon- 
s ! oh incredible) to be flaves in America. If 
vholt life could be reproached with no other a^^ion, 
:hif alone would weigh down all the multiplicity 
rimes in any of our tyrants ; and I dare only touch, 
lOut ^pping" or infixing upon, fo infoleot and fo 
rable a cruelty, for fear of falling into fo violent 
ugh a juft) paflion, as would make me exceed that 
>er and moderation,, which I rcfolvc to obferve in 
diicourie with you. 

Thcfc 
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Thcfc arc great calamities ; but even thcfe are not 
the moft infupportable that we have endured; for lb 
it is, that the fcorn, and mockery, and infultingt of a 
encmy^ are more painful than the deepeft woundi of 
his ferious fury. This man was wanton and meny 
(unwittily and ungracefully merry) with our fuffer* 
ings : he loved to fay and do fcnfclefs and fantafticil 
things, only to (hew his jK)wcr of doing or faying any 
thing. It would ill befit mine, or any civil moudii 
to repeat thofc words which he fpoke concerning the 
moft facrcd of our EngliHi laws, the Petition of Right, 
and Magna Ch;irta •, To-day, you /hould fee him 
ranting fo wildly, that nobody durft come near him; 
the morrow, flinging of cufhions, and playing at foow- 
balls, with his frrvants. This month, healTembleia 
parliament, nnd profeffes himfelf with humble tears to 
be only their fervant and their minifter; the next 
month, he fwears by the living God, that he will tun 
them out of doors, and he docs fo, in his princely wajr 
of threatening, bidding them, " Turn the bucklei of 
their girdles behind them/* The reprefcntative of 
whole, nay of three whole nations, was in his cllceai 
fo contemptible :i meeting, that he thought the affront- 
ing and exi)ellini; of them to be a thing of (o little 
confequence, as not to dcferve that he ihould advifc 
with any mortal man about it. What ftiall we call 
this? boldncfs or brutiihnefs? raflincfs or phrenfy' 
There is no name can. conic up to it 5 and therefore w* 

• In tlie cafe of Coney, before mentioned. 

muft 
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: leave it without one. Now a parliament muft 
iiofen in the new manner, next time in the old 
1^ but all cafhiered ftill after the neweil mode, 
he will govern by major-generals, now by one 
e, now by another houfe, now by no houfe 5 now 
reak takes him, and he makes feventy peers -of the 
at one clap {extempore^ and ftans pede in uno) $ 
to manifeft the abfolute power of the potter, 
lioofes not only the worft clay he could find, 
>icks up even the dirt and mire, to form out of 
s ye/Tels of honour. It was faid anciently of 
me, that, when fhe had a mind to be merry and 
vtrt herfelfy {he was wont to raife up fuch kind of 
.e to the higheft dignities. This fon of Fortune, 
iwell (who was himfclf one of the primeft of 
jfts), found out the tiue Imut gouft of this plea- 
and rejoiced in the extravagance of his ways, as 
illeft demonftration of his uncontroulable fove- 
ty. Good God ! What have we feen ? and what 
we fuffered ? what do alll thefe anions fignify ? 
do they fay aloud to the whole nation, but this 
I as plainly as if it were proclaimed by heralds 
gh the ftrcets of London), " You are ilaves and 
Is, and fo I will ufe you V 
efe are briefly a part of thofe merits which you 
\t to have wanted the reward of more kingdoms, 
uppofe that, if he had lived longer, he might 
had them : which I am fo far from concurring to, 
[ believe his feafonable dying to have been a: 
f good-fortune to him, than all the vi£lories and 
3 profperities 
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profperities of his life. For h« feemed evidently 
thinks) to be near the end of hit deceitful glo 
hit own army grew at laft at weary of him at tli 
of the people ; and I never paffed of late befoi 
palace (hit, do I call it ? I aik God and the Iub{ 
don), but I never paflcd of late before Whit 
without reading upon the gate of it, " Mene I 
" Tckcl Upharfm*.'* But it pleafed God to tak 
from the ordinary courts of men, and juries o 
peers, to his own high court of jufticcj which 
more merciful than ours below, there it a little 
yet left for the hope of his friends, if he have 
though the outward unrcpentance of hit death i 
but fmall materials for the work of charity, 
cially if he deHgncd even then to entail his own 
tice upon his children, and, by it, inextricable c 
fions and civil wars upon the nation. But here 
Jaft an end of him. And wheix: *s now the fruit < 
that blood and calamity, which his ambition ha 
the worlds Where is it? Why, his fon (you 
fay) has the whole crop j I doubt, he will /i 
quickly blafted ; I have nothing to fay againl 
gentleman f , or any living of his family j on the 
trary, I wifh him better fortune than lo have a 
and unquiet poiTefBon of his mafter's inherit 
Whatfoever I have fpoken againft his father, ii 

* Dan. v. 25. 

t A remarkable tcftlmony to the blamcleft ch 
tcr of Richard Cromwell I 
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^h!ch I AoTildhave thought (though decency, perhaps, 
night hav€ hindered me from faying it) even againft 
mine own, if I had been fo unhappy, as that mine, by 
the fame ways, ihonld have left mV, three kingdoms/' 

Here I ftopt ; and my pretended "(>i:otc£lor, who, I 
expeftcd, would have been very angry, fell a laughing ; 
it feems at the fimplicity of my difcourfe, for thus he 
replied j ** You feem to pretend extremely to the old 
obfolete rules of virtue and confcience, which makes 
me doubt very much whether from this vaft profpe^l 
of three kingdoms you can (hew me any acres of your 
own. But thefe are fo far from making you a prince, 
that I am afraid your friends will never have the con- 
tentment to fee you fo much as a juftice of peace in 
your own countrey. For this, I perceive, which you 
call virtue, is nothing elfe but either the frowardnefs 
of a Cynic, or the lazinefs of an Epicurean. I am 
glad you allow me at leaft artful diilimulation and un- 
wearied diligence in my hero ; and I aifure you, that 
he, whofe life is conftantly drawn by thofe two, fhall 
never be mifled out of the way of greatnefs. But I 
fee you are a pedant and Platonical datefman, a the- 
oretical commonwealth's-man, an Utopian dreamer. 
Was ever riches gotten by your golden mediocrities ? 
or the fupreme place attained to by virtues that muft 
not ftir out of the middle ? Do you ftudy Ariftotle's 
politics, and write, if you pleafe, comments upon 
them ; and let another but pra£life Machiavel : and 
let us fee then which of you two will come to the 
grcatcft prcfennent. If the defire of rule and fupcri- 
I ority 
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ority be a virtue (at Aire I am it is more imprinted 
human nature than any of your lethargical moni 
and what it the virtue of any creature, but the eien 
of thofe powers and inclinations which God hasi 
fufed into it ?) if that (I fay) be virtue, we ought i 
to efteem any thing vice, which is the moft proper, 
not the only, means of attaining of it : 

it IS a truth fo certain, and fo clear, 

That to the firft-born man it did appear; 

Did not the mighty heir, the noble Cain, 

By the frefh laws of nature taught, difdain 

That (though a brother) any one fliould be 

A greater favourite to God than he ? 

He ftrook him down ; and fo (faid he) fo fell 

The fheep, which thou didft facrifice fo well. 

Since all the fulled fhcaves, which I could bring, 

Since all were blafted in the offering. 

Left God fhould ray next viftim too defpife. 

The acceptable prieft I '11 facrifice. 

Hence coward fears ; for the firft blood fo fpilt, 

Asa reward, he the firfl city built. 

*Twas a beginning generous and high. 

Fit for a grand-child of the Deity. 

So well advanced, 'twas pity there he ftaid 5 

One ftep of glory more he fhould have made. 

And to the utmoft bounds of greatnefs gone ; 

Had Adam too been kill'd, he might havereign'd alo 

One brother's death, what do I mean to name^ 

A fmall oblation to revenge and fame i 



} 
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**rhe nighty-foul*d Abimelecy to (hew 
>Viat for high place a higher fpirit cao doy 
A hecatomb almoft of brethren flew, 
Jku&fofmty timet in neareft blood he dyM 
^^Ta make it hold) his royal purple pride^ 
Why do I ttame the lordly creature man ? 
The weak, the mild, the coward woman, can^ 
Vrhen to a crown .ihe cuts her facred way> 
All that oppoie with manlike courage (lay. 
S» Athaliah, when ihe faw her Ton, 
And with his life her dearer greatnefs, gone, 
VTith a majeftic iiiry- flaughterM all 
*Vrhom high-birth might to high pretences call e 
Since he was dead who all her power fuftainM, 
l^olv'd to reign alone j relblvM, and reign^d^ 
In vain her fex, in vain the laws, withftood. 
In vain the (acred plea of David^s blood ; 
A noble and a bold contention, fhe 
(One woman) undertook with deftiny« 
She to pluck down, deftiny to uphold 
^OUigM by holy oraclea of old) 
The greatjeflsean race on Judah's throne ) 
rill 'twas at laft an equal wager grown, 
carce Fate, with much ado, the better got by one. 
"ell me not, fhe herfelf at hft was flain ; 
*id (he not firft feven years (a life-time) reign ? 
vm royal years t* a public fpirit will feem 
tre dian the private life of a Methufalem. 
I godlike to be great ^ and, as they fay, 
houfand years to God are but a day, 
)L. II. . S Sq 
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So to a man, when once a crown he wetrt. 

The coronation-day *8 more Chan a thooiand yean,** 

He would hare gone on, I perceived, in hit IM- 
phemies, but that by God*t grace I became £6 bold, ti 
thus to interrupt him t ** I nnderftand now perfcdly 
(which I gucfled at long before) what kind of angd ud 
protefVor you are ; and, though yoar llyle in verie be 
Tcry much mended * iince you were wont to deUicr 
oracles, yet your do^^rine is much worie than ever jtm 
had formerly (that I heard of ) the £ice to puUiihf 
whether your long prafkice with mankind has iop 
creafed and improved ^ your malice, or whether yon 
think us in this age to be grown £s> impudently 
wicked, that there needs no more art or di%uifes l» 
draw us to your paity/' 

<* My dominion (faid he haftily, and with a dreadful 
furious look) is fo great in this world, and I am ib 
powerful a monarch of it, that I need not be afliamed 
that you fliould know me ; and, that you may fee I know 
you too, I know you to be an obftinate and inveterate 
malignant j and for that reafon I fliall take yon 
along with me to the next garrifon .of oufs^ from 
whence you ihall go to the Tower, and from thenct 



* This compliment was intended, not ib much ta 
the foiegoing, as to the following verfes $ of which tbt 
author had reafon to be proud, but, as being delivered 
in his own perfbn, could not fb properly make the 
panegyric. H. 

tt' 
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lurt of jaftice, and from thence yoa know 
I was almoft in the rtry pounces of die 
I of prey : 

y ere the laft words were fully ^okt» 
lir cloudy which rather op^d than broke^ 
' light, rather than lightnings caiiie» 
and yet fo gentle, was the flame, 
xie (and, in his full career,, 
my eyes no fooner there than here) 
iieft youth of all th* angelic race ; 
I (hape, ineffable his face, 
ns, with which he ftrook the trembling fiend, 
i of human beauty did tranfcend ; 
I of locks fell part diiheverd down, 
irds currd, and fonn!d a natural crown, 
le Britiih monarchs usM to wear ^ 
ight be comparM with angels* hair, 
ind flowing mantle were fo bright, 
a'd both made of woven filver light : 
i breaft an azure ruban went, 
a medal hung, that did prefent, 
)us living figures, to the fight, 
c champion's, and old dragon's, fight } 
t his mantle's fide there flione afar, 
nd, I believe, a real ftar. 
' hand (what need was there of more ?) 
but th' Englifli bloody crofs, he bore, 
len he towards th' affrighted tyrant bent, 
few words pronouncM (but what they meant, 
' S 2 Or 
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Or were* could not, alas 1 by me be knowa^ '* 

Only y I well peixciT*d, Jefus was one) 
He trembled, and he roared, and fled away f 
Mad to quit thus his more than hop*d-for prey. 

Such r^ inilaiiits the wolf *t wild heart and ffH 
(Robb*d» t9 he thinks unjiilllyi of hit priae) 
Whom unawares the fliepherd fptet^ tod draws 
The bleating Iflibb froiti Out his raYtnoas jaws t 
The (hepherd fain himftlf would he aflail. 
But fear abdre his hunger does prevail. 
He knows hit foe too ftroftg, and muft be gone ; 
fie grins, as he looks back, and howls, u he gotl^tti 
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SVERAL DISCOURSES, 

BY WAY OF ESSAYS, 
IN VERSE ANDPROS?. 



I. 

OF LIBERTY 



"^HE liberty of a people confifts in being governed 
. by laws which they have made themfelves, under 
atfoever form it be of government : the liberty of 
rivate man, in being mafter of his own time and 
one, as far as may conlift with the laws of God 

of his countrey » Of this latter only we are here to 
ourfe, and to enquire what eftate of life does bed 

us in the pofleflion of it. This liberty of our own 
ons, is fuch a fundamental privilege of human na- 
J, that God himfelf, notwithftanding all his in- 
te power and right over us, permits us to enjoy it, 

that too after a forfeiture made by the rebellion of 
im. He takes fo much care for the intire preferva- 

of it to us, that he fufters neither his providence 
eternal decree to break or infringe it. Now for our 
;, the fame Gqd, to whom we ai*e but tenants-at- 

£br the whole, requires but the feventh part to be 
S 3 paid 
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paid to him, as a fmall quit-rent, in acknowiedgeroeiit 
of his title. It is man only that has the impndence ti 
demand our whole time, tliough'he never gave it, nor 
can reftore it, nor is able to pay any coniiderable va- 
lue for the leaft part of it. ' This 'birth-right of msa- 
kind above all other creatures, fome are forced bf 
hunger to iHI, like Eiau,' for bread andbrotitf hi 
the greateft part of men make fuch a baigain for the 
delivery-up of themfelves, as Thamar did with Jodahj 
inftead of a kid, the necefiary provifions for fauiia 
life, they are contented to <io it for rings and bracdett. 
The great dealers in this world may be divided iota 
the ambitious, the covetous, and the voluptuoiiss aad 
that all thefe men fell themfelves -to be ilaves, dm|^ 
to the vulgar it may feem a Stoical paradox, viill ap- 
pear to the wife fo plain and obvious, that they witt 
fcarce think it deferves the iabour of argumentatioi. 

Let us firft confider the ambitious^ and thofe, botk 
in their progrefs to greatnefs, and after the attaimii| 
of it. There is nothing truer than what Salluft f 
fays, ** Dominationis in alios fervitium Auun merce- 
<< dem dantf* they are content to pay fo grea^t 
price as their own fervitude, to purchafe the dombi- 
tion over others. The fir ft thing they muft itfdfe ta 
facrifice, is their whole time; they muft never Aop, 
nor ever turn afide whilft they are in the race of glory* 
no not like Atalanta for golden apples* Neither ia- 

* Fragm, td. Maittatre, ,p. ix<. 
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in A man ftop himfelf if he would, when he it 
careen 

jr equit auriga, neque audit currut habenas*. 

'y let us but confider a little, what mean, fervile 
men do for this imaginary food. We cannot 
. greater example of it, than from the chief men 
t nation which boafted moft of liberty. To 
itiful bafeneft did the nobleft Romans fubmit 
LveSy for the obtaining of a praetor(hip, or the 
ur dignity 1 They put on the habit of fup- 
f and ran about on foot, and in dirt, through 
tribes^ to beg voices ; they flattered the pooroft 
i; and carried a nomenclator with them, t« 
r in their ear every man^s name, left they ihould 
; It in their falutatlons ; they (hook the hand^ 
led the cheeky of every popular tradeiman j they 
U day at every market in the public placet, to 
od ingratiate themfelves to the rout j they em- 
a'l their friends to folicit for them | they kept 
iblet in every ftreet f they diftnbuted wine, and 
and money, even to the vileft of the people. 
Romannt rerum dominos f !*^ Behold the 
of the world begging from door to doorl 
articular humble way of greatnefs is now out of 
) but yet every ambitious perfon is ftlU in ibme 
Roman candidate. He muft feaft and bribc^ 

Virg. Georg. i, 514. f Virg. ^n. u aSa. 

^4 and 



26+ ESSAYS IN VERSE AND PROSE 

and attend and flatter, and adore many beafts, thongb 
not the bead with many heads. Catiline, who watfi> 
proud that he could not content himfelf with a left 
^lower than Sylla^s, was yet Co humble, for the attainiii{^ 
of it, as to make himfelf the moft contemptible of all 
frrvants ; to be a public bawd, to provide whorei, and 
fomething worfe, for all the young gentlemen of 
Rome, whofe hot lufts and courages, and htads, be 
thought he might make ufe of» And, fince I happea 
here to propofe Catiline for my inlhince (though theie 
be thoufand of examples for the fame thing}, pvt me 
leave to tranfcribe the charafier which Cicero ♦ gifts 
of this noble flave, becaufe it is a general defcriptioo 
of all ambitious men, and which Machiavel perinps 
would fay ought to be the rule of their life and ac- 
tions : 

** This man (fays he, as moft of you may well re- 
member) had many artificial touches and iu'okes, tlut 
looked like the beauty of great virtues 3 his intimifB 
convcrfation was with the worft of men, and yet he 
feemed to be an admirer and lover of the beftj he w» 
furni(hed with all the nets of luft and luxury, and yet 
wanted not the arms of labour and induftiy : neither 
do I believe that there was ever any monfter of nature, 
compofed out of fo many different and difagreeing parts* 
Who more accqnable, fometimes, to the moft ho- 
nourable pcrfons ; who more a favourite to the took 
infamous ? who, fometimes, appeared a braver charo- 

• Orat, pro M. C«lio, 

jion ) 
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who, at other times, a bokkr encmy^ to his 
ty} who more diflblute in his pleafuces) wha 
adeiit in his toils } who more rapaciovw in rob* 

who more ]>rofu{e in giving ? Abo^e all things^ 
t» oemarkabie and admirable ki him, the arts. 
I to aoquire the good- opinion and kindnefs of all 
»f men, to retain it with great complaifance, to 
anicate all things to them, ta watch and ierve 
occafions of their fortune, both with his money^ 
is intereft, and his induftry ; and, if need were, 
y flicking at any wickednels wbatfoerer that 

be «feful to them, to bend and turn about his. 
nature and laveer with every wind ; to live fe* 

with the melancholy^ merrily with the pleafant, 
ly with the aged, wantonly with the young, def- 
ly with the boM,' and debauchedly with the lux- 
( : with this vaiiety and multiplicity of his nature 
be had made a colle^ion of friendfliips with all 
oft wicked and reftlefs of all nations $ fo, by the 
ial iimulation of fome virtues, he made a (hift to 
t fome honeft and eminent perfons into his fami- 
• Neither could fo vaft a defign as the deibuc- 
f this empire have been undertaken by him, if the 
nity of fo many vices had not been, covered and 
iied by the appearances of fome excellent qua- 

it, methinks, the chara6ler of an Anti-Paul^ 
} became all things, to all men,** that he might 
y all 5 who only wanted the alfiftance of fortune, 
e been as great as his friend Csefar was a little 

after 
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ifter him. And the wayt of CmCw to compift tfat 
fiiiiie cncis (I mean till the civil war, which wa« bit 
another maiintr of fctting hit countrey on fin) wot 
not unlike thcfe, thou};h he ofed afterward hif unjoft 
dominion with more moderation than I think the 
«ther would have done. Salluft therefore, who wu 
well acquainted with tliem both, and with many fueh- 
like {gentlemen of hif time, fayt *, " that it if the 
nature of ambition, to make men lyara and chctten | 
to hide the truth in their breafti, and ftiew, like jof* 
glerc, another thing in their mouths i to cut all friend- 
fliijis and cnmitiet to the mcafure of their own knttnH | 
and to make a good countenance without the help of a 
good will." And can there be freedom with thit pcr^ 
petuid confiraint f what it it but a kind of nek, 
that force* men to fay what they have no mind 
toP 

I have wondered at the extravagant and bartootif 
ftratagem of Zopirui, and more at the praifet which I 
And of fo dcfurnicd an a^lion i who, though he watoM 
of the Icven grandccn of Perfia, and the ion of Mega* 
bifes, who had freed before his countrey from an ig- 
noble fervitude, Hit his own nofe and lips, cut off bis 
own earsy fcourgcd and wounded his whole body, 
that he might, under pi-ctence of having been mangled 
fo inhumanly by Darius, be received into Babylon 
(then befiegcd by the Perfuins), and get into tltccum* 
tmmi of it by the recommendation of fo cruel a fuftr* 

•DcBell. Catil. c. 3k 

aiuff 
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ice> and their hopes of his endeavouring to reven|rje 
It is great pity tlie Babylonians rurpe6^d not his 
liehoody that. they might have cut off his hands top, 
id whipt him back again. £ut the def^gn fucccededj 
! betrayed the city, and was made governor of it* 
^hatbrutiih*maftcr ever puniihed his offending ilave 
ith (6 little mercy, as ambition did this Zopinis,? 
id yet how many are there, in all nations, who imi- 
te him» in fome degree, for a lefs reward ^ who, 
oogh they endure not fo much coq>oral pain for a 
lail preferment or fome honour (as they call it), yet 
ck not to commit anions, by which they are move 
amefully and more laftingly ftigmatized 1 But you 
ty fay, though thefe be the moft ordinary and cgpen 
ays to greatnefs, yet there are narrow, thorn^y, and 
;tle-trodden paths too, through which fome men find 
paflage by virtuous induftry. I grant, fometimct 
ey may; but then, that induftry muft be fuch, 
auinot coniift with liberty, though it may with 
mefty. 

Thou art careful, frugal, painful.} we commend a 
rvant fo, but not a friend. 

Well then, we muft acknowledge the toil and 
vdgery which we are A)rced to endure in this afcent | 
It we axe epicuree and lords when once we are gotten 
f iato the high places. This is but a (hort appren- 
ceflup, after which we are made free of a royal com- 
lay. If we fall in love with any beauteous woman* 
c imift be MJitint that they (hould be our millreffes 

whilft 
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whilfl we wooe them ; at foon as we are wedded aud 
enjoy, it is wc (hall be the mafters. 

I am willing to ftick to this fimilituds in the caie 
of greatnefs t we enter into the bonds of it, like thofe 
of matrimony ; we are bewitched with the outwaid 
and painted beauty, and take it for better orworfe, 
before we know its true nature and interior inconreni- 
ences. A great fortune (fays Seneca) is a great ferri- 
tude; but many are of that opinion which Brutus im- 
putes (I hope, untruly*) ercn to that patron of liberty, 
his friend Cicero i << We fear (fays he to Atticiis> 
death, and banifhment, and poverty, a great deal too 
much. Cicero, I am afraid, thinks thefe to be the 
worft of evils ; and, if he have but fome pcrfons, fnmi 
whom he can obtain what he' has a mind to, andothcn 
who will flatter and worfhip him, f-*cm8 to be wffl 
enough contented with an honourable iervi;udc, if any 
thing indeed ought to be called honourable in fobare 
and contumelious a condition.'* This was fpokea ai 
became the braved man who was ever born in the 
braveft commonwealth. But with us generally, no 
condition paHcs for fcrvitude, thnt is accompanied with 
great riches, with honours, and with the fervice of 
many inferiors. This is but a deception of the fight 
through a falfe medium j for if a j^room fcrve a gentle- 
man in his chamber, that gentleman a lord, and dut 

• This parenthefis docs honour to the writer'! fenf^» 
as well as candour. H. 

loni 
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rd a prince ; tbe grootn, the gentleman, and tlie lord, 
t as mnch fenrants one as the odier ; the circnm- 
intiai dHfamce of the one's getting onfy his bread 
id wagesy the fecond a plentiful, and the third a fu- 
srfluous eftate, is no noore intrinfical to this matter, 
lan the difference between a plain, a rich, and gaudy 
very. I do not fay, that he who fells hFs whole time 
ad hit own will for one hundred thoufand, is not a 
iter metchant than he whd does it for one hundred 
OfbndS} but I will fwear, they are both merchants, 
nd that he is happier than both, who can live content* 
Uy without felling that eftate to which he was bom« 
•«C this dependance upon fuperiors is but one chain &f 
M lovers of power t 

Amatorem trecentn 
Pirithoum cohibent catenae * 
Let us beg^n with him by breal^ of day t for by that 
me he is beiieged by two or three hundred fuitors ; 
ad the hall and antichambers (all the out-works): 
oflefled by the enemy : as foon as kis chamber opens, 
icy are ready to break into that, or to corrupt the 
uards^ for entrance. This is fo effential a part of 
tcatnefs, that whofoever is without it, looks like a 
dlen favourite, like a perfon diigraced, and condemn- 
1 to do what he pleafes all the morning. There are 
mie who, rather than want this, are contented to have 
leir rooms filled up every day with murmuring ind 
srfing creditors, and to charge bravely thrdttgh a bo- 

• Hot, '3 Od, iv» yf • 
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dy of them to get to their coach. Now I would faihr 
know which is the worft duty, that of any one parti- 
cular perfon who waits to fpeak with the great many, 
or the great man^s^ who waits every day to fpeaLwith 
all company. 

AHena negotia centum 

Per caput, & circa faliunt latus • — 
a< hundred bufmeiTes of other men (many unjiift, and- 
moft impertinent) fly continually about his head and- 
earsy and ftrike him in the face like. Dorres. Let us 
contemplate him a little at another fpecial fcene oC 
glory, and that is his tables Here he feems to be the. 
lord.of all. nature : the earth affords him her beft me- 
tals for his diihes, her bed vegetables and animals, 
for his food j the air and fea fupply him with their 
chofceft birds and fifhes ; and a great many men, who 
look like madej's, attend upon him ; and yet, when ail 
this is done, even all this is but tabU d^bofte j it is- 
crowded with people for whom he cares not, with many 
paralites and fome. fpies, with the moft burdenfomc 
I'ort of giiefts, the endeavourers to be witty. 

But every body pays Jiim great refpefl j every body 
commends his meat, that is, his money ; every body 
admires theexquifitediefllng and ordering of it, thatii, 
his clerk of the kitchen, or his cook j every body lov« 
his hofpitaliiy, that is, his vanity. But I defirc to 
know why the honed ina-keeper, who provides a pub- 
lic table for his proAt, (hoiild be but of a mean pro- 

♦ Hor. % Sat, vi. 34. . 
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fd&oa i and he, vvho does it for his honour^ a rnunifi- 
c^nt prince. You will (ay, becaufe one fells, and the 
other gives t nay, both fell, though for different things } 
the ons for plain money, the other for I know not what 
jewels, whofe value is in cu^om and in fancy. If then 
hit table be made ** a fnare^' (as the Scripture* fpeaks). 
*« to his liberty," where can he hope for freedom ? There 
is always, and every where, Ibme reftraint upon him. 
He is guarded with crowds, and (hackled with forma^^ 
lidet. The half hat, the whole hat, the half fmile,. 
the whole finile, the nod, the embrace, the pofitlve 
parting with a little bow, the comparative at the mid- 
dle of the room, the fuperlative at the door; and, if 
the peribn be pan buper febaftus, there is a hyper- 
fuperlative ceremony then of condu6ling him to. the 
bottom of the ftairs, or to the very gate : as if there 
^Rere fuch rules fet to thefe Leviathans, as are to the fea, 
" Hitherto (halt thou go, and no further f/* 

Perditur haec inter mifero lux J, 
That wretchedly the precious day is loft. 

How many impertinent letters and viiits muft he re- 
ceive, and fometimes anfwer both too as impertinently ! 
% never fets his foot beyond his threfhold, unlefs, like 
% funeral, he have a train to follow him \ as if, like 
the dead corpfe, he could not ftir, till the beaiiers were 
^11 ready. *« My life (fays Horace, fpeaking to one 
of theie magnificos) is a great deal more eafy and 

• Pf. Ixix. »4. f Job xxxviii. ii. 

X Hor. a Sat. vi. 59. 

commodious 
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ccmunodioui than thine, in that I can ^ into Ad IMN 
kety and cheapen what I pleaft^ wlthtout being woo* 
dered at ; and take my horfe and ride a* far at-Tiitll*« 
tarn, without being miiled." It it an nnpleafiut cetf* 
ftraint to be always under the fight and obfefratiMry 
and eenfure, of others i a$ there may ba yaiii^ in it^ h 
methinks there (hould be vexation^ too, of ijp^t i aaif 
I wonder how princes can endure to have two or tluce 
hundred men ftsmd gazing upon tbcm-whilfttlMyiii 
at dinner, and taking notice of every bit they eat. No- 
thing feems greater and more lordty tha» the multi- 
tude of domeftic fervants ; but even this Coo, tf weiglt- 
ed ferioufly, is a piece of fervitude ; unleft yon will te 
a fervant to them (as many men are), the tktmbk and 
care of yours in the government of them all is modi 
more than that of every one of them in their ohfenr- 
ance of you. I take the profeflion of a fchool-mafter 
to be one of the moft ufeful, and which ought to be 
of the moft honourable in a commonwealth ; yet cer- 
tainly all his fafces and tyrannical authority over fb 
many boys takes away his own liberty more thsn 
theirs. 

I do but nightly touch upon all thefe particulars of 
the flavery of greatnefs : I fhake but a few of their 
outward chains i their anger, hatred, jealoufy, fesr, 
c^nvy, grief, and all the et c^era of their pailioos, 
which are the fecret, but conftaiit, tyrants and tortures 
of their life, I omit here, becaufe, though they be 
fymptoms rood frequent and violent in this difeafei • 

. yet 
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yet they are common too in fome degree to the epide- 
mical difeafe of life itfelf. 

But the ambitious man, though he be fo many ways 
a flave (0 tatUs fer*vus J), yet he bears it bravely and 
heroically $ he ftruts and looks big upon the ftage j he 
thinks himfelf a real prince in his ma(king-habit, and 
deceives too all the fooliih part of his rpe6lators: he is 
a ilaye iufaturnalibus. The covetous man is a down- 
right fervanty a draught-horfe without bells or feathers ; 
md fHitalla damnatiu^ a man condemned to work in 
nuneS) which is the loweft and hardeft condition of fcr* 
vitude ; and, to increafe his mifery, a worker there for 
he knows not whom : ** He heapeth up riches, and 
*« knows not who fliall enjoy them * j'' it is only fure, 
that he himfelf neither fiiall nor can enjoy them. He 
is an indigent^ needy (lave j he will hardly allow him- 
felf doaths and board-wages : 

Unciatim vix de demenfo fuo, 
Stitim defraudans genium, comparfit miicr f ; 

He defrauds not only other men, but his own genius \ 
he cheats himfelf for money. But the lervile and mi- 
ferable condition of this wretch is fo apparent, that I 
leave it, as evident to every man's fight, as well as 
jqdgiynt. 

It feems a more difficult work to prove that the vo« 

. luptuous man too is but a fervant : what can be more 

the life of a freeman, Qr, as we fay ordinarily, of a gen- 

• Pf. xxxix. 6. 

t Phocm, A6i I. Sc. i. ver. 4 3. 
Vol. II. T ticman, 
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tlemany thdn to follow ffottung but hit own pkssfo, 
Why, I will tell you who it that true frtrauiii 
that true gentleman } not he who Mmdijr MIoWi 
hit pleaAiret (the tery name tf flSUmt^^ it ftivi 
but he who rationally guidet lh<m» and it not \kwk 
by outward impedlmentt in the tonduft andenj^ 
of thetn. If I want flcill or fwee id reftnui thel 
that I ride upon, though I bought it, and call it 
ts'^rci^ y^ty in the truth of the inatfier^ f am at that t 
rather hit man^ than he my horfe. The tolttpCu 
inen (whom we are fallen ujM>t)) may he divided 
think, into the luftful and luxuriouf ^ who are both 
Vants of the belly \ the other, whom we fpdlfce of 
fore, the ambitioiit and the covetous were iMiA9i 
€n)tl lAJtld beafts 5 thefe are ytt^ifK, dfyai^/hw hdbii 
our tranflation renders it, but the word i^ (whid 
a fantaftical word, with two dircftly oppofite fignifi 
tions) will bear as well the tranflation of quick or 
ligent bellies ; and both interpretations may be appl 
to thefe men. Mctrodonis faid, ** that he had lea 
** ix»i95? yar^t ;^ftgif«(r9tf;, to givc his belly juft thai 
•* for all his pleafiires," This, by the calumniat 
of Epicurus's philofophy, was objefted as one of 
moft fcandalous of all their fayings ; which, accord 
to my charitable underftanding, may admit a i^ry 1 
tuous fenfc, which is, that he thanked his own belly 
<hat moderation, in the cxiftomary appetites of it, wl 
can only givc a man liberty and happinefs inthis woi 
Let this fuffice at prefent to be fpoken of thofe g 
triumviri of the world } the covetout nuunj who i 
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Yjllain* like Lepidui i tht ^mbitiouti who ii • 
QA^ like O^taviut 1 aod the voluptuQius» who it 
t tad debauched cyw^ like Murk Antony 1 

lam igitur liber ? Sapiens^ fibtque imperioftit ^ 1 

enMUui ft who commiti himfelf wholly to 9 
teer» that may break hie neck i but thfi roan, ^ 

Q governs hit own courfe with fteady hand | 
docs hiniielf with fovereign power commands 
om neither death nor poverty docs fright ) 
(lands not aukwardly in his own light 
inft the truth | who can, when pleaAires knock 
i at his door, keep firm the bolt and lock; 
9 can, though honour at his gate ihould ftay 
11 their maflcing cloaths, fend her away, , 
ery. Be gone, I have no mind to play. 

[ confefs, is a freeman : but it may be faid, that 
lerfons arc fo fliackled by their fortune, that they 
ndcred from enjoyment of that manumiflioii 
they have obtained from virtue. I do both ua-> 
d, and in part feci, the weight of this obje^lioo 1 
MA anfwer to it is, tliiu we mull get as much li- 
s we can, we muft ufe our uunufl endeavours, 
/hen all tliut is done, be contented with tha 
of that line which h allowed us. If you aik 
what condition of life I think the mod allowed ; 
d pitch upon that fort of people, whom King 

r, a Sat, vii. I3, f Virg. Gcorg. iii. 7. 

T a Jartea 
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James was wont to call the happieft of our satibiiy tiie 
men placed in the country by their fortune above an 
high conftable, and yet beneath the trouble of a juftice 
of peace j in a moderate plenty, without any juft ai^u- 
ment for the defire of incrcafing it by the care of many 
relations ; and with fo much knowledge and love of 
piety and phifofophy (that is, of the ftudy of God't 
laws, and of his creatures) as may a£ford him matter 
enough never to be idle, though without bufineft ; and 
never to be melancholy, though without fin or va- 
nity. 

I (hall conclude this tedious difcourfe with a prayer 
of mine in a copy of Latin verfes, of which I remember 
no other pait ; and, (pour faire bonne boucbe) with 
feme other verfes upon the fame fubje^l : 

•' Magne Deus, quod ad has vitae brevis attinet hoias, 
** Da mihi, da panem libertatemque, nee ultra 
** Sollicitas effundo preces : fi quid datur ultra, 
** Acciplam gratus j fi non, contentus abibo.'' 

IFcr the few hours of life allotted me. 

Give me (great God !) but bread and liberty, 

IMI beg no more : if more thouVt.pleas'd to give, 

I'll thankfully that overplus receive : 

If beyond this no more be freely fent, 

I'll thank for this> and go away content. 



' OF MR. A. COWLEY. tff 

M A R T X A L| Lib. L £p. Ivi. 

«« Vota tui breviter,*' &c. 

ILL theni Sir^ you (hall know how far extend 

>rayert and hopes of your poetic friend. 

let not palaces nor manors crave, 

d Be no lord, but lefs a lord would Have ; 

l^round he holds, if he his own can call, 

larrels not with Heaven becaufe His fmall : * 

ly and toilfome greatnefs others pleafe» 

ves of homely littlenefs the eafe. 

iny man in gilded rooms attend, 

lis dear hours in humble vifits fpend, 

1 in the fre(h and beauteous fields he may 

various healthful pleafures fill the day f 
le be man (ye gods !) I ought to hate^ 
idance and attendance be his fate i 
et him bufy be, and in a crowd, 
very much a Have, and very proud t 

he perhaps powerful and rich may grow } 
atter, O ye gods ! that I'll allow i 
;t him peace and freedom never fee ; 
im not love this life, who loves not me! 



Martial, Lib. IL Ep. liii, 
" Vis fieri liber V Sec. 
DULD you be free ? 'Tis your chief wifh, you fay ; 
on I rU ihew thee, friend^ the certain way ; 

T 3 If 
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If to no feafts abroad thou lov*ft to go. 
While bomneoQt God doct %vehd itfc han» beftow| 
If thoa the goodnefc of tky-doaliM^toft'priM 
By thine own ufe, and not by others* eyes | 
IT (only fafe from weathers) thou tfanft dwell 
In a finall houfey but a convenient Ihell | 
If thou> without a fighy or golden wiihy 
Canft look upon thy bcechen bowl mid df/h | 
Jf in thy mind Tuch power and greatnefii bef 
The Ferfiaa king 's a flave compared widi tbee* 



M^HTiALt Lib. XL £p. Uurm, 
•« Quod te notnine ?*• &€• 
THAT I do you with humble bows nd mott« 
And danger of my naked head, adore ; 
That r, who " Lord and maftcr/* cry'd atvMtf 
Salute you, in a new and different "ftyley 
By your own name, a fcandal to you now 5 
Think not that I forget myfclf or you 1 
By lofi of afll things, by ail others fought. 
This freedom, and the frceman*8 hat, is bou{fht# 
A lord and mailer no man wants, but he 
"Who o>r himfclf has no authorityi • 
Who does for honours and for riches ftrivet 
And follies, without which lords cannot live* 
If thou from fortune doft no fervant crave» 
Believe it> thou no mailer xiccd*il to have. 



ODt 
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O D £• 

UPON LJBERTY. 

EEDOM with Virtue takes her feat| 
iroper place, her only fcene^ 
in the golden mean^ 

ives not with the poor nor vi^h the great* 
nrings of ihoTc Neceffity has clipt^ 
d they 're in Fortune's bridewell wbipt 
the laborious tafk of bread $ 
i are by various tyrants captive ledl* 
wild Ambition with imperious force 
i^ reinsy and fpurs, them, like th^ unruly horfe; 
id fervile Avarice yokes them now» 
:e toiUbme oxen, to the plough $ 
fometimes Luft, lilce the mifguided light, 
s them throtigh all the labyrinths of ni^ht* . 
r few among the gfeat there be 
•m thefe infulting paflions free, 
i we ev'n thofe, too, fetter'd fee 
ftom, buHnefs, crowds, and formal dfictncy^ 
whcrefoe'er they ftay, and wherefoc'er they go^ 
>ertinencies rouqd them (low s 
Me iu« the jtmaU t^neafy things 
lich about greatne£» fiiU ^ly fomui, 
d rather it molcft than wbund » 

T4 UU 
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Like gnats, which too much heat of fummer brings; 
But cares do fwarra there, too, and thofc have ftingsj 
As, when the hon©y does too open lie, 

A thoufand wafps about it fly x 
Nor will the mailer ev'n to (hare admit; 
The mafter (lands aloof, and dares not tade of it. 

^Tis morning ; well ; J fain would yet floep oivi 

You cannot now ; you mud be gone 

To court, or to the noify hall : 
BeHdes, the rooms without are crowded all} 

The llream of bufmefs does begin, 
And a fpring-tide of clients is come in, 
Ah cruel guards, which this poor prifoner keepl 

Will they not fuffer him to (leep ? 
Make an efcape ; out at the podern fleej 
And get fome ble(red hours of liberty : 
With a few friends, and a few diihes, dinc» 

And much of mirth and moderate wine. 
To thy bent mind fome relaxation give. 
And deal one day out of thy life to live. 
Oh happy man (he cries) to whom kind Heaven 

Has fuch a freedom always given ! 
Why, mighty madman, what (hould hinder thee 

From being every day as free ? 

In all the freeborn nations of tlie air, 

Never did bird a fpirit (o mean and fordid beaar. 

As to exchange his native liberty 

Of foaring boldly up inticx the (ky. 

His liberty to fing, to perch, or flyi 
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en, and wherever he thought good, 
ill his innocent pleafures of the wood» 
more plentiful or conftant food. 

ever did ambitious rage 
ke him into a painted cage, 
: falfe foreft of a well-hung room» 

honour and preferment, come. 

bleidihgs on you all, ye heroic race, 

keep your primitive powers and rights fo well^ 

3Ugh men and angels fell. 

material ^ives^ the h^heft place 

you is juflly given ; ' 

1 ways and walks the neareft heaven. 

t wretched we, yet vain and proud, think tit 

boaft, that we look up to it. ., 

the univerfal tyrant, Lowi 

Li homage pay but once a year i 
fo dcgenerou« and unbirdly prove, 
his perpetual yoke to bear j 
, but a few Ainhappy hou(hold fo^I, 
lom human lordship does control j 
lo from their birth corrupted were 
ndage, and by man*s example here. 

lo fmall prince, who every day 

us to hiit^felf can fay $ 

will I deep, now eat, now fit, now walk, 

meditate alone,' now with acquaintance talk ) 

1 will do, here I will ftay, 
' my fancy call me away^ 

My 
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My man and I will prefently go ride 
(For we, before, have nothing to proride. 
Nor, after, are to render an account) * 
To Dover, Berwick, or the Comilh mount. 

If thou but a (hort journey take. 

As if thy laft thou wert to make, 
Bufmefs muft be difpatch*d, ere thou canft paiif 

Nor canft thou ftir, unlefs thete be 

A hundred horfe and men to wait on thee^ 

And many a mule, and many a cart j 

What an unwieldy man thou art I 

The Rhodian ColofTus fo 

A journey^ too> might go. 

Where honour, or where coniciencej doe« ttot Knd, 

No other law (hall fhackle me j 

Slave to myfelf I will not be. 
Nor {hall my futiire anions be confined 

By my own prcfent mind. 
Who by refolves and vows engaged does Itand 

For days, that yet belong to Fate, 
Does, like an unthrift, mortgage his eftate^ 

Before it falls into his hand : 

The bondman of the cloifter fo. 
All that he does receive, does always ompcj 
And flill, as time comes in, it goes away 

Not to enjoy, but debts to pay. 
Unhappy flaive, and pupil to a bell. 
Which his hours-work, as well as hours, does tell I 
tlAhappy, till the laft> the kind releaiing knell. 
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life fliould a well-order'd poem be 

(In which he only hits the white 
ho joint true profit with the beft delight)^ 
le more heroic ftrain let others take» 

Mine the Pindaric way TU inakt | 
le niatter (hall be grave» the numbers loofe and 

free, 
(hall not keep one fettled pace of time^ 
the fame tune it flull not always chime^ 
tr ihall each day juft to his nelj;hboiir rhyme | 
thoufand liberties it (hall difpenfe^ 
id yet (hall manage all without offence 
f the fweetnefs «f the foundt or iprealnefb of ibf 

ienfe) 
r Ihall it never from one fubjedl Hact, 

Nor feek traniitions to dqpAr^ 
r its fet way o'er ftiies and bridges makf^ 

Nor thorough lanes a compals take, 
if it fear'd ibme tre^iafs to commity 

When the wide air *s a road for it* 
the imperial eagle does not -flay 

Till the whole carcaie he devour^ 

That's fallen into its power i 
if his generous huqger underftood 
lat he can never want plenty of foody 

He only fucks the taftefui blood ^ 
kd to £reih game flies cheariully away} 
I kites, and meaner birdi^ Jm 4eaves the mangled 
prey, 

11. O^ 
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II. 
OF SOLITUDE, 

«' '^[ U NQJT AM miiui* loliw, *|\iam c«m folui," 
-^^ ii now become a very vulgar (Uying, Bvery 
nan, ami iilmoll evci7 boy, for thcfc fcventcfit hun- 
<1ml ye:irs. has had it in hi« mouth. But tt want 
iirli r|>oken'l)y the excellent $cipiO| who wAi without 
<liicllion a moft eloquent auvl witty {Krlbni ■• welt at 
the moll wife, moll woithy, moft happy* And the 
grcatcft of all mankind. Iliji meaning, no doubt^ wai 
this, that he found more fativf^^lion to hit mind, and 
more improvement of it, by folitude than by company | 
and, to fhcw that he fpokc not tliin toofcly or out df 
ir-.iriity, after he had made Rome millrcrii of alnioft th« 
whole world, he retired himlclf from it by a voluntRiy 
exile, and at a private houCr, in the middle of a wooH, 
near I.interinim ♦, j>aflcd the irmainder of hii glo- 
rious life no left j^ioricnilly. This houfo Srnfca went 
to fee fo Ion;; after with great veneration | and, among 
other things, defrrihes his baths to have been of To 
mean a ftru£lurc, that now, fuyn he, the bafcftofthe 
people would defpifc them, and cry out, «* I'oor Scipio 
undcrftood not how to live.'* Whnt an authority ii 
here for the credit of retreat ! and happy ha<l it lje«» 
for Hannibal, if advcrfity could have taujrht bim •• 
much wifdom at was learnt by Scipio from the hij^Kft 

'^ Seneca Epift, Ixxxvi* 

3 profpcritiM* 
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itiei. This would be no wonder» if it wire ai 
t it is colourably and wittily fftid by Monfieur 
itagne, ** That ambition itftlf might teach ut 
re folitude ) there is nothing doea fo much hat* 
ve companions/* It is truei it loves tohavt 
>ws freci it dctefts to have company on eithev 
jt it delights above all things in a train behind, 
uihers too before it. But the g^ateft part of 
f fo far from the opinion of that noble Roman, 
hey chance at any time to be without company, 
; like a becalmed (hip i they never move but by 
d of other men*8 breath, and have no oars of 
Nn to fteer withal. It is very fantaftical knd 
\6kory in human nature, that men Ihould love 
ves above all the reft of the world, and yet 
ndure to be with thcmfclves. When they ara 
with a miftrefs, all other pcrfons are importu- 
id burthcnfome to them. " Tecum vivcre 
1, tecum obeam lubens,** they would live and 
I her alone, 

;o fecretis poflum bene vivere fylvis, 
;2ul nulla humano fit via trita pede. 
lihi curarum requies, tu no£le vel atrft 
Lumen, Sc In folis tu mihi turba locis*.*' 

lee for ever I in woods could reft, 
never human foot the ground has preft. 
rom all (hades the darknefs canft exclude, 
om a dcfcrt baniih folitude, 

^ 4 TibulU xiii* 9« 

And 
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have little Uifure to be alone, the oflier hat left leifui^ , 
to hr. in company ; the one hu but part of the affain 
of one nation p the other all the works of God and 
nature, under hi» confirlerutfon. There ii no fayiog 
fliorkii me fo much as that which I hear very ofteOi 
*' That a man dnct not know how to pafi hit time/* 
It would have liocn hut ill-fpoken by Methufaletn ia 
the nine hundnth fixty- ninth year of hit life i Co far 
- it ib from us, who have not time enou(;h to attain to 
the utmoft perfection of any i>art of any fcicnccy to 
have taufe to complain that wc are forced to be idle 
for w:int of work. But this, you will fay, ii w&rk 
only tor thr Icnrncd ) others arc not capable cither of 
the tinploymrnts or divcrtifcnicnts that ariivc from 
letter i. 1 know the y :.ic not ^ and thcrefoie caiDiot 
much rcLomnirnd iulitudc to a nmn totally illitci:itc* 
hut, it any ni:m he fo unirnrncd, as to want ent.c- 
tuiniiiLiit III tlir litflr intcrvaU of nccidriitnl folittidr, 
wi.idi rir<|u<-ii(ly oerur in almoft all condition* ((X- 
irpl the vriy iiir:tiicll of tliir people, who haVC bufir.cll 
riiiiii^'Ji in till* nrcTliiuy pruvilions for life), it is truly 
ti ;-tr:ii fhiiiiu* hot!i t.> liiv p.ncniiv and hitnfclf} tur 
u v( i y iiiiall pdiiion of any in;;eniuus art will Hop up 
a\\ iIuiIc- ^,.11)!. of otir time: dtlicr muGc, or paintmj^f 
(II driij'.nin;'., or tlirmlllry, or hiftory, or gardcningi 
or Iwrniy otiicr thinj;i, will do it urcfuliy and plca- 
fanily i and, if hr h.ippeiv lo fct his afTc^Uuns uimH 
piiciiy (wliitli I do not advii'v him .too iinmodcratdyjf 
thai will over- do it j no wuud will be thick cnungh to 

hiat 
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lived well, who has lain well hidden 5 which, if It be 
a truth, the world (I will fwear) is fufficlen^ly deceiv- 
ed : for my part, I think it is, and that the pleafanteft 
condition of life is /// incognito. What a brave pri- 
Tilcge is it, to be free from all contentions, from all 
envying or being envied, from receiving and from 
paying all kind of ceremonies ' It is, in my mind, 
a very delightful paftime, for two good and agreeable 
friends to travel up 2nd down together, in places 
where they are by nobody known, nor know any 
body. It was the cafe of ^neas and his Achates, 
when they walked invrfibly about the fields and ftreets 
of Carthage. Venus herfelf 

A vail of thicken'd air around them caft. 

That none might know, or fee them, as they pafs'd *, 

The common ftory of Demofthenes' confeflion, that he 
bad taken great pleafure in hearing of a tanker- woman 
fay, as he pafled, ** This is that Demofthenes,'' is 
wonderfully ridiculous from fo folid an orator. I my- 
ielf have often met with that temptation to vanity (if 
it were any) $ but am fo far from finding it any plea- 
Aire, that it only makes me run fafter from the place, 
till I gety as it wei-e, out of iight-ihot* Democritus 
relates, and in fuch a manner as if he gloried in the 
giood-foi-tune and commodity of it, that, when he came 
to -Athens, nobody there did fo much at take notice 
of him I and Epicurus lived fhfixt very wcU^ that jis, 

• Virg. JEn. i. 415. 

U 3 * lay 
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lay hid many years in his gardens, fo famoiis fince 
that time, with his friend Metrodorus : after whofc 
death, making in one of bis letters a kind commemo- 
ration of the happinefs which they two had enjoyed 
together, he adds at laft, that he thought it no dispa- 
ragement to thofe great felicities of their life, that, in 
the midft of the moft talked-of aixd talking country in 
the world, they had lived fo long, not only without 
fame, but almoft without being heard of. And yet, 
within a very few years afterward, there were no two 
names of men more known, or more generally cele- 
brated. If we engage into a large acquaintance and 
various familiarities, we fet open our gates to the in- 
vaders of moft of our time : we expofe our life to a 
quotidian ague of frigid impertinences, which would 
make a wife man tremble to think of. Now, as for 
being known much by iight, and pointed at, I cannot 
comprehend the honour that lies in that : whatfoever it 
be, every mountebank has it more than the beft doftor, 
and the hangman more than the lord chief juftice of a 
city. Every creature has it, both of nature and ait, 
if it be any ways extraordinary. It was as often faid, 
** This is that Bucephalus,'* or, ** This is that Incita- 
tusj" when they were led prancing through the ftreets, 
as, *< This is that Alexander," or, *« This is that Do- 
roitian ;'* and truly, for the latter, I take Incitatui 
to have been a much more honourable beaft than his 
mailer, and more deibrviog the confulihipi than he the 
empire, 

J lov« 
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I love and commend a true good-fame, becaufe it is 
the (hadow of virtue : not that it doth any good to the 
l>ody which it accompanies, but it is an efficacidus 
fiiadow, and, like that of St Peter, cures the difeafes of 
others. The beft kind of glory, no doubt, is that 
which is refle6led from honefty, fuch as was the glory 
of Cato and Ariflides $ but it was harmful to them 
both, and is feldom beneficial to any man, whilft he 
lives J what it is to him after his death, I cannot fay, 
becaufe I love not philofophy merely notional and con- 
}e6hiral, and no man who has made the experiment 
has been fo kind as to come back to inform us. Up- 
on the whole matter^ I account a perfon who has a 
moderate mind and fortune, and lives in the converfa- 
tion of two or three agreeable friends, with little com* 
merce in the world befTdes, who is efteemed well 
^nough by his few neighbours that know him, and is 
truly irreproachable by any body; and ib, after av 
iieaithful quiet life, before the great inconvenicncies of 
>ld-age» goes more fUcntly out of it than he came in 
^for I would not have him Co much as cry in the exit) : 
iiis innocent deceiver of the world, as Horace calls 
liiDy this " muta ptrfona,'" I take to have been more 
lappy in his part, thaa the greateft aclors that fill the 
lagc with ihow and noife, nay, even than AuguftuB • 
limlelf, who afked, with hk laft breathy whether he 
lad not played his farce very well. 
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8iiNiCA» ex Thycftcy A&, II. Chor. 
«' Stety quicumque volet poteni/* kc» 

Upon the (lippcry topi of human ftatc, 

The gilJal pinnacles of fate^ 
Let others proudly (land, and, for a While 

The giddy danger to beguilei 
With joy, and with difdain, look down on ally 

Till their heads turn, and down they fall. 
Mci O yc gods* on earth, or elfe fo near 

That I no fall to earth may fear, 
And, O ye gods, at a good diftancc feat 

From the long ruins of the great. 
Here, wrapt in th* arms of quiet let me lie j 

Quiet, companion of obfcurity I 
Here let my life with as much filence (ItdCy 
As time, that meafurcs it, does glide. 
Nor let the breath of infamy or fame, 
From town to town echo about my name. 
Nor let my homely death embroidered be 

With fcutcheon or with elegy. 

An old plebeian let me die, 
Alas ! all then are fuch as well as I. 

To him, alai, to him, I fear. 
The face of death will terrible appear | 
Who, in his life flattering his fenfelefs pride^ 
By being known to all the world befide, 
Does not himfelf, when he is dying, know. 
Nor what he is, nor whither he's to go. 



IV. 
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IV. 

OP AGRICULTURE. 

H E firft wifti of Virgil (ai you will find anon by 
his verfes) was to be a good philofopher j the fe- 
, a good hufbandman t and God (whom he Teemed 
iderftand better than mod of the moft learned hea- 
i) dealt with him, juft as he did with Solomon } be* 
he prayed for wifdom in the firft place, he added 
lings clfe, which were fubordinately to be dcllred. 
lade him one of the beft philofophers, and belt huf- 
men } and, to adorn and communicate both thofe 
ties, the beft poet : he made him, befides all this* 
1 man, and a man who defired to be no richer— 

O fortunatus nimium, 8c bona qui fua novitl** 

e a hufbandman, is but a retreat from the city j to 
philofopher, from the world j or rather, a retreat 
the world, as it is man^s, into the world, as it it 
s. 

It, fince nature denies to moft men the capacity or 
ite, and fortune allows but to a very few the op- 
nities or poiTibility, of applying themfelves wholly 
ilofophy, the beft mixture of human aftairs that 
m make, are the employments of a country life. 
, ai Columella * calls it, « Rei (ine dubitatione 

^ Lib. I» c« u 

^' proximal 
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<< prexima, & quaii eonranguinea ra|nentis>** the near- 
eft neighbour, or rather next in kindred, to philofophy. 
Varro fays, the principles of it are the fame which En* 
nius made to be the principles of all nature. Earth, 
Water, Air, and the Sun. It does certainly compre- 
hend more parts of philoibphy, than any one profeflSoa,* 
art, or fcience, in the world bcfides : and therefore Q- 
cero fays f , the pleafures of a huibandman, ** mihi ad 
^* iapientit yitam prozime videntur accedere,** cone 
very nigh to thole of a philofopher. There is no other 
fort of life diat afibrds fo many branches of praile to a 
panegyrift s The utility of it to a man^t felf j the ufe* 
fulnefs, or rather necefiity, of it to all the reft of man- 
kind $ the innocence, the pleafure, the antiquity, the 
dignity. 

The Utility (I mean plainly the lucre of it) is not fo 
great, now in our nation, as ariies from merchandife 
and the trading of the city, from whence many of the 
beft elbites and chief honours of the kingdom are de- 
rived : we have no men now fetched from the plough 
to be made lords, as they were in Rome to be made 
confuls and di6lators ; the reafon of which I conceive 
to be from an evil cudom, now grown as ftrong amoag 
us as if it were a law, which is, that no men put their 
children to be bi'ed-up apprentices in agriculture, as in 
other trades, but fuch who are fo poor, that, when they 
come to be men, they have not wherewithal to iet up 
in it, and fo can only farm fome ibiall parcel of ground, 

t De Scoca. 

the 
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the lent of which devours all but the bare fubiiftence 
of the tenant : whilft they who are proprietors of the 
land are either too pi^oud, or» for want of that kind of 
education^ too ignorant, to improve their eftates, though 
the means of doing it be as eafy and certain in this» at 
in any other track of commerce. If there were always 
two or three thoufand youths, for feven or eight years, 
bound to this profeflTion, that they might learn the. 
whole art of it, and afterwards be enabled to be maf- 
ters in it, by a moderate ftock ^ I cannot doubt but that 
we ihould fee as many aldermen's eftates made in the 
country, as now we do out of all kind of merchandi- 
zing in the city. There are as many ways to be rich, 
and, which is better, there is no poilibility to be poor, 
without fuch negligence as can neither have excufe nor 
pity ) for a little ground will without queftion feed a 
little family, and the fuperfluities of life (which are now 
in (bme cafes by cuftom made alraoft neceflary) muft 
be fupplied out of the fupcrabundance of art and induf- 
try, or contemned by as great a degree of philo« 
fophy. 

As for the NeceiHty of this art, it i» evident enough, 
fince this^can live without all others, and no one other 
without this. This is like fpeecb, without which the 
fociety of men cannot be preferved ; the others like* 
figures an4 tropes of Speech, which ierve only to adorn 
it. Many nations have lived, and fome do iHIl, with- 
out a^y art but this : not fb elegantly, I confefs, but 
ftill they live j and almoft all the other arts, which are 
here praAifedi af e b^hfttd^A to thii for moft of their 
iq^terialst 

The 
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The Innocence of this life is the next thing fof 
which I commend it ; and if huibandmen preftrve 
not that, they are mnch to blame, for no men are fo 
free from the temptations of iniquity. They live by 
what they can get by induftry from the earth; and 
ethers, by what they can catch by craft from men. 
They live upon an eftate given them by their mothtr; 
and others, upon an cflate cheated from their brethren. 
They live, like (heep and kine, by the allowances of 
nature ; and others, like wolves and foxes, by the ac- 
quifitions of rapine. And, I hope, I may affirm (with- 
out any offence to the great) that fheep and kine are 
very ufeful, and that wolves and foxes are pemicioai 
creatures. They are, without difpute, of all men the 
moft quiet, and leaft apt to be inflamed to the difturb- 
ance of the commonwealth : their manner of lift in- 
clines them, and intereft binds them, to love peace : 
in our late mad and miferable civil wars, all other 
trades, even to the meaneft, fet forth whole troops, and 
raifed up fome great commanders, who became famous 
and mighty for the mifchiefs they had done : but I do 
not remember the name of any one hu(bandman, who 
had fo confiderablc a (hare in the twenty years ruin of 
his countrey, as to deferve the curfes of his coun- 
trymen. 

And if great delights be joined with fo much inno- 
cence, I think it is ill done of men, not to take them 
here, where tliey are fo tame, and ready at hand, rather 
than hunt for them in courts and cities, where they are 
fo wild, and the chace fo troublefome and dangerous. 

We 
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We are here among the vaft an4 noble fcenes of na- 
ture 3 we are there among the pitiful fhifts of policy i 
we walk here in the light and open ways of the divintt 
bounty ; we grope there in the dark and confufed laby* 
rinths of human malice : our fenfes are here feafted 
with the clear and genuine tafte of their obje6l8 ; which 
are all fophifticated there, and for the moil part over- 
whelmed with their contraries. Here pleafure looks, 
methinks, like a beautiful, conftant, and modeil wife $ 
it is there an impudent, fickle, and painted harlot. Here 
is harralefs and cheap plenty j there guilty andexpence- 
ful luxury. 

I ihall only inilance in one delight more, the mod 
natural and beft-natured of all others, a perpetual com- 
panion of the hufbandman ; and that is, the fatisfa£lioii 
of looking round about him, and feeing nothing but 
the effects, and improvements of his own art and dili« 
gence ; to be always gathering of fome fruits of it, 
and at the fame time to behold others ripening, and 
others budding : to fee all his fields and gardens co- 
vered with the beauteous creatures of his own induftry | 
and to fee, like God, that all his works are good : 

•« — Hinc atque hinc glomcrantur Oreades 5 ipfi 
•• Agricolae tacitum pertentant gaudia pectus *•'* 
On his heart-ftrings a fecret joy does ftrike. 

The Antiquity of his art is certainly not to be con- 
tcfted by any other. The three firft men in the world, 

* Virg. ^n. i. 504, &c« 

were 
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were a gardener, a ploughman, and a grarier | and if 
any man obie£): that the fecond of thcfc was a nrar- 
therer, I defire he would confider, that as foon as he 
was fo, he quitted our profeffion, and turned buUder. 
It is for this reafon, I fuppofe, that Ecclefiafticut * for- 
bids us to hate husbandry $ " becaufe/* fkyt he, " the 
** Moft High has created it/* We are all bom to tbit 
arty and taught by nature to nourifli our bodies by the 
fame earth out of which they were- made, and to which 
they muft return, and pay at laft for their fufte- 
nance. 

Behold the original and primitive nobility of all thofe 
great perfons, who are too proud now, not only to till 
the ground, but almoft to tread upon it. We may talk 
what we pleafe of lilies, and lions rampant, and fpread- 
eaglcs, in fields ^V'.ro'^ d* argent \ but, if heraldry 
were guided by rca ^hoi ^ plough in a field arable 
would be the moft nooi^ <ttid ancient arms. 

All thefe cocv.iderations make me fall into the won- 
der and complaint of Columella, how it fhould come 
to pafs that all arts or fcicnces (for the difpute, which 
is an art, and which a fcience, does not belong to the 
curiofity of ushufbandmen) mctaphyfick, phyfick, mo- 
rality, mathematicks, logick, rhetorick, &c. which are 
all, I grant, good and ufeful faculties (except only 
metaphyfick, which I do not know whether it be any 
thing or no) but even vaulting, fencing, dancing, 
attiring, cookery, carving, and fuch*like vanities, 
ihould all have public fchools and mailers 3 and ye: 

♦ Chap. vii. 15, 

3 that 
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we fhould never fee or hear of any mail, who took 
n him the profeflion of teaching this fo pleafant, fo 
lous, fo profitable, fo honourable, fo neceflarf 

. man would think, when he is in ferious humoiu> 
it were but a vain, irrational, and ridiculous thin^ 
I great company of men and women to run up suid 
n in a room together, in a hundred feveral poftures 
figures, to no purpofe, and with no deiign ) and 
efore dancing was invented firft, and only pra£tifed 
ently, in the ceremonies of the heathen religion^ 
:b confifted all in mommery and madnefs ; the lat^ 
»eing the chief glory of the worfliip, and accounted 
le infpiration : this, I fay, a fevere man woul4 
k ; though I dare not determine fo far againft (6 
►mary djjfe-*- *•* "*•- ""^^'^Jyeeding. And yttp 
is there an?on^«^ij«r^es i^ j^ does not entertain 
ncing-mafter for his chTiurw.«, as foon as they are 
to walk ? But, did ever any fallier j^mvide a tutor 
lis fon, to inftru£l him betimes in the nature and 
ovements of that land which he intended to leave 
} That i& at leaft a fuperfluity, and this a defe^^, 
ir manner of education $ and therefore I could wiih 
<annot inthefe times much hope to fee it) that one 
1^ in each univerfity were ere^led^ and appropri- 
to this ftudy, as well as there are to medicine and 
ivil law : there would be no need of making a bo« 
: fcholars and fellows, with certain endowments^ 
other colleges $ it would fuffice, if, after the man* 
f haUi in Oxford^ there were only four profefibore 

conftit«te<P 
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conftituted (for it would be too much work for onff 
one mafter, or principal, as they call him there} to 
teach thefe four parts of it : Firft, Aration, and all 
things relating to it. Secondly, Pafturage. Thirdly, 
Gardens, Orchards, Vineyards, and Woods. Fourth- 
ly, all parts of Rural Oeconomy ; which would contain 
the government of fiees, Swine, Poultry, Decoys, 
Ponds, &c. and all that which Varro calls " villaticas 
paftiones/* together with the fports of the field (which 
ought to be looked upon not only as pleafures, but as 
parts of houfe- keeping), and the domeflfical conierva- 
lion and ufes of all that is brought in by induftry t- 
broad. The bufinefs of thefe profeilbrs fliould not be, 
as is commonly pra^lifed in other arts, only to read 
pompous and fuperficial lefiures, out of Virgil's 
Georgics, Pliny, Varro;^ (tar^ent\ bur, ij to inftnift 
their pupils in the whoi * plQttsh and courTe of this 
ftudy, which might be run 'through perhaps with dili- 
gence in a year or two ; and the continual fucceffion of 
fcholars, upon a moderate taxation for their diet, lodg- 
ing, and learning, would be a fufficient conftant reve* 
nue for maintenance of the houfe and the profeflbrs, 
who (hould be men not chofcn for the odentation of 
critical literature, but for folid and experimental know- 
ledge of the things they teach 5 fuch men, fo induftri- 
ous and public-fpirited, as I conceive Mr. Hartlib • tt 

• A gentleman, of whom it may be enough to fay, 
that he had the honour to live in the friendOiip of Mede 
and Milton. The former of thefe great men addrefled 
fome letters to him, and the latter, his *< Tractate oa 
Education.'* H. 
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be, if the gentleman be yet alive : but it is needlefs to 
ipeak further of my thoughts of this defign, unlefs 
the prefent difpofition of the age allowed more proba- 
bility of bringing it into execution. What I have 
further to fay of the country life, (hall be borrowed 
from the poets, who were always the raoft faithful and 
affectionate friends to it. Poetry was born among 
the fliepherds. 

** Nefcio qua natalc folum dulcedine Mufas 

** Ducit & immemores non finit effe fui *.'* 
The Mufcs ftill love their own native place j 
'T has fecret charms, which nothing can deface. 

The truth is, no other place is proper for their 
work J one might as well undertake to dance in a^ 
crowd, as to make good verfes in the midft of noife 
and tumult. 

At well might corn, as verfe, in cities grow j 
In vain the thanklefs glebe we plow and fow : 
Againft th' unnatural foil in vain we ftrive ; 
*Tis not a ground, in which thefe plants will thnve. 

It will bear nothing but the nettles or thorns of^ 
fatire^ which grow moft naturally in the worft earth ; 
and therefore almoil all poets, except thofe who were 
not able to eat bread without the bounty of great men, 
tfiat i$, without what they could get by flattering of 

• Ovid. I Ep. ex Pont. iii. 35. 
Vol. II. X them, 
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them, have not only withdra«m themfelres from the 
vicet and vanithes of the grand world^ 
— pariter vitiifque jocifque 
Altius humanis exeruere caput *, 

into the innocent happinefs of a retired life ; but have 
commended and adorned nothing fo much by their 
ever-living poems. Hefiod was the firft or fecond 
poet in the world that remains yet extant (if Horner^ 
as fome think, preceded him, but I rather believe they 
were contemporaries) ; and he is the iirft writer too of 
the art of hulbandry: " he has contributed (fays 
Columella) not a little to our profeflion ;** I fuppoie, 
he means not a little honour, for the matter of his in- 
flrudlions is not very important ) his great antiquity 
is vifible through the gravity and fimplicity of his ftiie. 
The moft acute of all his fayings concerns our purpofe 
very much, and is couched in the reverend obfcurity 
of an oracle, nxin nfji-itru waylif. The half is more than 
the whole. The occafion of the fpeech is this 5 his 
brother Perfeus had, by corrupting fome great men, 
(Baci\iA( iot^o^yvt, great bribe-caters he calls them)^ 
gotten from him the half of his elbttf. It is no matter 
(lays he) ; they have not done me {o much prejudice 
as they imagine i 

NniTiot, uV ^la-to-Wf K. T. X. 
Unhappy they, to whom God has not revealed 
By a Itron-; light wliich muft their fenfe controle 
I'hat half a great eftatc 's more than the whole: 

* Ovid. Faft. i. 3oo# 

Unbappyi 



\ 
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appy, from whom (lilfrconceard docs lie 
oot$ and herbs the whplefome luxury, 

I conceive to have been honed Hefiod's mesn- 
rem Homer we muft not expeft much con- 
our affairs. He was blind, and could neither 
1 the country, nor enjoy the pleafures of it { 
lefs poveity was likelieft to be fuftained in the 
)Iaces i he was to delight the Grecians with 
:s of the wars, and adventures of their an- 

his fubje6l removed him from all commerce 
t and yet, methinks, he made a ftiift to fhew 
Uwili a little. For, tliough he could do us 
)ur in the pcrfon of his hero Uiyfles (much lefs 
lies), becaufc his whole time was confumed in 
id voyages ; yet he makes his fatha* Laertes a 
r all that while, and feeking his canfolation for 
nee of his fon in the pleafure of planting and even^ 
r his own grounds. Ye fee he did not contemn 
mts J nay,* fo far was he from that infolcnce, 

always ftyles Eumseus, who kept the hogs, 
onderful refpe^l, ^n v<^twy the divine fwine*' 
le could have done no more for Menclaus or 
mnon. And Theocritus (a very ancient poet, 
vas one of our own tribe, for he wrote nothing 
torali) gave the fame epithet to an hufband- 

♦ Idyll. XXV. vcr. 51. 

X a The 
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The divine hiifbandman replied to Hercules, who 
but iftoi, himfelf. Thefe were civil Greeks* and 
tinderftood the dignity of our calling! Amon{ 
Romans we have, in the £rft place, our truly-di 
Virgil, who, though by the favour of Maxenas 
Aviguftus he might have been one of the chief vm 
Rome, yet chofe rather to employ much of his tin 
the ezercife, and much of his immortal wit in 
praife and inftruflions, of a ruftic life ; who, th< 
he had written before whole books of paftorals 
georgics, could not abftain in his great and imj) 
poem from defcribing Evander, one of his beft pri] 
us living juft after the homely manner of an ordi 
countryman. He feats him in a throne of maple, 
lays him but upon a beards -(kin j the kine and 
ate lowing in his court-yard ; the birds under the 
of his window call him up in the morning $ and ^ 
he goes abroad, only two dogs go along with hia 
iiis guard: at laft, when he brings ^neas iotc 
royal cottage, he makes him fay this memorable < 
pliment, greater than ever yet was fpoken at tb 
curial, the Louvre, or our Whitehall : 

" Haec (inquit) limina viftor 

'< Alcides fubiit, haec ilium regia cepit t 

*• Aude, hofpes, contemncre opes ; & te quoque 

** num 
<« Finge Deo rebufque vcni non afper egenis *." 

• Virg, JEn. viii. 365. 
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This humble roof, this ruftic court (fatd he) 
Received Alcides, crownM with viftory : 
Scorn not, great gueft, the fteps where he has Irod j 
But contemn weakh, and imitate a God. 

The next man, whom we are much obliged to, 
lK>di for hij doftiine and example, is the next beil 
poet in the world to Virgil, his dear friend Horace j 
who, when Auguftus had defired Maecenas to perfuade 
him to come and live domedically and at the fame 
table with him, and to be fecretary of ftate of thr 
whole world under him, or rather jointly with 
him, for he fays, ** ut nos in epiltolis fcribendis ad- 
«* juvet," could not be tempted to forfake his Sabin, 
or Tiburtin manor, for fo rich and fo glorious a 
trouble. There was never, I think, fuch an example 
as this In the world, that he fhould have fo much nio< 
4eration and courage as to refufe an offer of fuch 
greatnefs, and the emperor fo much generofity and 
good-nature as not to be at all offended with his re- 
ftifal, but to retain (lill the fame kindnefs, and ex- 
prefs it often to him in mod friendly and familiar 
letters, part of which are ftill extant. If I Ihould pro- 
duce all the pallages of this excellent author upon the 
fevcral fubjefts which I treat of in this book, I mult 
be obliged to tranflate half his works j of~which I 
may fay more truly than in my opinion he did of 
Homer ', 

X % Qui, 
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Q^il, quid fit pulcbrum, quid hirpe, quid utile, quid 

noiiy 
Pianius & melius Cbry(ippo & Crantore dicit*. 

I fhall content myfelf upon this particular theme 
with three only, one out of his Odes, the other out of 
his Satires, the third out of his Epiftles ; and fliall 
foibeai- to colle5t the fuffirages of all other poets, 
which may be found fcattered up and down through 
all their writings, and efpecially in Martial's. But I 
niufl not omit to make fome excufe for the bold un- 
dertaking of my own unikilful pencil upon the beau- 
ties of a face that has been drawn before by fo many 
great mafters ; efpecially, that I (hould dare to do it 
in Latin verfes (though of another kind), and have 
the confidence to tranflate them. I can only fay that 
I love the matter, and that ought to cover many 
faults ; and that I run not to contend with thofe be- 
fore me, but follow to applaud them. 



A Tranflation out of Virgil. 

Georg. Lib. II. 458. 

O H happy (if his happinefs he knows) 
The country fwain, on whom kind Heaven bcftows 
At home all riches, that wife nature needs ; 
Whom the juft earth with eafy plenty feeds, 

* I Ep. ii. 3, 

•lis 
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me, no morning tide of clients comes, 
(ills the painted channels of his rooms » 
ing the rich figures, as they pafs, 
peftry wrought, or cut in living brafs j 
s his wool fuperfiuoufly dyM 
. the dear poi(bn of Aflyrian pride : 
lo Arabian perfumes vainly fpoil 
native ufe and fweetnefs of his oil. 
id of thefe, his calm and harmlefs life, 
from th^ alarms of fear, and ftorms of ftrife, 
with fubilantial blefTednefs abound, 
the foft wings of peace cover him round : 
mgh artlefs grots the murmuring waters glide j 
;k trees both againft heat and cold provide, 
(1 whence the birds falute him ; and his ground 
1 lowing herds and bleating iheep does found ; 
all the rivers, and the forefts nigh, 
I food and game, and exercife, fupply. 
; a well-hardenM, aftive youth we fee, 
ght the great art of chearful poverty, 
r, in this place alone, there ftill do fhine 
e f^aks of love, both human and divine $ 
m hence Aftraea took her flight, and here 
her lad footfteps upon earth appear. 
; true, the flrft defire, which does control 
the inferior wheels that move my foul, 
that the Mufe me her high-prieft would make, 
} her holicft fcenes of myftery take, 
1 open there, to my mind's purged eye, 
)fe wonders, which to fenfe the gods deny : 

X4 How 
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How in the moon fuch change of (hapes is founds 
The moon, the changing world*8 eternal bound; 
What (hakes the folid earth, what ftrong difeafe 
Dares trouble the firm centre^s ancient eafe $ 
What makes the Tea retreat, and what adrance 
*« (Varieties too regular for chance) ;'* 
What drives the chariot on of winter^s lights 
And flops the lazy waggon of the night. 
But, if my dull aqd frozen blood deny 
To fend forth fpirits, that raife a foul fo high. 
In the next place, let woods and rivers be 
My quiet, though inglorious, deftiny. 
In lifers cool vale let my low fcene be laid j 
Cover me, gods, with Tempers thickeft (hade* 
Happy the man, I grant, thrice happy, he. 
Who can through grofs effefts their caufes fee : 
Whofe courage from the deeps of knowledge Iprings, 
Nor vainly fears inevitable things ; 
But does his walk of virtue calmly go 
Through all th* alarms of death and hell below. 
Happy ! but, next fuch conquerors, happy they^ 
Whole humble life lies not in fortune's way. 
They unconcem'd, from their fafe diftant feat, 
Behold the rods and fceptres of the great ; 
The quarrels of the mighty without fear. 
And the dcfcent of foreign troops, they hear; 
Nor can ev'n Rome their fleady courfe mifguide. 
With ail the lultre of her perifhing pride. 
Them never yet did llrife or avarice draw^ 
Into the noify markets of the law, 

Th 
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The camps of gowned war j nor do they live 
By rules or forms, that many madmen give. 
Duty for nature's bounty they repay. 
And her fole laws religioufly obey. 

Some with bold labour plow the faithlefs main. 
Some rougher ftorms in princes' courts fuflain : 
Some fwell up their flight fails with popular fame, 
Charm'd with the foolifh whiftlings of a name: 
Some their vain wealth to earth again commit j 
With endlefs cares fome brooding o'er it fit: 
Countrey and friends are by fome wretches fold. 
To lie on Tynan beds, and drink in gold | 
No price too high for profit can be fhown j 
Not brothers' blood, nor hazards of their own: 
Around the world in fearch of it they roam. 
It makes ev'n their antipodes their home ; 
Meanwhile, the prudent hufbandman is found. 
In mutual duties driving with his ground. 
And half the year he care of that does take. 
That half the year grateful returns does make. 
Each fertile month does fome new gifts prefent. 
And with new work his induftry content. 
This the young lamb, that the foft fleece, doth yield & 
This loads with hay, and that wiih com, the field ^ 
All forts of fruit crown the rich autumn's pride s 
And on a fwelling hill's warm ftony fide. 
The powerful princely purple of the vine. 
Twice dy'd with the redoubled fun, does fhine. 
In th' evening to a fair enfuing dky. 
With joy he fees his flocks and kids to play 4 

AU 
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And loaded kine about his cottage ftand. 
Inviting with known found the milker's hand j 
And when from wholefome labour he doth come. 
With wiflies to be there, and wiihM-for home. 
He meets at door the fofteft human blifles. 
His chafte wife's welcome, and dear children's kiflei 
When any rural holidays invite 
His genius forth to innocent delight. 
On earth's fair bed, beneath fome facred fhade, 
Amidft his equal friends careleiDy laid. 
He fmgs thee, Bacchus, patron of the vine; 
The beechen bowl foams with a flood of wine. 
Not to the lofs of reafon, or of ftrength : 
To a6live games and manly fport, at length. 
Their mirth afcends, and with flllM veins they fee 
Who can the beft at better trials be. 
From fuch the old Hetrurian virtue rofe 5 
Such was the life the prudent Sabins chofe : 
Such, Remus, and the god, his brother, lcd$ 
From fuch firm-footing Rome grew, the world's hea 
Such was the life that, ev'n till now, does raife 
The honour of poor Saturn's golden days : 
Before men, born of earth, and buried there. 
Let-in the fea their mortal fate to fliai'e : 
Before new ways of perilling were fought i 
Before unfkilful death on anvils wrought 5 
Before thofe beafts, which human life fultain. 
By men, unlefs to the gods ufe, were flain. 



H' 
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HOR. Epod. Ode II. 

HAPPY the man, whom bounteous gods allow 
With his own hands paternal grounds to plough ! 
Like the firft golden mortals happy, he, 
From bufinefs and the cares of money free ! 
No human ftorms break off at land his fleep ; 
No loud alarms of nature, on the deep : 
From all the cheats of law he lives fecure. 
Nor does th' affronts of palaces endure. 
Sometimes, the beauteous, marriageable vine 
He to the lufty bridegroom elm does join $ 
Sometimes he lops the barren trees around. 
And gprafts new life into the fniitful wound ; 
Sometimes he fh«ars his flock, and fometimes he 
Stores up the golden treafures of the bee. 
He fees his lowing herds walk o'er the plain, 
Whilft neighbouring hills lowe back to them again j 
And, when the feafon, rich as well as gay. 
All her autumnal bounty does difplay. 
How is he pleas'd th* increafmg ufe to fee 
Of his well-trufted labours bend the tree ! 
Of which large Ihares, on the glad facred days, 
He gives to friends, and to the gods repays. 
With how much joy does he, beneath fome ihade 
By aged trees' reverend embraces made. 
His carelefs head on the frefti green recline. 
His head unchargM with fear or with defign. 
By him a river conftantly complains, 
The birds above rejoice with various Ilrains, 

And 
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And in the folemn fcenc their orgies keep. 
Like dreams, mix'd with the gravity of fleep ; 
Sleeps which does always there for entrance wait« 
And nought within againft it (huts the gate. 

Nor does the roughcft feafon of the iky. 
Or fullen Jove, all fports to him deny. 
He runs the mazes of the nimble hare, 
His well-mouth'd dogs' glad concert rends the air 5 
Or with game bolder, and rewarded more. 
He drives into a toil the foaming boar i 
Here flies the hawk t' aflault, and there the net 
To intercept, the travailing fowl, is fet } 
And all his malice, all his craft, is fhown 
In innocent wars on beafts and birds alone. 
This is the life from all misfortunes free. 
From thee, the great one, tyrant Love, from thee ; 
And, if a chafte and clean, though homely, wife 
Be added to the bleflings of this life,— . 
Such as the ancient fun-burnt Sabins were. 
Such as Apulia, frugal ftill, does bear, — 
Who makes her children and the houfe her car^ 
And joyfully the work of life does (hare. 
Nor thinks herfelf too noble or too fine 
To pin the fheepfold or to milch the kine. 
Who waits at door againft her hufband come 
From rural duties, late and wearied, home. 
Where flie receives him with a kind embrace, 
A chearful fire, and a more chearful face ; 
And fills the bowl up to her homely lord. 
And with domeltic plenty loads the board 3 
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>t all the luftful (hell-fini of the Tea, 
cfs'd by the wanton hand of luxury, 
ir ortolans, nor godwits, nor the reft 
' coftly names that glorify a feafl-, 
•e at the princely tables better chear,; 
lan lamb and kid, lettuce and olives, here. 



THE COUNTRY MOUSE. 

k Paraplirafe upon Horace, Book 11. Sat. vh 

A.T the large foot of a fair hollbw tree, 

afe to ploughM ground, feated commodiouHy, 

s ancient and hereditary houfe, 

lere dwelt a good fubftantial country moufe i 

iigal, and grave, and careful of the main, 

t one who once did nobly entertain 

city moufe, well-coated, fleek, and gay, 

moufe of high degree, which loft his way, 

antonly walking forth to take the air, 

id &rriv*d early, and belighted, there, 

r a day^s lodging : the good hearty hoft 

lie antient plenty of his hall to boaft) 

1 all the ftores produce, that might excite^ 

ith various taftesj the courtier^s appetite. 

Fitches 
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Fitches and beans, peafon and oats, and wheat, 1 

And a large chefnut, the delicious meat > 

Which Jove himfelf, were he a moufe, would eat. ) 

And, for a baut gouft^ there was mixt with thefe 

The fwerd of bacon, and the coat of cheefes 

The precious reliques which, at harveft, he 

Had gather'd frona the reaper's luxury. ^ 

Freely (faid he) fall on, and never fpare, 

The bounteous gods will for ta-morrow care. 

And thus at eafe, on beds of ftraw, they lay. 

And to their genius facrificM the day : 

Yet the nice gueft's Epicurean mind, 

(Though breeding made him civil feem and kind) 

DefpisM this country feaft ; and ftill his thought 

Upon the cakes and pies of London wrought. 

Your bounty and civility (faid he). 

Which I'm furprizM in thefe rude parts to fee. 

Shews that the gods have given you a mind 

Too noble for the fate which here you find. 

Why fliould a foul, fo virtuous and {o great, 

Lofe itielf thus in an obfcure retreat ? 

Let lavage beafts lodge in a country den ; 

You fliould fee towns, and manners know, and men j 

And talk the generous luxury of the court, 

Wher tall the mice of quality refort j 

Where thoufand beauteous (hes about you move, 

And, by high fare, are pliant made to love. 

We all, ere long, muft render up our breath 5 

No cave or hole can flielter us from death. 

Since 
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ife is fo uncei*tain, and fo Hiort, 
fpcnd it all in feailing and in fport. 
worthy fir, come with me and partake 
e great things that mortals happy make, 
si what virtue hath f\ilHcient arms 
pofe bright honour, and foft pleafureU charms s 
wifdom can their magic force repel ? 
vs this reverend hermit from his celh 
the timc^^when witty poets tell, 
t Phoebus into Thetis' bofom fell s 
blu(h*d at fird, and then put out tHt light> 
I drew the moded curtains of the niglit.'* 
f the truth to tell, the fun was fet, 
to the town our wearied travellers get : 
ord's houfc, as lordly as can be, 
for the ufe of pride and luxury, 
come J the gentle courtier at the door 
and will hvirdly enter in before j 
8, fir, your command, and being fo, 
^orn t' obedience ; and fo in they go, 
1 a hanging, in a fpacious room 
richeft work of Mortclake's noble loom) 
wait a while, their wearied limbs to reft, 
Icncc fhould invite them to their feaft. 
>ut the hour that Cynthia's filver light 
I touched the pale mcridies of the night j'* 
b, the various fuppcr being done, 
pcn\l that the company was gone 
. room remote, fervants and all, 
cafe their noble fancies with a ball. 

I Our 
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Our hoft leads forth his ftranger, mnd does find 
All fitted to the bounties of his mind. 
Still on the table half-fUrd diihes ftood. 
And with delicious bits the floor was ftrewM. 
The courteous moufe prefents him with the beft» 
And both with fat varieties are bleft. 
Th' induftrious pea(ant every where does range» 
And thanks the gods for his Iife*s happy change* 
ho ! in the midft of a well-freighted pye» 
They both at laft glutted and wanton lie ; 
When, fee the (ad reverfe of profperous fatCt 
And what fierce ftorras on mortal glories wait I 
With hideous noife down the rude fervaots coiiie» 
Six dogs before run barking into th* room i 
The wretched gluttons fly with wild affright. 
And hate the fullnefs, which retards their flight* 
Our trembling peafant wiflies now, in vain. 
That rocks and mountains coverM him again j 
Gh, how the change of his poor life he curd ! 
This, of all lives (faid he) is fure the worft : 
Give me again, ye gods, my cave and wood f 
With peace, let tares and acorns be my food t 
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P^raphrafe upon the loth Epiftle of the Firft Book 

of H O R A C B. 

HoRACH to Pus CVS Aristxvs. 

HEALTH, from <he lover of the country, me, 
ealth, to the lover of the city, thee j 
difference in our fouJ«, this only proves j 
all things elfe, we agree like married doves. 
jt the warm neft and crowded dove-houfe thou 
>ft like ; I loofely fly from bough to bough, 
nd rivers 'drink, and all the (hining day 
;x>n fair trees or mofly rocks I play s 
fine, I live and reign, when I retire 
om all that you equal with heaven admire i 
ke one at laft from the prieft'a fervice fled, 
>athing the honied cakes, I long for bread. 
''ould la houfe for happinefs cre6l, 
iture alone fliould be the archite^V, 
,e M build it more convenient than great, 
nd doUbtlefs in the country chooTe her feat ; 
there a place doth better helps fupply 
gainft the wounds of winter's cruelty f 
there an air, that^gentlicr does alTuage 
be mad celeftial dog's, or lion's, rage ? 
it not thei-e that deep (and only there) 
9r Qoife without, nor>cares within, does fear f 
oes art through pipes a purer water bring, 
ban tha^ which nature drains into a fpring f 

Vol. II. V C%M 
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Can all your tap^ftries, or your piflures, ( 
More beauties, than in herbs and flowers 
Fountains and trees our wearied pride do 
£v*n in the midft of gilded palaces, 
And in your towns, that profpef^ &y^^ d( 
Which opens round the country to our fig 
Men to the good, from which they raihiy 
Return at laft ; and their wild luxury 
Does but in vain with thofe true joys cont 
Which nature did to mankind recommend 
The man who changes gold for bumifh'd 
Or fmall right gems for larger ones of glal 
Is not, at length, more certain to be madi 
Ridiculous, and wretched by the trade. 
Than he, who fells a folid good, to buy 
The painted goods of pride and vanity. 
If thou be wife, no glorious fortune choof 
Which 'tis but pain to keep, yet grief to 1 
For, when we place ev'n trifles in the hear 
With trifles too, unwillingly -wo part. 
An humble roof, plain bed, and homely I 
More clear, untainted pleafures do afford. 
Than all the tumult of vain greatnefs brir 
To kings, or to the favourites of kings. 
The horned deer, by nature arm'd fo well 
Did with the horfp in common pafture dwe 
And, when they fought, tlic field it alwa; 
Till the ambitious horfe begg'd help of m: 
And took the bridle, and thenceforth did ; 
Bravely alone, as lord of all the plain ; 



OP MR. A. COWLEY. 324 

But never after could the rider get 
From off his back, or from his mouth the bit. 
So they, who poverty too much do fear, 
T' avoid that weight, a greater burden bear 5 
That they might power above their equals have. 
To cruel mafters they themfelves enflave. • 
For gold, their liberty exchanged we fee, 
That faireft flower, which crowns humanity ♦. 
And all this mifchtef does upon them light. 
Only, becaufe they know not how, aright, 
That great, but fecret, happinefs to prize. 
That 's laid up in a little, for the wife : 
That is the beft and eafieft cftate. 
Which to a man fits clofe, but not too ftrait 5 
'Tis like a (hoe; it pinches and it burns, 
Too narrow J and too large, it overturns. 
My deareft friend ! flop thy defires at laft. 
And chearfully enjoy the wealth thou haft: 
And, if me fliill feeking for more you fee. 
Chide and reproach, defpife and laugh at me. 
Money was made, not to command our will. 
But all our lawful pleafurcs to fulfil : 
Shame and woe to us, if we our vvalth obey } 
The horfc doth with the horfeman nm away. 

• The poet, as ufual, expreflfcs his own feeling • 
but he does%ore, he exprefles it very clalTically. The 
allufion is to the ancient cuftom of wearing wreaths 
or garlands of flowers, on any occafion of joy and 
fcftivity. Hi 

Yx THE 

1 
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THE COUNTRY LIFE. 

Lib. IV. Plantaram. 

BLEST be the man (and bleft he is) whom e^er 
(Plac*d far out of the roads of hope or fear) 
A little field, and little garden, feeds : 
The field gives all that frugal nature needs 4 
The wealthy garden liberally beftows 
All fhe can afk, ^hen fhe luxurious grows. 
The fpecious inconveniences, that wait 
Upon a life of bufinefs, and of ftate. 
He fees (nor does the fight difhirb his reft) 
By fools defir*d, by wicked men pofTeft. 
Thus, thus (and this deferv'd great VirgiPs praife) 
The old Corycian yeoman pafs'd his days ; 
Thus his wife life Abdolonymus fpent : 
Th' ambafTadors, which the great emperor fent 
To offer him a crown, with wonder found 
The reverend gardener hoeing of his ground ^ 
Unwillingly, and flow, and difcontent, 
From his lov'd cottage to a throne he went j 
And oft he flopt, in his triumphant way. 
And oft lookM back, and oft was heard to fay. 
Not without fighs, Alas ! I there forfake 
A happier kingdom than I go to take 1 
Thus Aglaiis (a man unknown to men, 
But the gods knew, and therefore lovM him then) 
Thus liv'd obfcureiy then without a name^ 
Aglaiis, now coniignM t' eternal fame* 
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yges, the rich king, wicked and great, 
n*d, at wife Apollo's Delphic feat 
n'd, to a(k, Oh thou, the whole world's eye, 
thou a man that happier is than I ? 
;od, who fcorn'd to flatter man, reply'd, 
is happier is. But Gyges cryM, 
•roud rage. Who can that Aglaiis be t 
ave heard, as#yet, of no fuch king as he. 
rue it was, through the whole earth around 
ng of fuch a name was to be found. 
ie0d hero of that name alive, 
his high race does from the gods derive } 
Sme mighty general, that has done 
Icrs in fight, and god-like honours won f 
bmc man of endlefs wealth ? faid he. 
none of thefe. Who can this Aglaiis be } 
long fcarch, and vain enquiries paft| 
obfcure Arcadian vale at lad 
Arcadian life has always fhady been) 
Sopho's town (which he but once had feeit) 
Aglaiis, who monarchs' envy drew, 
e happinefs the gods ftood witnefs to, 
mighty Aglaiis, was labouring found, 
his own hands, in his own little ground* 
gracious God ' (if it may lawful be, 
ig thofc foolifh gods to mention thee) 
me a6l, on fuch a private ftage, 
aft dull fcenes of my declinrng age j , 
long toils and voyages in vain, 
quiet port let roy toft veftcl gain { . 

V 3 . «. 
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Of heavenly reft, this earneft to me lend. 
Let my life deep, and learn to love her end. ' 



V. 

THE GARDEN. 

To J. EvBLTKy Efqnire. 

1 Never had any other defire fo ftrong and £6 Ilk 
covetoofnefsy as that one which I hare had 
ways, that I might be mafter at laft of a fmall b 
and large garden, with very moderate convenie: 
Joined to them, and there dedicate the remainde 
my life only to the culture of them, and ftudy of 
ture J 

And there (with no defign beyond my wall) w 

and intire to lie, 
In no unaftive eafe, and no unglorious poverty. 

Or, as Virgil has faid, ihorter and better foi me, 
I might there 

** Studiis florere ignobilis oti * :"" 
(though I couH wifh that he had rather faid, ** No 
oti,** when he I'poke of his own.) But feveral s 

* Virg. Georg, iv, 564, 
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dents of my ill-fortune have difappointed me hitherto, 
and do ftill, of that felicity j for though I have made 
the firft and hardeft ftep to it, by abandoning all am- 
bitions and hopes in this world, and by retiring from 
the noife of all builnefs and alraoft company, yet I 
ftick ftill in the inn of a hired houfe and garden, 
among weeds and rubbifh j and without that pleafant- 
cft work of human induftry, the improvement of fome- 
thing which we call (not very properly, but yet we 
call) our own. I am gone out from Sodom, but I am 
not yet arrived at my little Zoar. ** O let me efcape 
thither (is it not a little one ?) and my foul /hall live.'' 
I do not look back yet 5 but I have been forced to 
ftopj and make too many halts. You may wonder, 
Sir* (for this feems a little too extravagant and plnda- 
rical for profe) what I mean by all this preface j it is 
to let you know, that tholigh I have miiled, like a 
chemifty my great end, yet I account my aife^lions 
and endeavours well rewarded by fomething that I 
have met with by the bycj which is, that they have 
procured to me fome part in your kindnefs and ci- 
teem j and thereby the honour of having my name io 
advantageoufly recommended to policrity, by the epii'- 
tle you are pleafed to prefix to the moft ufeful book 
that has been written in that kind *, and which is to 
laft as long as months and years. 

•Mr. Evelyn's ** Kalendarium hortenfc;'' dedicated 
to Mr, Cowley— The title explains the propriety of the 
compliment, that this book was to laft as long as 
months and years. H. 

Y 4. Among 
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Among many other arts and excellencies, which yoit 
enjoy, I am glad to find this favourite of mine the 
mod predominant j that you cboofe this for your wife, 
though you have hundreds of other arts for your con- 
cubines ; though yon know them, and beget Tons up- 
on them all (to which you are rich enough to allow 
great legacies), yet the iffue of this feems to be de- 
figned by you to the main of the eftate ; you have ta- 
ken moft pleafure in it, and beftowed raoft charges up- 
on its education : and I doubt not to fee that book, 
which you are pleafed to promife to the world, and of 
which you have given us a large eameft in your ca- 
lendar, as accomplifhed, as any thing can be expeSte 
from an extraordinary wit, and no ordinary expenciesi 
and a long experience. I know nobody that pofleflb 
more private happinefs than you do in your gardei i 
and yet no man, wbo makes his happinefs more publ':- 
hy a free communication of the art and knowledge • : 
it to others. All that I myfelf am able yet to dc, ss 
only to recommend to mankind the iearch of that '.•- 
licity, which you infti'uft them how to find ar to 
enjoy. 

Happy art thou, whom God does blefs 
With the full choice of thine own happinefs j 

And happier yet, becaufe thou 'rt bleft 

With prudence, how to choofe the bed : 
In books and gardens thou haft placM aright 

(Things, which thou well doll underftand j 
And both doft make with thy laborious band) 

Thy noble^ innocent delight i 

Mi 
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And in thy Tirtuous wife» where thou again doft meet 

Both pleafures more refinM and fweet) 

The ftiireft garden in her looks, 

And in her mind the wifeft books. 
Oh^ who would change thefe foft, yet folid ]<>yt»- 

For empty (hows and fenfelefs noife ; 

And all which rank ambition breeds, 
Which Teem fueh beauteous flowers, and are fuch poU 
fonous weeds ? 

When God did man to his own likcnefs make, 
As much as clay, though of the pureft kind. 

By the great potter's art refin'd, 

Could the divine impreflion take. 

He thought it fit to place him, where 

A kind of heaven too did appear. 
At far as earth could fuch a likenefs bear : 

That man no happinefs might waiitj 
Which- earth to her firft matter could afford^ 

He did a garden for him plant 
By the quick hand of his omnipotent word; 
As the chief help and joy of human life. 
He gave him the flrft gift j flrft, ev'n before a wife. 

For God, the univerfal architect, 
'T had been as eafy to ereft 

A Louvre or Efcurial, or a tower 

That might with heaven communication holdf 

As Babel vainly thought to do of old : 
He wanted not the flcill or power $ 
In the world's fabric thofe were fhowni 

And the materials were all his own. 

Bui 
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But well he knew, what place would heft ^gree 

With innocence, and with felicity s 

And we elfewhere ftill feek for them in vain} 

If any part of either yet remain. 

If any part of either we exped. 

This may our judgment in the feareh direS ; 

God the firft garden made, and the firft city Cain. 

O bleflcd (hades t O gentle, cool retreat 

From all th' immodei-ate heat. 
In which the frantic world does bum and fweat ! 
This does the lion-ftar, ambition's rage s 
This avarice, the dog-ftar*s thirft, aiTuage ; 
Every where elfe their fatal power we fee. 
They make and rule man^s wretched deftiny s 

They neither fet, nor difappear, 

But tyrannize o'er all the year $ 
AVhilft we ne'er feel their flame or influence here. 

The birds that dance from bough Co bough. 

And fing above in every tree, 

Are not from fears and cares more free 
Than we, who lie, or fit, or walk, below. 

And ihould by right be fmgers too. 
What prince's choir of mufic can exccU 

That, which within this /hade does dwell ? 

To which we nothing pay or give ; 

They, like all other poets, live 
Without reward, or thanks, for their obliging pains : 

'Tis well if they become not prey : 
The whiftling winds add their lefs artful ftrains, 
Aud a gi-ave bafs the murmuring fountains play $ 

Nature 
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Nature does M this harmony beftow. 
But to our plants, art*s iiiufic too» 

The pi^ theorbo, and guittar, we owe ; 

The lute itfelf, whlch^nce was green and mote. 
When Orpheus ffarook th* infpired lute. 
The trees danced round, and understood 
By fympal^y*^ voice of wood. 

Thefe are the fpells, that to kind ileep invite. 
And nothing does within refinance make. 

Which yet we inoderately take ; 

Who would not choofe to be awake, 
While he *s encompaftrouiid wiA fuch delight. 
To th* ear, the nofe, the touch, the tafte, and (ight ? 
When Venus would her dear Afcanius keep • 
A prifoner in the downy bands of fleep. 
She odorous herbs and flowers beneath him Ipread, 

As the moft foft and fweeteft bed ; 
Not her own lap would more have charmM his head* 
Who, that has reafon, and his fmell, 
Would not among rofes and jafmine dwell. 

Rather than all his fpirits choak 
With exhalations ef dirt and fmoke. 

And ail th* uncleannefs which does drown^ 
[n peftilential clouds, a populous town ? 
rhe earth Jtfelf breathes better perfumes hers» 
Than all the female men, or women, there, 
Not without caufe, about them beac^ 

• Virg. ^n. i. 695, 

Whe« 
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When Epicurus to the world had taught. 

That pleafure was the chiefeft good 
(And wat, perhaps, i' th' right, if rightly unde 

Hit life he to his cluflrine brought. 
And in a garden's (hade that fovereign pleafure 
Whoever a true epicure would be. 
May there find cheap and virtuous luxury* 
Vitellius*s table, which did hold 
As many creatures as the ark of old; 
That fifcal table, to which erery day 
All countries did a conflant tribute pay,, 
Gould nothing more delicious afford 

Than nature^s liberality, 
HelpM with a little art and induflry, 
Allows the meane/l.gai:dener's board* 
The wanton tafte no fifli or fowl can choofc,- 
For which the grape or melon (he would lofe.j. 
Though all th' inhabitants of Tea and air 
Be lifted in the glutton's bill of fare, 

Yet ftill the fruits of earth we fee 
PlacM the third ftory high in all her luxury. . 

But with no fenfe the garden- does comply, 
None courts, or flatters, as it does the eye. 
When the great Hebrew king did almof^ fh^in 
The wondrous treafures of his wealth and brain. 
His royal ibuthcm gucft to entertain ; 

Though (he on filver floors did tread, 
With bright Aflyrian carpets on them fpread> 
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To hide the metal's poverty 5 
^Though ihe look*d up to roofs of gold, 
^And nought around her could behold 
But (ilk and rich embroidery. 
And Baby loni fti tapeftry , 
And wealthy Hiram^'s princely dye 5 
hough Ophir's ftarry ftonesmet every where her eye^ 
bough (he herfelf and her gay hoft were drefl: 
'ith all the (hining glories of the Eaft $ 
'hen (lavi(h art her coftly work had don«i. 
The honour and the prize of bravery 
as by 'the garden from the palace won $ 
ad every rofe and lily there did (land 
Better attlrM by nature's hand *. 
le cafe thus judg-d againft tlxe king we fee, 
' one, that would not be fo rlcb« thouj;h wifer fstr 
than he« 

>r does this happy place only di(penfe 

Such various pleafures to the fenfe } 

Here health itfelf does live, 
lat fait of life, which does to all a reli(h give, 

(landing pleafure, and intrinfic wealth, 
le body's virtue, and the foul's good-fortune, health* 
le tree of life, when it in Eden ftood, 
1 its immortal head to heaven rear 4 
afted a tall cedar, till the floods 
w a fmall thorny (hrub it does appear i 
If or will it thrive too every where s 

♦ Matth. Yi. tf. 
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It always here is frefheft Cttn { 

'Tis only here an ever-green. 

If, through the ftrong and beauteous fence 

Of temperance and innocence. 
And wholefome labours, and a quiet mind. 

Any difeafes paflage find. 

They muft not think here to aAkil 
A land unarmed, or without a g^ard ; 
They muft fight for it, and difpute it hard. 

Before they can prevail : 

Scarce any plant is growing here. 
Which againfl death fome weapon does not bear. . 

Let cities boaft, that they provide 

For life the ornaments of pride | 

But *ti8 the country and the field. 

That fumifh it with ftaffand (hielJ« 

Where does the wifdom and the power divine 
In a more bright and fweet refle£lion (hine ? 
Where do we finer f^rokes and colours fee 
Of the Creator's real poetry. 

Than when we with attention look 
Upon the third day's volume of tlie book ? 
If we could open and intend our C3re, 

We all, like Mofes, fhould efpy 
Ev'n in a bufh the radiant Deity. 
But we defpife thefe his inferior ways 
(Theugh no lefs fiill of miracle and praife) l 

Upon the flowers of heaven we gaze 5 
The ilars of earth no woxKler in us raife, 

3 Thtugh 
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Though thcfe perhaps do, more than they. 
The life of mankind fway. 
AJthough no part of mighty nature be 
More ftor'd with beauty, power, and myftery 5 
yet, to encourage human induftry, 
God h'as fo order'd, that no other part 
Such fpace and fuch dominion leaves for art. 

We no-where Art do fo triumphant fee. 

As when ^t grafts or buds the tree : 
In other things we count it to excell. 
If it a docile fcholar can appear 
To Nature, and but imitate her well j 
It over-rules, and is her mafter, here. 
It imitates her Maker's power divine. 
And changes her. fometimes, and fometimes does re« 
It does, like grace, the fallen tree reftore [fine : 

To its bleft ftate of Paradife before : 
Who would not Joy to fee his conquering hand 
0*er all the vegetable world command ? 
And the wild giants of the wood receive 

What law he's pleasM to give ? 
He bids th' ill-natur'd crab produce 
The gentler apple's winy juice j 

The golden fruit, that worthy is 

Of Galatea's purple kifs : 

He does the favage hawthorn teach 

To bear the medlar and the pear: 

He bids the ruftic plum to rear 

A B^le trunk, and be a peach, 

Ev'ft 
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Ev*D Daphne*s coynefs he does mock» 
And weds the cherry to her ftock. 
Though (he refus'd Apollo's fuit| 
Ev*n (he, that chafte and vii^ tree, 
llilow wonders at hcrfclf, to fee 

That (he*s a mother made, and bluflies in her frnki 

Methinks, I fee great Dioclefian walk 
In the Salonian garden's noble (hade. 
Which by his own imperial hands was made s 
I fee him fmile, methinks, as he does talk 
With the ambalTadors, who come in vain 

T* entice him to a throne again. 
If I, my friends (faid he) (bould to you (how 
All the delights which in thefe gardens grow, 
'Tis likelier much, that you (hould with me ftay* 
Than 'tis, that you (ho\ild carry me away : 
And truft me not, my friends, if, every day, 

I walk not here with more delight. 
Than ever, after the moft happy fight, 
In triumph to the capitol I rode. 
To thank the gods, and to be thought, myfelf, aim 
a|;od. 



VI. € 
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VI. 
OF GREATNESS. 

•* O I N C E we cannot attain to greatnefs (fays the 
O Sieur de Montagne) let us have our revenge by 
railing at it :*' this he fpoke but in jeft. I believe he 
defired it no more than I do, and had lefs reafon j for 
ht enjoyed fo plentiful and honourable a fortune in a 
moft excellent country, as allowed him all the real 
conveniences of it, feparated and purged from the in- 
commodities. If I were but in his condition, I fhould 
think it hard meafure, without being convinced of any 
crime, .to be fequeftcred from it, and made one of the 
principal officers of ftate. But the reader may think 
that what I now fay is of fmall authority, becaufe I 
never was, nor ever fhall be, put to the trial : I can 
therefore only make my proteftation, 

If ever I more riches did de'iire 
Than cleanlinefs and quiet do require : 
If e'er ambition did my fancy cheat. 
With any wifli, fo roean as to be great j 
Continue, Heaven, ftill from mt to remove 
The humble blefllngs of that life I love. 

I 'know very many men will defpife, and fome pirv 
me, for this humour, as a poor-fpirited fellow j but I 
am content, and, like Horace, thank God for being fc. 

Vol. II. Z Di 
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pi bene fecerunt, inopii me quodque pufilli 
Finxenint animi *• 

I confcft, I lore littlenefs almoft in all things. A 
little convenient eftate, a little chearful houfe* a little 
company, and a rery little feaft; and^ if I were ever 
to fall in love agstin (which is a great paffion, and 
therefore, I hope, I have done with it) it would be, I 
think, with prettineft, rather than with majeiical 
beauty. I would neither wifli that my miftreisy osr 
iny fortune, ihould be a bona fba^ nor, as Hoa^ 
ufes to defcribe his beauties, like a daughter of gieit 
Jupiter for the ftatetineft and hogtiids of her pertai 
but, as Lucretius (vf%i 

Panrola, pumilio, Xt^^rtn fu«, tota merum fal f . 

Where there is one man of this, I believe there aie i 
thoufand of Senecio*s mind, whofs ridiculous aftAa- 
tion of grandeur Seneca the elder ( defcribes to tbis 
cffe6l : Senecio was a man of a turbid and coofufed 
wit, wh« could not endure to fpeak any but mighty 
words and fentences, till this humour grew at laft into 
fo notorious a habit, or rather difeafe, as became the 
fport of the whole town : he would have no fervants, 
but huge, maflfy fellows ; no plate or hou(hold-ftu( 
but thrice as big as the fafhion s you may believe me, 
for I fpeak it without raillery, his extravagancy came 

• 1 Sat. iv. 17. f Lucr. iv. 1155. 

7 Suaforiarum Liber. Suaf. ii. 
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at laft into fiich a madnerti that be would not pwt on a 
fair of flioety each of which wai not big enough for 
bodi hit fectt he would eat nothing but what wai 
fpreat^ nor touch any fruit but horfe-plumf and pound- 
pean t be kept a concubine, that was a reiy giantefs, 
and made her walk too always in chiopins, till at laft» 
Im got the fumame of Seneeio Grandio, which Mef- 
tiiUi faid» was not his €Ognomenj but his cognomentum t 
when he declaimed for the three hundred Laced?emo- 
luansy wbo alone oppofed Xerxet*s army of above three 
kuildred thoufand, he ftretched out his arms, and ftood 
1WI tiptoes, that he might appear the taller, and cried 
tttttt in a very loud voice j " I rejoice, I rejoice/* -— 
We wondered, I remember, what new great fortune 
had befallen his eminence. " Xerxes (fays he) is all 
nine own. He, who took away the fight of the fea^ 
with the canvas veils of A> many nups*'-«*and then he 
goes on fo» as I know not what to make of the reft, 
Wbetber it be the fault of the edition, or the orator's 
own burly way of noofenfe. 

Thie is the cbara6);er that Seneca gives of this hy* 
fwbolical fop, whom we ftand amazed at« and yet 
there are very few men who are not in fome things, and 
fo fome degrees, GraiuliQi, Is any thing more com- 
IBont than to lee our ladies of quality wear Aich high 
4hoct as they cannot walk in, without one to lead 
them \ and a gown as long again as their body, lb that 
they cannot ftir to the next room without a page or 
two to hold it up ? I may fafely fay, that all the often* 
tation of our grandees is, juft like ft train^ of no ul« in 
% 1 t1« 



340 ESSAYS IN VERSE AND PROSE 

the world, but horribly cumberToine and incommodiouiu 
What is all this, but a fpice of GrandioP how tedious 
would this be, if we were always bound to it ! I do be*i 
lieve there is no king, who would not rather be de- 
pofed, than endure every day of bis reign all the ceR^ 
monies of his coronation. 

The mightieft princes are glad to fly often fraai 
ihcfe majeflic pleafures (which is, methinks, no finall 
difparagement to them) as it were for refuge, to the 
moft contemptible divertifements and mcaneft recrea- 
tions of the vulgar, nay, even of children. One of die 
raoft powerful and fortunate princes * of the world, of 
late, could find out no delight fo fatisfa£tory, as the 
keeping of little fmging birds, and hearing of them, 
and whiftling to them. What did the emperors of the 
whole world ? If ever any men had the free and full 
enjoyment of all human greatnefs (nay that would not 
fuffice, for they would be gods too), they certainly pof' 
fefled it : and yet one of them, who ftyled himfelf lord 
and god of the earth, could not tell how to pafs hit 
whole day pleafantly, without fpending conftantlytwo 
or three hours in catching of flies, and killing them 
with a bodkin, as if his godfhip had been Beelzebub J. 
One of his predeceflbrs, Nero (who never put any 
bounds, nor met with any ftop to his appetite) could 
divert himleif with no paftime more agreeable, than to 

* Louis XIII.— The Duke de Luynes, the Conftable 
of France, i& faid to have gained the favour of this 
foiverful rnd fortunate prince by training up finging- 
birds for him. Anon. : 

X Beelzebub fignifies the l^ord of flies. Cowley. 

run 
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•Tun about the ftreets all night in a difguife, and abufc 
the women, and affront the men whom he met, and 
fometimes to beat ihem, and fometimcs to be beaten by 
■them : this was one of his imperial no6lurnaI pleafures. 
His chiefeft in the day was, to fmg and play upon a 
fiddle, in the habit of a minftrel, upon the public ftage : 
he was prouder of the garlands that were given to his 
divine voice (as they called it then) in thofe kind of 
(urizes, than all his forefithers were, of their triumph* 
over nations : he did not at his death complain, that fo. 
mighty an emperor, and the laft of all the Caei'arian- 
race of deities, Ihould be brought to fo iharaeful and 
miferable an end j but only cried out, *« Alas, what 
pity it is, that fo excellent a mufician ihould perifli in 
this manner * !" His uncle Claudius fpent half his 
time at playing at dice; and that was the main fruit of 
his fovereignty. I omit the madnefles of Caligula's 
delights, and the execrable fordidnefs of thofe of Ti- 
berius. Would one think that Auguftus himfelf, the 
higheft and mod fortunate of mankind, a perfon en- 
dowed too with many excellent parts of nature, (liould 
be fo hard put to it fometimes for want of recreations, 
as to be found playing at nuts and bounding-ftones, 
with little Syrian and Moorifli boys,.whofe company he 
'took delight in, for their prating and their wantonnefs i 

Was it for this, that Rome's beft blood he fpilt, 
Withfo much falfchood, fo much guilt? 

• — " Qualis artifex pereo !" Sueton. Nero. 

Z 3 Was 
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Was it for tlitt that hit ambitioo Ibove 

To equal Caefiur, firft 3 and afttr, Jove f 

Greatncft is banen, fvrCy of fofid )oys ; 

Her merchaDdise (I feir) is all in toys i 

She could not elie* fmt, fe nnciTil be. 

To treat his untrerlkl nn^efty. 
His ncw-cfeated Deit^r, 
With nntSy and bounding-ftones, and boys. 

But we mnft^xcnie her for this meager entataifr- 
ment ; (he has not really wherewithal to make foch 
feafts as we imagine. Her gnefts muft be contented 
ibroetimes with bnt flender cates» and with tfaeiaiiie 
cold meats ferved over and over again, even till thcf 
become nanfeons. When yon have paued away all d» 
vanity, what folid and natural contentment does diere 
remain, which may not be had with five hundred pounds 
a year ? Not fo many fervants or horfes $ but a few 
good ones, which will do all the bufmefs as well : not 
ib many choice diAies at every meal ; but at feveial 
meals ail of them, which makes them both the mote 
healthy, and the more pleafant t not fo rich garmentta 
nor fo frequent changes ; but as warm and as comely, 
and fo frequent change too, as is every Jot as good for 
the m after, though not for the taylor or valet decham- 
bre : not fuch a ftately palace, nor gilt rooms, or the 
coftiieft forts of tapeftry ; but a convenient brick honfC) 
with decent wainfcot, and pretty foreft-work hangings. 
Laftly (for I omit all other particulars, and will end 
with that which I love moft in both conditions) not 
whole woods cut in walks, nor vaft parks, nor fountain 

sr 
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or coTcade-gardens ; but berb| and flower» and fruit 
gardens, which are more ufeful, and the water every 
whit as clear and wholefomei as if it darted from the 
breafts of a marble nymph, or the urn of a river-god. 

If* for all this, you like better the fubftance of that 
former eftate of life, do but coniider the infeparable 
accidents of both : fervitude, difquiet, danger, and moit 
comnoonly guilt, inherent in the one j in the other, U- 
berty, tranquillity, fecurity, and innocence. And 
when you have thought upon this, you will confefs 
that to be a truth which appeared to you, before, but a 
ridiculous paradox, that a low fortune is better guard- 
ed and attended than an high one. If, indeed, we look 
only upon the flourifliiog head of the tree, it appears a 
taioft .beautiful obje^l, 

** *— fed quantum vertice ad auras 
♦« Jfitherias, tantum radice in Tartara tendit*.'* 
As far as up towards heaven the branches grow. 
So fkr the root fmits down to hell below. 

Another horrible difgrace to greatncfs is> that it is 
fw thenoftpart in pitiful want and diftrefs 1 what a 
wonderful thing is this I Unlefs it degenerate into ava- 
rice, and fo ceale to be greatnefs, it falls perpetually 
tato fuch necefTities, as drive it into all the meaned and 
moft i«rdid ways of borrowing, cozenage, and rob- 
bery t 

Mancipiis locuples, egct acris Cappadocum rex J. 

• Virg. Georg. ii. 291. J Hor. i Ep. vi. 39, 

Z 4 ThH 
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Thiv U the cafe of almoft all |Nit nM 
«f i}ka poor kinir of Cai^Mdociai tlMjr i 
lUvf «, but are indigeat of momy. Tba 
man trnptrorii who bad the riehti of tho 
for thtfir rertniMi had wherewithal to lite 
hsivc th«ttght) pretty well at eaft, and to 1 
cm Jit Trom the prefluret of extreme pover 
wn\\ iiioft of them it was mueh othenri 
feU jtrtpetually into Aich mitbrable pettui 
wfiir t'lireed to devour or fqueeae moft of 
»nil fri fanti» to cheat with tnfamoue pro 
iii( k .Hid pillage all their provincee. Tk 
tinj^rMal grandeur U imitated by all infei 
f II iliit^ti forte of it» ai if it were a poia 
Tbiry muft be cheated of a third part of 
two »iher thirds tliey rouit expend in vai 
iUt«y jhinain debtori for all the neceilary , 
life, ami have no way to fatiify tbofe debt 
thf rMk:coura and fuppliei of rapine i *' ; 
'* f rciile** (fayi Solomon)^' Co do the moutl 
•' them ••'* The mafter mouth hai no t 
iare. The owner» methinki» it like Oci 
bit' I who it perpetually winding a rope of 
ttJt ui the end perpetually eating it. 

Out of tbcfe inconvenicnce« arifei r 
inoR , ^hich ii| that no greatneit can be fat 
trnted with itfelf i ftill* if it could mou 
bi|;hcr, it would be hujipy } if it could 
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pcmti it would obtain all its defires ) but yet at laft, 
when it is got up to the very top of the Pic of TenerifF, 
it is in very great danger of breaking its neck down- 
wards, but in no poiTibility of afcending upwards into 
the feat of tranquillity above the moon. The firft 
ambitious men in the world, the old giants, are faid 
to have made an heroical attempt of fcaling heaven in 
defpice of the godss and they cad OfTa upon Olym- 
pus, and Pclion upon Offa : two or three mountains 
jnore, they thought, would have done their bufmefs i 
but the thunder fpoilt all the work, when they were. 
come up to the third ftory : 

And what a noble plot was croft I 
And what a brave dcfign was loft ! 

A famous perfon of their offspring, the late giant 
•t5f our nation, when, from the condition of a very 
inconfidcrable captain, he had made himfelf lieutenant- 
generdl of an army of little Titans, which was his 
firft mountain, and afterwards general, which was 
his fecond, and after that, abfolute tyrant of three 
kingdoms, which was the third, and almoft touched 
the heaven which he affcfted, is believed to have died 
with grief and difcontcnt, becaufc he could not attain 
to' file honeft name of a kmg, and the old formality of 
a crown, though he had before exceeded the power 
by a wicked ufurpation. If he could have compaflTcd 
• that, he would perhaps have wanted fomething elie 
that is neceffary to felicity, and pined away for want 
of the title of an emperor or a god. The reafon of 

this 
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this hf that greatneft bis no reality in nature, beis; t> 
creature of the fancy,, a notion lliat confifts only in re- 
lation and comparifon s it it indeed an idol ; but St. 
Paul teaches us» <* that an idol is nothing in the worid."' 
There is in truth no rifing or meridian of the fun, bat 
only in refpeA to fev«ral places i there is no right or* 
left, no upper-hand in natnrej every thing is litde, 
and erery thing is great» according as it is divuidy 
compared. There may be perhaps Tome village in 
Scotland or Ireland, where I might be a great man t 
and in that cafe I fliould be like Csefar (you wooM^ 
wonder how Casfar and I (hould be like one anodw 
in any thing) ; and choofe rather to be the firftman 
of the village, than fecond at Rome. Our country is> 
called Great Britany, in regard only of a Icffer of 
the fame name $ it would be but a ridiculous epidiet 
for it, when we confider it together with the kingdom 
of China. Th§t, too, is but a pitiful rood of ground, 
in comparifon of the whole earth betides : and this 
whole globe of earth, which we account, fo immenfe a 
body, is but one point or atom in relation to thofe 
numberlefs worlds that are fcattered up and down in 
the infinite fpace of the iky which we behold. 

The other many inconveniences of grandeur I have 
fpoken of diiperfedly in feveral chapters ; and (ball end 
this with an ode of Horace, . not cxa^ly copied, bat. 
rudely imitated. 



HoRACIi 
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Horace^ Lib. III.. Ode I,, 

** Odi profanum vulgus^ &c.** 

HENCE^ ]fie profane $ I hate yoo ail $ 
Both the gfeat vuigai^ stiid the fmal}. 

> virgin minsdsy wfaichr yet their oattve whttenefs:-. 

hold^ 
>t yet difcolourM with the love of gold^ 

(That j aundice of the fou 1, 
hich makes-it look fo gilded > and fo foul)*, 

> yoii, ye very few^ thefe truth* I tell j 

le Mufe infpifes my fong j hark, and. obferve it.; 
well. 

e look on men, and wonder atfirch oddH 
'Twixt things that were the fame by birth j 

'e look on kings as giants of the earth, 

liele giants are but pigmies to the gods. 
The humbled bufh and proudeft oak 

re but of equal proof againft the tlumder* (broke. 

tauty, and ftrength> and wit, and wealthy and^wer. 
Have their (hort flourifhing hour : 
And love to fee themfelvcs, and fmile« 

ad joy in their pre-eminence awhile^ 
Ev^n fo in the fame land, 

K>r weeds, rich corn, gay flowersy together ftond | 

las ! death mows down all with an impartial hand* 

And 
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And all ye men, wbom grcatnefs does fo pleafe. 
Ye feafty I fear, like Damocles : 
^If ye your eyes could upwards move 
(But ye, I fear, think nothing is abov^ 
Ye would perceive by what a little thread 

The fword ftili haags over your head : 
No tide of wine would drown your cares 5 
No mirth or mufic over-uoife your fears : 
The fear of death would you fo watchful keep. 
As not t' admit the image of it, fleep. 

Sleep, is a god too proud to wait in palaces. 

And yet fo humble too, as not to fcom 
The mcaneft country cottages : 
•* His poppy grows among the com." 

The halcyon Sleep will never build his neft 
In any ftormy bread. 
'Tis not enough that he does find 
Clouds and darknefs in their mind ; 
Darknefs but half his work will do : 

'Tis not enough j he muft find quiet too. 

The man, who in all wiflies he does make. 

Does only nature's counfel take. 
That wile and happy man will never fear 

The evil afpefts of the year j 
Nor tremble, though two comets fhould appear:: 
He docs not look in almanacks, to fee 

Whether he fortunate fhall be 5 
Let Mars and Saturn in the heavens conjoin. 
And what they pleafe againft the world defign. 

So Jupiter within him (hinc. 
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If of your pleafures and defires no end be found, 
God to your cares and fears will fet no bound. 

What would content you ? who can tell ? 
Ye fear fo much to lofe what ye have got. 

As if ye lik\l it well : 
Ye ftrive for more, as if ye likM it not. 

Go, level hills, and fill up Teas, 
Spare nought that may your wanton fancy pleafc j 

But, truft me, when you have done all this, 
Much will be mifling ftill, and much will be amifs. 



VII. 
OF AVARICE. 

THERE are two forts of avarice : the one is 
but of a bailard kind, and that is, the rapacious 
appetite of gain ; not for its own fake, but for the 
pleafure of refunding it immediately through all the 
channels of pride and luxury : the other is the true 
kind, and properly fo called} which is a reftlefs and 
unfatiable defirc of riches, not for any farther end or 
ufe, but only to hoard, and preferve, and perpetually 
incrcafe them. The covetous man, of the firft knd, 
is like a greedy oftrich, which devours any metal; 
but it it with an intent to feed upon it, and in effect, 
it makes a ihift to digeft and excern it. The fecond 

ii 
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h'like the foolifli chongby which lovet to ftod moMf 
only to hide it. The firft 4oct much harm to maa^ 
kind ; and a little good too> to iome few i tha (econd 
does good to none | no, not to himfblf. Tba firft caa 
'make no excufe to God, or angdt, or rational me8» 
for his a6lious t the fecond can gire no reafoa ar 
xoloufy not to the devil himfelf, for what he does { 
he is a flave to Mammon without wages. The firft 
makes a ihift to be beloved $ ay, and envied too by 
fome people i the fecond is the univerial objed of 
hatred and contempt. There is no vice has beea G> 
pelted with good fentencesi and efpecially by tht 
poets, who have purfued it with fiories, and fahk^t 
and allegories, and allufions $ and moved, as we (iiy» 
every ftone to fling at it : amofig all which, I do not 
remember a more fine and gentleman-like corre£lioDf 
than that which was given it by one line of Ovidt 

^< DeAmt luxuriae multa, avaritiae omnia.** 
Much is wanting to luxury, all to avarice. 

To which faying, I have a mind to add one nca* 
ber, and tender it thus. 

Poverty wants fome, luxury many, avarice all things. 

Somebody fays * of a virtuous and wife maiii 
<< that having nothing, he has all r* this is juft hit 

* The author, weK acquainted with the tafb of hit 
readers, would not difguft their delicacy by letting 
them know that this ** fomebody** was St. Pavf) 
[i Cor. vi. 10.]— thouffh theieaie and cvprefliMi woaU 
have donelionour to Plato. H, 

•ntipodC) 
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^iltipode» who, hanriivg all thin^, yet has nothing. 

-He is a gruardian eunuch to his beloved gold j '< au- 
"** divi eos amatores ^ttk inaximos, fed nil potefle.^ 

They aie the fondeft lovers, but impotent to enjoy. 

Andy oh, what man^s condition can be worfe 
Than his, whom plenty ftarves, and blejfEngs curie >; 
The beggars but a common fate dsplorc. 
The rich poor man 's emphatically poor. 

I wonder how it comes to pafs, that there has never 
l>een any law made againft him : againft him do I fay? 
I mean, for him : as tliete are public proviiions made 
for all other madmen : it is very reafonable that the 
•^king fhould appoint fome perfons {and I think the 
xourtiers would not be againft this propofition) to 
'tnanage hh eftate during his life (for his heirs com- 
monly need not that care) : and out of it to make it 
their buiiners to fee, that he fhould not want alimony 
l>efitting hts condition, which he could never get out 
of his own cruel fingers. We relieve idle vagrants, 
and counterfeit beggars ; but have no care at all of 
thefe really poor rnen, who are, mediinks, to be re^ 
fpe6lfully treated, in regard of their quality. I might 
'be endlefs againft them, 1>ut I am almoft choaked 
with the fuper-abundance of the matter ; too much 
4>lenty impoveriihes me, as it does them. I will con- 
dude this odious fubjeft with part of Horace^s fii'ft 
Xuire, which take in his own familiar ftyle : 

I admire, Maecenas, bow it comes to ^tkk, 
That^no man ever yet contented was, 

3 Nor 
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Nor it, nor perhaps wil] be, witk that ftate 
In which his own choice plants him, or his fate. 
Happy the merchant, the old foldier cries : 
The merchant, beaten with tempeftuous Quttf 
Happy the foldier I one half- hour to thee 
Gives fpecdy death, or glorious vidory : 
The lawyer, knockt up early from his reft 
By reftlefs clients, calls the peafant i>left : 
The peafant, when his labours ill fucceed. 
Envies the mouth, which only tallc does feed, 
^Tis not (I think you *11 fay) that I want ftort 
Of inftances, if here I add no more ; 
They are enough to reach, at leatt a mile. 
Beyond long orator Fabius's ftylc. 
But hold, yc, whom no fortune e'er endears, . 
Gentlemen, malecontents, and mutineers. 
Who bounteous Jove fo often cruel call. 
Behold, Jove "s now rcfoIvM to pleafc you all. 
Thou foldier, be a merchant : merchant, thou 
A foldier be : and, lawyer, to the plough. 
Change all your (lations ftrait : why do they ftay ? 
The devil a man will change, now, when he may. 
Were I in general Jove's abufed cafe. 
By Jove I 'd cudgel this rebellious race : 
But he 's too good j be all, then, as ye were j 
However, make the bed of what ye are. 
And in that ftate be chcarful and rejoice. 
Which either was your fate, or was your choice. . 
No, they muft labour yet, and fweat, and toil. 
And very mifcrablc be awhile j 

But 
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But 'tis with a defign only to gain 
What may their age with plenteous eafe maintain. 
The prudent pifmhe does this leflbn teach. 
And induftry to lazy mankind preach: 
The little drudge does trot about and fweat, 
Nor does he ftrait devour all he can get j 
But in his temperate, mouth carries it home 
A ftock for winter, which he knows muft come. 
And, when the rolling world to creatures here 
Turns up the deformM wrong- fide of the year. 
And (huts him in, with ftorms, and cold, and wet. 
He chearfully does his pad labours eat : 
O, does he fo ? your wife example, th' ant. 
Does not, at all times, reft and plenty want. 
But, weighing juftly a mortal ant's condition. 
Divides his life *twixt labour and fruition. 
Thee, neither heat, nor ftorms, nor wet, nor cold. 
From thy unnatural diligence can withhold : 
To th' Indies thou would' ft run, ratlier than fee 
Another, though a friend, richer than thee. 
Fond man ! what beauty can be found 
In heaps of treafure, buried undtr ground ? 
Which rather than diminifliM e*er to fee, 
Thou would'ft thyfelf, too, buried with them be : 
And what's the difference ? is 't not quite as bud 
Never to ufe, as never to have had ? 
In thy vaft barns millions of quarters ftore ; 
Thy belly, for all that, will hold no more 
Than mine does. Every baker makes much bread : 
What then ? He's with no more, than others, fed. 
Vol. II. A a Do 



354 ESSAYS IN VERSE AND PROSE 

Do you within the bounds of nature live. 

And to augment your own you need not ftrive ; 

One hundred acres will no Icfs for you 

Your life*s whole bufinert, than ten thoufand, do. 

But plcafant *tis to take from a great ftore. 

What, man ! though you 're rcfolvM to take no more 

Than I do from a fmail one ? If your will 

Be but a pitcher or a pot to fill. 

To fome great river for it muft you go. 

When a clear fpring juft at your feet does flow? 

CJive me the fpring, which does to human ufe 

Safe, cafy, and untroubled ftores produce ; 

lie who fcorns thcfe, and needs will drink at Nilcy 

Mud run the danger of the crocodile. 

And of the rapid ftrcara itfclf, which may. 

At unawares, bear him perhaps away. 

In a full flood Tantalus ftands, his (kin 

WafhM o'er in vain, for ever dry within : 

lie catclics at the ftream with greedy lips. 

From his toucht mouth the wanton torrent flips i 

You laugh now, and expand your careful brow ; 

'Tis finely faid, but what 's all this to you ? 

Cliange but the name, this fable is thy ftory, 

'J'hou in a flood of ufelcfs wealth doft glory, 

Which thou canft only touch, but never ufte 5 

Tlf abundance ftill, and ftill the want, does laff. 

The trcafurcs of the gods thou would^fl not fparc : 

Jjttt when they 're made thine own, they facrcd arc, 

And muft be kept with reverence ; as if thou 

No other ufc of prcciouf gold didfl know^ 

But 
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at that of curiooft pid^uret, to dolight, 
^ith the fair ftainp» thy virtuoCo fight, 
he only true aad genuine uie is this, 
o buy the things^ which nature cannot raifs 
''ithout difcomfort $ oil and vital bread, 
nd wine, by which the life of life is fed^ 
nd all thofe few things elfe by which wc live: 
11 that remains, is giv^n for thee to give, 
cares and troubles, envy, grief, and fear, 
he bitter fruits be, which fair riches bear $ 
' a new poverty g^ow out of ftore ; 
he old plain way^ ye gods ! let me be poor. 



Paraphrafe on Hon ace, B. III. Od. xvi. 

A TOWER of brafs, one would have faid. 

And locks, and bolts, and iron bars, 
d guards, as ^ri6t as in the heat of wars, 
ght have prefervM one innocent maidenhead, 
c jealous father thought, he well might fparc 

All further jealous care j 
d, as he walked, t' himfclf alone he fmil'd, 

To think how Venus' arts he had beguiTd j 

And, when he flept, his reft was deep : 
t Venu 8 laugh'd to fee and hear him flcep. 

She taught the amorous Jove 

A magical receipt in love, 
hich arm'd him ftronger, and which help'd him more, 
un all his thunder did, and his almighty-(hip before. 
A » a %V 
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She taught him love*t elixir* by which art 
His godhead into gold he did convert i 

No guards did then his paflage ftay» 

He pafs'd with cafe } gold was the word | 
Subtle as lightning, bright, and quick, and fierce, 

Gold through doors and walls did pierce. 

The prudent Macedonian king, 
To blow up towns, a golden mine did fpring. 

He broke through gates with his petar j 
'Tig the great art of peace, the engine 'tis of war j 

And fleets and armies follow it afari 
The cnfign 'tis at land, and 'tis the Teaman's ftan 

Let all the world flave to this tyrant be. 
Creature to this difguifcd deity. 

Yet it fliall never conquer me. 
A guaiil of virtues will noi let it pafs. 
And wiliiom is a tower of (Irongcr brafs. 
The Mufts' laurel, round my temples fpr.ad, 
Docs from this lightning's force fecure my head: 

Nor will I lift it up fo high. 
As in the violent meteor's way to lie. 
Wealth for its power do wc honour and adored 
1'he things wc hate, ill-fate, and death, have more. 

From towns and courts, camps of the rich and great, 
The vail Xcrxean army, I retreat. 
And to the fmall Laconic forces fly. 

Which holds the ftraits of poverty. 

Cclbn 
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liars and granaries in vain we fill. 

With all the bounteous fummer'a ftore, 

the mind thirft and hunger ftill : 

The poor rich man 's emphatically poor. 
Slaves to the things we too much prize, 

e maitcrs grow of all thai we defpife. 

field of corn, a fountain, and a wood. 

Is all the wealth by nature undcrftood. 
le monarch, on whom fertile Nile beftows 

AlLwhich that grateful earth can bear, 

Deceives himfelf, if he fuppofe 
That more than this falls to his fhare. 
hatever an eftate does beyond this afford. 

Is not a rent paid to the lord $ 
It is a tax illegal and unjuft, 
:a^ed from it by the tyrant luft. 

Much will always wanting be. 

To him who much defires. Thrice happy he 
» whom the wife indulgency of Heaven, 

With fparing hand, but juft enough has given. 



A a J Vllt, THE 
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vin. 

THE DANGERS OF AN HONEST MAN 
IN MUCH COMPANY. 

IP twenty thoufand naked Americans were not able 
to refift the aflaults of but twenty well-armed Spa- 
niards, I fee little poffibility for one honeft man to 
defend himfelf again ft twenty thoufand knaves who are 
all fui-nidied cap a fi^ with the defenfive anns of 
worldly pnidence, and the oiFenfive too of craft and 
malice. He will find no lefs odds than this againft 
him, if he have much to do in human aflPairs. The 
only advice therefore which I can give him is, to be 
fare not to venture his perfon any longer in the open 
campaign, to retreat and entrench himfelf, to ftop up 
all avenues, and draw up all bridges againft fo name* 
reus an enemy. 

The truth of it is, that a man in much buHnefs muft 
either make himfelf a knave, or eUe the world will 
make him a fool : and, if the injury went no farther 
than the being laught at, a wife man would content 
himfelf wiih the revenge of retaliation ; but the cafe 
is much worfe, for thefe civil cannibals too, as well as 
the wild ones, not only dance about fuch a taken 
ftranger, but at laft devour him. A fober man can- 
not get too foon out of drunken company, though they 
be never fo kind and merry among themfelves j it is 
not unplcafaut only^ but dangerous^ to him. 

Do 
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ye wonder that a virtuous man fliould love to be 
? It is hard for him to be otherwifc j he is io, 

he is among ten thoufand : neither is the fo- 

fo uncomfortable to be alone without any other 
re, as it is to be alone in the mlddof wild beaits. 
is to man all kind of beads | a fawning dog, a 
g lion, a thieving fox, a robbing wolf, a dif- 
ng crocodile, a treacherous decoy, and a rapa- 
vulturc. The civilift, mcthinks, of all nations, 
ofc whom wc account the moft barbarous j there 
ic moderation and good-nature in the Toupinam- 
ns, who eat no men but their enemies, whilft 
irncd and polite and Chriftian Europeans, like fo 
pikes and fliarks, prey upon every thing that we 
/allow. It is the great boafi: of eloquence and 
bphy, that they firlt congregated men dilperfed, 
1 them into focieties, and built up the houfes and 
ills of cities. I wi/h they could unravel all they 
oven J that we might have our woods and our 
:nce again, inftead of our caftles and our policies, 
have aflcmblcd many thoufands of fcattcred peo- 
to one body : it is true, they have done fo j they 
brought them together into cities to cozen, and 
irmies to murder, one another: they found them 
rs and fifhers of wild creatures j they have made 
hunters and fiflurs of their brethren : they boaft 
vc reduced them to a (lite of peace, when the 
is, ihcy have only taught them an art of war t 
lave framed, I muft confefs, wholefomc laws for 
iftraint of vice, but they raifed firft that devil, 

now they conjure and cannot bind : though there 
A a 4. were 
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were before no punifliments for wickednefs, yet there 
was lefs committed^ becaufe there were no rewards 
for it. 

But the men, who praife philofophy from this topic, 
are much deceived j let oratory anfwer for itfelf, the 
tinkling perhaps of that may unite a fwarm : it nerer 
was the work of philofophy to aflemble multitudes, 
but to regulate only, and govern them, when they 
were afTcmbled ; to make the beft of an evil, and bring 
them, as much as is poflible, to unity again. Avarice 
and ambition only were the firft builders of towns, and 
founders of empire j they, faid, ^< Go to, let us build 
lis a city and a tower whofe top may reach unto hea- 
ven, and let us make us a name, left we be fcattered 
abroad upon the face of the earth *." What was the 
beginning of Rome, the metropolis of all the world ? 
Wh;it was it, but a concourfe of thieves, and a fanc- 
tuary of criminals ? It was juftly named by the au- 
gury of no lefs than twelve vultures, and the founder 
cemented his walls with the blood of . his brother. 
Not unlike to this was the beginning even of the firft 
town too in the world, and fuch is the original fm of 
mod cities : their aftual, increafe daily with their age 
and growth ; the more people, the more wicked all of 
them J every one brings in his part to enflame the con- 
tagion ; which becomes at laft fo univerfal and fo ftrong, 
that no precepts can be fufficient prefi^rvatives, nor 

* Gen. xi. 4, 

any 
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T?any thing fecui-e our fafety, but flight from among 
the infcfled. 

We ought, in the choice of a fituation, to regard 
above all things the healthfulnefs of the place, and the 
healthfulnefs of it for the mind, rather than for the 
body. But fuppofe (which is hardly to be fuppofed) 
we had antidote enough againft this poifon $ nay, fup- 
pofe further, we were always and at all points armed 
and provided, both againft the affaults of hoftility, and 
the mines of treachery, it will yet be but an uncom- 
fortable life to be ever in alai-ms ; though we were 
compalfed round with fire, to defend ourfelves from 
wild beafts, the lodging would be unpleafant, becaufe 
we muft always be obliged to watch that fire, and to 
•fearno lefs the diefefts of our guard, than the dili- 
gences of our enemy. The fum of this is, that a vir- 
tuous man is in danger to be trod upon and deftroyed 
in the crowd of his contraries, nay, which is worfe, to 
be changed. and corrupted by them; and that it is im- 
poffible to efcape both thefe inconveniencies, without fo 
" much caution as will take away the whole quiet, that 
is the happinefs, of his life. 

Ye fee then, what he may lofe; but, I pray, what 
can he get there ? 

Quid Romae faciam ? Mcntiri nefcio •• 

What (hould a man of truth and honefty do at Rome? 
he can neither under ftand nor fpeak the language of 

• Juv. Sat, iii. 41. 

the 
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the place i a naked man may fwim in the fea, bat it '» 
not the way to catch fifh there i they are likelier to de- 
vour him, than he them, if he bring no nets, andvft 
no deceits. I think therefore it was wife and friendly 
advice, which Martial gave to Fabian, when he net. 
him newly arrived at Rome x 

Honefl: and poor, faithful in word and thought}. 

What has thee, Fabian, to the city brought ? 

Thou neither the buffoon nor bawd canft play, . 

Nor with falfe whifpert th' innocent betray i 

Nor corrupt wives, nor froip rich beldams get . 

A living by thy induftry and fweat s 

Nor with vain promifes and projefls cheat. 

Nor bribe or flatter any of the great. 

But you *re a man of learning, prudent, juft j 

A man of courage, firm, and Ht for trull. 

Why you may ftay, and live unenvied here $ 

But (faith) go back, and keep you where you were. 

Nay, if nothing of all this were in the cafe^ yet the 
very fight of uncleannefs is loathfome to the cleanly ; 
the fight of folly and impiety, vexatious to the wife and 
pious. 

Lucretius f , by his favour, though a good poet, was 
but an ill-natured man, when he faid, it was delight- 
ful to fee other men in a great dorm : and no lefs ill- 
natured ftiould I think Democritus,who laughed at all 
the world, but that he retired himfclf fo much out of 
it, that we may perceive he took no great pleafure in 

f Lucr. lib* ii« 

that 
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hat kind of mirth. I have been drawn twice or thrice 
>y company to go to Bedlam, and have ieen others 
rery much delighted with the fantadical extravagancy 
>f fo many various madneiTes { which upon me wrought 
fo contrary an effe6l, that I always returned, not only 
melancholy, but even Tick with the ftght. My com- 
paflion there was perhaps too tender, for I meet a thou- 
fand madmen abroad, without any perturbation $ tho*, 
to weigh the matter juftly, the total lofs of reafonis lefs 
deplorable than the total depravation of it. An exafl 
judge of human bleliings, of nches, honours, beauty, 
even of wit itfelf, (hould pity the abufe of them, more 
than the want. 

Briefly, though a wife man could pafs never fo fe- 
curely through the great roads of human life, yet he 
will meet perpetually with fo many objc£^s and occa- 
fions of compaiTion, grief, fhame^ anger, hatred, indig- 
nation, and all paflions but envy (for he will find no- 
thing to defervc that), that he had better ftrike into 
fome private path ; nay, go fo far, if he could, out of 
the common way, ** ut ncc fadla audiat Pelopidarum j" 
that he might not fo much as hear of the actions of the 
fons of Adam. But, whither (hall we fly then ? into 
the deferts, like the ancient Hermits ? 

—Qua terra patct, fcra regnat Erinnys, 
In facinus jurafle putes— • 

One would think that all mankind had bound them- 
ftlves by an oath to do all the wickednefs they can f 

* Ovid. Metam. i. 241 • 
1 that 
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that they had all (as the fcripture fpeaks) << fold them- 
•* fclves to fin ;" the difference only is, that fome are 
a little more crafty (and but a little, God knows) in 
making of the bargain. I thought, when I firft went 
to dwell in the country, that without doubt I /hould 
have met there with the fimplicity of the old poetical 
golden age j I thought to have found no inhabitants 
there, but fuch as the Aiepherds of Sir Phil. Sydney in 
Arcadia, or of Monfieur d'Urfe upon the banks of 
Lignon 5 and began to confider with myfelf, which way 
I might recommend no lefs to pofterity the happipefs 
and innocence of the men of Chertfea : but, to confei's 
the truth, I perceived quickly, by infallible demonftra- 
lions, that I was ftill in Old England, and not in Ar- 
cadia, or La Forreil $ that, if I could not content my- 
felf with any thing lefs than exa6l fidelity in human 
converfation, I had almoil as good go back and feek for 
it in the Court, or the Exchange, or Weftminiler-hall. 
I afk again, then, whither (hall we fly, or what ihall we 
<io ? The world may fo come in a man's way, that he 
cannot choofc butfalute it ; he muft take heed, though, 
not to go a whoring after it. If, by any lawful voca- 
tion, or juft neceffity, men happen to be married to if, 
I can only give them St. Paul's advice : " Brethren, 
*« the time is fliort ; it remains, that they, that have 
" wives, be as though they had none.— But I would 
** that all men were even as I myfelf *." 

In all cales, they muft be fure, that they do mundum 
ducerey and not mundo nub ere. They muft retain the 

* I Cor. vii, 29. 7. 

fuperiorlty 
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ftipcriority and hcadfliip over it : happy are they, who 
can get out of the fight of this deceitful beauty, that 
they may not be led fo much as into temptation 5 who 
have not only quitted the metropolis, but can abftain 
from ever feeing the next market-town in their coun- 
try. 



CLAUDIAN'S OLD MAN OP VERONA* 

De sene Veronensi, qui suburbium nun- 
quam egressus est. 

«< FELIX, qui patriis,'' &c. 

HAPPY the man, who his whole time doth bound 

Within th' inclofure of his little ground. 

Happy the man, whom the fame humble place 

(Th* hereditary cottage of his race) 

From his firft rlfmg infancy has known. 

And by degrees fees gently bending down, 

With natural propenfion, to that earth 

Which both preferv'd his life, and gave him birth* 

Him no falfe diftant lights, by fortune fet. 

Could ever into foolifti wanderings get. 

He never dangers either faw, or fear'd : 

The dreadful ftorms at fea he never heard. 

He never heard the (hrill alarms of war. 

Or the worfe noifes of the lawyers' bar. 

No change of confuls marks to him the year, 

The change of feafons is his calendar, 

Th^ 
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The cold atid heat, winter aod fhmmer fhows ; 
Avtiimn by bruits, and ipring by flowers, he knowi. 
He nAeaftires time by land-ihafks, and has found 
For the whole day the dial of his ground. 
A neighbouring wood, bom with himfelf, he fees^ 
And loves his old contemporary trees. 
He ^as only heard of near Veronals name. 
And knows it, like the Indies, but by fame. 
. Does with a like concernment notice take 
Of the Ked-fea, and of Benacus^ lake. 
Thus health aind ftrength he' to a third age enjoys. 
And fees a long pofterity oi Hoys. 
About the fpacious world let others roam. 
The voyage, life, is longeft made at home. 



IX. 

THE SHORTNESS OF LIFE, AND UNCER- 
TAINTY OF RICHES. 

IF you fliould fee a man, who were to crofs from 
Dover to Calais, run about very bufy and folicitoas, 
and troublehimfelf many weeks before in making pro- 
vilions for his voyage, would you commend him for a 
cautious and difcreet perfon, or laugh at him for a ti- 
morous and impertinent coxcomb ? A man, who is ex- 
ceflive in his pains and diligence, and whoconfumes the 
gieateft part of his time in funiifliing the remainder 
^ith all conveniences and even fuperfluities, is to an« 

gelt 
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I and wife men no lef^ ridjculous $ he does as little 
fider the ftiortnefi of his paffagc, that he might pro- 
tion his cares accordingly. It is^ alas^ fo narrow a 
it betwixt the womb and the grave^ that it might 
called the Ptfi deVie^ as well as that the fas 4^ 
ais. 

We are all fi<}>n/xs^o( (as Pindar calls us) 9 creatures 
I day, and therefore our Saviour bounds our defires 
that little fpace j as if it were very probable that 
ry day (hould be our laft> We are taught to demand 
n bread for no longer a '^ame. The' fun ought not 
et upon our covetoufnels, no more' than upon our 
;er I but, as to God Almighty a thoufand years are 
3ne day, fo, in diredl oppofition, one day to the co- 
3us man is as a thoufand years j ** tarn brevi fortis 
Lilatur aevo multa," fo far he ihoots beyond his butt : 
: would think, he were of the opinion of the Mille- 
ies, and hoped for fo long a reign upon earth. The 
riarchs before the' flood, who enjoyed almoft fuch a 
, made, we are fure, lefs (lores for the maintaining 
it ; they, who lived nine hundred years, fcarcely 
•vided for a few days; we, who live but a few days^ 
•vide at leaft for nine hundred years. What a ftrange 
:ration is this of human life and manners ! and yet 
fee an imitation of it in every man's particular cx- 
icnce 5 for we begin not the cares of life, till it be 
f fpent, and Aill increafc them, as that decreafes. 
kVhatis there among the aftions df beafts fo illogical 
I repugnant to reafon ? When they do any thing, 
ich feems to proceed from that which we call reafon, 

we 
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we difdain to allow them that perfection, and attribute 
it only to a natural inftinft s and are not we fools, too^ 
by the fame kind of inftinft ? If we could but learn to 
** number our days** (as we are taught to pray that we 
might), we fliould adjuft much better our odier ac- 
counts 'y but, whilil we never confider an «nd of them, 
it is no wonder if our cares for them be without emft 
too. Horace advifes very wifely, and in exceUcnt 
good words, 

— Spatio brevr 
Spem loDgum refeces — • 

from a (hort life cut off all hopes that grow too longi 
They muft be pruned away like fuckers, that choak 
the mother-plant, and hinder it from bearing fruiti 
And in another place, to the fame fenfe, 

Vitae fummabrevis fpem nos vetat inchoare longamfj 

which Seneca does not mend, when he fays, ** Oh! 
quanta dementia eft fpes longas iiichoantium !** hut he 
gives an example there of an acquaintance of his^ 
named Scnecio, who, from a very mean beginning, by 
great induftiy in turning about of money through all 
ways of gain, had attained to extraordinary riches, hot 
died on a fuddcn after having fupped merrily, " In 
ipfo a61u bene cedentium rerum, in ipfo procurrentii 
fortunae impetu,'' in the full courfe of his good fortune^ 
when fhe had a high tide, and a ftiff gale, and all her 
fails on j upon which occafion he cries, out of Virgil |, 

* I Carm. xi. 6. f Ibid. iv. 15. J Buc. i. 74. 

« Infeif 
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•* Infere nunc* Mclibaee, pyros 5 pone ordinc rites I" 

Go, Melibaeus, now. 
Go graff thy orchards, and thy vineyards j)lant ; 
Behold the fruit ! 

«For this Senecio I have no compaflion, becaufe he 
was taken, as we fay, in ip/ofaffo, ftill labouring in 
the work of avarice ; but the poor rich man in St. 
Luke (whofe cafe wras not like this) I could pity, me- 
thioks, if the Scripture would permit me j for he feems 
to have been fatisfied at laft, he confeffes he had enough 
for many years, he bids his foul take its eafe i and yet 
for all that, God fays to him, ** Thou fool, this night 
*♦ thy foul (hall be required of thee 5 and the things 
" thoUi haft lain up, who fhall they belong to * ?'* 
Where (hall we (ind the caufes of this bitter reproach 
and terribly judgment ? We may find, I think, two j 
and God, perhaps, faw more. .Firii, that he did not 
intend true reft to his foul, but only to change the em< 
ployments of it from avarice to luxury ; his de(ign is, 
to cat and to drink, and to be merry. Secondly, that 
he went on too long before he thought of refting ; the 
fuUnefs of his old barns had not fufficed him, he would 
ftay till he was forced to build new ones : and God 
meted out to him in the fame meafure j fince he would 
have more riches than his life could contain, God <{l'- 
ftroyed his life, and gave the fruits of it to another. 
Thus God takes away fometimes the man fjom his 

• Luke xii. 10. 
Vol. IL B b ricl.fj, 



S70 l^SSAYB IN TERSE AMD PR08B 
richest and no Idt frequently ricbet from tbe bim- 
' what hope can there ht of fuck a marriage, iH^icre bod 
parties are fo fickle and uncertain f by what bonds cai 
fuch a couple be kept long together 7 

Why doft'iiiou heap up wealth, which tfaim muft fdlb 

Or, what is woric, be left by it f 
Why doft thou load thyielf, when ^kim *rt to fly. 

Oh man, ordain*d to die? 

Why doft^hocrbiiiki up ftately rooms on high. 
Thou who art under ground to lie ? 

Thou fow^ft and planteft, but no Aruit muft fee. 
For death, alas I is fowing thee. 

Suppofe, thotf'foitttne could^ft to tameneft bring. 

And clip or pinion her wing } 
Suppofe, thou could^ft on fiate fo far preraiJ, 

As not to cut off thy entail ; 

Yet death at all that fubtilty will laugh ; 

Death will that foolifti gardener mock. 
Who does a ftight and annual plant engrsdf 

Upon a lafting ftock. 

Thou doft thyfclf wife and induftrious deem ; 

A mighty hii(band thou would'ft fcem 5 
Fond man ! like a bought (lave, thou all the wlnle 

Doft but for others fweat and toil. 

OfHcious fool ! that needs muft meddling be 
In bufinefs, that concerns not thee I 
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en to future years thou* extend*ft thy caret, 
oil dearft in other men*t affairs. 

•ed rticft, bs if they tiUly were 
ildren again, for age prepare ; 
ns for long travel they defign, 
the laft point of their ftiort line. 

the ant againft poor winter hoards 
t (lock, which fummer^s wealth affords : 
loppers, that muft at autumn die, 
tv vain were inch an induftry ! 

:r and honour the deceitful light 
^ht half excufe our cheated fight, 
life the whole fmall time would ftay, 
d be our funfiiine all the day $ 

htning, that, begot but in a cloud 
tough ihining bright, and fpeaking loud) 
t begins, concludes its violent race, 
1 where it gilds, it wounds the place. 

i of fortune, which doft fair appear 
y to men that Hand not near ! 
overty, that tinfel bravery wears ! 
d, like a rainbow, painted tears ! 

?nt, and the llrore in proTpefl keep | 
I weak boat truft not the deep } 
eneath envy, above envying rife j 
greAt mcBy great things defpife. 

Bb ft The 
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The wius sample of the heavenly lark^ 
Thy fci.'ow-poet, Cofwiey, mark t 

Acore the c.cuds let thy proud mufick rouod. 
Thy humble neii build on the ground. 



X. 

THE DANGER OF PROCRASTINATION. 
A Letter to Mr. S. L. 

I A M ?!ad tiiat yon approve and appjaad mydeflga 
ct withdrawing myTelf from ail tumalt and bnfineii 
of :;'.e woi-rd. and con lee rating the little reft of my 
fi:r.e to th'Ai ftuiiiCi, to wh'ch r.aiure had fo motherly 
«r.clir;d nr.fi and from which fortune, like a ftep-mo» 
ther, has fo long detained me. But neverthclcfs (yoo 
: ■ . ■.< ..;ch If-ut 1% '* seriigo mcra/' a ruft whkh fpoii* 
t:-.s pood metal it grows upon. But you fay) jvi 
would advife me not to precipitate that refolution, but 
to ftay a whi.e longer with patience and complaiiance, 
till I had gotten fuch an cftatc as might afford me (ac- 
rcrd in g to :h^ laying of that pcrfon, whom you and I 
iov* very mi:cr, and would believe as foon as another 
mir.) '* cum dignitate otlum." This were excellent 
;i.lv;re to Jofhua, who could bid the fun ftay too. But 
th<;re is no fooling with life, when it is once turned be- 
yond forty. The feeking for a fortune then, is hot a 
defperate after-game; it is a hundred to one, if a man 

Hog 
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g two fixes, and recover all j efpecially, if hi» hand 
10 luckier than mine. 

There is fome help for all the defedls of fortune i 
, if a man cannbt attain to the length of his wifTies» 
may have his remedy by cutting of them (horter. 
icurus writes a letter to Idomeneus (who was then a 
y powerful, wealthy, and, it fecms, bountiful pcr- 
) to recommend to him, who had made fo many 
1 rich, one Pythoclcs, a friend of his, whom he de- 
d might be made a rich man too } " but I intrcat 
I that you would not do ic jufl the fame way as you 
'C done to many lefs deferving pcrfons, but in the 
ft gentlemanly manner of obliging him, which la^ 
: to add any thing to his eftate, but to take fomething 
m his defires.^ 

The fum of this is, that, for the uncertain hopes of 
nc conveniences, we ought not to defer the execution 
a work that is necefTary ; efpecially, when the ufe of 
ife things, which we would (lay fur, may otherwiiie 
Aipplied 5 but the lofs of lime, never recovered t nay, 
ther yet, though wc were fure to obtain all that we 
I a mind to, though we were fure of getting never fo 
ich by continuing the game, yet, when the light of 
: is fo near going out, anil ought to be fo preciouf, 
le jeu ne vaut pas la chandelle,** the play is not 
irth the expence of the candle t aftei* having been 
ig toft in a tempcll, if our mafia be Handing, and 
; have dill fail and tackling enough to carry us to 
r port, it is no matter fur the want of dreamers aud 
p.galiants ; 

B b 3 — ufcre 
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— — utere ?fUs^ 
Totot pande fintw*- * 

A gentleman in our late civil wa»y when hit qoarten^ 
were beaten vp by the enemy, was taken prifoner, and , 
loft his life afterwards, only by ftaying to put on a 
band, and adjuft his periwig i he would efcape like a 
perfon of quality, or not at at all, and died the noble 
martyr of ceremony and gentility. I think, your conn- 
iel of « Feftina lente*' is as ill to a man who is flying 
from the world, as it would have been to that unfor- 
tunate, well-bred gentleman, who was fo cautious as 
not to fly undccently from his enemies j and theref<H«. 
I prefer Horace's advice before yours, 

— — fapere aude,. 
Inoipe— 

Begin $ the getting out of doors is the greateft part 
•f the journey. Varro f teaches us that Latin pro- 
verb, <' portam itineri longiflimam efie 5*^ but to return 
to Horace, 

" — Sapere aude : 
** Incipe Vivendi refllc qui prorogat horam, 
*< Rufticus expe£lat, dum labitur annis : at iile 
<« Labitur, & labetur in omne volubilis anrum J..'* 

Begin, be bold, and venture to be wife ; 
He who defers this work from day to day^ 
Does on a river's bank expelling ftay, 

* Juv. i. 150, f Iib» I. Agric* % i £p, ii. 40. 

Till 
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Till, the whole ilream, which ftopt him» ihould be gone. 
That runs, and a» it runs, for ever will run on. 

Caefar (the man of expedition above all others) was 

fo far from this folly, that whenfoever, in a joumeyi he 

was to crofs any river, he never went one foot out of 

bit way for a bridge,, or a ford, or a ferry j but flung 

himfelf into it immediately, and fwam over : and this 

1% the courft we ought to imitate, if we meet with any 

ftops in our way to happinels. Stay, till the waters 

are low ; (lay, till {bme boats come by totranfport you ; 

ftay, till a bridge be built for you ; you had even 

zs good ftay, till the river be quite paft. Perfius 

(who, you ufe to fay, you da not know whether he be 

a good poet or no, becaufe you cannot under(land 

him, and whom therefore^ I fay, I know to be not a 

good poet) has an odd exprellton of thefe procrafti- 

nators, which, methinks, is full of fancy : 

** Jam eras hefternumxonfumpfunus j ecce aliud eras 

«« Egcrit hos annos,'' 

Our yefterday- s to-morrow now is is gone. 

And ftill anew to-morrow does come on ^. 

We by to-morrows draw up ail our ftore. 

Till the exbaufted well can yield no more. 

And'!nowv I think, I am. even with you^ for your 
" Otium cum dignitate,'* and " Feftina lentc," and 
three or four other more of your new Latin fentences : 
if I ihould draw upon you all my forces out of Seneqi 
and Plutarch upon this fubje£l, I (hould overwhelm 
you; but I leave thofej as Triarii, for your next. 
B b 4 chac^e* 
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charge. I (hall only giire you now a light (kirmiih out 
of an epigrammatift, your fpecial good frierni $ and Oh 



Martial, Lib. V. Epigr. lix. 

<' Cras te vi£luruni> eras dicis, Poftbumey fiunper}** &c* 

TO-MORROW you ^11 live, you always cry; 
In what far country does this morrow lie. 
That 'tis fo mighty long ere it arrive ? 
Beyond the Indies does this morrow live ? 
'Tis fo far- fetched this morrow, that I fear 
'Twill be both very old and very dear. 
To-morrow I will live, the fool does fay: 
To-day itfelf 's too late j the wife livM yefterday. 



Martial, Lib. II. Epigr. xc. 
** Quinftiliane, vagse moderator fumme juventae," &Cw 

WONDER not, Sir (you who inftruft the town 
In the true wifdora of the facred gown) 
That I make hafte to live, and cannot hold 
Patiently cut till I grow rich and old. 
Life for delays and duubts no time does give^ 
None ever yet made hafte enough to live. 
Let him defer it, whofe prepofterous care 
Omits himfelf, and reaches to his heiri 

wiK> 
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Who does ills father's bounded ftores dcfpife. 
And whoT^v'hfs own too never can fufiice : 
My humbie:" thoughts no glittering roofs require^ 
Or rooms that (hine with aught but conftant 6re. 
I well content the avarice of my fight 
With the fair gildings of refleaed light < 
Pleafures abroad, the fport of nature yields 
Her living fountains, and her fmiling fields % 
And then at home, what pleafure is 't to fee 
A little, cleanly, cfaearful, family I 
Which if a chafte wife crown, no lefs in her 
Than fortune, I the golden mean prefer. 
Too noble, nor too wife, (he (hould not be. 
No, nor too richy too fair, too fond of me« 
Thus let my life Aide filently away. 
With deep all night, and quiet all the day* 



OF MYSELF. 

IT it a hard and nice fubjefl for a man to write of 
himfelf 5 it grates his own heart to fay any thing 
0f difparagement, and the reader's ears to hear any 
diing of praife from him. There is no danger from 
me of offending him in this kind ) neither my mind, 
•or my body, nor my fortune, allow me any materials 
• • • Ut 
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fur thai vanhr. Is a fnficmt inr mjr own coatmti* 
sieiitg shst tkcv baw prefiurved me fiwo fcriar friivla- 
iouf or ronarkatkic «■ tie ^ejratK fidt. Bat, be* 
ikon ThK, I AAiibesB^Bakofvrfi^tfcaljraafciaUoa- 
tb lilt iubits cE^ i3bKSt ^ "V LnkMi diftoBrSn, and (bail 
Ik i'ikr\iKr zhrrmj to fali iano tiie flOBaanpCy a— nfe 

A» far » Tirr memcaT cao mvm back into mf pil 
lot, iKfcw I kifTv, ur -vw capaUc cf gwfing^ wfait 
tbt wonid, cxr tiie g:iorJ» or bufaaHa of it, «cn«dbe m^ 
tunJ sfftrcLicmk of snr km^ gave se»fc m iecivt beat of 
iM eri^OT. from thcan* at iuac: piasatft are iud to tan 
s^i-aj frtim c-4erf . W as attjpadiy io^crcepCiUe fo 
titOBk:v«y and ixicnita-bk to xaas's nadcrftaadiflf. 
Lvtr. wfiirx. I wkk ]i vtry yuuag bav it fichcol, iatoi 
t: rtrtirf ar»»i;t on aoiy-day* 'fr:W plajriag wirb njr 
fti*yw*, I Wit «'.:.■: ty r.fJ frt-.x ^t.t^., aii»d waJJc invt 
•Jit ^«di, f^;;r' fcicnt will* «. l»ooc, oi Trjth fwrat «** 
«:orrptr.;wL. .: I co-*a n:,i triy of lit /sar:* ttmptr. I 
vi-t VAti, txK/, j't. n.3th LL tr.f.xy t'j aj] coattnuiif, 
l-it! rr.y dSiiir.'t cv'JiJ rjrv:: ;.:e\ i- ^ on jjit, by tay pt;- 

f'jTT.rrjr. r,>t of gnmmir i ;r. -wbich tbty diipeu^tsd 
vr/.fc rat aiojLt, btcjujft ibsy v^uM I made a ihifi to d» 
ij»t tj/uaJ nttjcii't trot of r:jy twn itadj-ig w-id odCst'^ 
1.0IJ, Tbaa 1 .r£i ThtD of lit faiBt ri:.Ji.d v I am xicnr 
(wfich, I ooafefi, I waiiUtr Jit rejritJfy aiky s^jjck 
by the; Unc erid cf aa uit, which I n^^wk wheu I »» 
but tbirUoi ytart old» and wbicii w£» txitn fn^tirJ 
with Biany ylJJtr ver(e». The bq^nsbg cf it i» boyiib ; 

3 t3! 
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but of this part, which I here fet down (if a very little 
were correfted) I. ihould hardly now be much afliamed* 

This only grant me» that my meanai may lio 
Too low for envy» for contempt too higli. 

Some honour I would have^ . 
Vot from gi'eat deeds, but good alone |. 
Th* unknown ore better than ill known t. 

Rumour can ope the grave. 
Acquaintance I would have, but when *t depends- 
Not on the numberi but the choice, of friendt« 

9ooki (hould, not bufincfs, entertain the light. 
And ileep, as undifturb*d at death, the night. 

My houfe a cottage more 
Than palace ; and (hould fitting bt 
For all my ufe, no luxury. 

My garden painted o*er 
With Nature*t hand, not Art*i ) and pleafuret yields 
Horace might envy in hit^ Sabin field. 

Thus would I double my life's fading fpace |. 
For he, that runs it well, twice runs his race. 

And in this true delight, 
Thefe unbought fports, this happy ftate> 
I would not fear, nor wifh, my fate ; 

But boldly fay each night. 
To-morrow let ray fun his beams dlfplay^ 
Or. in clouds hide them j I have liv'd to-day. 

You may iee by it, I was even then acquainted with 
tbepocti.(for the conclufion is taken out of Horace *} j 
* 3 Od« xxix. 4.1. 

and 
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and perhaps it was the immature and immdderate love 
of them, which ftampt firft, or rather engraved, thefe 
charaflei-s in me i they were like letters cut into the 
bark of a young tree, which with the tree ftill grow 
proportionably. But, how this love came to be pro- 
duced in me fo early, is a hard queftion t I believe, I 
can tell the particular little chance that filled my head 
firft with fuch chimes of verfe, as have never fince left 
ringing there : for I remember, when I began to read, 
and to take fome pleafurc in it, there was wont to lie 
in my mother's parlour (I know not by what accident, 
for (he herfelf never in her life read any book but of 
devotion) but there was wont to lie Spenfer's works ; 
this I happened to fall upon, and was infinitely de- 
lighted with the ftories of the knights, and giants, and 
mongers, and brave houfcs, which I found every where 
there (though my underltanding had little to do with 
all this); and, by degrees, with the tinkling of the 
rhyme and dance of the numbers j fo that, I think, 
I had read him all over before I was twelve years old, 
and was thus made a poet as immediately as a child is 
made an eunuch. 

With thefe affeftions of mind, and my heart wholly 
fet upon letters, I went to the univerfity ; but was 
foon torn from thence by that violent public ftorm, 
which would fufFer nothing to ftand where it did, but 
rooted up every plant, even from the princely cedars to 
me the hyffop. Yet, I had as good fortune as could 
have befallen me in fuch a tempeft j for I was caft by 
it into the family of one of the beft perfons, and into 

the 
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the court of one of the bed princefTeSy of the world. 
N0W9 though I was here engaged in ways moft con- 
trary to the original defign of my life, that is, into 
inach company, and no fmall bufinefs, and into a 
daily fight of greatnefs, both militant and tnumphant 
(for that was the ftate then of the English and French 
courts) ; yet all this was fo far from altering my opi- 
nion, that it only added the conBrmation of reafon to 
that which was before but natural inclination. I faw 
plainly all the paint of that kind of life, the nearer I 
came to it ; and that beauty, which I did not fall ia 
love with, when, for aught I knew, it was real, was 
not like to bewitch or entice me, when I faw that it 
was adulterate. X met with feveral great perTons, 
whom I liked very well j but could not perceive that 
any part of their greatnefs was to be liked or defired, 
no more than I would be glad or content to be in a 
ftorm, though I faw many ihips which rid fafely and 
bravely in it t a ftorm would not agree with my ito- 
mach, if it did with my courage. Though I was in a 
crowd of as good company as could be found any 
where ; though I was in bufmefs of great and honoura^ 
ble trufti U^ugh I eat at the beft table, and enjoyed 
the beft conveniences for prefent fubGftence that ought 
to be defired by a man of my condition in banifliment 
and public diftreifes ; yet I could not abftain from re- 
newing my old (chool-boy^s wifli, in a copy of verfes 
to the ikme effe6l : 

Well 
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Well dien * J I now do plainly fte 

This bufy world and I fliall iie*tir ^gm» Ice. 

And I ntvtt dieta {yropofcd to myielf any other 'a*!-- 
Tantage from hh ilia{e^*a happy Reftdratiohy but iht 
getting into ftmie moderately convenient rttatat in the 
country ; which I thotight in that'tafe I might eafily 
have comjpaflfedy as wdll aft ibme othdrs^^^^th no greater 
ptobabiKtieB or pretencety have arrived to extraordi- 
nary fortunes : but I had liefore written a fhrewd 
prophecy agalnftnyfelf ; and I -think Apollo infpiitd 
me in thetruthy though not in the ekgHnce, of it : 

*' Thoti neidicr great at<oiirt, nor in the war, 

<< Nor at th^ exchange^ (halt be, nor at the wrangling 

«bar. 
'< Content thyfelf with the fmall -banren praife^ 
" Which neglcaed vcrfe does raiTe." 
She fpake ; and all my years to «oine 
Took their unlucky doom. 
Their fevei-al ways of life let others chufe. 

Their Several pleafures let them ufe j 
But I was bom for Love, and for a Mufe. 

With Fate what 'boots' it to contend ? 
Such I began, fuch am, and fo muft end. 
Tlie ftar, that did niy being fram^ 
Was but a lanibent flame^ 

* We have thefe verfes, under the nafait ct ^ 
WJ^i in the Mistress, Vol. It.p« a4^« 

And 
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And fome fmall light it did di^enife. 
But neither heat nor inflirence. 
• matter, Cowleyr $ let proud Fortune lee» 
lat thou canft her^^efpife, nolefs than flie does thee. 
Let all her gifts the portion bt 
Of iblly, luft, and flattery. 
Fraud, extortion, calumny. 
Murder, infidelity. 
Rebellion, and hypocrify. 
Do thou not grieve nor blufli to iie. 
As all th' infpired tuneful men, 
id all thy great forefathers, were, from Homer dowa 
to Ben. 

However, by the failing of the forces which I had 
pe6led, I. did not quit the defign which I had re* 
ved on ; I caft myfelf into it a corps . pirdUf with* 
t making capitulations, or taking counfel of for* 
le. But God laughs at a m^, who fays to his 
il, " Take thy eafe :" I rtet prefently not only 
th many little incumbrances and impediments, bdt 
th fo mucli ficknefs (a new misfortune to me) as 
uld havo fpoiled the happinefs of an emperor as Mrell 
mine : yet I do neither repent, nor alter my courfe. 
Non ego perfidum Hixi facramentum ;" nothing 
ill feparate me from a miftrefs whldi I have loved 
long, and have now at laft married ; though ihe 
ither has brought me a rich portion, tior lived yet 
quietly with me as I hoped from her i 

— «Nec 
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-T-^— " Ncc vos, dttlcilBma mtmdi 
** Nomina, vos Mitfae^, Libertas, Otia, Libri, 
** Hortique Sylvaeqite, anima remanente, Feliaquam.*** 

Nor by me e'er (hall yo«» 
You, of all names the fvreeted and the heft. 
You, Mufes, books, and liberty, and reft ; 
You, gardens, fields, and woods, forfaken be. 
As long as life itfelf forfakes not me. 

But this is a very j!>r6tty ejaculatron 5 becaufe I have 
concluded all the other chapters with a copy of verfes, 
f will maintain the humoin- to the laft. 



Martial, Lib. X. Epigr. xlviu 

•* Vitam quae faciunt beatiorem," Stc. 
SINCE, deareft friend, 'tis your defire to fee 
A true receipt of happinefs from me ; 
Thefe are the chief ingredients, if not all : 
Take an eftate neither too great or fmall. 
Which quantum fufficit the do6lors call: 
Let this eftate from pareats' care defcend ; 
The getting it too much of life does fpend : 
Take fuch a ground, whofe gratitude may be 
A fair encouragement for induftry. 
Let conftant fires the winter's fury tame 5 
And let thy kitchen's be a veftal flame. 

Thee 
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Thee to the town let never fuit at law, 

Ant! rarely, very rarely, bufinefs, draw. 

Thy a£live mind in equal temper keep. 

In undidnrbed peace, yet not in fleep. 

Let exercife a vigorous health maintain. 

Without which all the compofition 's vain. 

In the fame weight prudence and innocence take. 

Ana of each does the juft mixture make. 

But a few friendfhips wear, and !et them be 

By nature and by fortune fit for thee. 

In (lead of art and luxury in food. 

Let mirth and freedom make thy table good; 

If any cares into thy day-time creep. 

At night, without wine's opium, let them fleep. 

Let rclt, which nature does to darknefs wed. 

And not luft, recommend to thee thy bed. 

Be fatisfied and pleas'd with what thou art. 

Aft chedrfully and well th' allotted part j 

Enjoy the prefent hour, be thankful for the pad, 

And neither fear, nor wiih, th* approaches of the laft. 



Ma r t I A L, Lib. X. Epigr. xcvii 
*' Saepe loquar nimiUm gentes," &c. 

ME, who have liv'd fo long among the great,, 
^ou wonder to hear talk of a retreat : 
And a retreat fo diftant, as may (how 
Mo thoughts of a return^ when once I go* 

Vol. IL. C»c Give 
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Give me a couiitry» how jemotc foe'*cr, 
Where happinefs a moderate rate doea bear. 
Where poverty itfclf in plenty flows. 
And all the folid ufe of riches knows. 
The ground about the hOufe maintains tt^ there $ 
The houfe mantains the gtound about it, here i 
Here even hiinger^s dear ; and a full board 
Devours the vital lubftance of the lord. 
The land itfdf does there the feaft beftow. 
The )and itfclf muft here to market go. 
Three or four fuits one winter here does waftc» 
' One fuit does there three or four winters laft. 
Here every frugal man rauft oft be cold, 
• And little luke^warm iires are to yon fold. 
There fire 's an element, as cheap and free, 
Almoft, as any of the other three. 
Stay you then here, and live among the greats 
Attend their iports, and at their tables eat. 
When all the bounties here of men you fcore. 
The place's bounty there fhall give* tnt -rnsre. 



^PITAPHll 
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EPITAPHIUM ViVI AUCTORIS*- 

« tlic, o viator, futt larife pjliiulb 
** Couleias hie eft conditus, hie jacet; 
** DefuD^is humani laBorts 
'** Sortei fitpervacuaque vita. 

^* Non indecora paiq>erie nitens, 
** £t non inerti nobilis otio, 
** Vanoque dile£lis popello 
" Divitiis animofus hoftis. 

<' Poifis ut ilium dicere raoituum $ 
<< En terra jam nunc quantula fuificit ! 
** Exempta fit curis, viator, 
** 't^erra fit ilia Icvis, prccare. 

•* Hie fparge Hores, iparge breves rofas 
** Nam vita gaudet mortua floribus 
** Herbifque odoratis corona 
** Vatis adhtie cinerem calentem/* 

* See a tranflatioa of this Epitaph among th^ poems 
of Mr. Addiibn. 
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A 

PROPOSITION 

FOR 

THE ADVANCEMENT OF EXPERIMENTAL 
PHII^OSOPHY ** 



THE COLLEGE. 

THAT the philofophical college be fituated within 
one, two, or (at fartheft) three miles of London i 
;ind, if it be poflible to find that convenience, upon the 
fide of the river, or very near it. 

That the revenue of this colIc|je amount to four 
r.iouiai.d pounds a year. 

* Ingenious men delight in dreams of reformation. 
— In comparing this Frofofition of Cowley, with tbatoi 
Milton, addrefled to Mr.Hartlib, we find that thefe great 
poets had amufed themfelves with forae exalted, and, in 
the main, congenial fancies, on the fubjeft of education-: 
that, of the t'wo plans propofed, this of Mr. Cowley was 
better digefted, and is the iefs fanciful j if a preference, 
in this refpe6l, can be given to either, when both are 
manifeftly Utopian : and that our univcrfities, in their 
prefent form, are well enough calculated to anfwer all 
the reafonable end* of fuch inftitutions j provided we 
allow for the unavoidable defers of them, when drawn 
cut into prailice. H. 

1. That 
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That the company received into it bi' as follows : 
I. Twenty philofophers or profeflbrs. 2. Sixteen 
young fcholars, fervants to the profeflbrs. 3. A chap- 
lain. 4. A bailiff for the revenue, 5. A manciple 
or purveyor for the provifions of the houfe. 6. Two 
gardeners. 7. A mafter-coolc. S, An under-cook. 
9. A butler. 10. An under-butlcr. ji. A fur- 
geon. I*. Two lungs, or chemical fervants. 15. A 
library- keeper, who is Hkewife to be apothecary, 
druggift, and'keeper of inftruments, engines, Sec. 14. 
An officer to feed and take care of all beafts, fowl, &c. 
kept by the college. 15. A groom of the ftable. 
16. A meffenger, to fend up and down for all ufes 
of the college. 17. Four old women, to tend the 
chambers^ keep the houfe clean, and fuch-like fcr* 
vicet. 

That the annual allowance for this company be as 
follows: I. To every profeflbr, and to the chaplain, 
one hundred and twenty pounds, a. To the iixteen 
fcholars, twenty pounds apiece ; ten pounds for tht- ir 
diet, and ten pounds^ for their entertainment. 3. To 
the bailiflpy thirty pounds, befides allowance for his 
journies. 4. To the purveyor, or manciple, thiity 
pounds. 5. To each of the gardeners, twenty pounds. 
6. To the mafler-cook, twenty pounds. 7. To the 
iinder-cook, four pounds. S. To the butler, teji 
pounds. 9. To the under-butler, four pounds, ic. 
To the furgeon, thirty pounds. 11. To the library- 
keeper^ thirty pounds, 12. To each of the lunorg, 
t^ve pounds. 13. To the keeper of the be^ifts, fix 
C c 3 pounds. 
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pounds. 14. To the gtocm, fiye poundt. 15. Ta 
the roefienger, twelve pounds. i6. To the four 
neceflary women^ ten pounds. For the numdples* 
table, at which all the fervants of the booTe are Id 
cat, except the fcholars, one hundred and ^Tftf 
pounds. For three horfes for the fenrice of the coUcgei 
thirt}' pounds. 

All which amounts to three thouland two hundred 
eighty-five pounds. So that there remains for lucp- 
iDg of the houie and gardens, and operatoriet, and 
in(ti-uments, and animals, and experimentt of all 
ibrts, and all other cxpences, feven hundred and fifteen 
pounds. 

Which were a very inconfiderable fom for the goett 
ufes to which it is defigned, but that I conceive the 
induftry of the college will in a (hort time fo enrich 
itfelf, as to get a far better ftock for the advance and 
enlargement of the work when it it once begun: 
ncithei is the continuance of particular men^s liberality 
to b.j defpaired of, whi :\ it (hall be encouraged by the 
fight of that public bw/.jfit wiiich will accrue to all 
mankind, and chiefly to (.vr nation, by this founda- 
tion. Something likewii. -riii arife from leafes and 
other cafualties -, that nothing of which may be di- 
verted to the private gain of the profeflbrs, or any 
other ufe befides that of the fea/ch of nature, and by it 
the genera] good of the world ; and that cai-e may be 
taken for the certain performance of all things or- 
dained by the inftltution^ as likewife for the protec* 

tioa 
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tfon and encouragement of the conipaay> it is pro* 
ppied : 

That foipe pprfon of eminent quality^ a lover of 
(plid learning, and no ftranger in it, be chofen chan* 
. qellor or prefident of the college ; and that eight go- 
vernors more, men qualified in the like m.anner, be 
j9tB^ with him, two of which Oiall yearly be ap- 
pointed vifitors of the college, and receive an exa^l 
account of all expences, even to the fm^cft, and of 
the true eflate of th^ir public treafure, uad^r the hands • 
and oaths of the profeflbrs reildent. 

That the choice of profsfTors in any vagrancy belong 
to the chancellor and tlie governors ; but that the pro- 
fefibrs (who are likelieft.to know what nten of the 
na^n are mod proper for the- duties of their fociety) 
dure^ their choice, by recommending two or three 
peribns to them at every ele6lion: and that, if any 
learned perfon within his majefly's dominions difcover^ 
or eminently improve, any ufeful kind of knowledge, . 
l^e may upon that ground, for his reward and the en- 
couragement of others, be preferred, ^f hc; pretend to r 
the place, before any body elfe> 

That the governors have powerto turn^out any pro- 
feflbr, who fhall be proved to be either .fcandalous or 
unprofitable to the fociety. 

That the college be built after this, or fome fucb ^ 
nianner : That it con (id of three fair quadrangular 
courts, and three large grounds,, inclofed with good, 
walls behind them. That the firft court be built with 
a: fair cloiiler 3 and the profeiTors" lodgings, or rather 
C c.4 little. 
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little houfesy four on each fide, at fome diftance from 
one another, and with little gardens behind thiem, juft 
after the manner of the Chartreux beyond fea. That the 
infide of the cloifter be lined with a gravel -walk, and 
that walk with a row of trees ; and that in the middle 
there be a parterre of flowers and a fountain. 

That the fecond quadrangle, juft behind the *firft> 
be fo contrived, as to contain thefe parts: x. A 
chapel. 1. A hall, widi two long tables on each fide, 
for the fcholars and officers of the houfe to eat at, and 
with a pulpit and forms at the end for the public 
le^luiTs. 3. A large and pleafant dining-room within 
the hall, for the profeflbrs to eat in, and -to hold their 
aflfemblies and conferences. 4.. A public fchool-houfe. 
5. A library. 6. A gallery to walk in, adorned with 
the piftures or ftatues of all the^inventors of any thing 
iifeful to human life 5 as printing, guns, America, &c. 
and of late in anatomy, the circulation of th^ blood, 
the milky veins, and fuch-likc difcoveries in any art, 
'.vith fhort elogies under the portraitures : as likewife 
•the figures of all forts of creatures, and the ftuft /kins 
oi as many ftrange animals as can be gotten. 7. An 
atiatomy-cbamber, "adorned with Ikeletons and anito- 
TTiical piftures, and prepared with all conveniences 
for diflTcclion. 8. A chamber for all manner of drugs, 
and apothecaries' materials. 9. A mathematical cham- 
ber, furniftied with all forts of mathematical inftru- 
ments, being an appendix to tlie library. 10. Lodg- 
ings for the chriplain, furgeon, library -keeper, and 

purveyor, 
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j)tirvcyor, near the chapel, anatomy -chamber, library, 
tmd hall. 

That the third court be on one fide of thefc, very 
large, but meanly built, being defigned only for ule, 
and not for beauty too, as the others. That it contain 
the kitchen, l)utteries, brew-houfe, bake-houfe, dairy, 
lardry, (tables, &c. and efpecially great laboratories 
for chemical operations, and lodgings for the under- 
(ervants. 

That behind the fecond court be placed the garden, 
containing all forts of plants that our foil will bear } 
and at the end a little houfe of pleafure, a lodge for 
the gardener, and a grove of trees cut out into 
walks. 

That the fecond inclofed ground be a garden, def- 
tlned only to the trial of all manner of expenments 
concerning plants, as their melioration, acceleration, 
retardation, confervation, compofition, tranfmutation, 
coloration, or whatfoever elfe can be produced by art, 
either for ufe or curiofity, with a lodge in it for the 
gardener. 

That the third ground be employed in convenient 
receptacles for all forts of creatures which the profef- 
fors ihall judge nece^ary for their more exa£l fearch 
into the nature of animals, and the improvement of 
their ufes to us. 

That there be likewife built, in fome place of the 
college where it may ferve moft for ornament of the 
wAole, a very high tower for obfervation of celestial 
•bodies, adomed with all forts of dials, and fuch-Jike 

curiofities} 
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curiofities j and that there bt very deep ▼anltt midt- 
under ground^ for experiments moft proper to fuch. 
places, which will be undoubtedly very many* . 

Much might be added, but truly I am afraid this is 
tcio much already for the charity or generofity of thi< 
age to extend to j and we do not defign this ^hee the 
model of Solomon^s houfe in my Lord Bacon (whicb 
is a proje& for experiments that can never be experi* 
mented)} but propofc it within fuch bounds of ex- 
pence as have often been exceeded by the buildings of 
private citizens* 

OF THE PROFESSORS, SCHOLARS, CHAP-- 
LAIN, AND OTHER OFFICERS. 

THAT of the twenty pipofeflbrs four be always. 
teavelliilg beyond ^fc^s, and (ixteen always refident, 
unlefs by permiffion upon. extraordinary occaiions ; and 
every one fo abfeot, leaving a deputy behind him.to 
fupply his duties. 

That the four profeilbrs itinerant be affigned to the 
four parts of the world, Europe, Afia, Africa, .and 
America, there to refide three years at leaft j and to 
give a conftant account of all things that belong to 
the learning, and e^cially natural experimental phi- 
lofopby, of thofe parU. 

That the expence of all difpatches, and all books, 
fimples, animals^ ftones, metals, minerals, &c. and 
all curiofities whatfoever, natural or artificial, fent by 
thjem to the college, fhall be defrayed, out of the tcea-' 
fury, and an additional allowance (abovo the jic/.} 

made 
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099^ tot tliein as (oon ^ the colI«g«^8 revenue (hall be 
io^oved* 

Tbatji at their going abroad, they (hall take a folemn 
oath* never to write any thing to the college but what, 
aft^very diligent examination^ they (hall fully believe 
to be true, and to confefs and recant it as foon as they 
find themfelves in an error. 

That the fixteen profeflbrs refident (hall be bound 
to fiudy and teach all forts of natural experimental 
philofopby, to confift of the mathemati.cs, mechanics, 
medicine, anatomy, chemiftry, the hiijory of animals, 
plants, n^inerals, elements, &c. ; agriculture, architec- 
ture, art military, navigation, gardening i the rayfteries 
of all trades, and improvement of them ; the failure of all 
n;ierchandize$ $ all natural magic or divination ; ^d 
briefly all things contained in the catalogue of na- 
tural hiftories annexed to my Lord Bacon's Or- 
ganon. 

That once a day, from Eafter till Michaelmas, and 
twice a week, from Michaelmas to Eafter, at the 
hours in the afternoon moft convenient for auditors 
from London, according to the time of the year, there 
(hall be a lecture read in the hall, upon fuch parts of 
natural experimental philofophy, as the profe(rors (hall 
agree on among themfelves, and as each of them (hall 
be able to perform ufefully and honourably. 

That two of the profe(rors, by daily, weekly, or 
monthly turns, (liall teach the public fchools^ accord- 
ing to the rules hereafter prefcribed. 

That 



395 THE ADVANCEMENT OF 

That all the profefTors Ihall be equal in all refpef^s 
(except precedency, choice of lodging, and fuch-like 
privileges, which ihall belong to (eniority in the col- 
l^gO I ^^^ ^^t ^11 ^^11 ^c mafters and treafurers by 
annual turns j which two officers, for the time being, 
ihall take place of all the reft, and (hall be " arbitri 
•* duarum menfanim."' 

That the mailer (hal! command all the officers of 
tlie college, appoint afiemblies or conferences upon 
occafion, and prefide in them with a double voice } 
and in his abfence the treafurer, whofe bufmefs is to 
receive and difburfe all monies by the mafter^s order 
in writing (if it be an extraordinary), after confent of 
the other profcflbrs. 

That all the profefTors fhall fup together in the par- 
lour within the hall every night, and (hall dine there 
twice a week (to wit, Sundays and Thurfdays) at two 
round tables, for the convenience of difcourfe ; which 
(hall be for the nioft part of fuch matters as may im- 
prove their (Indies and profefllons j and to keep them 
from falling into loofe or unprofitable talk, fliall be 
the duty of the two arbitri me»farum, who may like- 
wife command any of the fervant-fcholars to read to 
them what he (hall think (it, whilft they are at table: 
that it (hall belong likewife to the faid arbitri men^ 
farum only, to invite ftrangers; which they (hall rare- 
ly do, unlefs they be men of learning or great parts, 
and (hall not invite above two at a time to one table, 
nothing being more vain and unfruitful tlian nurae- 
rpus meetings of acquaintance. 

Tlut 
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That the profeifors refidcnt fliall allow the college 
twenty pounds a year for their diet, whether they con- 
tinue there all the time or not. 

That they fliall have once a week an affembly, 
or conferenpe, concerning the aff^iirs of the college, 
and the progrefs of their experimental philofophy. 

That, if any one find out any thing which he con- 
ceives to be of confequence, he fliall communicate it to 
the aflembly, to be examined, experimented, approved^ 
or reje6led. 

That, if any one be author of an invention that 
may bring-in profit, the third part of it fliall be- 
long to the inventor, and the two other tb the fociety^ 
and befides, if the thing be very confiderable, his fta- 
tue or pi6lure, with an elogy under it, fliall be placed 
in the gallery, and made a denifon of that corporation 
of famous men. 

That all the profeflbrs flialT be always affigned to 
ibme particular inquiikion (befides the ordinary courfe 
of their ftudies), of which they fliall give an account 
to the aflembly ; fo that by this means there may be 
every day fome operation or other made in all the arts, 
as chemiftry, anatomy, mechanics, and the fike j and 
that the college fliall fumi(h for the. charge of; the 
operation. 

That there fliall be kept a regifter under lock and 
key, and not to be feen but by the profeflbrs, of all 
the experiments, that fucceedi flgned by the perfons 
who made the trial. 

That 
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That the popular aind received errors m eipiniAen- 
td philofophy (with which, like weeds in a negledieA 
garden, it is now almoft all over-grown) A'all bfe 
evinced hj trial, and taken notice of in the public lec- 
tures, that they may no longer abufe the credulous, and 
beget new ones by coniequence or (iroilitude. 

That every third year (after the full fettlement of 
the foundation) the college (hall give an account in 
print, in proper and ancient Latin, of the fruits of their 
tdennial induftry. 

That every profeflbr refident (hall have hid fcholaf 
to wait upon him in his chamber and at table ; whom 
he (hall be obliged to breed up in natural philofophy, 
and render an account of his progrefs to the aflembly, 
from whofe ekAion he received him, and therefore is 
refponfible to it, both for the care of his education and 
the juil and civil ufage of him. 

That the fcholar ihall underlland Latin very well, 
and be moderately initiated in the Greek, before 
he be capable of being chofen into the fervice ; and 
that he fhall not remain in it above feven years. 

That his lodging fliall be with the profeiTor whom 
he ferves. 

That no profc0br Ihall be a married man, or a diving, 
or lawyer in prance j only phyfick he may be allowed 
to prefcribe, becaufe the (hidy of that art is a great part 
of the duty of his place, and the duty of that is fo 
great, that it will not fuffer him to lofe much time m 
mercenary prance* 

That 



That the profefTors ihall, in the^tellcgfey wear tihe ha- 
bit of ordinary maftcrs of art in the univerfitieSi Or ef 
doBkftti if any #f them be fo. 

That they ihall all keep an inviolable and eitMHplaiy 
iViendfliip with one another } and that the affembly fhall 
lay a confidtrable pecuniary roulft upon any one who 
fliall be proved to have entered fo far into a quarrel as 
to give uncivil language to his brother- profeflbr $ and 
that the perfeverance in any enmity ihall be punifted 
•by the governors with expuliion. 

That the chaplain (hall eat at the mailer's table (pay- 
' ing his twenty pounds a year as the others do) } and 
that he ihall read prayers once a day at leafti a little 
before fupper-time $ that he fliall preach in the chapel 
every Sunday mornings and oatechiie in the afternoon 
•the fcholars and the fchool-boysj that he (hall every 
month adnuniiler the holy faciament } that he fliall net 
trouble himfelf and his auditprt with the centroverfiea 
^ •f divinity, but only teach God in hit juft command- 
ments, and in his wonderful works. 

THE SCHOOL. 

THAT the fchool may be built -fo as to contain 
about two bundled boys. 

That it be divided into-ibur claiTes, not at osiers are 
ordinarily into fix or feven j becaufe we fuppofe that 
the children fent hither, to be initiated in thingt at well 
as wordty ought to have pafl:* the tviro or three firft, and 
to have>attaiDed the^ige #f about thinttn years» beinj; 
3 already 
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already well advanced in- the Latin grammar^ and ftme- 
authors* 

That none» though never Co rich, ihall pay any thing 
for their teaching ; and that, if any profeflbr ihall be 
convi£bed to have taken any money in confideiation of 
his pains in the fchool, he (hall be expelled with igno- 
miny by the governors ; but if any perfons of gveat tS- 
tate and quality, finding their fons much^ better profi- 
cients in learning here, than boys of the fame age com- 
monly are at other fchools, (hall not think fit to receivie 
an obligation of fo near concernment without returning 
fomc marks of acknowledgment, they may» if they 
pleafe, (for nothing is taJbe demanded) bcftow fome 
little rarity or curiofity upon the fociety, in recompenoe 
of theii; trouble. 

And, becaufe it is deplorable to confider the loft 
which children, make of their time at moft fchools, em- 
ploying, or rather cafting away, fix or feven years in 
• the learning of woixis only, and that too very impejr- 
feaiy : 

That a method be here eftablifhed, for the infufing 
knowledge, and language at the fame time into them ^ 
and that this may be their apprenticefhip in natural 
philofophyi^ This, we conceive, may be done, by 
breeding them up in authors, or pieces of authors, who 
treat of feme parts of nature, and who may be under- 
ftood with as much eafe and pleafure, as thofe which 
are commonly taught ; fuch are, in Latin, Varro, Cato, 
Columella, Pliny, part of Celfus and of Seneca, Ci- 
cero de Pivinationei dc Natura Deoruro^ and feveral 

fcattered' 
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ittered pieces, Virgirs Georgics^ Grotius, Nemelia- 
I89 Manilius : And, becaufe the truth is', we want 
od poets (I mean we have but few), who have pur- 
iely treated of folid and learned, that is, natural 
itters (the moft part indulging to the wcaknefs of 
5 world, and feeding it cither with the follies of love, 

with the fables of gods and heroes), we conceive 
It one book ought to be compiled of all the fcattered 
tie parcels among the ancient poets that might fcrve 
r the advancement of natural fcience, and which 
mid make no fmall or unufeful or unplealant volume. 
3 this we would have added the morals and rhetorics 
Cicero, and the inilitutions of Quindlilian 5 and fur 
e comedians, from whom almoft all that nccefTary 
rt of common difcourfc, and all the mo{l intimate 
aprieties of the language, are drawn, we conceive, 
: boys may be made mafters of them, as a part of 
sir recreation, and not of their ta(k, if once a month, 
at leaft once in two, they aft one of Terence's Co- 
idies, and afterwards (the moft advanced) fume of 
autus^s $ and this is for many rcafons one of the bed 
ercifes they can be enjoined, and moft innocent pica- , 
res they can be allowed. As for the Greek aiithors, 
sy may ftudy Nicander, Oppianus (whom Scaliger 
es not doubt to prefer above Homer himfelf, and 
ace next to his adored Virgil), Ariftotle's hiftory of 
imals, and other parts, Theophraftus and Diofcoridcs • 

plants, and a colle6lion made out of ievcral both 
ets and other Grecian writers. For the morals and 
etoric, Ariftotle may fufficc, or Hcrmo|enes and 
mginus be added foi' the latter.. With the hiftory of 
VoL,.U. Dd aniiuul.. 
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animals they fhotild be (hewed anatomy as a divertife- 
ment, and made to know the figures and natures of 
thofe creatures which are not common among us» dif- 
abufing them at the fame time of thofe errors which are 
univerfally admitted concerning many. The fame me- 
thod (hould be ufed to make them acquainted with all 
plants ; and to this muft be added a little of the an- 
cient and modem geography, the underftanding of the 
globes, and the principles of geometry and aftronomy. 
They fliould likewife ufe to declaim in Latin and £ng- 
liih, as the Romans did in Greek and Latin i and la 
all this travail be rather led on by. familiarity , encou- 
ragement, and emulation, than driven by fc\'erity, pu- 
nilhment, and terror. Upon feftivals and play-timet:, 
they ihould exercife themfelves in the fields, by riding, 
leaping, fencing, muftering, and training, after the man- 
ner of foldiers, &c. And, to prevent all dangers and 
all ('ifordcr, there fhould always be two of the fcholars 
with them, to be as witneffes and dirc£tors of their ac- 
tior.s ; in foul weather, it would not be amifs for them 
to learn to dance, that is, to learn juft fo much (for ail 
beyond is fuperfluous, if not worfe) as may give them 
a graceful comportment of their bodies. 

Upon Sundays, and ail days of devotion, they are to 
be a part of the chaplain's province. 

That, for all thefe ends, the college fo ordei it, as 
that there may be fome convenient and pleafant houfcs 
thereabouts, kept by religious, difcreet, and careful 
pcrfons, for the lodging and boarding of young fcho- 
lars j that they have a'conftant eye over them, to fee that 
they be bred up there pioufly, cleanly, and plenti- 
fully, 
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fully, according to the proportion of the parents' cx< 
pences. 

And that the college, when it (hall plcafe God, ei- 
ther by their own induftry and fucccfs, or by the bene- 
volence of patrons, to enrich them fo far, as that it 
may come to their turn and duty to be charitable to 
others, (hall, at their own charges, ere6l and maintain 
fome houfe or houfes for the entertainment of fuch poor 
men's fons,whofc good natural parts may promife ei- 
ther ufc or ornament to the commonwealth, during the 
time of theirabode at fchool j and (hall take care that 
it (hall be done with the fame conveniences as are en- 
joyed even by rich men's children (though they main- 
tain the fewer for that caufe), there being nothing of 
eminent and illuftrious to be expelled from a low, for- 
did, and hofpital-like education. 

CONCLUSION. 

IF I be not much abufed by a natural fondnefs to my 
own conceptions (that ct^yh of the Greeks, which no 
other language has a proper word for), there was never 
any projeft thought upon, which deferves to meet with 
fo few adverfirics as this j for who can without impu- 
pudent folly oppofe the eftabli(hment of twenty well* 
icle^ted perfons in fuch a condition of life, that their 
whole bufmefs and folc profcifion may be to ftudy the 
improvement and advantage of all other profeflTions, 
ffom that of the highcft general even to the loweft a;-- 
tifan ? who (hall be obliged to employ their wholt 
lime, wit, learning, and induftry, to thefe four, the 
ttpft ^rfpl that can be imagined, and to no other ends ; 
D d » ^x V 
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firft, to weigh, examine, and prove, all things of nature 
delivered to us by former ages ; to dete£l, explode, and 
firikc a cenCure through, all falfe monies with which the 
world has been paid and cheated fo long j and (as I 
may fay) to fet the mark of the college upon all true 
coins, that they may pafs hereafter without any farther 
trial : fecondly, to recover the loft inventions, and, as 
it were, drowned lands of the ancients : thirdly, to 
improve all arts which we now have : and laftly, to 
difcover others which we yet have not ; and who (hall, 
befides all this (as a benefit by the bye), give the beft 
education in the world (purely gratis) to as many men's 
children as (hall think, fit to make ufe of the obliga- 
tion ? Neither does it at all check or interfere with any 
parties in a ftate or religion ; but is indifferently to be 
cinbraceil by all differences in opinion, and can hardly 
he conceived capable (as many good inftitutions have 
<loiie) even of degeneration into any thing hai'raful. 
.So that, all things confidered, I will fuppofc this pro- 
pol'-tion fliall encounter with no enemies : the only 
<jucltion is, whether it will find friends enough to carry 
it on from difcoiufe and defign to reality and eflfeft j 
the neccflary expences of the beginning (for it will 
inaJntiin itlllf well enough afterwards) being fo great 
(though 1 have let them as low as is podible, in order 
o lb vaft a work), that it may feem hopelefs to raife 
I'.ich a uini out of tholb few dead relics of human cha- 
*iiy and public generofity which are yet remaining in 
• h« v'orKi. 

C N* 
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